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regarding  gender  issues. 


For  more  information,  contact 
Dr.  Randi  Ettner 
Executive  Director 
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stage  of  your  transition 
from  female  to  male? 


Results  will  vary  from  person  to  person. 


If  you  are  under  treatment  with  a therapist  for  your  gender  transition  and 
are  psychologically  ready  to  make  the  permanent  life  change  from  female  to 
male,  Chest  Reconstruction  is  an  important  part  of  your  decision. 

This  surgery  reconstructs  the  female  chest,  creating  masculine  contours. 

It  can  make  you  feel  more  at  ease  in  your  newly  chosen  gender  and  makes 
men's  clothing  easier  to  wear. 

Dr.  Reardon  has  been  performing  cosmetic  surgery  for  27  years  and 
transgender  chest  reconstruction  for  22  years.  From  minimally  invasive 
procedures,  such  as  simple  liposuction,  to  advanced  surgical  methods  for  the 
more  extensive  reconstruction  of  very  large  38-40D+  breasts,  he  has  the  in- 
depth  experience  that  allows  him  to  hand  tailor  these  techniques  and 
technologies  to  correct  your  particular  problems  and  to  enhance  your  unique 
self  image. 

All  procedures  are  performed  under  local  anesthesia  with  supplemental  IV, 
sedation  in  our  state-of-the-art  ambulatory  facility  on  an  out-patient  basis. 
If  you  are  from  out  of  town,  we  will  assist  you  with  accommodations. 


In  the  hands  of  a caring  physician,  who  is  sensitive  to  all  gender  transition 
issues,  the  result  is  a well-contoured,  natural  looking,  masculine  chest. 

Be  tne  Lest  you  can  Le. 

Call  to  schedule  your  complimentary  consultation. 


James  J.  Reardon,  M.D. 


Board  Certified  Plastic  and  Reconstructive  Surgeon 
737  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York  10021 

Telephone  (212)  832-0770  Web:  www.drjamesreardon.com/dysphoria 


1 


Transgender  Tapestry 

The  Journal  of  the  International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 

Founder 

Merissa  Sherrill  Lynn 

Editor 

Dallas  Denny 

Contributing  Editors 

Miqqi  Gilbert 
Giartna  Israel 
Gwendolyn  Smith 

Art  Director 

Larissa  Glasser 

Photography 

Mariette  Pathy  Allen 

Contributors 

Mariette  Pathy  Allen 
Beverly  Barnes 
Kate  Bornstein 
Holly  Boswell 
Carolyn  Campbell 
Barbara  Carrellas 
Sarah  DePalma 
Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert,  Ph.D. 

Emily  Guemon 
Michelle  Kammerer 
Linda  Kaye 
Dawn  E.  Leach 
Irene  Istar  Lev 

Gordene  O.  MacKenzie,  Ph.D 
Andrew  Matzner 
Nancy  Nangeroni 
Evelyn  Nieves 
Denise  Noe 
Jody  Norton 
Adolfo  Pesquera 
Abby  Saypen 
Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith 
Rhonda  Smith 
Kathleen  Sullivan 
Gary  Susman 
Kiira  Triea 
Robyn  Walters 
Michelle  Williams 
Jessica  Xavier 

Advertising  Manager 

Jeffrey  Braveheart 

Subscriptions 

Joan  Hoff 

Publisher 

The  International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education  (IFGE) 

Executive  Director,  IFGE 

Nancy  J.  Cain 

Executive  Assistant,  IFGE 

Rose  Ryan 

Director  of  Operations,  IFGE 

Sara  J.  Herwig 

Circulation 

Deyco 

Subscription  and  Subscriber  Services: 

To  subscribe  to  Transgender  Tapestry  or  purchase  back  issues, 
contact  IFGE.  Visa  or  MasterCard  accepted. 


To  advertise  in  future  issues  please  contact  Jeffrey  Braveheart, 
Advertising  Manager  at  781-899-2212,  or  e-mail  to  jeffrey@ifge.org 


OUR  ADVERTISERS 


3* D Communications  C4 

Alonge,  Maria  CPE  49 

Alternative  Health  Associates  69 

Anderer,  Suzanne  CPE  49 

Becker,  Christine  LICSW  52 

Best  Value  Products  C3 

BodhiTree  House  (Kindred  Spirits)  59 

CDS  C4 

Electrolysis  Unlimited  60 

Ellaborn,  Diane  LICSW  20 

The  Fantasy  Girl  69 

Florence's  Fashions  41 

G.E.R.L.  33 

Genteel  Products,  Inc.  37 

Glamour  Boutique  37 

Hall,  Ed  52 

I.F.G.E.  (for  Membership)  88 

Lee's  Mardi  Gras  20 

Lydia's  TV  Fashions  27 

Models  Resale  42 

New  Health  Foundation  C2 

Nubel,  Dr.  A.S.  53 

The  Phoenix  Project  39 

Reardon,  Dr.  James  01 

Sandberg,  Gonzalez  & Creeden  PC  67 

Sandy's  Boutique  37 

Shoe  Express  12 

Take  a Walk  on  the  Wildside  37 

TG  Cosmetics  (tgcosmetics.com)  39 

University  of  Michigan  Health  System  51 
The  WayOut  Publishing  Co.,  Ltd.  62 

Zola  41 


Transgender  Tapestry  (ISSN  0884-9749) 
is  published  by  the 


I.F.G.E.,  P.O.  Box  540229,  Waltham  MA,  02454-0229 
Phone:  (781)  899-2212  / FAX:  (781)  899-5703  / 
E-mail:  info@ifge.org 

The  contents  and  design  of  this  magazine  are  © 2000  by  the 
INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR  GENDER  EDUCATION 
and  the  authors.  All  rights  reserved. 

No  part  of  this  publication  may  be  reproduced  by  any  commer- 
cial individual  or  service  without  written  permission  of  the 
International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education  or  the  authors. 

The  editorial  content  of  his  magazine  is  the  resposibility  of  the  edi- 
tor and  may  or  may  not  reflect  the  opinion  of  the  International 
Foundation  for  Gender  Education.  Member  COSMEP 


2 • Transgender  Tapestry  #89 


CONTENTS 


COLUMNS 

• Too  Tall  Blondes  ~ by  Kate  Bornstein  & 

Barbara  Carrellas  • 25 

• History  Lesson  by  Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith  • 28 

• Miqqitalk  by  Miqqi  A.  Gilbert  • 32 

DEPARTMENTS 

A Word  From  the  Editor  • 5 
Your  Editor  Spouts  Off  • 6 
The  Mailbox  • 7 

Poetry 

2 Ladies  Be-dicked  ~ Denise  Noe  • 20 

Editorial 

Virginia's  Ordeal  • 21 

Health  Alert 

Transgender  TB  Epidemic  • 24 

Trans-News 

Trouble  in  Texas  • 9 

Reviews 

Hedwig  and  the  Angry  Inch  ~ Gary  Susman  • 68 
Mary  Boenke's  Trans  Forming  Families  ~ 

Arlene  Istar  Lev  *70 
Don  Kulick's  Travesti  ~ Jody  Norton  • 71 
Don  Kulick's  Travesti  ~ Andrew  Matzner  • 72 

Obituary 

Shohanna  Gillick  *19 


FEATURES 

Self-Diagnosis  - Linda  Kaye  • 36 
Gender  Bender  ~ Carolyn  Campbell  • 38 
The  Awakening  ~Kiira  Triea  • 43 
Disclosing  ~ Abby  Saypen  • 50 
The  Spirit  of  Transgender  ~ Holly  Boswell  • 54 

Conference  Highlights 

Southern  Comfort  1999  ~ Beverly  Barnes  • 52 
Forward  Motion  ~ Jessica  Xavier  • 53 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  for  I.F.G.E.  2000  • 23-24 

Photo  Feature 

Out  and  Proud  • 34 

Fiction 

Someone  I Used  to  Know  ~ Robyn  Walters  • 61 
The  Case  of  Mistaken  Identity  Part  3: 
Drag  Racing,  or  My  Drag  Body  ~ Gordene  O. 

MacKenzie  & Nancy  Nangeroni  • 63 

Calendar  • 74 
Notices 

Professional  Listings  *78 
Research  Subjects  Wanted  • 75 
Support  Group  Listings  *81 

Erratum  *6 

ON  THE  COVER: 

Jessa  Bryan  and  Angele  Brightfeather  Sheedy,  photo  by 
Holly  Boswell,  taken  during  first  Kindred  Spirits,  1993. 


GUIDELINES  FOR  CONTRIBUTORS 

Transgender  Tapestry  is  a magazine  for  and  about  crossdressers,  transgendered, 
transsexual,  intersexed,  and  other  gender-variant  persons,  and  those  who  support  them. 

Our  Readers 

Write  for  a general  audience.  Our  readers  include  closeted  and  out  people:  crossdressers,  transsexuals,  transgen- 
derists,  intersexed  persons,  gay  men,  lesbians,  bisexuals,  heterosexuals,  therapists,  physicians,  ministers.  Our  readers 
span  all  ages,  races,  nationalities,  religions,  spiritualities,  beliefs  and  opinions,  and  educational  backgrounds.  Your 
piece  may  be  targeted  for  one  group,  but  it  should  speak  to  the  larger  readership. 

What  to  Send  Us 

We  want  original  material.  We  rarely  accept  simultaneous  or  previously  published  submissions. 

We're  interested  in  ideas  which  have  been  previously  under-explored.  We  accept  submissions  on  gender  issues  of  gen- 
eral interest,  including:  new  (for  some  people)  types  of  diversity;  little-known  information  about  transgender  histo- 
ry; under-utilized  resources  and  populations;  personal  struggles;  social  or  medical  issues;  humor  with  an  underlying 
message;  and  satire.  We  want  writing  that  challenges  categories,  presumptions,  and  accepted  thought. 

How  to  Submit 

We're  modern  folks.  The  best  way  to  send  materials  is  via  e-mail.  We  get  it  immediately  and  we  don't  have  to  retype 
it.  Besides,  it's  cool. 

Attach  a file,  using  MIME  encoding.  These  formats  are  acceptable  for  text  files:  Microsoft  Word,  WordPerfect,  Rich 
Text  Files  (RTF),  and  Text.  It's  okay  to  send  text  in  the  body  of  an  e-mail,  but  our  Eudora  Light  mail  reader  doesn't 
recognize  embedded  codes. 

Graphic  images  should  be  in  TIFF,  EPS,  or  JPG  format. 

Unless  they're  self-extracting,  please  don't  send  zipped  files  without  clearing  it  with  us  beforehand. 

No  e-mail?  Send  a PC-compatible  or  MAC  floppy  to  Dallas  Denny,  P.O.  Box  33724,  Decatur,  GA  30033-0724. 

We  hate  typing  in  text,  but  we  understand  some  people  can't  afford  or  don't  like  computers,  so  believe  it  or  not,  we 
accept  articles  on  paper. 

Please  include  a brief  biography  with  your  submission. 

Stuff  We  Shouldn't  Have  to  Say 

DO  send  us  stuff. 

Deadlines  are  firm. 

Contact  us  before  submitting.  Talk  with  us  before  writing,  if  possible.  Let  us  know  what  you  want  to  do  and  when 
you  can  deliver  it.  Send  us  a rough  draft  if  you  have  one. 

Be  reliable.  Make  your  word  stick. 

Be  concise.  Don't  ramble,  and  don't  try  to  tackle  too  much  in  one  article. 

Don't  be  heartbroken  if  we  don't  use  your  submission.  A rejection  often  has  more  to  do  with  the  theme  or  the  space 
available  in  the  magazine  than  the  quality  of  the  writing. 
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A Word  from  the  Editor 


In  your  hands  you  hold  the  transgender 
community's  single  most  important  out- 
reach tool.  Transgender  Tapestn / has  the 
potential  to  reach  tens  of  thousands  of  minds 
and  change  tens  of  thousands  of  hearts.  I hope 
in  some  small  way  to  help  it  realize  that  poten- 
tial. 

If  this  is  your  first  issue  of  Transgender 
Tapestry , welcome.  If  it's  your  89th,  welcome 
also.  I've  tried  to  prepare  for  you  an  entertain- 
ing, exciting,  and  informative  read. 

As  the  title  suggests,  this  magazine  is 
about  transgender — that  is,  transgressively- 
gendered  people,  people  who  have  tradition- 
ally been  called  crossdressers,  drag  queens, 
and  transsexuals.  But  I have  a larger  audience 
in  mind.  I would  like  Transgender  Tapestry  to 
be  of  interest  to  anyone  who  has  ever  ques- 
tioned any  aspect  of  their  gender  role,  from 
desiring  a job  that  isn't  "gender  appropriate" 
to  being  ridiculed  for  wearing  hair  that's  "too 
short"  or  "too  long"  to  having  a voice  that's 
"too  high"  or  "too  low"  in  pitch  to  loving 
someone  of  the  "wrong"  gender. 

I'd  like  to  thank  Merissa  Sherrill  Lynn  for 
starting  the  magazine  and  editing  it  in  its  first 
incarnation  and  to  previous  editors  Vivian 
Allen,  Jean  Marie  Stine,  Matthew  Carlos,  and 
Mykael  Hawley  for  taking  it  to  its  present 
standard  of  excellence. 

I'd  especially  like  to  thank  IFGE  Executive 
Director  Nancy  Cain  and  Rose  Ryan,  who  edit- 
ed and  laid  out  issue  #88  during  the  interim 
period  in  which  there  was  no  editor  and  no  art 
director.  Director  of  Operations  Sara  Herwig 


held  down  the 
fort  while  Nancy 
and  Rose  did  a 
marvelous  job, 
but  more  than 
that — they  did  it 
in  a timely  fash- 
ion, despite  having  no  particular  training  or 
experience  with  editing  or  layout,  on  a com- 
puter unfamiliar  to  them  (the  Mac,  long  may  it 
live!),  and  using  software  (Quark  XPress)  they 
had  never  used  before.  Such  a task  is  roughly 
equivalent  to  moving  a mountain  using  a 
spade  and  a wheelbarrow.  Even  more  won- 
drously,  #88  was  as  fine  and  in  some  ways 
finer  than  any  previous  issue.  Issue  #88  was  a 
labor  of  love,  a gift  from  Nancy  and  Rose  to 
the  readers  of  Transgender  Tapestry  and  the 
IFGE  board.  I'm  in  awe. 


— Dallas  Denny 


Visit  our 
Synchronicity 
Bookstore  online  at 
our  website 
www.ifge.org  v 
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Your  Editor  Spouts  Off 


Every  once  in  a while  we  see  a 
half-assed  letter  to  the  editor  in 
a newspaper  or  magazine  and 
would  like  to  just  go  off 
— like  this! — Ed. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
The  Providence  Journal 
7 August,  1999 

AMBIDYSFUNCTIONAL? 

Should  medical  professionals 
at  great  financial  expense  to  their 
uninsurable  victims,  be  allowed 
to  perform  sex-change  operations 
wherein  a lesbian  or  a gay  man 
ends  up  trading  a malfunctioning 
mental  state  for  a malfunctioning 
physical  state  attractive  to 
unsuspecting  heterosexual  vic- 
tims? 

Helen  L.  Ribb 

Johnston  [Rl] 

AN  OPEN  LETTER 
TO  HELEN  L.  RIBB  — 

Dear  Ms.  Ribb: 

Mark  Twain  once  said  it's  better 
to  keep  silent  and  let  others  think 
you're  a fool  than  to  open  your 
mouth  and  have  everyone  know  for 
certain.  He  didn't  say  anything  about 
telling  the  whole  country  by  way  of 
an  ignorant  letter  to  a newspaper. 

First,  let  me  say  that's  quite  a 
sentence.  But  if  it's  a disaster  gram- 
mar-wise, it's  even  worse  from  a fac- 
tual standpoint.  I'm  not  sure  you  got 
anything  right.  Let's  dissect  it  a bit, 
shall  we? 

I'd  like  to  know  why  you  refer  to 
the  "victims"  of  medical  profession- 
als. Surely  you  meant  "patients."  Did 
you  have  a mind  fart,  or  did  some- 


thing unmentionable  happen  to  you 
at  the  hands  of  a physician?  Curious 
minds  just  want  to  know. 

I'd  also  like  to  know  to  what 
"great  expense"  I and  other  transsex- 
uals put  others.  I paid  for  my  own 
sex  change,  thank  you.  I have  an  oth- 
erwise good  insurance  policy,  but  it 
does  not  reimburse  sex  reassignment 
procedures.  So  pardon  me  here,  but 
what  burden,  exactly,  am  I putting  on 
other  policy  holders  or  on  nontrans- 
sexuals my  doctors  might  have  treat- 
ed? Are  you  saying  that  my  genital 
nip  and  tuck  might  have  caused  my 
plastic  surgeon  to  pay  less  attention 
to  his  other  clients,  causing  someone 
to  miss,  say,  a nose  job?  If  so,  oh,  the 
horror! 

Somewhere  in  that  convoluted 
sentence  you  ask  whether  medical 
professionals  should  be  allowed  to 
do  sex  reassignment  surgery.  That's 
a good  question.  Who,  exactly,  is 
going  to  regulate  these  doctors? 
You?  Big  government  you  are  proba- 
bly otherwise  against?  What's  the 
problem  there?  Sex  reassignment 
harms  no  one.  It's  not  as  if  anyone's 
asking  you  to  put  your  genitals  on 
the  line.  Perhaps  you  should  ask 
yourself  why  you're  so  concerned 
about  mine.  Are  you  by  chance  a 
closet  transfan  rather  than  a letter- 
writing wacko? 

Then  there's  the  gay  or  lesbian 
thing.  Most  gay  men  and  lesbians 
would  be  horrified  at  the  thought  of 
having  their  genitals  altered.  You'd 
probably  be  shocked  to  know  a good- 
ly proportion  of  transsexuals  are  het- 
erosexual before  surgery  and  don't 
change  their  sexual  orientation  after- 
wards. This  means  that  however 
attractive  they  may  be  to  "unsuspect- 
ing heterosexual  victims,"  the  doc- 
tors are  actually  "making"  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  What's  that,  you  say? 


You  don't  like  that  either?  Well, 
aren't  we  just  the  perfect  little  homo- 
phobe. Do  you  have,  um,  issues?  If 
so,  call  me  and  I'll  help  you  with 
your  coming  out. 

Malfunctioning  mental  state?  I 
don't  consider  there  is  or  ever  was 
anything  wrong  with  my  mental 
state.  I can,  after  all,  string  words 
together  to  make  a coherent  sentence. 
I'm  proud,  proud,  I tell  you,  of  being 
transsexual.  I wasn't  dysfunctional  as 
a man.  I was  a damn  fine  man.  I just 
didn't  want  to  be  one,  and  that,  Ms. 
high-and-mighty  from  Johnston,  RI, 
was  my  decision,  and  none  of  your 
business. 

And  finally,  physically  nothing 
was  malfunctioning  before,  and 
nothing  is  malfunctioning  now. 
When  you  got  your  degree  in  trans- 
sexology did  you  not  read  that  chap- 
ter? As  Kate  Bornstein  once  told 
Geraldo,  "The  plumbing  works,  and 
so  does  the  electricity." 

Didn't  they  teach  you  anything 
up  there  in  Rhode  Island,  either 
about  transsexualism  or  about  mak- 
ing a fool  of  yourself  in  public? 

Someone's  ambidysfunctional 
here,  but  it's  certainly  not  me! 

Sincerely, 

Dallas  Denny 


ERRATUM 

The  most  excellent  photo  of  trans- 
man Billy  Lane  on  page  46  of 
Transgender  Tapestry  #84 
should  have  been  credited  to 
James  Loewen.  Our  apologies  to 
our  readers,  Mr.  Lane,  and  Mr. 
Loewen. 
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THE  MAILBOX 

In  an  "oops!”  moment,  issue  #87  of 
Transgender  Tapestry  went  out 
without  the  reader  questionnaire 
attached.  Some  readers  took  the  time 
and  made  the  effort  to  provide  us  with 
constructive  feedback.  \Ne  ' predate 
that! — Ed. 

I want  to  commend  someone  (or 
several  someones)  for  the  improve- 
ment in  this  publication.  1 had  been 
concerned  that  the  viewpoint  was 
too  narrow,  but  I see  that's  chang- 
ing now.  There's  still  quite  a con- 
trast between  the  ads  with  their 
concern  for  appearance  and  the 
articles  with  their  concern  for  social 
reform.  I'm  a long-term  crossdress- 
er (member  of  FPE  [Full  Personality 
Expression — Ed.]  in  the  '60s)  who 
would  like  to  see  diversification  in 
topics.  I think  when  we  move  out- 
side ourselves  and  help  society 
solve  its  problems  it  will  help  us 
solve  ours. 

You  are  headed  toward  social 
responsibility  and  I heartily 
approve! 

Jamie  Elizabeth  Burgess 

Riverside,  OH 
<jburgess@siscom.net> 

• 

I've  been  receiving  Transgender 
Tapestry  for  quite  a while  now.  I 
think  it's  an  excellent  magazine. 
Please  keep  up  the  good  work! 
Aftercare  and  stories  of  post-op 
people  would  be  nice. 

Kristian  Jorgensen 

<KristiJl@aol.com> 

I'm  a veteran,  although  I saw  no 
wartime  duty.  I was  prepared  to  lay 
down  my  life  for  what  my  forefa- 
thers held  true  and  dear. 

There  are  those  that  think  there 
should  be  exclusions  to  the  free- 
doms granted  under  our 


Trans 


Constitution  and  Bill  of  Rights.  For 
some  reason  I can't  see  our  forefa- 
thers saying,  "Well  I'm  dying  for 
this  segment  of  the  population,  but 
the  rest  of  you  can  go  to  hell."  Their 
thought  was  that  all  people  should 
have  inalienable  rights  to  "Life, 
Liberty,  and  the  Pursuit  of 
Happiness." 

Jennifer  Bond 

<suprlyn@aeneas.net> 

• 

I received  my  latest  issue  of 
Transgender  Tapestry  last  night, 
August  8.  In  it  I found  a request 
from  the  editor  to  fill  out  and 
return  the  survey  form.  There  was 
not  a form  enclosed. 

I may  be  having  a senior 
moment,  or  just  an  attack  of  my 
chronic  CRS  [‘‘Can't  remember 
s**t" — Ed.],  but  I don't  remember 
seeing  a survey  form.  So  to  make 
sure  my  vote  gets  counted  I'll  write 
my  opinions.  I understand  that 
August  10  is  the  last  day,  so  I'll  take 
this  to  the  airport  post  office  and 
get  it  out  tonight. 

It  seems  you  would  like  to 
know  what  we  would  like  and  not 
like  in  Transgender  Tapestry. 

First,  I'm  a hetero  male.  I don't 
like  to  see  male  genitalia.  I'm  not 
arguing  against  the  publishing  of 
such  pictures;  I just  don't  like  look- 
ing. For  those  with  such  interests 
there  are,  among  other  magazines. 
Transformation. 

Transformation  surveyed  its 
readers  a few  years  back,  received 
lots  of  requests  for  such  pictures, 
and  so  continues  to  publish  them.  I 
don't  subscribe  to  Transformation. 
'Nuff  said? 

I'm  all  for  publishing  articles 
by,  for,  and  about  MTF  and  FTM 
transsexuals,  intersexed  persons, 
hormones,  surgery,  postsurgical 
issues,  and  more.  I'm  a MTF  T*.  I 
learned  a bit  about  acting  feminine 
in  the  'ladies'  room  by  reading  an 
article  by  an  FTM  dealing  with  the 


c r i p t i o n s | 


mens'  room  (Men  pull  their  pants 
down  further  than  women  do).  I'm 
sure  to  learn  more  from  other  arti- 
cles, even  if  it's  what  not  to  do. 

The  spread  in  the  latest  issue 
on  transgendered  victims  of  vio- 
lence is  very  disquieting,  and  I find 
Riki  Wilchins  a bit  abrasive,  but 
both  are  necessary  to  keep  us  from 
slipping  back  into  something  some- 
times far  too  comfortable — the 
closet. 

Kelly  Stevens 

• 

I just  reviewed  your  Summer  99 
Transgender  Tapestry.  A lot  of  it 
centered  around  hate.  It's  true.  For 
whatever  reason,  people  will  hate 
other  people  unlike  themselves. 
The  solution  is  to  make  it  perfect 
clear  to  the  rest  of  society  that  we 
are  not  unlike  them.  But  the  self- 
promotions our  community  holds 
on  to  don't  do  that.  The  "cross"  and 
"trans"  self-labels  tell  people  right 
off  the  bat  we  are  "crossing  over" 
to  somewhere,  when  we  really 
aren't — nor  can  we. 

D.  McKay 

Pennsylvania 


Ummm,  lots  of  us  are  crossing  over, 
your  venerable  editor  included. 
Transsexuals  trade  one  bipolar  gender 
role  for  another,  and  most  crossdressers 
do  their  best  to  do  so  on  a temporary 
basis.  Of  course,  l understand  what 
you're  getting  at,  for  it's  at  the  heart  of 
our  movement:  our  essence,  which  is  a 
blend  of  the  masculine  and  the  femi- 
nine. While  we've  embraced  this  blend- 
ing in  theory,  our  gendered  presenta- 
tions, even  those  of  transgenderists, 
typically  conform  more-or-less  to  bipo- 
lar gender  norms.  ( With  your  permis- 
sion we'll  be  running  in  a future  issue 
your  article  advocating  the  use  of  the 
term  “intergender."  Perhaps  it  will  gen- 
erate some  interesting  discussion. — Ed.) 
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I've  been  a long-term  financial 
supporter  of  IFGE  and  a subscriber 
to  Transgender  Tapestry.  Recently 
I've  considered  dropping  my  sub- 
scription, but  I hasten  to  add  that  I 
will  always  continue  to  support 
IFGE.  I remember  vividly  quite  a 
few  years  ago  when  I purchased  my 
first  copy  and  how  thrilled  I was  to 
find  such  a publication  available. 
Even  though  I've  been  a crossdress- 
er for  65  years  and  out  in  public  for 
50  years,  I received  many  .helpful 
hints  on  how  to  refine  my  image.  I 
also  enjoyed  the  many  articles  by 
girls  like  me  regarding  their  experi- 
ences. I looked  forward  to  each  issue 
and  passed  it  on  to  others  who 
became  members  of  IFGE  as  a result. 
I'm  sorry  to  say  there  is  now  little  of 
interest  to  me  and  I discard  it  quick- 
ly. In  fact,  I have  a new  little  sister  in 
Tri-Ess  and  wouldn't  dream  of  send- 
ing her  most  issues,  especially  issue 
#87.  She  has  enough  problems  with- 
out reading  the  fear  and  violence 
reported  in  that  issue. 

I'm  forced  to  read  about  vio- 
lence, rape  and  murder  in  my  daily 
newspaper.  I watch  it  on  television. 
So  many  innocent  children  are  mur- 
dered in  their  schools.  Others  are 
gunned  down  without  reason,  cer- 
tainly not  because  they  are  transgen- 
dered.  But  the  editors  of  this  once- 
great  publication  seem  to  feel  we 
have  been  selected  as  targets  of  vio- 
lence simply  because  of  what  we 
are. 

Of  course  I am  saddened  by  the 
deaths  of  so  many  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters,  but  I noted  a common 
thread  in  the  causes  of  their  deaths. 
Many  were  prostitutes  or  frequent- 
ed the  type  of  bars  that  attracted  the 
very  kind  of  degenerates  who  are 
capable  of  such  violent  assaults. 
While  I don't  condone  murder  I can 
understand  the  anger  of  a man  who 
discovers  the  girl  he  picked  up  for 
sexual  reasons  is  not  really  a girl  at 
all.  Had  these  girls  been  more  care- 
ful and  selective  of  the  men  they 
encountered,  they  would  be  alive 
today  and  not  on  your  list  of  the 
deceased. 

Next  to  violence,  the  most  fre- 
quent articles  regard  involvement 
with  the  public  at  large  to  gain 
acceptance  for  our  lifestyle.  I salute 


our  many  sisters  and  brothers 
who've  made  this  the  passion  of 
their  lives  and  one  cannot  fault  a 
person  who  dedicates  their  life  to 
helping  others,  but  I would  venture 
to  guess  that  a vast  majority  of  your 
readers  are  never  going  to  their  state 
capital  or  to  Washington  in  a dress 
to  confront  their  legislators  to  get 
equality  for  transpeople.  I believe 
most  of  us  crossdress  for  the  same 
reason,  for  the  pleasure  derived 
from  the  same.  Most  will  always  be 
in  the  closet  and  happy  to  be  there 
enjoying  their  femininity,  and 
despite  your  articles  urging  them  to 
join  the  protests  on  the  capital  steps 
they  will  never  be  there.  Since  I 
believe  most  of  your  readers  are  in 
this  category,  I believe  they  would 
like  and  prefer  helpful,  interesting 
articles  that  pertain  to  their 
lifestyles. 

Transgender  Tapestry  should 
continue  to  help  us  with  articles  by 
Dr.  Shiela  Kirk  and  of  course  articles 
that  report  the  wonderful  efforts  of 
so  many  to  eliminate  bias  and  dis- 
crimination. My  point  is  that  entire 
issues  do  not  need  to  address  those 
subjects.  You  need  to  know  that 
thousands  of  us  are  out  there  occa- 
sionally or  frequently,  enjoying  life 
in  the  real  world  and  accepted  as 
females  without  discrimination.  Of 
course  on  occasion  I have  been  read, 
but  I've  never  been  ridiculed.  Many 
girls  I know  enjoy  going  out  on  a 
date  with  a man,  but  none  have  been 
assaulted,  raped,  or  murdered. 
These  girls  also  have  fun,  but  they 
behave  like  ladies. 

I would  not  have  written  about 
this  if  Mr.  Carlos  had  not  asked  us  to 
respond.  The  spirit  of  my  letter  is 
intended  to  be  a constructive  criti- 
cism and  I hope  it  is  so  received. 
Many  of  your  readers  will  disagree 
strongly  with  my  comments,  but  I 
suspect  you  will  find  many  others 
who  feel  as  I do.  I certainly  don't 
wish  to  participate  in  a series  of  "let- 
ter to  the  editor  debates,"  but  if  you 
print  my  letter,  you  may  get  inter- 
esting letters  both  pro  and  con  on 
the  subject  of  your  content. 

Marcia 

• 


First,  Marcia,  thanks  for  your  continu- 
ing financial  support.  It  ain't  easy  being 
nonprofit! 

It's  convenient  sometimes  to  blame 
the  victim,  but  it  isn't  appropriate. 
Certainly  some  situations  are  more 
risky  than  others,  but  none  of  us  are 
immune  from  violence.  Death  and  dis- 
figurement often  come  from  out  of  the 
blue,  as  the  residents  of  Littleton, 
Colorado  can  attest.  Some  of  us  go  to 
bars  not  to  risk  the  wrath  of  the  gods, 
but  because  they're  safe  havens,  places 
where  we  can  relax  and  have  a good 
time.  The  homosexual  panic  defense  is  a 
desperate  attempt  to  defect  the  blame 
from  the  aggressor  to  the  victim.  Most 
murderers  of  transpeople  are  not  inno- 
cent dupes.  They  know  the  score;  most, 
in  fact,  are  transfans  who  go  out  of  their 
way  to  meet  someone  a bit  ''special. " 

Thank  you  especially  for  your  com- 
ments about  the  need  to  reach  people 
who  are  not  political  activists.  We  hope 
we're  able  to  make  this  magazine  of 
interest  to  you  and  everyone  else  in  this 
diverse  community.  Of  late,  the  maga- 
zine has  been  rather  dark  in  its  vision. 
We  hope  to  balance  the  political  with  the 
personal  and  the  tragic  with  the  humor- 
ous, to  counter  articles  on  lobbying  with 
fashion  advice.  Most  of  all,  we  would 
like  to  infuse  Transgender  Tapestry  with 
the  sense  of  community  for  which  it  was 
once  renowned.  We  understand  very 
well  about  closets  and  don't  fault  any- 
one who  decides  to  keep  a low  profile, 
but  we  zvant  to  let  all  our  readers,  in  or 
out,  know  they're  family. 

Thank  you,  Marcia,  for  hanging  in 
there  and  continuing  to  read  the  mag. 
One  more  thing,  though,  and  this  is  for 
everyone—  girls  are  women  who  are  less 
than  twelve  years  old.  Can  we  please 
remember  that? — Ed. 

T 


MOVING? 

Make  sure  your  Transgender  Tapestry 
reaches  you! 

Send  your  new  address  to 
<subscriptions@ifge.org> 
or  send  mail  to: 

IFGE,  P.O.  Box  540229,  Waltham,  MA 
02454-0229 
or  send  a FAX  to: 
781/899-5703 
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A recent  Appellate  Court  deci- 
sion in  San  Antonio  is  of  great 
interest.  In  Littleton  v.  P range,  a post- 
operative transsexual  woman  sued  a 
doctor  for  malpractice  in  the  death  of 
her  husband.  Her  husband  was  well 
aware  of  her  transsexual  status,  and 
the  couple  was  apparently  happily 
married  when  the  husband  died.  Ms. 
Littleton  believes  it  was  due  to  mal- 
practice— and  I suspect  she's  right — 
but  the  allegedly  malpracticing 
physician's  attorney  took  the  focus 
off  his  client  and  put  it  squarely  on 
Ms.  Littleton  by  claiming  that 
despite  her  postoperative  status  she 
is  a male  and  was  thus  in  a same-sex 
marriage,  which  is  illegal  in  Texas — 
and  for  that  matter,  because  of  the 
Defense  of  Marriage  Act,  the  United 
States — and  she  therefore  had  no 
legal  status  to  sue.  And  so  the  case 
has  come  not  to  be  about  malpractice 
but  about  Ms.  Littleton's  transsexual- 
ism, and  the  court  is  deciding  not 
whether  the  sumbitch  doctor  killed 
her  husband,  but  whether  he  was  her 
husband  at  all.  As  Charles  Dickens 
rightly  noted,  "The  law  is  a ass." 

Ms.  Littleton  must  now  either 
drop  her  lawsuit  or  appeal  to  the 
Texas  Supreme  Court.  What  the  trial 
and  Appellate  Courts,  in  their  infi- 
nite wisdom,  didn't  realize  is  that 
invalidating  Ms.  Littleton's  marriage 
opens  the  door  to  their  worst  homo- 
phobic  fears,  same-sex  marriage,  for 
if  Ms.  Littleton  is  a male,  she  can 
legally  marry  a female  and  walk 
proudly  through  the  streets  of  San 
Antonio  with  another  woman  and 
have  happy  lesbian  sex,  all  under  the 
protection  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 

—Ed. 


Featured  News  Story 

"Trouble  in  Texas" 


The  Decision 

Appeals  Court  Rules  Against 
Transsexual:  Woman  Cannot  be 
Man-made,  or  So  Rule  Two  of 
Three  Justices  in  an  Appellate 
Court  Opinion  on  a San 
Antonio  Transsexual’s  Suit 
by  Adolfo  Pesquera,  Staff  Writer 
San  Antonio  Express-News 
Wednesday,  27  October,  1999 

"THIS  CASE  INVOLVES  THE 
MOST  BASIC  OF  questions," 
remarked  4th  Court  of  Appeals 
Chief  Justice  Phil  Hardberger, 
who  in  answering  the  question 
denied  Christie  Lee  Littleton  any 
legal  standing  as  a woman. 

In  a medical  malpractice  suit, 
she  alleged  her  husband's  death  in 
1996  was  preventable  and  the 
result  of  a missed  diagnosis. 
Hardberger  agreed  with  285th 
District  Court  Judge  Frank 
Montalvo  in  his  ruling  that 
Littleton's  marriage  to  Jonathon 
Littleton  was  a same-sex  mar- 
riage, therefore  illegal. 

The  ruling  denies  Littleton  any 
standing  as  the  spouse  and  affirms 
the  defense's  claim  that  no  opera- 
tion changes  the  genetics  of  the 
male  chromosome. 

Cases  involving  transsexuals 
are  the  rarest  of  sex  cases  in  courts 
of  law.  Only  four  similar  cases 
exist  in  the  world,  the  chief  justice 
noted. 

Dale  Hicks,  Littleton's  attorney, 
said  he  was  disappointed  by  the 
opinion  "but  not  surprised." 


Hicks  said  he  hasn't  conferred 
with  Littleton,  but  "it  has  been  my 
understanding  all  along  that  she 
desired  to  go  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Texas  if  it  came  to  that." 

Justice  Alma  L.  Lopez  cast  the 
dissenting  vote.  She  claimed  the 
majority  ignored  rules  of  civil  pro- 
cedure in  accepting  Littleton's  orig- 
inal birth  certificate.  Littleton  had 
the  birth  certificate  amended  by 
court  order  Aug.  14,  1998,  to  reflect 
her  preferred  gender. 

To  set  aside  a suit,  a defendant 
must  show  that  no  genuine  issue  of 
material  fact  exists,  Lopez  stated. 
"Christie  presented  significant  con- 
troverting evidence  that  indicated 
she  was  female,"  Lopez  wrote. 

"Texas  law  recognizes  that 
inaccuracies  occur  in  recording 
gender.  By  permitting  the  amend- 
ment of  an  original  birth  certificate, 
law  allows  these  inaccuracies  to  be 
corrected." 

But  there  was  no  error  in 
the  original  birth  certificate, 
Hardberger  argued.  Littleton  was 
born  in  1952  as  Lee  Cavazos  Jr.  and 
was  anatomically  a male  until  the 
age  of  27  when  his  male  organs 
were  amputated.  The  lower  court's 
role  in  amending  the  certificate  was 
ministerial  and  "involved  no  fact- 
finding or  consideration  of  the 
deeper  public  policy  concerns." 

Hardberger  acknowledged  that 
science  recognizes  certain  people  as 
transsexuals,  and  that  the  operating 
physicians  at  the  University  of 
Texas  Health  Science  Center, 
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This  is  an  official  communication  from  the  Texas  Gender  Advocacy  Information  Network 
(TGAIN),  which  is  solely  responsible  for  its  contents.  Public  dissemination  is  encouraged. 

THE  CASE  KNOWN  AS  LITTLETON  V.  PRANGE  has  been  decided  and  it  is  horrible 
news  for  transsexuals  in  Texas.  In  abbreviated  form,  here  is  what  the  court  has  ruled: 

1)  Medical  science  recognizes  that  there  are  individuals  whose  sexual  self-identi- 
ty is  in  conflict  with  their  biological  and  anatomical  sex.  Such  people  are  termed  trans- 
sexuals. 

2)  A transsexual  is  not  a homosexual  in  the  traditional  sense  of  the  word,  in  that 
transsexuals  believe  and  feel  they  are  members  of  the  opposite  sex.  Nor  is  a transsex- 
ual a transvestite.  Transsexuals  do  not  believe  they  are  dressing  the  opposite  sex's 
clothes.  They  believe  they  are  dressing  in  their  own  sex's  clothes. 

3)  Christie  Littleton  is  a transsexual. 

4)  Through  surgery  and  hormones,  a transsexual  male  [note  the  language  of  the 
court)  can  be  made  to  look  like  a woman,  including  female  genitalia  and  breasts. 
Transsexual  medical  treatment,  however,does  not  create  in  internal  sexual  organs  of  a 
woman  (except  for  the  vaginal  canal).  There  is  no  womb,  cervix,  or  ovaries  in  the  post- 
operative transsexual  female. 

5)  The  male  chromosomes  do  not  change  with  either  hormonal  treatment  or  sex 
reassignment  surgery.  Biologically  a post-operative  female  transsexual  is  still  a male. 

6)  The  evidence  fully  supports  that  Christie  Littleton,  bom  male,  wants  and 
believes  herself  to  be  a woman.  She  has  made  every  conceivable  effort  to  make  herself 
a female,  including  a surgery  that  would  make  most  males  pale  and  perspire  to  con- 
template. 

7)  Some  physicians  would  consider  Christie  a female,  other  female  physicians 
would  consider  her  still  a male.  Her  female  anatomy  is  all  man  made.  The  body  that 
Christie  inhabits  is  a male  body  in  all  aspects  other  than  what  the  physicians  have 
supplied. 

The  court  then  makes  the  most  offensive  statement  any  transsexual  could  possi- 
bly imagine.  “There  are  some  things  we  cannot  will  into  being.  They  just  are.  We  hold, 
as  a matter  of  law,  that  Christie  Littleton  is  a male.  Christie  cannot  be  married  to 
another  male.  Her  marriage  to  Jonathon  was  invalid,  and  she  cannot  bring  a cause  of 
action  as  a surviving  spouse." 

Last  month  TGAIN  sent  an  Amicus  or  "friend  of  the  court"  brief  which  was 
accepted  by  the  court.  Anticipating  exactly  this  kind  of  ruling,  our  brief  asked  the 
court  to  include  in  its  decision  a statement  suggesting  that  the  Texas  legislature  need- 
ed to  pass  a law  (or  perhaps  laws)  to  clarify  the  issues  involved  in  this  case.  On  page 
eight  of  the  court  decision,  the  second  paragraph  reads: 

In  our  system  of  government  it  is  for  the  legislature,  should  it  choose  to  do  so, 
to  determine  what  guidelines  should  govern  the  recognition  of  marriages  involving 
transsexuals.  The  need  for  legislative  guidelines  is  particularly  important  in  this 
case,  where  the  claim  being  asserted  is  statutorily  based.  The  statute  defines  who 
may  bring  a cause  of  action:  a surviving  spouse,  and  if  the  legislature  intends  to 
recognize  transsexuals  as  surviving  spouses,  the  statute  needs  to  address  the 
guidelines  by  which  such  recognition  is  recognized.  When  or  whether  the  legislature 
will  choose  to  address  this  issue  is  not  within  the  judiciary’s  control. 

TGAIN  has  made  three  attempts  to  get  exactly  this  kind  of  clarification  entered 
into  the  Texas  legislature.  This  past  session  we  were  told  there  was  no  need  to  have 
such  clarification.  As  a result  the  bill  died  in  committee.  The  Littleton  case  was  exact- 
ly what  TGAIN  was  working  to  avoid.  Ironically,  this  ruling  may  be  exactly  what  we 
need  to  get  our  legislation  passed.  The  problem,  and  the  blessing  in  disguise,  is  that 
the  legislature  does  not  meet  this  year.  This  gives  us  time  to  devise  our  strategy,  lay 
the  groundwork  with  legislators  across  the  state,  and  put  on  a full  court  press  in  the 
next  session. 

This  was  a terrible  decision.  The  ramifications  on  issues  like  health  insurance, 
employability,  and  of  course  our  legal  status  as  men  or  women,  are  only  now  begin- 
ning to  become  clear.  Anyone  who  believes  gays  and  lesbians  have  nothing  in  com- 
mon with  transgenders  need  only  see  the  court's  use  of  the  Defense  of  Marriage  Act 
against  us. 


Donald  Greer  and  Paul  Mohl,  testified 
that  "Christie  is  medically  a woman." 

The  chief  justice  also  acknowl- 
edged that  transsexuals  are  not  homo- 
sexuals. Nevertheless,  he  concluded 
that  "her  female  anatomy  is  all  man- 
made. There  are  some  things  that  we 
cannot  will  into  being.  They  just  are." 

In  concurring  with  Hardberger, 
Justice  Karen  Angelini  wrote,  "this 
case  involves  no  disputed  fact  issues 
for  a jury  to  decide,  but  presents  this 
court  with  pure  issues  of  law  and 
public  policy." 

Hardberger 's  opinion  on  public 
policy  concurred  with  oral  arguments 
provided  Sept.  2 by  George  Brinn, 
attorney  for  the  defendant.  Dr.  Mark 
Prange.  Brinn  argued  that  juries  are 
not  asked  to  answer  questions  with- 
out appropriate  instructions  or  guide- 
lines. 

"In  our  system  of  government,  it 
is  for  the  Legislature  to  determine 
what  guidelines  should  govern  the 
recognition  of  marriages  involving 
transsexuals,"  Hardberger  wrote. 

Hicks  argued  that  the  Legislature 
already  took  up  the  issue,  which  twice 
this  decade  was  brought  to  state  com- 
mittees by  a gender  lobby. 

And  in  an  opinion  filed  on 
Littleton's  behalf  by  the  Texas  Gender 
Advocacy  Information  Network,  its 
executive  director,  Sarah  DePalma, 
said  transsexuals  at  this  year's  legisla- 
tive session  were  told  their  bill  to 
legally  streamline  gender  transitions 
died  because  representatives  "were 
not  convinced  there  was  a need  to 
address  the  issue."  "The  chromoso- 
mal argument  made  in  this  case  and 
the  potential  it  has  to  do  irreparable 
harm  to  hundreds  of  transsexuals 
across  the  state  is  a grave  concern  to 
us,"  DePalma  said.  Of  the  four  exam- 
ples in  case  law  cited,  one  came  from 
England,  another  from  New  Zealand 
and  two  from  the  United  States.  Only 
one  case  upheld  a transsexual  mar- 
riage (M.T.  versus  J.T.)  in  a New 
Je.  3y  superior  court.  The  New  Jersey 
case  involved  a man  who  paid  for  his 
mate's  sex-change  operation  and 
lived  with  her  as  man  and  wife  for 


two  years.  When  they  separated  she 
sued  for  support. 

The  lower  court  sided  with  the 
transsexual,  stating:  "If  the  psycho- 
logical choice  of  a person  is  medically 
sound,  not  a mere  whim,  and  irre- 
versible sex  reassignment  surgery  has 
been  performed,  society  has  no  right 
to  prohibit  the  transsexual  from  lead- 


ing a normal  life." 

The  New  Jersey  appellate  court 
agreed. 

The  Facts  of  the  Case 

A 2 September  article  by  Adolfo  Pesquera 
in  the  San  Antonio  Express-News  out- 
lined the  facts  of  the  case: 
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April  Ashley’s  Odyssey 


April  Ashley  can  reportedly 
swear  like  the  Liverpool  steve- 
dore she  once  was.  Her  kiss- 
and-tell  autobiography  begins 
with  Prince  Max  von 
Hohlenlohe-Langenburg  asking 
whether  her  nipples  were 
brown  or  pink.  "The  palest, 
Max,"  she  told  him,  "pink." 

April,  formerly  George 
Jamieson,  was  a minor  celebrity, 
in  1960's  London,  where  she 
made  the  acquaintance  of 
Arthur  Corbett,  a minor  noble- 
man and  a balding  forty-some- 
thing crossdresser  who  saw  in 
the  exquisite  April  everything 
he  wanted  to  be.  Eventually 
they  were  married,  and  eventu- 
ally, divorced,  with  April  asking 
for  alimony.  The  case  wound  up 
in  the  court  of  Roger  Ormrod,  who  didn't  like  her,  not  a bit:  "He  never  once  looked 
me  straight  in  the  eye  but  glanced  furtively  in  my  direction  and  mumbled  his  refer- 
ences to  me  as  if  they  were  distasteful  to  him"  (p.  214  of  April  Ashley's  Odyssey). 
Arthur  Corbett  said  to  the  judge  about  his  crossdressing,  "I  didn't  like  what  I saw. 
You  want  the  fantasy  to  appear  right."  Of  April,  he  said,  "There  was  so  much  more 
than  I could  ever  hope  to  be.  It  far  outstripped  any  fantasy  for  myself"  (p.  215). 

April  was  known  for  debauchery,  which  may  have  been  one  reason  for  Ormrod's 
distaste  for  her.  Her  transsexualism  may  have  been  another  reason.  Her  mesmerizing 
effect  on  Corbett  may  have  been  a third.  But  when  one  of  the  experts  in  the  case. 
Professor  Ivor  Mills,  told  her,  "There  is  a great  deal  of  snobbery  in  this  case,  April," 
he  was  doubtless  referring  to  the  class  differences  involved.  April  came  from  common 
stock,  and  both  Corbett  and  Ormrod  were  noblemen  in  an  extremely  class-conscious 
country.  Birds  of  a feather,  after  all,  flock  together.  April,  realizing  this,  remarked. 


Photograph  of  April  Ashley  by  Ken  Walker 


"By  this  I assumed  [Mills]  meant  not  only  the  obvious  prejudices  against  trans- 
sexuals and  the  usual  gestures  of  male  chauvinism  but  also  a more  subtle  associ- 
ation between  Arthur,  Arthur's  counsel,  and  the  bench,  the  subconscious  intran- 
sigence and  hauteur  of  educated  gentlemen  who  had  no  intention  of  being  made 
to  revise,  or  even  examine,  their  notions  of  what  a man,  a woman,  a marriage 
might  be,  especially  not  at  the  behest  of  a parvenu  such  as  myself  who,  having 
been  born  in  a Liverpool  slum,  not  only  refused  to  stay  there  but  had  the  damn 
nerve  to  change  her  sex  into  the  bargain,  but  more,  much  more,  cheek  of  all  cheek, 
had  the  impertinence  to  marry 
into  the  peerage  as  well!"  (p.  216). 

As  a result  of  Corbett  v.  Corbett, 

British  transsexuals  have  been 
denied  the  right  to  marry.  Ironically, 
as  Texas  transsexuals  lose  that  right, 
the  pressure  group  Press  for  Change 
is  making  inroads  in  the  UK  and  may 
soon  drag  that  country  into  line  with 
the  rest  of  the  European  Union. 

▼ 


Arthur  Corbett  and  April  Ashley  » 


Court  to  Decide  What’s 
Changed  in  Sex  Operations 

An  operation  changed 
Christie  Lee  Littleton's  gender 
in  the  eyes  of  her  husband, 
now  an  appeals  court  must 
decide  if  it  made  her  a woman 
in  the  eyes  of  the  law. 

The  case  of  whether  she 
is  a widow  came  to  court  after 
Littleton's  husband  died  and 
she  sued  a doctor  for  malprac- 
tice. But  his  malpractice  attor- 
ney came  up  with  the  "chro- 
mosomal" defense  Littleton 
had  no  right  to  sue  because 
same-sex  marriages  are  illegal 
in  Texas. 

In  arguments  Thursday 
before  the  Fourth  Court  of 
Appeals,  Littleton's  attorney 
sought  to  persuade  the  panel 
that  there's  a legal  distinction 
between  same-sex  partners 
and  a couple  in  which  one  has 
undergone  a sex-change  oper- 
ation. 

"I  think  the  (genital) 
amputation  is  a pretty  signifi- 
cant line,  Mr.  Chief  Justice," 
Littleton's  attorney.  Dale 
Hicks,  told  Chief  Justice  Phil 
Hardberger. 

The  issue  must  be  decid- 
ed if  Littleton,  47,  is  to  pursue 
the  suit  against  the  doctor  she 
claims  erred  in  diagnosing  her 
husband's  illness.  Jonathan 
Littleton  died  in  1996  at  age  35 
of  a pulmonary  embolism. 

Hicks  noted  the  case  has 
wide  broad  implications. 

"This  is  not  an  uncom- 
mon thing,"  Hicks  said  of 
transsexual  marriages,  adding 
that  a ruling  declaring  the 
Littletons'  marriage  as  one  of 
a same-sex  couple  would 
"void  all  these  existing  mar- 
riages." 

As  the  plaintiff  sat  quiet- 
ly, dressed  in  a beige  business 
suit,  Justice  Alma  Lopez 
asked  the  defense  attorney  for 
Dr.  Mark  Prange  whether 
medical  science  had  arrived  at 
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a definition  for  a transsexual. 

"We  are  born  with  an  essence. 
It  goes  to  the  cellular  level," 
George  Brin  responded.  "It  cannot 
be  altered  by  a scalpel." 

Brin  first  argued  that  the 
Littletons'  union  was  a same-sex 
marriage  before  288th  District 
Court  Judge  Frank  Montalvo.  The 
district  court  judge  agreed  in 
November  to  Brin's  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  case.  Brin  argued, 
Thursday,  that  the  Legislature,  not 
a jury,  should  decide  the  issue. 

"The  Legislature  has  already 
decided  on  the  issue,"  Hicks  coun- 
tered. 

Hicks  noted  that  state  law 
allows  people  to  change  their  gen- 
der on  their  birth  certificate. 

Littleton  had  her  birth  certifi- 
cate amended  by  a district  judge, 
in  what  Hicks  described  as  an 
uncontroversial  "ministerial  func- 
tion." "Mr.  Littleton  was  totally 
aware  about  her,  loved  her  and 
married  her,"  Hicks  said. 

Littleton  had  her  sex-change 
operation  in  1979,  10  years  before 
she  met  her  husband. 

The  procedure  involved  a psy- 
chiatric diagnosis,  hormonal  treat- 
ments and  surgeries  that  included 
penile  amputation,  Hicks  noted. 

"It  certainly  does  not  appear 
that  a person  can  walk  off  the 
street  and  make  that  decision  from 
one  day  to  the  next,"  Lopez  said. 

But  when  Hardberger  asked 
Brin  what  weight  the  operations 
should  be  given,  Brin  said:  "To  say 
an  opening  made  is  a vagina  is 
inaccurate.  Chromosomally,  the 
person  does  not  change.  It  does 
not  rise  to  the  level  of  a true  alter- 
ation of  gender." 

What  harm  is  there,  asked 
Justice  Karen  Angelini,  in  allowing 
Littleton  legal  standing  as  the 
spouse? 

"There  is  harm  in  a public  pol- 
icy sense,"  Brin  insisted,  "in  mak- 
ing an  exception  without  the 
underlying  study  and  analysis." 

The  courts,  Brin  continued,  are 


not  in  a position  to  give  a jury  the 
guidance  they  need  to  decide  defi- 
nitions of  gender. 

But  if  only  the  female-born, 
Hicks  asked,  are  to  be  given  legal 
standing  in  marriages  to  males, 
"what  do  we  do  with  a hermaph- 
rodite, what  do  we  do  with  per- 
sons who  wait  10,  20  years  before 
deciding  which  way  they're  going 
to  go?" 

Transsexuals,  Hicks  said,  exist 
as  a segment  of  society.  "They  are 
going  to  have  lives,"  Hicks  said. 
"They  are  going  to  marry.  We  are 
condemning  Mrs.  Littleton  and 
people  like  her  to  live  outside  the 
bounds  and  norms  of  society." 

This  case  is  a virtual  revisitation 
of  the  UK  case  Corbett  v.  Corbett,  in 
which  Justice  Ormrod's  homophobic 
decision  that  post-operative  transsex- 
ual April  Ashley  was  a male  deprived 
British  transsexuals  of  the  right  to 
marry  and  have  birth  certificates  and 
passports  identifying  them  as  male 
[see  sidebar,  previous  page].  For  some 
inexplicable  reason,  the  Texas  court 
ignored  the  most  logical  precedent  in 
this  case,  the  New  Jersey  M.T.  v J.T., 
in  favor  of  British  law. 

Why  do  we  say  Sir  Roger 
Ormrod's  decision  was  homophobic? 
Check  out  the  excerpts  from  his  judge- 
ment, making  note  of  the  fact  that 
MTF  transsexual  vaginas  and  non- 
transsexual  vaginas  are  in  exactly  the 
same  place  relative  to  the  anus.  Guess 
we  know  where  Ormie’s  mind  was, 
huh? 

Obviously,  in  Texas,  they  also 
have  a hard  time  telling 
steers  from  queers — Ed. 


Some  Excerpts  from  Ormrod's 
Monumentally  Stupid  Decision 
In  Corbett  vs.  Corbett 

I do  not  think  that  sexual  intercourse 
using  the  completely  artificial  cavity 
constructed  by  Dr.  Bouros  can  possibly 
be  described  as  "ordinary  and  com- 
plete intercourse"  or  as  vera  copula  -- 
of  a natural  sort  of  coitus.  In  my  judge- 
ment, it  is  the  reverse  of  ordinary  and 
in  no  sense  natural.  When  such  a cav- 
ity has  been  constructed  in  a male,  the 
difference  between  sexual  intercourse 
using  it  and  anal  or  intra-crural  inter- 
course is,  in  my  judgement,  to  be  mea- 
sured in  centimeters. 

The  body  in  its  postoperative  state 
looks  more  like  a female  than  a male  as 
the  result  of  very  skillful  surgery.  To  put 
it  in  the  words  of  Professor  Dewhurst, 
"The  pastiche  (sic)  of  femininity  was 
convincing."  This,  I feel,  is  an  accurate 
description  of  the  respondent  ...  per 
outward  appearance  at  first  sight,  is 
convincingly  feminine,  but  on  closer 
and  longer  examination  in  the  witness 
box,  it  was  much  less  so.  The  voice, 
manner,  gestures,  and  attitude  became 
increasingly  reminiscent  of  the  accom- 
plished female  impersonator. 

The  Littleton  vs. 
Prange  Ruling 

The  ruling  can  also  be 
found  online  at 
chttp:  / / www.4thcoa.courts 
. state,  tx.us/ 

opinions/9900010.htm>. 

▼ 
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Your  editor  has  been  warning  people 
about  John  Ronald  (“Table- 
Top”)  Brown  since  1989.  She 
was  late  to  take  up  arms;  Viva 
magazine  long  ago  identified  Brown 
as  one  of  the  worst  plastic  surgeons 
in  the  U.S. 

Transsexuals  Tell  of  Botched 
Surgeries  by  Former  Doctor 

by  Michelle  Williams, 

Associated  Press  Writer 
29  September,  1999 

SAN  DIEGO  (AP) — Two  transsexuals 
say  they  were  so  desperate  to  live 
their  lives  as  women  that  they 
allowed  a former  sex  change  doctor 
to  operate  on  them  at  a clinic  in 
Tijuana,  Mexico,  despite  his  question- 
able expertise  and  demand  for 
advance  cash  payment. 

The  result  was  pain,  suffering 
and  disfiguration,  said  the  women, 
who  testified  Tuesday,  at  the  murder 
trial  for  John  Ronald  Brown. 
Testimony  resumes  today  at  San 
Diego  County  Superior  Court. 

Brown,  77,  is  accused  of  second- 
degree  murder  in  the  death  of  Philip 
Bondy,  an  elderly  New  York  man 
who  paid  $10,000  to  get  his  healthy 
leg  amputated  to  satisfy  a sexual 
fetish.  If  convicted,  he  faces  life 
imprisonment. 


Trans 


News 
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Brown  performed  Bondy's  opera- 
tion in  May  1998  at  a Tijuana  clinic. 
Bondy,  a man  frail  from  pneumonia 
and  heart  disease,  died  two  days  later 
at  a suburban  San  Diego  motel  due  to 
gangrene  poisoning. 

Before  his  trial  started  last  week. 
Brown  pleaded  guilty  to  practicing 
medicine  without  a license  relating  to 
seven  shoddy  sex-change  operations 
or  related  treatments. 

Judge  Bernard  Revak  ruled 
Tuesday,  that  two  of  those  transsexu- 
als could  testify  at  the  trial,  allowing 
prosecutor  Stacy  Running  to  show  a 
pattern  of  Brown  practicing  medicine 
with  disregard  to  the  health  of  his 
patients.  That  is  a necessary  legal  ele- 
ment for  jurors  to  find  him  guilty  of 
murdering  Bondy. 

Defense  attorney  Sheldon 
Sherman  said  that  Brown  did  not  per- 
form the  surgeries  to  commit  murder 
nor  did  he  disregard  the  seriousness 
of  the  procedures. 

A witness  referred  to  only  as 
"Carrie,"  who  had  a sex  change  oper- 
ation by  another  doctor  in  1991,  testi- 
fied that  she  contacted  Brown  in  1997 
about  reconstructing  her  female  geni- 
talia so  it  would  be  more  attractive 
for  nude  modeling. 

She  said  she  knew  Brown  had 
lost  his  California  medical  license  in 
1977  for  botching  sex  change  opera- 
tions, but  she  went  ahead  with  the 
surgery.  "I  was  just  desperate,"  she 
said. 

She  went  to  the  Tijuana  clinic 
where  Brown  removed  a layer  of  skin 
from  the  inside  of  her  mouth  to  sew 
onto  her  genitalia.  She  was  sent  home 
that  day  without  antibiotics  or  pain 
medicine,  she  said.  It  took  her  three 
months  to  heal  from  the  unsuccessful 
surgery,  she  said. 

Yet,  a year  later,  Carrie  allowed 
Brown  to  come  to  her  Los  Angeles 
home  to  correct  the  procedure  by 
injecting  her  genitalia  with  silicon. 
She  cried  as  she  described  the  diffi- 


culties caused  by  that  procedure  and 
the  extent  of  her  desperation, 
prompting  the  judge  to  call  a short 
recess. 

Another  Los  Angeles  woman, 
Camille,  testified  that  she  nearly  died 
after  Brown  unsuccessfully  changed 
her  gender  from  male  to  female,  and 
then  sent  her  home  without  proper 
medications  and  follow-up  care. 

"The  pain  was  literally  indescrib- 
able and  never-ceasing,"  said  the 
woman,  who  was  hospitalized  for 
several  days  after  the  botched 
surgery  because  of  complications  and 
infections.  "It  was  like  the  process  of 
childbirth,  only  childbirth  ends.  This 
didn't." 

She  said  Brown  misrepresented 
himself  as  a reputable  doctor  in  the 
sex  change  field  and  seemed  more 
concerned  about  the  money  than  the 
well-being  and  comfort  of  his 
patients. 

New  York  psychologist  Gregg 
Lurth  testified  earlier  Tuesday  that  he 
and  Bondy  shared  a fetish  known  as 
apotemnophilia,  the  desire  to  remove 
a limb  because  the  person  doesn't 
believe  it  should  be  part  of  their  body. 

Lurth  paid  Brown  to  amputate 
one  of  his  legs  last  year  but  he  backed 
out  after  seeing  one  of  the  Mexican 
doctors  who  was  to  assist  in  the 
surgery  walk  into  the  clinic  carrying  a 
butcher  knife. 

Two  weeks  later,  Bondy,  79,  trav- 
eled to  San  Diego  for  his  surgery, 
using  the  $5,000  Lurth  had  given 
Brown  as  a down  payment  on  his 
surgery. 

Lurth  flew  to  San  Diego  on  May 
10  to  accompany  Bondy  back  to  New 
York.  He  said  Bondy's  leg  was  ban- 
daged and  he  noticed  no  complica- 
tions. 

The  next  morning,  he  found 
Bondy  dead  in  his  motel  bed.  Lurth 
called  police,  but  to  protect  his  friend, 
he  told  officers  that  Bondy  had  been 
in  a car  accident.  However,  receipts 
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were  found  in  Bondy's  room  showing 
he  gave  Brown  two  payments  of 
$5,000  in  cash:  one  for  the  operation, 
one  for  recovery  care. 

Furth  later  told  the  truth.  In 
exchange  for  his  testimony,  Furth  was 
granted  immunity. 

• 

RELATED  STORY 

Sex-change  Doc  Guilty  of 
Murder 

Associated  Press 
6 October,  1999 

SAN  DIEGO  (AP) — A doctor  whose 
license  was  suspended  22  years  ago 
for  performing  shoddy  sex-change 
operations  was  convicted  of  second- 
degree  murder  yesterday  in  the  death 
of  a man  who  had  a healthy  leg 
amputated  to  satisfy  a sexual  fetish. 

John  Ronald  Brown  could  face 
life  imprisonment. 

Sentencing  was  set  for  Novem- 
ber 3. 

Brown,  77,  amputated  the  leg  of 
Philip  Bondy,  a New  York  man  who 
paid  Brown  $10,000  for  the  operation 
in  May  1998.  Bondy,  79,  died  of  gan- 
grene poisoning  two  days  after  the 
operation. 

Defense  attorney  Sheldon 
Sherman  argued  that  Brown  was 
guilty  only  of  operating  on  the  fringe 
and  providing  "help  for  the  weirdos" 
because  traditional  doctors  wouldn't. 

"No  one  would  deal  with  these 
transsexuals.  They  are  a cancer  and  a 
plague  on  society.  We  don't  want  to 
deal  with  them.  John  Brown  was  will- 
ing to  deal  with  them,"  Sherman  said. 

But  prosecutor  Stacy  Running 
said  Brown  "just  chopped  off" 
Bondy's  leg  below  the  knee  and  then 
dumped  him  at  a hotel  to  recuperate 
alone  while  he  buried  the  leg  in  the 
desert  to  hide  the  evidence. 

Bondy  called  Brown  the  next  day, 
complaining  that  he  was  bleeding 
and  oozing  from  the  stump.  Running 
said.  Brown  returned  to  the  hotel, 
rewrapped  the  leg  and  suggested 
Bondy  take  more  pain  medications. 

Brown,  who  lost  his  medical 
license  in  1977,  was  convicted  in  1989 
in  San  Francisco  for  an  unsuccessful 
scalp  surgery  to  shift  the  hairline  of  a 
man  during  a sex-change  operation. 


Brown  served  three  years  and  then 
moved  to  San  Ysidro  at  the  U.S.- 
Mexico  border  to  start  his  under- 
ground medical  practice  again. 
Copyright  1999,  Gay  People's  Chronicle 

Transgender  Woman 
Murdered  in  Cleveland;  Police 
Have  No  Suspects 

by  Dawn  E.  Leach 
8 October,  1999 

CLEVELAND— The  body  of  a mur- 
dered transgender  woman  was  found 
at  an  abandoned  factory  the  morning 
of  Monday,  September  27. 

The  victim  was  19-year-old 
Chareka  Keys,  a transgender  woman 
who  divided  her  time  between  homes 
in  Cleveland  and  Detroit.  Police 
found  Keys'  body  at  10:30  am  on  the 
loading  dock  of  the  abandoned  facto- 
ry building  at  2271  E.  69th  St.  after 
receiving  an  anonymous  call. 

Lt.  Edward  Thiery,  public  rela- 
tions officer  for  the  Cleveland  police 
department,  said  that  the  cause  of 
death  was  a blunt  trauma  to  the  head, 
and  police  have  ruled  the  death  a 
homicide.  Investigators  have  no  sus- 
pects at  this  time. 

Friends  said  they  found  hard  to 
imagine  why  someone  would  want  to 
hurt  Keys. 

"She  was  a really  sweet  person. 
She  was  a peacemaker,"  said  Je'Neen 
"Scooter"  Williams,  one  of  Keys' 
friends.  "She  was  never  a fighter,  and 
she  was  not  the  type  of  person  to  get 
into  arguments." 

"It's  so  sad,"  said  Kristen 
Mullins,  another  friend.  "Did  she 
pick  someone  up,  did  she  run  into  the 
wrong  person?" 

Williams  said  she  knew  some- 
times transgender  people  are 
attacked  by  pick-up  dates  who 
become  enraged  when  they  discover 
they  are  with  a transgendered  per- 
son. However,  Williams  dismissed 
the  possibility  that  could  have  hap- 
pened to  Keys. 

"Chareka  didn't  like  straight 
guys,"  Williams  said.  "She  was  never 
the  type  to  mislead  a guy.  She  always 
kept  it  up  front." 

Investigators  said  they  are  open 
to  any  information  that  may  help 


them  determine  what  happened  to 
Keys. 

Police  urged  anyone  who  may 
have  information  to  call  the 
Cleveland  Police  homicide  depart- 
ment at  216-623-5464. 

Courtesy  of  Gender  Advocacy  Network 
News 

• 

21  -Year-Old  Transperson 
Found  Dead 

By  Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith 
1 September,  1999 

PASSAIC,  NJ — According  to  a report 
from  the  Bergen  Record,  a 21 -year-old 
transgendered  individual  with  the 
birth  name  of  Kareem  Washington 
was  found  murdered  in  Passaic,  New 
Jersey  on  29  August,  1999. 

When  found  by  two  employees 
of  a nearby  trucking  company, 
Washington,  who  was  wearing 
women's  clothing,  had  been  stabbed 
several  times  in  the  back  and  throat. 
Washington  had  been  seen  alive  near 
the  area  around  6:00  a.m.  on  Monday, 
approximately  four  hours  before  the 
body  was  discovered. 

Police  do  not  yet  have  a suspect 
or  a murder  weapon,  but  they  don't 
believe  robbery  was  the  motive,  as 
Washington's  wallet,  containing  both 
cash  and  identification,  was  found  on 
the  body. 

The  area  where  Washington's 
body  was  found,  Hanover  Street,  is 
also  known  as  a haven  for  prostitu- 
tion. Washington's  mother,  Cynthia 
Washington,  is  adamant  that  her 
child  was  not  a prostitute,  as  investi- 
gators have  theorized. 

Courtesy  of  Gender  Advocacy  Network 
News 

• 

Chicago  Trans  Attack 
Leaves  One  Dead,  One 
Wounded 

by  Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith 
Courtesy  of  Gender  Advocacy  Network 
News,  15  September,  1999 

An  attack  on  two  transgendered 
individuals  in  Chicago  left  one  dead 
and  one  severely  wounded. 

On  July  27, 1999,  Baretta  Williams 
and  a friend  of  hers,  known  as 
"Pebbles,"  was  viciously  attacked  by 
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an  as-of-yet  unnamed  assailant. 
Baretta  was  shot  sixteen  times,  as 
well  as  pistol  whipped,  tied  up  with 
speaker  wire,  and  gagged  with  a sock 
taped  into  her  mouth.  Baretta  was 
pronounced  dead  at  the  scene. 

Pebbles  was  also  shot  in  the  face 
on  the  left  side  of  her  jaw.  Pebbles, 
who  has  since  been  discharged  from 
the  hospital,  had  to  have  a metal 
plate  placed  in  her  jaw  and  under- 
went a tracheotomy,  leaving  her 
unable  to  speak. 

Lorrainne  Sade  Baskerville,  a 
friend  of  both  victims  and  the 
Executive  Director  of  Transgenesis,  is 
establishing  a trust  fund  for  transgen- 
dered  hate  crime  victims  in  Chicago. 
• 

Arson  Victim  Was  With  Red 
Cross,  Hotel  Resident  Called 
Dedicated  Volunteer 

by  Kathleen  Sullivan  and  Emily 
Gurnon 

San  Francisco  Examiner 
October  5,  1999 

SAN  FRANCISCO — The  tenant  who 
lost  her  life  in  a Mission  District  resi- 
dential hotel  fire  was  an  American 
Red  Cross  worker  who  volunteered 
her  time  helping  others  deal  with  dis- 
aster, Red  Cross  officials  said. 

Rexanne  Battershell,  47,  appar- 
ently had  lived  at  the  hotel  for  only  a 
couple  of  weeks,  said  Jeff  Rose,  a fel- 
low Red  Cross  staff  member  who 
worked  with  Battershell  for  a month 
during  Hurricane  George  in  Puerto 
Rico  last  fall. 

Rescue  workers  in  that  disaster 
had  no  lights,  no  air  conditioning  and 
no  water,  said  Rose.  "The  conditions 
were  not  very  good,  but  she  kept  a 
smile  on  her  face." 

Police  said  Battershell,  a trans- 
sexual whose  body  was  initially  iden- 
tified as  a man,  was  found  dead  in  a 
third-floor  bathroom  shower  at  the 
King  Hotel,  a three-story,  wood- 
frame  building  at  663  Valencia  St.  that 
was  swallowed  in  flames  Sunday 
morning. 

A tenant  of  the  hotel,  44-year-old 
Sandra  Fay  Taylor,  was  arrested  on 
suspicion  of  arson  and  murder  short- 
ly after  the  four-alarm  fire  started. 


Police  said,  Tuesday,  she  had  a 
lengthy  criminal  history  dating  back 
to  1975  that  included  an  arrest  on 
Dec.  28,  1990,  on  arson  charges. 
Police  would  not  elaborate  on  the  old 
case  except  to  say  the  fire  occurred  at 
Fulton  and  Octavia  streets.  The 
charges  were  dismissed  by  the  dis- 
trict attorney  on  May  21,  1991. 

A manager  at  the  King  Hotel  said 
Taylor  had  been  asked  to  move  out 
Sunday  morning  because  she  hadn't 
paid  for  any  additional  days  there. 
Taylor,  held  at  San  Francisco  County 
Jail,  declined  The  Examiner's  request 
for  an  interview  Monday. 

Meanwhile,  details  emerged 
about  the  condition  of  the  hotel, 
which  included  a fire  exit  door  that 
had  been  nailed  shut.  Despite  a city 
order  to  immediately  fix  the  door,  the 
owners  of  the  King  Hotel  had  failed 
to  comply  six  days  later  when  an 
inspector  returned,  city  officials  said. 
It  is  not  yet  known  if  the  blocked  fire 
exit  was  a factor  in  the  death  or 
injuries  that  occurred  Sunday  - nine 
days  after  the  order  by  the 
Department  of  Building  Inspection. 
Some  tenants  trying  to  flee  the  hotel 
reported  the  fire  exit  door,  located  on 
the  ground  floor,  was  locked,  forcing 
them  to  return  upstairs  to  find  anoth- 
er way  to  safety. 

Coroner's  officials  said  the  cause 
of  Battershell's  death  had  not  yet 
been  determined. 

But  it  was  her  life  that  was  the 
subject  of  discussion  among  Red 
Cross  workers  as  they  assisted  fire 
victims  at  the  Mission  Recreation 
Center,  Monday  evening. 

On  Call  For  Disaster  Work 

Battershell  worked  for  the  Santa 
Clara  chapter  of  the  organization  up 
until  about  a year  ago,  when  she 
moved  to  San  Francisco,  said  Martin 
Ayala,  disaster  manager  for  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  chapter.  She  came 
to  a meeting  for  volunteer  disaster 
workers  on  Sept.  27,  and  wanted  to 
make  sure  her  name  was  on  the  on- 
call  roster,  Ayala  said.  She  was  on  call 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  nights, 
ready  to  help  out  in  any  natural  dis- 
aster in  San  Francisco,  he  said. 


Battershell  was  also  qualified  as  a 
national  volunteer,  meaning  she 
could  be  sent  to  a disaster  anywhere 
in  the  country — which  is  why  she 
worked  the  hurricane  in  Puerto  Rico. 
She  had  also  inquired  about  going  to 
the  East  Coast  in  the  wake  of 
Hurricane  Floyd,  Ayala  said.  "She 
was  dedicated." 

"There  had  been  a major  commit- 
ment on  her  part,"  he  said.  "At  our 
meetings  she  seemed  very  outgoing. 
She  seemed  eager  to  share  her  skills." 

Rose  said  Battershell  even  took 
care  of  a couple  of  stray  cats  that  had 
made  the  Puerto  Rico  service  center 
their  home  after  the  hurricane. 

When  police  found  Battershell's 
Red  Cross  identification,  they  noti- 
fied the  organization,  said  Amy 
Gaver,  who  is  overseeing  the  Red 
Cross  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  King 
Hotel  victims.  "This  was  pretty  much 
of  a shock,"  she  said. 

Ayala  agreed.  "It  really  took  a lot 
of  our  disaster  folk  by  surprise  that 
one  of  our  own  would  be  involved  in 
something  like  that" — not  as  a work- 
er, but  as  a victim,  he  said. 

• 

After  Sex  Change,  Teacher  Is 
Barred  From  School 

By  Evelyn  Nieves 
New  York  Times 
27  September,  1999 

ANTEFOPE,  CA — By  all  accounts, 
David  Warfield  was  an  excellent 
teacher.  He  came  to  Center  High 
School  here  in  suburban  Sacramento 
for  his  first  teaching  job  nine  years 
ago  and  soon  made  a name  for  him- 
self, developing  a program  for  unmo- 
tivated students  that  became  the 
award-winning  Media  Communications 
Academy.  Students  routinely  called 
him  one  of  the  best  teachers  they  ever 
had  or  expected  to  have,  the  one  most 
likely  to  be  remembered  as  a major 
influence  in  their  lives.  He  was 
awarded  an  $80,000  grant  for  his  pro- 
gram, won  the  school's  "Stand  and 
Deliver"  award  for  the  teacher  who 
most  inspires  students  and  received  a 
standing  ovation  from  the  district's 
staff  at  its  annual  meeting  last 
September. 

Given  this  backdrop,  when 
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David  Warfield  wrote  a letter  to  col- 
leagues in  May  explaining  that  he 
was  undergoing  a sex  change  and 
planned  to  return  to  school  as  Dana 
Rivers,  shock  quickly  turned  to  sym- 
pathy. In  June,  after  the  school  board 
sent  a letter  disclosing  Warfield's 
decision  to  all  1,500  families  in  the 
district,  only  four  parents  wrote  back 
in  protest. 

But  Dana  Rivers  has  yet  to  walk 
through  the  doors  of  Center  High. 
Weeks  before  classes  started,  the 
school  board  voted  3-to-2  to 
place  her  on  paid  administra- 
tive leave  pending  a formal 
dismissal,  which  is  expected 
soon.  What  might  have  been  a 
quiet  if  difficult  adjustment  at 
Center  High  to  get  to  know  the 
person  some  students  once 
called  "mountain  man"  for  his 
love  of  macho  sports  has 
instead  become  the  sole  subject 
of  school  board  meetings  and  a 
growing,  rancorous  debate  in 
this  ethnically  diverse,  middle- 
class  town. 

At  its  core  lies  the  ques- 
tion: Why  would  Dana  Rivers 
be  fired?  To  her  supporters,  the 
answer  is  obvious.  "The  board 
members  didn't  want  a trans- 
sexual teacher,"  said  Ray 
Bender,  a board  member  who 
voted  against  dismissal  pro- 
ceedings. "They  said  they  did- 
n't want  to  create  confusion  for  the 
students." 

The  Dana  Rivers  case,  he  said, 
has  become  a cause  for  religious  con- 
servatives assisted  by  the  Pacific 
Justice  Institute,  a local  conservative 
legal  organization  that  demanded 
that  the  school  board  fire  the  teacher 
or  face  a lawsuit.  "One  board  mem- 
ber," Bender  said,  "was  heard  telling 
a parent  that  this  is  a holy  issue." 

But  board  members  who  voted  to 
begin  dismissal  proceedings  say  their 
position  has  nothing  to  do  with  trans- 
sexualism, the  Pacific  Justice  Institute 
or  religious  conservatives.  "That  is 
the  furthest  thing  from  the  truth," 
said  Scott  Rodowick,  the  board  presi- 
dent. "This  is  about  parental  rights. 
This  is  about  issues  that  the  board 
became  aware  of  that  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  teacher's  being  transgen- 


dered.  There  are  things  I know  that  I 
would  love  to  talk  about,  but  I have 
to  respect  the  rights  of  an  employee. 
It's  a personnel  issue." 

The  majority  on  the  board 
refused  to  discuss  the  case,  but  the 
board  members  who  voted  for  Ms. 
Rivers  said  that  the  others  wanted  an 
excuse  to  fire  her.  They  found  it,  the 
board  members  say,  in  a few  parents 
who  complained  that  the  teacher  had 
improperly  discussed  her  condition, 
known  as  gender  dysphoria,  with 


photo  of  Dana  Rivers  by  Nancy  Cain 
their  children. 

"One  parent  stood  up  at  a board 
meeting  and  said  that  her  daughter 
was  traumatized,"  said  Bender.  "But 
right  after  that,  her  daughter  stood 
up  and  told  the  board  that  her  moth- 
er was  wrong." 

But  Donna  Earnest,  whose  son  is 
a junior  at  Center  High  School,  said 
she  was  not  the  only  one  who 
believed  her  parental  rights  were 
taken  from  her.  "My  position  is  that 
this  teacher  acted  totally  unprofes- 
sionally,"  she  said.  "My  child  was  not 
in  the  class,  but  kids  talk  all  over  the 
school,  and  according  to  the  kids,  he 
said  he  had  been  sodomized  as  a 
youth  and  that  he  always  felt  he  was 
a woman  trapped  in  a man's  body 
and  that  he  was  going  to  be  changing 
into  a woman  in  the  fall.  He  should 


have  gotten  permission  from  the  par- 
ents to  say  this." 

Brad  Dacus,  the  founder  of  the 
Pacific  Justice  Institute,  said  he  filed 
administrative  complaints  on  behalf 
of  more  than  a few  parents  who  felt 
that  their  children  had  been  trauma- 
tized. "One  student  had  to  be  pulled 
from  the  school,"  he  said,  "and  two 
children  have  had  to  be  put  in  coun- 
seling." 

Ms.  Rivers,  on  the  advice  of  the 
teachers  union,  would  not  discuss  the 
details  of  the  case.  But  her  col- 
leagues say  that  students 
learned  of  her  plan  when  teach- 
ers read  Ms.  Rivers'  letter  to 
their  classes.  Ms.  Rivers  said 
that  as  rumors  began  circulating 
throughout  the  school  and  stu- 
dents began  asking  about  them, 
she  agreed  to  an  interview  with 
the  school  newspaper.  The 
2,600-word  profile  was  printed 
the  week  before  school  ended  in 
June.  "I  didn't  have  to  send  a 
letter  to  everyone  telling  them 
what  I was  doing,"  Ms.  Rivers 
said.  "I  could  have  just  walked 
into  school.  But  what  confusion 
would  that  have  led  to?" 

In  a way,  the  debate  is  remi- 
niscent of  arguments  about  gay 
and  lesbian  teachers  who  come 
out  of  the  closet.  But  unlike  gays 
or  lesbians,  Ms.  Rivers  said, 
there  was  no  way  she  could 
hide  as  she  underwent  a gender 
transformation.  Her  hair  is  long  and 
auburn  now,  with  bangs.  She  wears 
eye  shadow,  pink  nail  polish  and 
skirts.  She  has  trained  her  vocal  cords 
to  deliver  a soft,  feminine  tenor.  "If 
there  was  a way  that  I could  have 
gone  on  the  way  I was,  believe  me,  I 
would  have,  because  this  is  the  hard- 
est thing  I have  ever  done,"  she  said. 

Until  age  44,  David  Warfield  had 
been  a Navy  electronics  expert,  a 
political  consultant  and  school  board 
member  in  Huntington  Beach  in 
Orange  County,  a baseball  coach  and 
a white-water  rafting  instructor.  Ms. 
Rivers  says  she  is  still  proud  of  that 
resume,  but  is  happier  personally 
now.  Like  many  people  with  gender 
dysphoria,  which  the  International 
Center  for  Gender  Education 
describes  as  extreme  discomfort  with 
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one's  sex,  Ms.  Rivers  said  her  condi- 
tion led  her  to  alcoholism,  thoughts 
of  suicide  and  three  failed  marriages. 
"I've  been  able  to  lead  a successful 
life,  but  personally  it's  been  a real 
struggle,"  she  said.  "Since  I started 
taking  hormones  last  January,  I've 
been  happier  because  I'm  getting  to 
be  who  I am  for  the  first  time.  I'm 
going  to  be  a better  teacher  for  it.  It's 
not  about  being  a transsexual,  it's 
about  not  always  pretending  and  hid- 
ing." 

She  stopped  near  the  school  for 
the  first  time  this  school  year  on 
Friday.  Classes  were  not  in  session, 
but  during  an  annual  staff  day  40  stu- 
dents and  200  teachers  held  a 
lunchtime  rally  for  Ms.  Rivers  across 
the  street  from  the  school.  Students 
chanted  "Two,  four,  six,  eight,  we 
demand  a reinstate." 

Angela  Duvane,  17,  a senior 
in  the  Media  Communications 
Academy,  said  students  missed  their 
teacher.  "In  her  former  state  as 
Warfield,  she  was  awesome,"  Miss 
Duvane  said.  "We  all  love  her.  Even 
students  who  never  had  her  as  a 
teacher." 

• 

Pat  Robertson  Pro-Choice  on 
Trans? 

NORFOLK,  VA— Pat  Robertson, 
head  of  the  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network,  had  this  to  say  on  the  "700 
Club"  broadcast  on  Tuesday,  4 
October,  1999,  about  40  minutes  into 
the  program. 

Terry  Meeuwsen:  Well,  here's  the  last 
[letter]  and  this  is  a tough  one. 

Letter  Writer:  I'm  40  years  old  and 
have  had  a sex  change.  I've  been 
watching  your  program  and  was 
wondering  if  God  forgave  me. 
Should  I live  as  I am  now  or  go  back 
to  my  birth  gender? 

Robertson:  This  is  a very  serious 
question  and  I appreciate  it.  There  are 
people  who  are  born  with  various 
types  of  hormonal  activity  in  their 
bodies  and  they  feel  more  male  than 
female  and  more  female  than  male.  I 
know  a plastic  surgeon  here  in  this 
area  who  indeed  does  that  sort  of 


thing  and  uh,  to  accommodate  what 
is  going  on  in  people's  lives. 

Meeuwsen:  This  is  a very  legitimate 
hormonal  thing  happening. 

Robertson:  Exactly.  So,  it  is  not  a sin. 
So  you  don't  need  to  feel  guilty.  But 
know  also  if  you  want  to  go  back  to 
where  you  were,  uh  . . . this  man 
could  get  very  graphic.  His  name  is 
Dr.  Charles  Horton  and  he  is  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  plastic  sur- 
geons and  he  specializes  in  urinary 
type  activites,  genital,  uh  deformities 
and  he  was  telling  me  two  twins, 
there  were  two  boys  and  the  surgeon 
when  they  were  doing  circumcision, 
um,  burned  off  the  male  organ  of  one 
of  these  little  boys  so  they  made  him 
into  a girl.  I mean  the  surgeons  actu- 
ally fixed  him  up  so  he  had  now,  uh, 
[fumbling  over  words]  so  when  he 
got  to  be  21  years  old  he  was  a cheer- 
leader and  all  that  kinda  stuff  and 
said  "I'm  a boy."  He  started  feeling 
these  things,  so  they  were  able  to 
reverse  this  and  Horton  has  tech- 
niques to  restore — it's  amazing,  he 
has  pioneered,  it's  the  most  incredible 
thing.  There  are  many  people  who 
have  been  in  battle  who  have  had 
their  genitals  actually  blown  off  and 
he  can  restore  these.  It's  remarkable 
what  he  can  do.  So  you  say,  will  God 
forgive  me.  Of  course  He  will.  He 
does.  This  isn't  something  that  you 
have  sinned  and  if  you  wish  to  get 
back  and  you're  40  years  old,  it's  not 
exactly  too  late.  I know,  as  I say,  one 
man  who  can  do  a sex  change  rever- 
sal. 

Meeuwsen:  God  is  interested  in  what 
his  heart  attitude  is,  speaking  spiritu- 
ally. 

Robertson:  God  does  not  care  what 
your  external  organs  are.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  you  are  living  for  God 
or  not.  Yes,  He  loves  you.  Yes,  He  for- 
gives you  and  He  understands  what 
is  going  on  in  your  body. 

• 

Your  editor  has  predicted  for  some  time 
that  the  radical  right  would  eventually 
bring  its  sights  to  bear  on  us.  The  right- 
zoing  attack  on  Iowa  Governor  Tom 
Vilsack's  nondiscrimination  executive 


order  has  focused  almost  exclusively  on 
gender  identity,  and  not  on  homosexuali- 
ty. In  fact,  the  turmoil  about  gender  iden- 
tity has  shifted  the  locus  of  the  controver- 
sy away  from  homosexuality,  making  it 
suddenly  much  more  acceptable  to  the 
Right.  Such  is  the  nature  of  change — Ed. 

Iowa  Governor  Takes  Flak 
GOP  Legislators  Attack  New 
Executive  Order 

by  Rhonda  Smith 
Washington  Blade 
22  October,  1999 

IOWA  CITY — Republican  legislators 
in  Iowa  late  last  week  strongly  criti- 
cized an  executive  order  that  the 
state's  Democratic  governor  recently 
signed  to  add  discrimination  based 
on  "sexual  orientation"  and  "gender 
identity"  as  prohibited  in  state 
employment.  They  even  threatened 
to  try  to  have  the  order  overturned  in 
court  or  during  the  next  legislative 
session. 

But  this  week  they  learned  that 
the  Iowa  legislature  itself,  which  the 
GOP  controls,  adopted  similar 
employment  guidelines  a decade  ago 
that  protect  its  own  staff  members 
from  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation,  the  Des  Moines  Register 
reported. 

"They  have  been  very  critical  of 
sexual  orientation.  So  all  of  a sudden 
they  determine  sexual  orientation  is 
part  of  their  plans,"  said  Joe 
Shannahan,  a spokesperson  for  Gov. 
Tom  Vilsack,  an  attorney  who  began 
his  four-year  term  in  January.  "It 
sounds  like  they  are  playing  to  the 
right  wing  of  their  party." 

The  controversy  began  to  unfold 
last  Thursday  when  Iowa  resident 
and  anti-Gay  activist  Bill  Horn,  presi- 
dent of  the  "Straight  From  the  Heart" 
ministry,  accused  the  governor  of 
secretly  signing  the  executive  order. 

Horn  told  the  Register  that  the 
measure  would  allow  men  who  dress 
in  women's  clothing  to  use  restrooms 
designated  for  women  in  state  offices 
and  that  it  sets  up  "affirmative  action 
programs  that  require  the  state  to 
recruit  cross-dressers,  transgenders 
and  she-males"  for  state  jobs. 

Jessica  Xavier,  the  former  nation- 
al director  of  It's  Time  America!,  a 
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national  transgendered  grassroots 
organizing  group  with  25  affiliate 
chapters,  disagreed. 

"The  executive  order  provides 
another  avenue  of  affording  protec- 
tion from  discrimination  for  trans- 
gendered employees  of  the  state,"  she 
said. 

Opponents  to  the  executive  order 
have  said  they  are  primarily  con- 
cerned about  language  in  the  mea- 
sure that  prohibits  discrimination 
against  state  employees  based  on 
gender  identity. 

"Cross-dressers  and  transvestites 
is  a whole  separate  issue,"  said 
Senate  Majority  Leader  Stewart 
Iverson,  a Republican  and  a leading 
opponent  of  the  executive  order. 

Xavier,  a Maryland  resident,  dis- 
agreed. "We  can't  divide  up  protec- 
tions based  solely  on  identities 
because  gender  is  a Gay  issue,"  she 
said.  "The  victims  of  discrimination 
who  are  Gay  and  Lesbian,  most  often, 
are  visibly  gender-variant  people  - 
butch  Lesbians  and  effeminate  Gay 
men.  So  to  protect  all  sexual  minori- 
ties, gender  [identity  language]  has  to 
be  included." 

The  executive  order  bans  dis- 
crimination in  state  employment 
based  on  race,  creed,  color,  religion, 
national  origin,  gender,  gender  iden- 
tity, sexual  orientation,  age,  marital 
status,  or  physical  or  mental  disabili- 
ty 

Xavier  and  a National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  spokesperson 
said  Iowa  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
state  to  implement  an  executive  order 
that  includes  protection  against  dis- 
crimination based  on  gender  identity 
as  well  as  sexual  orientation.  An 
Internet  search  by  the  Blade  of  various 
organizations  that  document  social 
and  political  issues  related  to  the 
transgendered  community  also  did 
not  indicate  any  other  governor  has 
ever  signed  such  an  executive  order. 
Vilsack  said  he  signed  the  measure  in 
part  because  Iowa  is  competing  with 
other  businesses  for  qualified 
employees. 

After  a Blade  article  on  Oct.  8 
reported  NGLTF's  belief  that  the 


Iowa  order  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
the  area  of  gender  identity,  Vilsack 
countered  that  report  by  saying  other 
states  had  extended  such  protections. 
The  governor's  office  did  not  return 
several  calls  from  the  Blade  seeking 
further  explanation. 

"There  are  significant  numbers  of 
states,  significant  numbers  of  large 
metropolitan  areas,  and  hundreds  of 
corporations  that  have  adopted  simi- 
lar proposals,"  he  told  a radio  station 
in  Iowa.  "We  are  essentially  compet- 
ing with  people  for  qualified  help.  As 
far  as  I'm  concerned,  what  you  do  in 
the  privacy  of  your  own  home 
shouldn't  impact  or  affect  your  abili- 
ty to  do  that  job  you  are  being  hired 
to  do." 

The  Human  Rights  Campaign, 
the  nation's  largest  Gay  political 
organization,  issued  a statement 
Wednesday  praising  the  governor. 

"Gov.  Vilsack  has  demonstrated 
moral  courage,  outstanding  leader- 
ship and  a firm  commitment  to  equal- 
ity for  all  of  Iowa's  citizens,"  said 
HRC  Political  Director  Winnie 
Stachelberg.  "The  reaction  from  those 
on  the  far-right  fringe  demonstrates 
the  need  for  the  very  legislation 
signed  by  Vilsack." 

Vilsack  also  has  said  there  was 
nothing  secret  about  his  plan  to 
implement  the  executive  order.  He 
announced  plans  about  it  at  a Sept.  9 
news  conference  but  did  not  mention 
that  it  would  extend  protection  based 
on  sexual  orientation  and  gender 
identity,  according  to  the  Register. 

The  governor's  legal  counsel  said 
he  signed  the  executive  order  five 
days  later  because  some  final  details 
about  it  had  to  be  completed. 

Vilsack  told  the  Register  that  he 
specifically  issued  the  executive 
order  rather  than  an  internal  memo 
because  he  wanted  people  to  be 
aware  of  the  new  policy. 

Last  Friday,  Republican  lawmak- 
ers asked  the  governor  to  overturn 
the  measure. 

"Iowa  should  be  on  the  cutting 
edge  of  educating  our  children,  not 
the  cutting  edge  of  extending  civil 
rights  to  transsexuals,"  said  Iverson, 


the  state's  Senate  Majority  Leader. 

House  Speaker  Brent  Siegrist  said 
the  order  might  be  challenged  in 
court  or  during  the  next  legislative 
session  in  2000. 

"Some  people  would  feel  he 
probably  has  extended  his  authority 
at  least  to  the  end  of  his  bounds,  if  not 
beyond  it,"  he  said. 

Republican  presidential  candi- 
date Gary  Bauer,  who  recently  visited 
Iowa  as  part  of  his  campaign,  told  the 
Register  that  what  was  most  alarm- 
ing to  him  was  that  Vilsack  "has  been 
working  with  these  anti-family  spe- 
cial interest  groups  since  before  he 
got  elected." 

Peg  Sandeen,  a spokesperson  for 
the  Iowa  Coalition  for  Human  Rights, 
a statewide  Gay  political  organiza- 
tion, recently  told  the  Blade  that 
Vilsack  signed  the  order  because 
Gays  there  had  been  talking  with  him 
about  "what  our  community  was 
willing  to  do  to  get  him  elected,  and 
what  he  could  do  for  us." 

Randy  Palmer,  chair  of  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Caucus  of  the  Iowa 
Democratic  Party,  disagreed  with 
Bauer. 

"It's  not  anti-family  to  make  sure 
that  people  are  able  to  hold  jobs  that 
they  are  capable  of  doing,"  he  said. 
"It  promotes  the  family  because  a lot 
of  Gay  and  Lesbian  people  have  chil- 
dren, or  partners,  or  elderly  parents 
to  support." 

Palmer  said  he  and  three  other 
supporters  of  the  Gay  community 
met  Wednesday  with  Vilsack's  staff 
members  to  discuss  ways  to  respond 
to  opponents  of  the  executive  order. 

"We're  kind  of  letting  the  full 
adverse  publicity  run  its  course,"  he 
said. 

Vilsack  has  said  that  lawmakers 
in  Iowa  do  not  have  the  power  to 
overturn  executive  orders. 

"I  guess  the  legislature  can 
attempt  to  do  that,"  Palmer  said.  "But 
I'm  not  sure  how  they  can  when  you 
consider  the  governor  has  veto  power 
over  anything  the  legislature  does." 

▼ 


“This  fringe  community  represents  a tiny  sliver  of  the  population.  According  to  estimates  only  one  in  24,000  to  37,000  men  and  one 
in  103,000  to  150,000  women  are  transgendered.”  — Ontario  government  report  on  transgender 
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OBITUARY 


1 knew  Marvin  Gillick.  I knew  Shoshanna 
Gillick,  too.  I met  Shoshanna  once,  just  for 
an  instant,  back  in  1994  at  the  First 
International  Congress  on  Sex  and 
Gender.  The  Congress  was  crazy,  with  lots 
of  people  and  lots  of  energy  contained  in  a 
small  place,  and  we  sort  of  caromed  off 
each  other,  promising  we  would  get 
together  arid  talk.  Sadly,  we  never  did. 

We'll  never  have  that  talk,  for  on 
August  16,  1999,  Shoshanna  killed  herself. 
She  was  found  hanging  from  the  foyer  in 
the  county  mental  health  center  at  which 
she  worked.  The  San  Jose  Mercury  News 
reported: 

Stunned  co-workers  found  Dr.  Marvin 
Michael  Gillick  hanging  from  a ceiling  beam 
when  they  entered  the  clinic  at  7:45  am, 
authorities  said.  Gillick,  54,  had  worked  at  the 
outpatient  clinic  for  less  than  a year,  San 
Mateo  County  health  chief  Margaret  Taylor 
said  Wednesday.  Gillick's  professional  refer- 
ences were  " extraordinary ,"  his  performance 
"excellent,"  she  said,  noting  that  no  one  had 
raised  any  concern  about  his  well-being  before 
the  suicide. 

Gillick,  who  had  cross-dressed  for  about 
six  years,  was  considering  an  operation  to 
become  a woman,  said  his  daughter,  Hillary 
Gillick,  referring  to  her  father  as  "her."  He  had 
been  let  go  by  Cigna  Corp.,  where  he  worked 
as  a staff  psychiatrist  in  Southern  California 
for  several  years,  because  he  was  "preopera- 
tive" and  apparently  violated  the  dress  code 
there,  she  said. 

Sadly,  Barbara  Feder,  the  author  of  the 
Mercury  News  article,  didn't  have  a clue, 
disrespectfully  using  male  pronouns  to 
refer  to  Shoshanna,  even  after  being  clued 
in  by  Hillary  Gillick.  Fortunately,  Michele 
Kammerer  and  Janis  Walworth  of  The 
Center  for  Gender  Sanity  were  on  top  of 
things  and  via  the  Internet  urged  folks  to 
send  Mercury  News  a letter  complaining 
about  the  pronoun  abuse. 

Although  I met  Shoshanna  in  person 
but  once,  I feel  I knew  her,  for  we  had  a 10- 
year  history.  Marvin  Gillick  contacted  me 
back  in  1989.  He  kept  up  a lively  corre- 
spondence under  an  assumed  name. 
Marvin  didn't  merely  adopt  a femme  nom 
de  plume;  he  created  an  elaborate  alias  as  a 
child  clinical  psychologist  ostensibly 
undergoing  transition  at  a community 
mental  health  center  in  Los  Angeles.  He 
went  so  far  as  to  send  me  a newspaper 
photograph  of  the  staff  of  a clinic  with 
"his"  androgynous  picture  outlined  in 


pen.  I'm  not  easy  to  fool,  but  I'll  admit, 
Marvin  got  me.  Years  later,  Shoshanna 
phoned  to  apologize  for  the  deception. 
She  told  me,  "I  was  convinced  all  those 
transsexuals  out  there  were  sick,  so  I cas- 
trated myself  into  a clinical  psychologist 
and  wrote  you."  Having  a master's  degree 
and  a license  to  practice  psychology,  I was 
a bit  nonplussed  at  the  thought  of  a psy- 
chologist being  a castrated  psychiatrist, 
but  I kept  my  mouth  shut. 

Shoshanna  emerged  a few  years  later. 
She  was  flitting  about,  seeing  endocrinol- 
ogists, plastic  surgeons,  voice  therapists, 
electrologists,  and  aestheticians,  happily 
planning  for  transition.  She  was  working 
for  Cigna,  which  at  the  time  was  grudg- 
ingly accepting  her  transition.  She  and  I 
both  knew  her  termination  lay  ahead,  but 
we  talked  about  other  things — or  rather, 
Shoshanna  talked.  I was  rarely  able  to  get 
a word  in  as  she  raved  on  like  a teenage 
girl  on  amphetamines,  which  she  proba- 
bly was — a teenage  girl,  I mean.  She  could 
talk  only  of  clothes,  makeup,  hairstyles, 
her  new  name,  and  the  still  distant  vision 
of  life  as  a woman.  And  her  daughter.  She 
was  gravely  concerned  about  alienating 
her  daughter,  Hillary. 

Then  Shoshanna  stopped  calling,  and 
her  phone  numbers  no  longer  worked.  I 
heard  through  the  grapevine  that  she  had 
transitioned  and  then  gone  back  to  living 
as  a male.  Later,  I heard  she  had  transi- 
tioned back  to  female  and  was  doing  well. 

The  obituary  notice  in  the  Mercury 
News  took  me  aback.  I wasn't  expecting  it. 
I thought  the  worst  times  were  over  for 
Shoshanna.  Apparently  not. 

Shoshanna  chose  to  go  out  in  a public 
manner.  I can  imagine  being  the  first  one 
in  the  clinic  that  morning,  coming  through 
the  door  and  seeing  her  hanging  there  in 
the  foyer.  It  wasn't  easy  on  anybody.  But 
you  know,  if  she  had  to  do  it,  I'm  proud  of 
her  for  doing  it  that  way.  It  was  her  way  of 
saying  "Fuck  you,  world!  I'm  Shoshanna. 
You've  abused  me,  you've  beaten  me 
down,  you've  called  me  he  and  will  prob- 
ably call  me  he  after  I'm  gone,  but  you 
can't  take  away  the  incontrovertible  fact 
that  inside  I'm  a woman." 

She  was  Shoshanna.  She  was  a 
woman.  She  is  missed. 


Shoshanna  Gillick,  MD 

Reprinted  from  The  Rose 

by  Michele  Kammerer 

GILLICK,  SHOSHANNA,  MD,  of 
San  Francisco,  CA,  died  16  August 
1999  in  San  Mateo,  CA.  She  was 
Chief  Child  Psychiatrist  for  the 
County  of  San  Mateo.  Shoshanna, 
a transsexual  woman,  was  born 
Marvin  Michael  Gillick  in  Newark, 
NJ  in  1944.  She  was  educated  at 
New  York  University  and  received 
her  MD  from  Georgetown 
University  in  1971.  She  was  a US 
Navy  psychiatrist  (Lt.  Cmdr.)  from 
1974  to  1976.  Her  postdoctoral 
training  was  at  Georgetown 
University  of  Southern  California. 
She  was  board  certified  in  Adult, 
Forensic  and  Child  Psychiatry. 
Shoshanna  served  as  an  Instructor 
and  Clinical  Associate  Professor  of 
Psychiatry  at  USC  School  of 
Medicine  from  1978  to  1990.  She 
served  on  psychiatric  panels  for 
the  Los  Angeles  Superior  Courts 
and  the  state  of  California.  Dr. 
Gillick  was  intensely  interested  in 
her  Judaism,  child  psychiatry  (and 
"her  kids"),  psychoanalysis,  popu- 
lar movies,  baseball,  and  transgen- 
der, lesbian,  and  gay  issues. 
Shoshanna  is  survived  by  her 
mother,  who  lives  in  Florida,  her 
sister  Anita  of  Long  Island,  her  ex- 
wife  Susan,  and  the  light  of  her 
life,  daughter  Hillary  Gillick  of 
San  Francisco.  She  is  missed  by  all 
who  have  been  touched  by  her 
incredible  intellect,  compassionate 
therapy,  and  wonderful  sense  of 
humor. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  please  send 
donations  in  Shoshanna's  memory 
to  the  Simon  Wiesenthal  Center's 
Tools  for  Tolerance  program,  9760 
Pico  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90035. 
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Poetry 


2 Ladies  Be-Dicked 

by  Denise  Noe 

Lacy  and  Dorena,  2 
ladies  be-dicked, 
laughing,  they 
race  2 the  bathroom 
2 put  on  their  make-up. 
Dorena  and  Lacy,  2 
ladies  be-dicked, 
love  hose  & heels, 
dangling  earrings  & 
arching  fingernails. 

Also:  Lacy  and  Dorena 
love  each  other, 
for  being  2 

ladies  be-dicked. 


Plane  Ellaborn  LICSW 

Gender  Specialist 

• Psychotherapy  for  crossdressers, 
transsexuals,  their  partners  and  families 

• Over  20  years  experience 

• Individual,  couple,  family  and 
group  therapy 

• Evaluation  for  hormones  and  referral 
to  medical  and  supportive  resources 

• Long-distance  gender  consultations 
and  therapy  available  by  phone 

• Located  in  Framingham,  MA 

• MasterCard  and  Visa  now  accepted 

508-788-5406 


BSOLUTELY  EVERYTHING  YOU  NEED 


TO  CREATE  THAT  FEMININE  MYSTIQUE.  J 


VA 


A Place. . . 

. . .to Begin 


We  have  More 
of  what  You  Want 


Isn’t  it  Wonderful . . 
..  .to be  a Woman 


400  W.  14th  Street,  NY,  NY  10014  (212)  645-1888 
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“They  don’t  understand  the 
difference  between  a tourist 
and  a naturalized  citizen.” 

— Virginia  Prince,  commenting  on  the  requirement 
that  she  dress  as  "Charles"  at  the  1999  S.P.I.C.E.  conference. 


Virginia's  Ordeal 

S.P.I.C.E.  Organizers  Should  Be  Ashamed 

BILLY  JEAN  JONES  ONCE  CALLED 
Virginia  Prince  our  "godmother,"  and 
in  many  ways  she  is,  for  without  her 
vision  and  courage  this  magazine 
would  not  exist.  In  the  1950s  and  1960s 
she  popularized  the  notion  of  male 
crossdressing,  telling  an  at-first  unbe- 
lieving world  that  crossdressers  could 
be  heterosexual  and  that  crossdressing 
was  not  entirely  sexual  in  nature,  but 
had  an  identity  component.  She  pub- 
lished one  hundred  issues  of  a maga- 
zine, Transvestia,  started  a number  of 
crossdressing  organizations,  and  wrote 
and  published  widely  about  heterosex- 
ual crossdressing.  Today,  all  over  the 
world,  there  are  support  groups  which 
evolved  from  organizations  Virginia 
started  or  which  were  started  in  opposi- 
tion to  her  philosophy.  It  is  from  these 
support  groups  that  today's  transgen- 
der community  arose. 

More  than  30  years  ago,  Charles 
Prince  began  to  live  as  a woman, 
Virginia.  After  her  transition,  Virginia 
dressed  as  a man  only  once,  a long  time 
ago,  to  see  her  father.  She  had  to 
borrow  a suit,  for  she  owned  no  "male" 
clothing. 

In  appearance,  Virginia,  at  87  years 
of  age,  is  but  another  elderly  woman. 
It's  very  difficult  to  see  any  "Charles" 
there. 

Virginia  calls  herself  a transgen- 
derist,  a term  she  invented  some  30 
years  ago  to  describe  someone,  who  like 
herself,  lives  permanently  in  one  gender 
role  with  no  desire  for  genital  surgery. 
Although  she  is  quick  to  affirm  her 
maleness — that  is,  the  fact  that  she  is  an 
XY  person  and  does  not  have  XX  chro- 


mosomes, she  is  quick  to  say  she  is  a 
woman.  In  fact,  in  the  speech  which 
accompanies  this  article,  she  makes  it 
clear  that  she  has  been  an  XY  woman 
longer  than  many  of  the  XX  women  in 
the  audience. 

This  year  Virginia  was  invited  to  be 
the  keynote  speaker  at  S.P.I.C.E.,  a con- 
ference for  the  female  partners  of  het- 
erosexual crossdressers.  A condition 
was  placed  on  her  participation,  howev- 
er — she  would  be  required  to  attend 
the  conference  as  "Charles." 

As  soon  as  she  arrived  at  the  hotel, 
Virginia  told  me,  she  was  whisked  into 
a suite  and  transformed  into  a not-very- 
male-looking  Charles  Prince.  It  was 
every  crossdresser's  dream  come  true, 
but  in  reverse — a forced  transformation 
by  domineering  women.  Virginia  was 
not  allowed  to  reappear  until  she  was 
ready  to  leave  the  conference  to  return 
home. 

Now,  S.P.I.C.E.  has  a no-crossdress- 
ing  rule,  which  makes  some  sense,  since 
it  would  otherwise  tend  to  become  just 
another  chance  to  crossdress  rather  than 
a setting  in  which  to  work  on  relation- 
ships. The  no-crossdressing  rule  makes 
little  sense,  however,  when  applied  to 
husbands  who  have  transitioned  and 
are  living  full-time  as  women,  for  they 
aren't  crossdressing — not,  that  is,  until 
they're  forced  to  put  on  male  drag,  as 
was  Linda  Phillips,  some  years  ago. 
Linda,  who  has  not  a single  hair  on  her 
face,  made  a gentle  protest  by  gluing  on 
a mustache,  making  sure  it  dropped  off 
into  her  drink  at  opportune  times. 

This  year  it  was  Virginia's  turn. 
Trapped  by  the  false  you're-either-a- 
crossdresser-or-a-transsexual  dichoto- 
my, she  was  transformed  into 
"Charles,"  someone  who  hasn't  existed 


for  more  than  30  years — and  coercing 
her  into  making  the  switch  was  viewed 
as  some  sort  of  moral  triumph. 

It  wasn't.  What  it  was,  was  sad  and 
pathetic.  It  merely  enforced  the  notion 
that  male  crossdressing  often  isn't  about 
happily  putting  on  women's  clothes, 
but  about  an  inner  identity  that  can  lead 
to,  among  other  things,  gender  role 
transition.  Virginia's  transformation 
was  an  attempt  to  say,  "See,  our  men 
really  are  men,  even  when  they  are 
women,"  ignoring  completely  the  fact 
that  the  person  standing  before  them 
wasn't  a man  robbed  of  his  clothes  and 
thus  the  illusion  of  femininity,  but  a 
woman  unconvincingly  and  uncomfort- 
ably crossdressed  as  a man.  As  Virginia 
told  me  about  the  S.P.I.C.E.  organizers, 
"They  don't  understand  the  difference 
between  a tourist  and  a naturalized 
citizen." 

Inviting  Virginia  to  speak  at 
S.P.I.C.E.  under  the  condition  that  she 
do  so  dressed  as  a man  was  profoundly 
disrespectful.  Not  only  does  Virginia 
deserve  better,  but  so  do  the  wives  who 
attend  S.P.I.C.E.,  who  deserve  to  know 
that  there's  a chance  their  husbands  are 
not  crossdressers  at  all,  but  transgen- 
dered  women  who  may  eventually 
walk  the  same  road  as  Virginia. 


Transgender  Tapestry  #89  • 21 


— Reprinted  from  The  Sweetheart 

Connection,  Summer  1999. 

Virginia  Prince  was  the  keynote  speak- 
er at  S.P.I.C.E.  VII,  July,  1999  in 
Minneapolis.  Since  crossdressing  is  pro- 
hibited at  S.P.I.C.E.,  he  appeared  as 
"Charles."  Following  is  a transcription 
of  his  speech,  thanks  to  sjo/Beta 
Gamma — Editor,  Sweetheart  Connection 

S.P.I.C.E.  Keynote  Talk 

by  Charles  "Virginia"  Prince 

I AM  APPEARING  AS  CHARLES 
PRINCE,  in  deference  to  your  rules 
about  crossdressing.  As  a matter -of  fact, 
I am  crossdressed  right  now!  I was  list- 
ed on  your  program  as  "The  Prince  for- 
merly known  as  Virginia."  Formerly 
means  yesterday  afternoon,  and 
Sunday  morning,  Virginia  will  be  back. 

The  border  between  girl  and 
woman  is  generally  accepted  as  being 
age  eighteen.  I've  been  a woman  for  32 
years;  18  and  32  makes  50.  How  many 
of  you  women  are  under  50  years  of 
age?  Quite  a few.  That  means  that  I've 
been  a woman  longer  than  many  of 
you.  Please  note  I said  woman,  not 
female.  I've  lived  full-time  as  a woman 
for  those  32  years.  This  leads  to  the  dis- 
tinction between  woman  and  man, 
female  and  male.  That  is  the  distinction 
between  sex  and  gender. 

This  leads  right  into  the  matter  of 
the  wilderness,  the  theme  of  this  con- 
ference. So  what  is  a wilderness?  A 
wilderness  is  a place  where  nothing  is 
familiar  and  everything  looks  the  same 
in  all  directions.  No  guidelines,  no 
organization;  you  don't  know  which 
way  to  turn. 

There  are  four  kinds  of  natural 
wildernesses:  the  rain  forest,  the  desert, 
frozen  sea  or  snow  field,  and  the  moun- 
tains. But  sometimes  there  is  a wilder- 
ness between  your  ears  when  you  can't 
find  any  familiar  signs  to  lead  you  out. 
Yet  nature  and  psychological  wilder- 
nesses have  something  in  common: 
namely,  you  can't  see  the  way  out  and 
there  are  no  signs  directing  you  out. 
You  are  lost  and  feel  helpless. 

In  the  city,  there  are  places  to  go  for 
directions  or  help.  In  your  mind  there 
aren't  any,  so  you  stumble  around 
blindly  trying  to  find  a solution.  Well, 
you  found  one  called  S.P.I.C.E.  [Spouses 
and  Partners  International  Conference  for 
Education — Ed.],  and  there  are  people  to 
give  you  some  guidance.  But  back  to 
wildernesses.  If  you  are  lost  in  a natur- 
al wilderness,  what  do  you  need  most? 
Answer:  Information  about  the  situa- 
tion, such  as  compass  points  and  which 
way  to  go  to  get  back  home.  Well,  that's 
what  you  need  in  your  mental  wilder- 
ness, too.  Before  you  were  married,  you 
lived  in  a city  with  streets,  directions, 
and  familiar  people  and  places.  You 
knew  that  boys  and  men  were  different 
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from  girls  and  women,  but  you 
assumed  it  was  all  a matter  of  anatomy 
and  parenthood.  You  thought  you 
knew  how  each  kind  should  behave 
and  expected  they  would  behave  that 
way.  You  knew  your  place  and  what 
was  expected  of  you,  and  you  thought 
you  knew  what  men  were  like  and  how 
you  could  expect  them  to  act. 

Then  you  woke  up  one  morning 
and  found  by  accident  or  on  purpose 
that  your  man  liked  to  wear  some  fem- 
inine garments.  Crash,  bang,  your 
world  more  or  less  collapsed  and  you 
found  yourself  in  a wilderness  with  no 
expectations  of  such  a situation.  There 
was  no  satisfactory  explanation  for  it, 
no  preparation  for  dealing  with  the 
phenomenon  of  a man  wanting  to  do 
what  women  do.  And  there  was  no 
apparent  escape  or  solution  to  the  prob- 
lem. That  is  what  a wilderness  is!  Wives 
are  caught  by  a conflict  between  expec- 
tation and  reality  and  they  struggle 
with  it  and  that  is  why  you're  here. 

You  ask  yourself,  "Why  would  he 
want  to  do  that?  Is  he  mentally  dis- 
turbed, a homosexual,  a transsexual,  a 
lunatic,  or  what?" 

Let  me  relieve  your  mind  by  saying 
he  is  probably  not  any  of  these  things. 
He's  just  a victim  of  the  kind  of  culture 
we  live  in  and  have  lived  in  for  the  last 
several  thousand  years.  It  has  been  a 
culture  that  divides  humans  into  two 
types  based  on  the  two  sexes. 

But  the  information  I promised  to 
provide  starts  with  understanding 
what  gender  is  and  how  it  came  to  be. 
Animals  don't  have  gender,  they  just 
have  two  sexes  doing  two  different 
tasks  in  life  and  are  naturally  built 
anatomically  and  physiologically  to 
perform  them  effectively.  Humans  also 
come  in  two  sexes  and  have  the  neces- 
sary anatomy  and  physiology  to  repro- 
duce the  same  way  as  other  mammals. 
But  beyond  these  abilities,  we  also  have 
psychology  and  sociology  to  assist  us. 

Gender  started  with  the  invention 
of  agriculture,  growing  crops  and  living 
near  them.  This  occurred  ten  to  twelve 
thousand  years  ago.  Differing  jobs  and 
expectations  developed  between  males 
and  females,  leading  to  different  identi- 
fications in  clothes,  decorations,  and 
activities.  Thus,  gender  came  into  being. 
In  modern  times,  it's  really  just  a visual 
presentation  of  one's  self  which,  when 
genitals  are  not  visible,  seems  to  indi- 
cate the  sex  of  an  individual. 

The  population  increased.  Villages 
became  towns,  then  cities,  and  finally 
states  and  nations.  Laws  were  written, 
wars  fought,  discoveries  made,  and 
cultures  started,  flourished  and  died 
out.  Through  it  all,  behavior  became 
stylized  and  stereotyped.  That  is,  cloth- 
ing, activities,  jobs,  talents,  and  expec- 
tations became  divided  between  those 
befitting  men  and  those  fitting  for 


women.  This  process  went  on  for  thou- 
sands of  years. 

Men,  being  bigger  and  stronger 
and  not  burdened  with  childbirth  and 
child  care,  took  over  the  operation  of 
society,  protecting,  conquering,  govern- 
ing, controlling,  building,  and  invent- 
ing. Females  did,  however,  make  four 
of  the  most  significant  of  human  inven- 
tions: agriculture,  cooking,  weaving, 
and  ceramics.  But  in  the  process,  men 
became  persuaded  they  were  the  most 
capable  and  important  gender  and 
demoted  women  to  second  class  citi- 
zens primarily  responsible  for  children, 
home,  and  keeping  their  husbands 
happy.  This  went  on  regardless  of  other 
changes  right  up  to  the  latter  half  of  the 
19th  century. 

All  of  this  does  have  something  to 
do  with  crossdressing,  I promise. 

People  who  live  under  stereotypic 
conditions  sooner  or  later  get  tired  of 
the  limitations  of  such  societies.  They 
want  to  escape  and  explore  other  ways 
of  life.  Women  fidgeted  under  such  lim- 
itations for  hundreds  of  years  but  were 
helpless  to  do  much  about  it  because 
men  dominated  all  the  important 
aspects  of  life  and  there  was  no  escape, 
until  democracy  was  invented.  Because 
in  Greek  the  very  word  "Demos" 
means  "the  people,"  democracy  means 
the  people  have  something  to  say  about 
their  lives.  By  the  early  1800s,  they 
began  to  say  it.  As  the  most  restricted 
and  limited  members  of  society,  women 
were  the  ones  saying  it.  They  wanted 
the  vote  so  they  would  have  some  say 
in  lawmaking  and  governing. 

The  early  suffragettes  included 
Eliza  Bloom,  who  broke  the  rule  that 
circular  garments — that  is,  skirts — were 
proper  for  women  and  bifurcate — two 
legged — garments,  trousers  or  pants, 
were  for  men  only.  Bloomers  became 
the  underwear  of  the  day  for  the  well- 
dressed  suffragette. 

It  took  women  nearly  a century  to 
get  the  vote  and  begin  to  break  down 
the  barriers  to  progress  in  politics, 
occupations,  business,  education,  and 
the  professions.  World  War  II  gave  rise 
to  Rosie  the  Riveter,  with  women  tak- 
ing men's  places  in  the  war  effort.  This 
required  appropriate  clothing — 

trousers — and  shorter  hair,  and  women 
have  never  looked  back.  They  didn't  all 
want  to  return  to  the  kitchen  and  nurs- 
ery. They  looked  for  careers  in  about 
every  field  you  can  imagine. 

Today,  there  is  no  garment  of  mas- 
culine clothing  that  is  not  worn  by 
women,  except  possibly  the  jock  strap. 
Even  that  is  pretty  well  copied  by  the 
popular  thong  panties  made  famous  by 
Monica  Lewinsky. 

Now,  isn't  there  an  old  saying  that 
"What's  sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for 
the  gander?" 

▼ 


IFGE  Conference  2000  1 


IFGE's  Transgender  2000  to  Feature  a "Star  Spangled 

Banner"  of  Speakers  and  Full  Social  Schedule 

Transgender  2000,  the  14th  Annual  IFGE 
Convention,  being  held  in  Arlington,  Virginia,  22-26 
March  2000,  is  destined  to  make  history,  with  programs 
covering  everything  from  how  to  be  a political  activist 
to  how  to  be  a party  maid,  from  dealing  with  the  law  to 
coming  out  to  your  adult  children. 

The  event  opens  Thursday  morning  with  keynotes 
from  Kerry  Lobel,  Executive  Director  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  and  other  GLBT  luminar- 
ies. The  afternoon  will  feature  programs  and  work- 
shops covering  every  possible  interest.  There  will  be 
serious  sessions  on  the  social  and  psychological  con- 
cerns of  transgenderism,  presented  by  professionals 
including  Diane  Ellaborn,  Randi  Ettner,  and  Niela 
Miller,  and  transgender  community  leaders  such  as 
Paula  Ison  and  Michelle  LeFree. 

Thursday  evening,  attendees  will  have  the  option 
of  attending  a Dinner  Theater  in  old  Alexandria. 
Thursday  also  sees  the  opening  of  an  array  of  vendors 
including  the  IFGE  Bookstore,  which  plans  to  have 
many  new  books  and  other  material  of  interest  to  all. 

To  balance  the  schedule,  we  will  have  presenta- 
tions of  a lighter  nature,  including  Paddy  Aldridge  of 
"Walk  on  the  Wild  Side"  who  will  present  "The  art  of 
Burlesque"  and  "Fantasy  Role  playing"  and  work- 
shops on  makeup  and  wigs. 

Friday's  sessions  will  center  on  political  activism 
and  transgender  law.  Riki  Anne  Wilchins  will  speak  on 
GenderPAC's  plans  and  Gina  Reiss  will  discuss  the 
GenderPAC  Fortune  500  study.  Also  speaking  will  be 
Dana  Rivers,  a transsexual  teacher  who  has  recently 
been  in  the  news  regarding  her  fight  to  keep  her  job 
after  transition.  We  will  have  points  of  view  concerning 
transgender  law  from  Dana  Priesing,  Esq,  a transgen- 
dered  attorney  practicing  in  the  D.C.  area,  and  Law 
Professor  Louis  Schwartz  of  the  University  of  New 
State  University,  Buffalo.  We  will  also  be  hearing  from 
political  activists  Jessica  Xavier  and  Dawn  Wilson. 

On  Friday  and  Saturday,  there  will  be  programs  of 
special  interest  for  the  FTM  attendees,  developed 
under  the  able  leadership  of  Jamison  Green  and  Tonye 
Barreto-Neto.  There  will  also  be  sessions  for  significant 
others,  including  sessions  by  PFLAG  representatives 
and  Evelyn  Kirkland. 


On  Friday  and  Saturday  we  will  also  hear  about 
the  issues  of  religion  and  spirituality  from  ordained 
Christian  ministers  and  theological  graduates  includ- 
ing Pat  Conover  and  Sara  Herwig  and  approaches  to 
spiritual  well  being  by  Buddhist  nun  Cheryl  Costa, 
Christina  C.,  and  Flolly  Boswell  of  Kindred  Spirits. 
Friday  evening  will  feature  an  optional  group  dinner  at 
Planet  Hollywood  or  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe,  followed  by 
a club  prowl  by  bus  of  the  exciting  DC  area  TG  scene. 

Saturday  will  focus  on  community,  featuring  a lun- 
cheon spotlight  presentation  by  whichever  member  of 
the  transgender  community  receives  the  prestigious 
Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Service  award. 

There  will  be  three  sessions  devoted  to  community 
development.  The  first,  "Developing  Your  Local 
Organization  Workshop,"  led  by  Diane  Dale,  is  aimed 
at  those  interested  in  either  starting  or  further  growing 
a local  support  group.  The  second  session,  "Our 
Leadership  and  Infrastructure,  Present  and  Future," 
will  be  a panel  moderated  by  Diane  Dale,  featuring 
four  recognized  community  leaders  and  activists 
including  Marisa  Richmond  of  the  Tennessee  Vais. 
Panelists  will  give  their  views  on  where  the  "institu- 
tion" of  our  Community  stands  today,  our  relative 
strengths  and  weaknesses,  where  we  see  ourselves  five 
and  ten  years  from  now,  and  propose  ways  we  might 
get  there.  Finally,  there  will  be  an  open  session,  inviting 
those  who  believe  it  is  time  to  create  some  active  affili- 
ation among  local  support  groups  in  order  to  have  a 
"more  perfect  union". 

We  will  also  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  works 
of  Mariette  Pathy-Allen,  who  will  share  her  photo- 
graphic art  interpreting  the  transgendered. 

Saturday  evening's  Award  Gala  Banquet  will 
include  entertainment  by  the  Washington  D.C.  Gay 
Men's  chorus. 

Sunday  is  informal,  with  an  optional  Dutch  treat 
brunch  at  the  hotel  and  invitations  to  attend  local 
churches. 

For  more  information  or  to  register,  call  610/759-1761  (day)  or 
610/759-2347  (evening),  e-mail  <Skristinej@aol.com>  or 
<Alison@LNG.COM>,  write:  IFGE  Convention,  c/o  Cioe 
Enterprises,  P.O.  Box  61,  Easton  PA,  18044-0061,  or  see  the 
IFGE  web  site  at  <http://www.ifge.org>. 
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Health  Alert 


Transgender  Tuberculosis  Outbreak 

Call  Transgender  Education  Network  for 
more  info:  617/988-2605  ext.  211 

The  Transgender  Education  Network 

at  JRI  Health  has  been  notified  by  the 
Center  of  Disease  Control  that  a clus- 
ter of  Tuberculosis  is  occurring  in  the 
Baltimore  area  and  New  York.  Twenty 
cases  have  been  confirmed.  Other 
cases  are  also  showing  up  in  Canada. 
This  is  occurring  in  the  Transgender’ 
community. 

ALL  FORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 
REQUIRE  PROMPT  TREATMENT. 

Definition:  A chronic,  contagious  bac- 
terial infection  caused  by  mycobacteri- 
um tuberculosis,  which  has  spread  to 
other  organs  of  the  body  by  the  blood 
or  lymph  system. 

Causes,  Incidence,  and  Risk  Factors: 

The  infection  can  develop  after  inhal- 
ing droplets  sprayed  into  the  air  as 
from  a cough  or  sneeze  by  someone 
infected  with  mycobacterium  tubercu- 
losis. The  disease  is  characterized  by 
the  development  of  granulomas  (gran- 
ular tumors)  in  the  infected  tissues. 
The  usual  site  of  the  disease  is  the 
lungs,  but  other  organs  may  be 
involved.  Primary  infection  is  usually 
asymptomatic.  In  the  US,  95%  of  indi- 
viduals will  have  healing  of  their  pri- 
mary tuberculous  lesions  with  no  fur- 
ther evidence  of  disease. 

Disseminated  disease  develops  in 
the  minority  whose  immune  systems 
do  not  successfully  heal  the  primary 
infection.  The  disease  may  occur  with- 
in weeks  after  the  primary  infection,  or 
may  lie  dormant  for  years  before  caus- 
ing illness.  Infants  and  the  elderly  are 
at  higher  risk  for  rapid  progression  to 
disease. 

In  disseminated  disease,  organs 
and  tissues  affected  can  include  the  lin- 
ing of  the  heart  (pericardium),  lining  of 
the  abdominal  cavity  (peritoneum), 
larynx,  bronchus,  cervical  lymph 
nodes,  bones  and  joints,  organs  of  the 
male  or  female  urinary  and  reproduc- 
tive (genitourinary)system,  eye,  stom- 
ach, lining  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord 
(meninges),  and  skin.  The  risk  of  con- 
tracting TB  increases  with  the  frequen- 
cy of  contact  with  people  who  have  the 
disease,  crowded  or  unsanitary  living 
conditions  and  poor  nutrition. 
Hispanics,  Native  Americans,  and 
Blacks  are  at  higher  risk  for  developing 


the  disease.  An  increased  incidence  of 
TB  has  been  seen  recently  in  the  US. 
Factors  that  may  be  causing  this 
increase  are  tuberculous  infection  in 
people  with  AIDS  and  HIV  infection 
and  increasing  number  of  homeless 
people.  Another  factor  is  the  develop- 
ment of  drug-resistant  strains  of  TB. 

Incomplete  treatment  of  TB  infec- 
tions (such  as  not  taking  medications 
for  the  prescribed  length  of  time)  can 
contribute  to  the  proliferation  of  drug- 
resistant  strains  of  bacteria.  The  inci- 
dence is  4 out  of  10,000  people  and 
increasing. 

Prevention:  Vaccination  BCG  for 
tuberculin-negative  persons  exposed 
to  persons  with  untreated  TB  is  given 
in  some  situations,  but  its  effectiveness 
is  under  dispute. 

Symptoms:  In  everyone,  sweating 
fatigue,  general  discomfort,  uneasi- 
ness, or  ill  feeling  (malaise),  weight 
loss. 

In  children,  additional  symptoms 
include  fever  of  102  to  104  degrees 
Fahrenheit;  rapid  breathing;  shortness 
of  breath;  and  cough. 

Additional  symptoms  that  may  be 
associated  with  this  disease  are  pale- 
ness, joint  pain,  chills,  and  swollen 
glands. 

Treatment::  The  goal  of  treatment  is  to 
cure  the  infection  with  antitubercular 
drugs.  These  include  Ethionamide,  para- 
aminosalicylic  acid  (PAS),  pyrazi- 
namide,  isoniazid  (rifampin,  ethambu- 
tol,  and  streptomycin.  Daily  oral  doses 
are  continued  for  1 year. 

For  atypical  tuberculosis  infec- 
tions, or  drug-resistant  strains,  other 
drugs  may  be  indicated  to  treat  the 
infection.  Hospitalization  is  indicated 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  to 
others  until  the  infectious  period  is 
over,  usually  2 to  4 weeks  after  the 
start  of  therapy.  Normal  activity  can  be 
continued  after  the  infectious  period. 

Expectations  (Prognosis):  Most  dis- 
seminated forms  of  tuberculosis 
respond  well  to  treatment. 

CALL  YOUR  HEALTH  CARE 
PROVIDER  IF  KNOWN  OR  SUS- 
PECTED EXPOSURE  TO  TB  HAS 
OCCURRED.  All  forms  of  tuberculosis 
require  prompt  treatment. 

— Received  via  Gender  Advocacy 
Internet  News  (GAIN). 


Kerry  Lobel  to  Headline 
Transgender  2000 


National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF)  Executive  Director  Kerry  Lobel  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker  at  Transgender  2000,  IFGE's 
14th  annual  convention. 

Lobel  has  been  a strong  supporter  of  a 
broad-based  movement,  and  as  such  has 
become  a champion  for  transgender  inclusion. 
"Not  all  of  us  will  meet  our  dress  code  for  civil 
rights,"  she  said  to  a crowd  in  Atlanta  in 
October. 

In  advocating  for  transgender  inclusion, 
Lobel  has  taken  NGLTF  in  directions  in  opposi- 
tion to  some  other  G/L/B  organizations,  most 
notably  the  ironically  named  Fluman  Rights 
Campaign  (HRC).  Unlike  HRC,  which  fights  to 
keep  transgenders  out  of  the  Employment 
Nondiscrimination  Act  (ENDA),  NGLTF  has 
withdrawn  its  support  of  the  noninclusive 
ENDA. 

Lobel  has  also  acknowledged  the  impor- 
tance of  the  grassroots.  According  to  an  article 
by  Laura  Brown  in  the  28  October  issue  of 
Southern  Voice  newspaper,  she  told  an  audience 
at  the  October  meeting  of  the  Atlanta  Executive 
Network,  "If  you're  going  to  write  only  one 
check,  keep  it  here  in  Georgia."  This  would  be 
anathema  to  HRC,  which  holds  local  fundrais- 
ing dinners  and  takes  the  proceeds  to 
Washington. 

Lobel  made  news  when  she  withdrew  from 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  controversial 
Millennium  March  on  Washington,  a project 
proposed  by  HRC  and  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  and  attacked  by  activists 
who  say  the  march  originated  as  a "mandate 
from  above"  rather  than  from  the  grassroots. 

Lobel  is  not  uncontroversial,  but  so  far  as 
your  editor  is  concerned,  she’s  on  the  right  side 
of  the  issues.  Come  hear  her  and  meet  her  at 
Transgender  2000! 
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Too  Tall  Blondes 

by  Kate  Bornstein  and  Barbara  Carrellas 


The  composer  and  synthetic  music 
genius  Wendy  Carlos  hid  the  fact  of 
her  transsexual  surgery  for  quite  some 
time  when  she  left  off  being  Walter.  In 
May  1979,  Playboy  published  an  inter- 
view in  which  Wendy  talked  about  the 
fears  that  prompted  her  to  hide  her  gen- 
der change.  After  her  surgery,  she  con- 
tinued to  live  and  work  as  a man  for  a 
while;  she  went  so  far  as  to  pencil  on  a 
moustache  and  sideburns  for  perfor- 
mances! She  finally  came  out  and  has 
been  living  for  several  decades  as  a 
woman.  More  than  twenty  years  later, 
this  issue’s  letter  prompts  us  to  look  at 
how  things  have — and  have  not — 
changed. 


DEAR  TOO  TALL  BLONDES, 

Hi!  I really  enjoy  reading  your 
column.  It  is  both  very  informative 
and  very  interesting.  Please  read  this 
letter  with  an  open  mind. 

Normally  a pre-op  transsexual  is 
required  to  crossdress  full-time  for  an 
extended  period  before  undergoing 
surgery.  But  what  if  the  TS  candidate 
wishes  to  have  surgery,  yet  (in  public) 
continue  living  as  they  always  have? 
Are  there  surgeons  who  would  per- 
form male-to-female  surgery  without 
the  so-called  life  test? 

I was  born  nearly  half  a century 
ago  with  male  genitalia.  It  was  a mis- 
take. On  me  it  does  not  look  right,  it 
does  not  seem  right,  it  does  not  feel 
right.  As  long  as  I can  remember,  I 
have  wanted  to  have  a vulva.  Now 

i SO 

that  I have  the  financial  resources,  I 
need  to  find  someone  who  can  fulfill 
my  wishes.  I need  to  undergo  MTF 
surgery  to  complete  my  body  to  the 
way  it  was  meant  to  be.  Yet,  I want  to 
continue  living  my  life  as  I am  now — 
without  crossdressing. 

As  a child,  all  of  my  closest 
friends  were  female  (as  they  still  are). 


I played  with  girls,  I related  to  girls, 
and  I thought  of  myself  as  a girl  (with 
a handicap.)  Not  a frilly,  prissy,  dain- 
ty girl;  I was  a tomboy  and  happy  to 
be  one.  But  I was  a girl.  At  that  time  of 
my  life  the  greatest  difference 
between  boys  and  girls  was  how  they 
urinated.  I have  always  sat  or  squat- 
ted to  pee,  all  my  life.  For  me,  I can't 
imagine  doing  it  any  other  way. 
Surgery  would  only  make  it  nicer. 

Believe  me,  I am  happy  with  most 
of  my  life,  except  for  my  male  body 
and  the  abnormal  growth  hanging 
down  between  my  legs.  Yuck!!!  The 
idea  of  self-castration  has  crossed  my 
mind,  but  that  won't  bring  me  the 
results  I long  for.  Only  MTF  surgery 
can.  I fully  understand  the  physical 
changes  an  operation  would  bring, 
and  that  is  fine,  even  desirable. 

Truth  be  known,  I am  not  a man, 
yet  I am  not  ready  to  become  a 
woman.  I think  of  myself  as  a differ- 
ent gender,  as  if  I came  from  the 
moon,  instead  of  Venus  or  Mars. 

I've  discussed  this  matter  thor- 
oughly with  two  of  my  closest  female 
friends.  I'm  not  sure  they  understand 
my  anguish;  however,  they  are  very 
supportive.  They  want  me  to  be 
happy,  and  they  say  if  female  geni- 
talia will  help,  go  for  it. 

I realize  this  may  all  seem  very 
unusual,  but  my  feelings  are  real  and 
this  matter  is  the  most  important 
aspect  of  my  life.  I would  like  to  know 
your  feelings.  I have  no  immediate 
family  to  hurt:  no  wife,  no  children, 
and  my  folks  are  well  into  their  old 
age.  Do  you  think  there  are  any  sur- 
geons who  would  be  sympathetic? 

I would  be  willing  to  sign  waivers  of 
responsibility. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  listening. 

— Robin  in  the  Midwest  USA 


C O / U /77  n S 


KATE:  Oh,  honey!  Every  bit  of  my 
chaos-loving,  trouble-making,  tweak- 
the-system  heart  is  saying,  "Yay,  you 
go  for  it." 

And  (softly)  every  bit  of  Mom  in 
me  is  saying,  "Baby,  have  you  really 
thought  this  one  through?" 

BARBARA:  Same  here!  Part  of  me 
says,  "Whoa!  You're  doing  this  back- 
wards!" But  a bigger  part  says,  "Hey! 
Why  the  heck  not?" 

KATE:  (blinking)  Backwards?  I hadn't 
thought  of  it  quite  that  way.  What  I do 
know  is  that  you've  raised  some  ques- 
tions a whole  lot  of  people  can  relate 
to,  chief  among  which  would  be 
"Who  gets  to  say  which  of  us  under- 
goes gender-related  surgery,  and  for 
what  reasons?"  Let's  see  if  we  can 
approach  this  one  in  manageable 
bites. 

First  off,  thank  you  for  asking  to 
know  our  feelings  about  this  one.  I've 
got  a lot  of  ideas  and  theories  about 
all  this  stuff;  but  when  I address  my 
feelings,  I mostly  find  I'm  feeling  pro- 
tective for  you.  (sigh)  So,  while  I'm 
sure  nearly  everyone  reading  this  arti- 
cle can  identify  with  the  thrills,  the 
pressure,  the  anguish  and  the  impa- 
tience that  attends  the  pondering  of 
surgery,  I'm  going  to  counsel  a slow- 
down approach.  Sort  of  a one-step-at- 
a-time  kind  of  thing. 

BARBARA:  For  starters,  have  you 
seen  a therapist  about  this?  It's  not 
that  I think  you're  crazy — well,  no 
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crazier  than  anyone  else  reading  (or 
writing  for)  this  magazine — it's  just 
that  I think  an  outside  sounding 
board  and  advisor  is  appropriate  for 
this  deep  level  of  body  modification. 

KATE:  I agree.  Whether  a person's 
reason  for  gender-related  surgery  is 
based  on  sexual  energy,  social  com- 
fort, or  body-level  peace  isn't  the 
issue.  Those  are  each  in  their  own 
way  valid  reasons  for  surgery,  but 
surgery  at  that  level  has  quite  a few 
more  implications  than  most’  other 
types  of  body  modification. 

Seeing  a therapist  would  be  an 
excellent  way  to  sort  out  all  those 
implications,  because,  let's  face  it, 
when  it  comes  to  the  possible  achieve- 
ment of  a dream  of  this  magnitude, 
don't  you  think  it's  worthwhile  to 
first  examine  every  possible  nook  and 
cranny  from  as  many  perspectives  as 
possible?  That's  what  I did,  anyway, 
before  my  own  surgery — before  I 
even  found  myself  a therapist  I felt 
comfortable  working  with.  I asked 
myself  lots  of  questions.  So,  exactly 
what  questions  are  we  recommending 
you  discuss  with  a therapist? 

BARBARA:  Well,  I'd  start  with  the 
issue  of  what  you  think  this  surgery 
will  accomplish  for  you.  I'd  ask  this 
question  of  anyone  undergoing  any 
kind  of  plastic  or  body-modification 
surgery.  I hear  from  your  letter  that 
the  surgery  will  make  you  feel  com- 
plete, but  what  exactly  are  the  quali- 
ties of  "completeness"  you  are  striv- 
ing for?  I think  any  therapist  who  is 
convinced  this  operation  would  be  a 
healing  experience  for  you  would 
write  you  a letter  of  recommendation. 
Secondly,  I'd  use  the  time  with  the 
therapist  to  examine  the  physical 
changes  this  kind  of  surgery  is  likely 
to  produce  in  the  rest  of  your  body. 

KATE:  If  I'm  reading  you  right, 
Robin,  by  MTF  surgery  I'm  assuming 
you  mean  your  testicles  will  be  push- 
ing up  daisies  not  all  that  far  from 
wherever  you  have  your  operation. 
One  factor  of  no-more-testicles  is  the 
onset  of  male  menopause:  your  body 
clock  will  think  you're  older  than  you 


are.  The  questions  of  hormones,  not- 
hormones,  and  in  your  case  which 
hormones,  arise.  Let's  start  with 
which. 

If  you  decide  to  go  on  hormones, 
would  you  go  on  testosterone  in  order 
to  maintain  your  life  just  the  way  you 
are?  That  might  increase  your  body 
hair,  lower  your  voice,  bulk  up  your 
muscles,  and  increase  your  journey  to 
bald-dom  if  that  runs  in  your  family. 
It  would  sort  of  make  you  a male-to- 
female-to-male  tranny  boy /girl,  and 
very  popular  at  any  number  of  par- 
ties. 

Or  would  you  go  on  estrogen  in 
order  to  achieve  any  further  sense  of 
wholeness  in  your  sense  of  feminini- 
ty— in  which  case,  are  you  prepared 
to  live  with  breast  development, 
change  in  muscle-to-fat  ratio,  and  a 
general  softening  of  your  skin  and 
hair — in  which  case,  you  would  need 
the  real  life  test  to  see  if  you  could 
cope  with  those  changes. 

BARBARA:  You  have  a third  option. 
My  friend  Norrie  May-Welby  is  a 
spansexual  (her  term.)  She  is  techni- 
cally a post-op  MTF  who  does  not 
take  any  hormones.  She  has  been 
warned  by  numerous  doctors  that  this 
no-hormone  approach  is  very  danger- 
ous. She  doesn't  agree  with  those  doc- 
tors, but  that's  something  you 
absolutely  must  check  out  if  you 
chose  this  approach. 

Norrie  presents  as  a sort  of  femi- 
nized boy.  Or  maybe  a butch  woman. 
It  depends  on  the  day.  What  would 
you  look  like?  Where  do  you  hang  out 
now?  Where  do  you  work?  What 
might  happen  if  your  co-workers 
notice  a change — if  only  the  lack  of  a 
bulge  in  your  pants?  In  any  of  these 
options  some  sort  of  "test"  might  be 
warranted.  You  may  want  to  devise 
your  own. 

KATE:  I've  also  got  a few  friends  who 
truly  live  a non-gendered  life,  but 
most  of  them  are  in  larger,  more  liber- 
al metropolitan  areas  of  North 
America  and  Europe.  From  what  I 
found  on  the  Web  about  your  small- 
town Midwestern  location,  there's  not 
much  of  a queer  world  which,  for  the 


most  part,  would  welcome  you  with 
open  arms:  drag  kings,  drag  queens, 
dykes,  faggots,  she-males,  he-she's, 
sex  workers,  kinky  folks,  and  SM 
players — they'd  probably  call  you 
family!  But  even  if  you  don't  person- 
ally feel  kinship  with  the  queer  part  of 
the  world,  what  would  happen  if 
members  of  the  straight  world  ever 
discovered  the  true  and  fabulous 
nature  of  your  designer  genitals? 
They  would  probably  think  you  are 
indeed  queer.  What  would  that  do  to 
your  job  status?  Could  you  make  a 
living? 

And  what  if  no  one  ever  ever  ever 
finds  out?  Do  you  think  the  delight 
you  might  get  from  the  secrecy  of  it  all 
will  last  you  the  rest  of  your  life?  Flow 
long  will  you  be  able  to  live  with  the 
strain  of  keeping  your  identity  secret 
(whatever  you  might  wind  up  calling 
your  identity)? 

And  even  if,  as  you  hinted  in  your 
letter,  your  finances  are  taken  care  of, 
if  you  needed  medical  care,  would 
you  be  ready  to  walk  into  a hospital 
emergency  room  with  that  new  body 
of  yours?  How  would  you  explain 
yourself  to  potential  lovers?  Where 
would  you  find  your  lovers?  These 
are  all  good  questions  to  go  over  with 
a therapist,  and  good  areas  to  "test" 
prior  to  any  surgery. 

BARBARA:  I hear  that  you  believe 
only  you  would  know  about  this;  that 
you  could  keep  it  totally  private  and  it 
wouldn't  impact  the  rest  of  your  life; 
that  you  would  "continue  living  your 
life  as  you  are  now."  Unfortunately,  I 
doubt  that  would  be  likely.  Time  and 
again,  experience  has  shown  me  that 
when  any  of  us  makes  a radical 
change  toward  becoming  more  of 
who  we  really  are,  the  impact  of  that 
change  ripples  out  and  effects  every 
other  part  of  our  lives.  Honest.  It 
does.  And  that  can  be  a very  very 
good  thing  indeed.  But  even  if  no  one 
but  you  knows  about  your  surgery, 
things  will  change.  I promise.  How 
you  navigate  those  changes  will  be  up 
to  you.  You  say  you  are  not  ready  to 
become  a woman.  Are  you  ready  for 
the  inevitable  (although  not  entirely 
predictable)  changes  this  surgery  will 


26  • Transgender  Tapestry  #89 


bring  about? 

KATE:  So,  that  gets  us  back  to  testing  out  your  newly- 
gendered  life  before  you  leap  right  into  surgery,  and  that 
speaks  well  again  for  seeking  out  both  a therapist  and  a 
group  of  like-minded  folks  to  talk  with.  No,  I don't  think 
there  are  gonna  be  a dozen  exactly  like  you  in  all  the 
world,  let  alone  in  your  small  town,  but  there  are  going  to 
be  sex-and-gender  positivists  like  yourself  you  can  form  a 
community  with. 

BARBARA:  I'm  not  so  sure.  I'm  somewhat  familiar  with 
the  state  you  live  in  and  I think  you  may  have  to  go  to  one 
of  the  larger  cities  to  find  some  support,  and  especially  to 
find  the  right  therapist. 

KATE:  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  lots  of  local  college 
and  university  campuses  in  your  area.  Many  of  these  aca- 
demic communities  support  GLBT  (or  any  combination  of 
those  or  any  other  letters)  groups;  and  while  the  students 
might  be  younger  than  your  half-a-century,  I've  always 
found  the  younger  approach  to  gender  exploration  to  be 
far  in  advance  of  my  own  generation! 

BARBARA:  I know  we've  raised  a lot  of  questions  that 
may  sound  like  we're  trying  to  talk  you  out  of  surgery. 
We're  not — honest!  Like  we  said  at  the  beginning,  we 
actually  think  this  is  a very  brave,  creative,  anarchistic 
choice.  If  you  have  really  considered  all  these  things  and 
already  sought  out  some  professional  help,  then  go  for  it. 
Do  I personally  know  of  a surgeon  who  would  perform 
the  operation?  No.  Is  there  one  out  there?  Probably.  But  in 
my  opinion,  finding  the  surgeon  is  the  easiest  part  of  this 
question.  Numerous  gender  groups,  foundations  and  web 
sites  would  lead  you  to  that  answer.  The  hard  questions 
are  the  ones  we've  asked.  Those  are  the  ones  you  need  to 
answer  first. 

KATE:  I'll  second  Barbara's  statement  of  support  for  your 
right  to  do  this.  All  we're  saying  is  that  we  want  you  to 
proceed  along  this  path  with  as  much  care  for  yourself  as 
you'd  give  your  own  most  cherished  loved  one.  Okay? 
Okay.  That's  it  for  this  issue.  We  blondes  want  to  welcome 
the  fabulous  Dallas  Denny  to  Transgender  Tapestry.  We 
hear  she's  a real  taskmistress.  (wide  grin)  Say  g'bye  to  the 
nice  trannies,  Barbara. 

BARBARA:  B'bye.  Have  a sexy  Spring! 

T 

You  can  write  to  Kate  and  Barbara  at: 

Too  Tall  Blondes 

Box  415,  Times  Square  Station 
New  York  City,  NY  10108,  USA 
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History  Lesson 

by  Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith 


A beautiful  shot  of  a Austrian  “androgyne.” 


Turn  of  the  Century  Transgender 

A s we  enter  the  21st  century, 
many  of  us  are  probably  pon- 
dering what  horizons  lie  ahead  for 
transgendered  individuals.  In  the 
next  100  years  will  we  have  cloning  of 
body  parts,  genetic  manipulation,  and 
other  procedures  too  fanciful  to  pon- 
der and  beyond  the  wildest  imagin- 
ings of  my  meager  mind?  Will  soci- 
ety's views  on  gender  and  on  trans- 
gendered people  shift  to  a place  of 
wider  acceptance,  even  to  a state  of 
commonality? 

As  a way  of  looking  at  what  could 
be,  perhaps  we  should  look  back  on  a 
few  trans  individuals  from  early  in 
the  20th  century  and  consider  the 
world  they  lived  in. 

In  the  world  of  1900,  the  tele- 
phone and  the  light  bulb  had  been 
around  for  about  twenty  years  and 
were  not  very  common.  There  was 
still  plenty  of  debate  as  to  whether  the 
horseless  carriage  would  ever  replace 
the  livery  stable.  Toys  such  as  Lionel 
trains,  teddy  bears  (named  after 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt),  and 
Crayola  crayons  were  still  a year  or 
two  away.  The  first  plane  was  yet  to 


fly,  and  the  Titanic  was  yet  to  be 
built — or  sunk. 

Oscar  Wilde  died  in  1900,  only 
three  years  after  serving  a two-year 
hard  labor  prison  sentence  for — possi- 
bly-— being  the  lover  of  Lord  Alfred 
Douglas.  Conflict  ravaged  the 
world — the  Spanish-American  War, 
the  Philippine-American  War,  the 
Boxer  Rebellion,  and  the  Boer  War. 


Vesta  Tilley,  a popular  male  impersonator, 
in  the  role  of  “Elegant  Swell.” 


Although  penectomy,  orchidecto- 
my,  oophorectomy,  and  hysterectomy 
surgeries  existed,  there  were  no  sex 
reassignment  surgeries  to  be  had,  nor 
was  there  plastic  surgery.  Hormones 
were  not  really  understood  until  the 
1910s  and  were  not  available  for  use 
until  1938.  Electrolysis  did  not  yet 
exist.  There  was  no  "Gender  Identity 
Disorder"  classification  in  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association's 
Diagnostic  and  Statistical  Manual  of 
Mental  Disorders — nor  was  there  a 
DSM.  Nor,  for  that  matter,  was  there 
an  American  Psychiatric  Association.  In 
1880,  the  United  States  census  listed 
only  seven  categories  of  mental  ill- 
ness: mania,  melancholia,  monoma- 
nia, paresis,  dementia,  dipsomania. 


Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith 

and  epilepsy — hardly  enough  to  jus- 
tify a manual  such  as  the  DSM,  which 
lists  hundreds  of  mental  disorders. 

There  was  no  Harry  Benjamin 
International  Gender  Dysphoria 
Association  to  circulate  Standards  of 
Care  for  transsexualism.  After  all, 
German  endocrinologist  Harry 
Benjamin,  for  whom  HBIGDA  is 
named,  was  still  13  years  from  emi- 
grating to  the  United  States.  Another 
German,  Magnus  Hirschfeld,  was  10 
years  from  publishing  his  landmark 
Die  Transvestiten,  and  19  years 
from  opening  the  Institut  fur 
Sexualwissenschaft  (Institute  for 


Johanna  O.,  who  was  born  male,  argued 
for  the  rights  of  “effeminate  men”  in  the 
early  parts  of  the  20th  century. 
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A selection  of  individuals  from  Hirschfeld's  Der  Erotische  Verkleidungstreib: 


Adam,  a German  transvestite. 


Sexual  Science)  in  Berlin. 

Of  course,  there  was  no  Inter- 
national Foundation  for  Gender 
Education,  no  Tri-Ess,  and  no  FTM 
International.  I doubt  I have  to  men- 
tion that  there  were  no  transgender 
web  sites  at  the  turn  of  the  century, 
either  (which,  coincidentally,  meant 
there  were  probably  very  few  fears  of 
computers  thinking  it  was  1800 
instead  of  1900). 

The  terms  transsexual  and  trans- 
vestite were  yet  to  be  coined,  as  were 
the  terms  eonism  (named  after  the 
Chevalier  d'Eon,  a fairly  well-known 
18th-century  transgenderist  who  had 
served  as  the  envoy  of  France  to  the 
Russian  court)  and  the  far  less  appeal- 
ing invert,  both  of  which  would  be 
coined  by  Havelock  Ellis. 

In  spite  of  all  this,  there  were  indi- 
viduals we  would  today  consider 
transgendered  or  gender-variant.  One 
of  the  more  well-known  was  Jack  Bee 
Garland,  who,  in  1900,  was  still  using 
the  name  Babe  Bean.  Lou  Sullivan's 
excellent  text,  From  Female  to  Male:  the 
Life  of  Jack  Bee  Garland,  delves  deeply 
into  Mr.  Garland's  history. 

Garland — then  Bean — was  first 
reported  in  the  popular  press  in  1897, 
in  Stockton,  California's  Evening  Mail. 


A pair  of  individuals  from  Constantinople 
(now  Istanbul),  in  Turkey 


The  page  one  headline  called  him  a 
"woman  in  male  clothing"  and  com- 
mented that  he  was  "pretty  and 
shapely."  His  travels  throughout  the 
area — Stockton,  Oakland,  and  San 
Francisco — were  widely  reported  and 
kept  Bean  in  the  papers  and  the  eyes 
of  the  public  for  many  years.  Of 
course.  Garland's  work  as  a reporter 
for  the  local  papers  and  his  participa- 
tion as  a soldier  in  Manila  during  the 
Spanish-American  War — which  gar- 
nered a full-page,  fully  illustrated, 
newspaper  story  in  the  Sunday 
Examiner  Magazine — didn't  diminish 
the  public's  interest  in,  or  knowledge 
of,  Garland. 

Once,  during  an  interview  of 
then-California  Governor  James  H. 
Budd,  Garland  asked,  "What  is  your 
own  personal  opinion  of  a woman 
who  dares  to  go  about  in  male  attire, 
but  who  always  strives  to  keep  within 
the  bounds  of  decency?"  According  to 
Garland's  own  published  interview 
with  Budd,  the  Governor  stated  that 
he  found  Jack's  attire  "becoming"  and 
confessed  that  Garland  was  the  sec- 
ond such  person  he  knew  in  Stockton. 

Jack  Garland's  life  changed  dra- 
matically in  1903,  when  San  Francisco 
approved  Police  Ordinance  No.  819, 


Willy  Pape,  who,  after  a failed  suicide  attempt  and 
intervention  on  Hirschfeld's  part,  was  allowed  by  her 
parents  to  work  as  a dancer  in  the  VariQtQ. 


"Prohibiting  the  Wearing  of  Apparel 
of  Opposite  Sex"  within  the  city  and 
county  of  San  Francisco.  If  convicted, 
this  carried  a $500  fine  and/or  up  to 
six  months  of  prison  time  (Sullivan, 
1990).  Rather  that  try  to  conform  to 
the  gender  given  him  at  birth. 
Garland  gave  up  the  Babe  Bean  name 
and  blended  into  society  fully  as  Jack 
Bee  Garland. 

Garland  survived  the  1906  San 
Francisco  earthquake,  serving  as  a 
male  nurse  for  the  Red  Cross,  and 
spent  his  remaining  years  helping  the 
less  fortunate  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area.  It  wasn't  until  1936,  when  he 
passed  away  from  peritonitis,  that 
"Uncle  Jack,"  as  he  was  known  by  his 
friends,  was  again  revealed  in  the 
public  newspapers. 

Jack  was  not  the  only  one  to  have 
been  in  San  Francisco  during  that 
time  period.  Another  such  person  was 
Charlotte  (a.k.a.  Carlotta)  von  Curtis. 
The  only  reference  I have  to  her  was 
graciously  provided  me  by  Susan 
Stryker  and  Joanne  Meyerowitz, 
who  discovered  Christine  Jorsengen's 
notes  on  von  Curtis  while  working  on 
the  Jorgensen  papers  in  Copenhagen. 
Stryker  and  Meyerowitz  are  preserv- 
ing, arranging,  and  describing  the  col- 
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lection  and  working  on  ways  to  make 
Jorgensen's  materials,  currently  in  the 
hands  of  the  Royal  Danish  Library, 
accessible  to  the  public. 

Jorgensen,  who  was  working  on  a 
follow-up  to  her  book,  Christine 
Jorgensen,  a Personal  Autobiography 
(soon  to  be  republished  by  Cleis 
Press),  interviewed  Charlotte.  While 
the  notes  are  somewhat  disjointed 
and  are  in  a shorthand  that  leaves 
many  details  in  her  interview  forever 
lost,  we  can  tell  the  following  about 
this  individual. 

Charlotte  was  born  in  Berlin  of 
American  parents  and  traveled  to 


Jack  Bee  Garland,  then  known  as  Babe  Bean,  as 
seen  during  his  service  in  Manila. 


America  with  her  parents  around  age 
9.  She  indicated  that  she  had  some 
form  of  surgery  around  1906.  The 
details  are  lost,  but  it  might  have  been 
a simple  orchidectomy  and/or  penec- 
tomy. She  would  have  been  between 
12  and  16  at  this  point.  It's  not  certain 
if  she  had  surgery  in  this  country  or 
outside  of  the  United  States. 

Charlotte  entered  vaudeville  in 
1910  and  later  acted  in  a World  War  I- 
era  silent  film,  playing  a man  who 
disguised  himself  as  a woman  in  a 
plot  to  murder  the  Kaiser.  During  this 
time,  she  was  turned  away — twice — 


by  Harry  Benjamin,  who  told  her, 
"Why  don't  you  go  to  Hirschfeld?" 

Hirschfeld  and  Benjamin  had 
originally  met  in  Germany  before 
Benjamin  emigrated  to  the  United 
States.  Through  his  Institute  for 
Sexual  Science,  Hirschfeld  treated  a 
number  of  early  20th  century  gender- 
variant  individuals  and  did  other 
groundbreaking  work  in  the  field  of 
sexology. 

So,  in  1921,  back  to  Germany 
Charlotte  went,  working  Hirschfeld 's 
reception  desk  and  assisting  patients 
with  clothing  needs  and  living 
arrangements.  Due  to  this,  she  met 
many  others  similar  to  her,  including 
Lili  Elbe  and  Lotte  Engleman.  It 
would  appear  she  left  Germany 
around  the  same  time  as  Hirschfeld, 
during  the  rise  of  Hitler  and  the  Nazi 
Party. 

There  were  others  during  the  first 
part  of  the  20th  century,  people  such 
as  Earl  Lind,  also  known  as  Jenny 
June,  a New  Yorker  who  described 
himself  as  an  invert,  an  androgyne,  a 
homosexual,  and  a fairy.  He  con- 
vinced a doctor  in  1902  to  castrate  him 
in  order  to  reduce  his  "obsession" 
with  sex. 

But  beyond  this,  he  also  saw  him- 
self as  a woman  (even  though  he  used 
male  pronouns  within  his  autobiogra- 
phy), and  hoped  castration  might 
eliminate  his  facial  hair,  the  "most 
detested  and  most  troublesome  badge 
of  masculinity"  (Lind,  1918). 

Also  present  during  this  era  were 
a number  of  individuals  who  eventu- 
ally made  up  the  case  studies  in  the 
aforementioned  Die  Transvestiten, 
originally  published  in  1910.  In  this 
text,  Hirschfeld  provided  case  studies 
of  17  gender-variant  people  he  had 
worked  with. 

One  such  individual  was 
Johanna,  or  Jenny  O.  Hirschfeld  first 
heard  of  her  after  her  article  was 
turned  down  for  publication  by 
Mutterschutz,  a magazine  on  antenatal 
care.  The  article  in  question  argued 
for  allowing  children  who  identify  in 
a gender  different  from  their  birth 
gender  to  be  encouraged,  rather  than 


Madame  Imbert  was  a veteran  of  a 


German  war  in  the  1800s. 

punished,  for  doing  so. 

Johanna  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1862.  According  to  her  correspondence 
with  Hirschfeld,  her  mother  allowed 
her  to  wear  her  sister's  castoffs.  Only 
after  her  mother  passed  away  in  1868 
and  Johanna  went  to  live  with  her 
aunts,  was  she  was  forced  to  wear 
male  attire. 

After  some  years  spent  in  a 
Catholic  orphanage,  Johanna  stole  the 
clothing  and  the  "certificate  of  domi- 
cile" from  another  local  girl  and  set 
out  on  her  own,  picking  up  odd  jobs 
(usually  as  a nanny,  cook,  or  embroi- 
derer) along  the  way,  and  moving  on 
when  she  would  be  betrayed.  She 
traveled  extensively  because  of  this, 
starting  in  Germany  and  staying  in 
France,  New  York,  Wisconsin,  and 
Montana  before  finally  settling  in 
California.  Once  in  California,  she 


A married  couple;  the  individual  on 
the  right  is  dressed  in  soldier's  garb. 
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Earl  Lind  (a.k.a.  Jenny  June)  emulating  a Greek  statue  of  “Hermaphroditos,”  whom  he  associated  strongly  with. 


worked  as  an  itinerant  bookseller  and 
for  the  newspapers.  One  has  to  won- 
der if  she  ever  crossed  paths  with  Jack 
Garland. 

From  photographic  evidence,  it 
seems  clear  that  Johanna  did  undergo 
a penectomy  and  very  likely  contin- 
ued to  live  in  role  as  a female.  Because 
of  her  life  experiences — and  in  spite  of 
some  of  the  suspicion  it  may  have 
placed  on  her — she  became  a support- 
er of  equal  rights,  pushing  for  a better 
understanding  of  "effeminate  men." 

In  Die  Transvestiten,  we  are  left 
with  her  thoughts:  "If  effeminate  men 
would  show  themselves  more  often,  it 
would  be  to  their  advantage.  Really, 
why  should  we  be  ashamed  of  our- 
selves!" (Flirschfeld,  1991). 

While  the  road  was  infinitely 
more  difficult  for  us  at  the  turn  of  the 
last  century,  there  are  obvious  exam- 
ples of  people  who,  in  spite  of  many 
obstacles,  chose  to  live  somewhat 
openly  in  their  preferred  gender. 
Their  strength  of  conviction  gave 
them  the  courage  to  forge  ahead, 
regardless  of  the  barriers  placed  in 
their  paths. 

And  perhaps  that  is  the  lesson 
they  can  teach  us — a lesson  we  can 
take  into  the  new  century. 

▼ 
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A4 


Well,  if  we're  that  rare  a bird,  then  I think  we  should  be 
parceled  out  carefully.  Not  just  every  little  podunk  burg  and 
hamlet  is  entitled  to  a tranny.  Until  their  local  civic  leaders  can 
get  out  there  and  drum  up  sufficient  business  to  raise  the 
population  to  the  minimum  37,000,  they  don't  get  one  of  us. 
And  no  FTM's  until  they  crack  the  150,000  mark. 

I can  easily  envision  the  excitement  a small  town  would 
feel  when  they  finally  boost  their  population  up  to  the  requi- 
site minimum  to  get  their  first  tranny.  There  would  be  parades 
and  barbecues  and  marching  bands,  and  whichever  of  us  is 
selected  would  be  given  a key  to  the  city." 

—Atlanta  Attorney  Andrea  Bennett,  responding  via  e-mail  to  the 
Ontario  Commission  on  Human  Rights  report,  Toward  a Commission 
Policy  on  Gender  Identity.  From  Rex  Wockner’s  “Quote  Unquote.” 
Used  with  permission. 
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On  Being  Beautiful 

I had  an  interesting  experience 
recently  when  I,  as  Miqqi,  was 
making  a presentation  to  a 
group  of  volunteers  for  ’ York 
University's  Positive  Space  Programme. 
In  order  to  earn  the  right  to  have  a 
queer-positive  sticker  on  your  office 
door,  you  must  first  attend  an  orienta- 
tion session  explaining  the  responsi- 
bilities and  limits  involved  in  being 
such  a volunteer.  At  these  sessions  I 
always  make  a 15-20  minute  presenta- 
tion about  gender  diversity.  Usually, 
this  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
times  for  the  volunteers,  since  they 
are  less  familiar  with  issues  of  gender 
diversity  than  with  sexual  diversity. 
My  being  there,  dressed  in  one  of  my 
lady  professor  outfits,  always  has  a 
great  deal  of  impact. 

When  my  presentation  is  fin- 
ished, there  is  always  Q&A  time,  and 
one  issue  that  always  comes  up  is 
about  passing  (and,  of  course,  bath- 
rooms.) When  I talk  about  passing  I 
generally  remark  that  most  of  the 
time  I pass  fairly  well,  because,  I say, 
"I  look  like  just  another  large  unat- 
tractive woman."  This  is  a line  I've 
used  many  times,  and  it  has  even 
been  quoted  in  newspaper  articles 
about  me.  This  time,  a hand  went  up. 
It  belonged  to  a female  colleague  who 
I know  well,  and  who  I also  know  is 
an  FTM  crossdresser.  In  fact,  once  at  a 
union  dance  I taught  her  how  to  lead 
as  a man,  an  experience  she  enjoyed 
and  a memory  she  cherishes.  When  I 
called  on  her,  my  friend,  whom  I'll 
call  Irene,  said  she  hoped  it  wasn't  out 
of  place,  but  she  didn't  think  I was  at 
all  unattractive.  She  briefly  recalled 
our  experience  dancing,  and  said  that, 
in  fact,  I was  a very  beautiful  person 
and  a beautiful  woman.  I tried  hard  to 
control  the  mistiness  that  came  to  my 
eyes,  and  vowed  to  strike  that  line 
from  my  repertoire. 

I also  realized  she  was  right,  and 
that  I was,  especially  as  my  woman- 
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Miqqitalk 

by  Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert,  Ph.D. 


self,  falling  into  the  beauty  trap,  the 
morass  of  self-abnegation  and  inter- 
nalized body  hatred  to  which  women 
in  our  culture  so  often  fall  prey.  The 
message  from  childhood  on  is  con- 
stant: You  are  too  fat,  your  hair  is  not 
the  right  color,  your  breasts  are  too 
small  or  too  large,  your  cheekbones 
should  be  higher,  your  eyes  larger, 
your  lips  more  lush,  and  on  and  on 
and  on.  What  I needed  to  do  was  to 
step  out  of  that  trap,  to  agilely  leap 
around  it  and  recognize  my  own 
beauty  and  learn  to  love  myself. 
When  I can  love  the  woman  within 
me,  accept  who  she  is  as  she  is,  then  I 
am  growing  and  becoming  whole. 

All  of  this  was  brought  home  to 
me  by  Irene's  comment.  It  was  some- 
thing I had  known  for  a long  time 
through  my  involvement  with 
humanistic  psychology  and  its  theo- 
ries about  wholeness  and  integra- 
tion— but  realizing  that  I was  han- 
dling it  differently,  depending  on 
which  of  my  gender  psyches  was 
dominant  at  a given  time,  was  a sur- 
prise to  me.  I now  had,  have,  some- 
thing to  work  on,  something  to  get 
past.  My  goal  is  to  learn  to  love  the 
woman  I am  when  I am  that  woman. 

One  of  the  great  ironies  of  this 
self-awareness  is  that  if  I succeed, 
then  I immediately  fall  afoul  of  a 
recent  and  very  au  currant  theory 
known  as  "autogynephilia."  This  the- 
ory, developed  by  Ray  Blanchard,  first 
appeared  in  print  in  1989.  It  was  revis- 
ited by  Anne  Lawrence  in  Transgender 
Tapestry  #85  and  is  the  most  recent 
rage  in  the  circles  of  those  who 
require  explanations  and  causes.  If 
you've  been  reading  my  scribbling  for 
a while,  you  will  know  I'm  not  really 
big  on  either  of  those  things.  Causes 
are  invariably  more  complex,  com- 
pound, and  situational  than  their  pro- 
pounders allow,  and  explanations 
always  have  other,  often  deeply  hid- 
den, agendas.  Nonetheless,  I can 
understand  why  so  many  people 
latch  on  to  these  theories  as  a way  of 
trying  to  understand  who  they  are 


and  why  they  are  that  way.  But  this 
autogynephilia  business  really  needs 
to  be  looked  at  more  closely. 

The  theory  seems  to  hold  that 
there  is  an  entire  class  of  male-to- 
female  transsexuals  who  are  in  love 
with  the  woman  they  fantasize  them- 
selves to  be.  They  are  in  love  with  the 
woman  they  believe  is  inside  them,  or 
the  woman  they  would  be  were  they 
women.  So  in  a sense  we're  talking 
more  about  a sort  of  strange  narcis- 
sism than  about  a gender  dysphoria. 
And  there  is  no  reason  why  the  theo- 
ry does  not  apply  to  crossdressers  as 
well.  The  difference  would  be  the 
degree  of  infatuation  and  the  extent  to 
which  one  is  willing  to  go  to  bring  the 
love  affair  to  fruition. 

Autogynephelia  is  a neat  and 
handy  explanation  for  such  phenome- 
na as  crossdressers  increasing  their 
activity  the  more  frequently  they 
dress,  and  the  sudden  switch  to  trans- 
sexualism at  a later  age.  The  more  one 
crossdresses,  the  "closer"  one 
becomes  to  the  love  object,  until  con- 
summation becomes  a necessity.  Since 
the  love  object  can  be  obtained  only 
by  externalizing  it,  the  person  must 
become  the  love  object.  Or  something 
like  that. 

There  are  any  number  of  people, 
including  gender  therapists  and 
members  of  the  TG  community,  who 
are  taken  with  this  theory,  but  it  does 
raise  some  puzzling  questions.  For 
example,  let's  suppose  I succeed  in 
the  personal  growth  project  I set 
myself  in  the  first  few  paragraphs. 
Rather  than  put  myself  down  and 
belittle  my  appearance,  I learn  to 
appreciate  the  beauty  I have  for  what 
it  is  and  to  respect  the  person  I am. 
The  end  result  is  that  I am  in  a situa- 
tion where  I love  my  woman-self,  I 
love  the  woman  I am,  or  think  I am. 


But,  because  I am  gender-diverse,  this 
is  not  an  achievement  of  healthy  inte- 
gration and  personal  self-acceptance. 
No,  it  is  autogynephilia,  being  in  love 
with  the  woman  within.  But  having  a 
condition,  a label  because  I have 
learned  self-respect,  applies  only  to 
those  of  us  who  are  blessed  with  gen- 
der diversity.  Let  me  explain. 

Consider  someone  named  Jane. 
Imagine  that  Jane  was  bom  an  average 
natal  female  and  is  typically  content 
with  living  her  life  in  her  birth-desig- 
nated gender.  In  addition  to  this,  Jane 
is  very  happy  with  herself,  and,  hav- 
ing attended  various  groups  and 
workshops  on  self-love  and  self- 
respect,  is  especially  pleased  to  be  just 
who  she  is.  Jane  loves  the  woman  she 
is;  she  loves  the  woman  inside  her  as 
well  as  outside  her.  Does,  then,  Jane 
"suffer  from"  or  exemplify  autogy- 
nephilia? Of  course  not.  Jane  is  simply 
an  example  of  a happy,  healthy  normal 
woman.  The  same  person,  born  a male 
but  who  appreciates  herself  as  a 
woman,  is  a candidate  for  autogy- 
nephilia. 

Stop  for  a moment  and  think 
about  Jane's  brother,  John.  He  went  to 
a lot  of  workshops  and  into  therapy  in 
order  to  overcome  his  sense  of  low 
self-esteem.  He  is  not  a very  handsome 
man  by  the  usual  standards,  but  has 
come  to  realize  his  beauty  is  an  inner 
beauty,  his  strength  an  inner  strength. 
Aha!  Obviously,  John  is  suffering  from 
autohomophilia,  since  he  is  in  love 
with  the  man  inside  him.  But  there  is 
no  such  category,  not  even  at  this  time 
for  FTMs,  though  they  will  surely  be 
explained  in  a sequel. 

So,  the  question  I ask  is  this:  how 
can  a gender  uni-verse  (i.e.,  non- 
diverse)  woman  be  in  love  with  her- 
self, believe  she  is  a good  person  with 
a rich  personality  and  a nice  body, 
attractive  and  even  sexy,  and  be  con- 
sidered healthy  and  normal,  while  a 
gender-diverse  woman  who  accom- 
plishes the  very  same  thing  has  an 
entire  category  and  a fancy  word 
invented  for  her  by  psychiatrists  and 
psychologists  looking  to  explain 
deviant  behavior? 

The  answer  has  to  do  with  under- 
standing explanations.  And  the  most 
important  thing  to  understand  about 
explanations  is  this:  before  anything 
else,  it  must  first  be  determined  that 
something  requires  an  explanation — 


and  only  those  things  that  are  abnor- 
mal, out  of  the  ordinary,  different  or 
diverse  require  explanations.  So,  it  is 
first  and  foremost  the  (unconsidered) 
assumption  that  it  is  abnormal  to  be 
gender-diverse  that  leads  to  the  need 
for  an  explanation  in  the  first  place.  If 
our  society  were  such  that  it  were 
perfectly  normal  to  live  in  a bi-gen- 
dered  way  or  to  switch  genders  at 
one  or  more  times  in  one's  life,  then 
there  would  be  no  such  thing  as  auto- 
gynephelia.  The  expression  would  be 
"integrated  personality." 

The  other  important  thing  to 
understand  about  explanations  is  that 
they  always  have  purposes.  Just  as 
sociobiology  has  been  used  for  years 
to  shore  up  sexism  and  racism,  expla- 
nations dealing  with  the  nature  of 
gender  diversity  are  typically 
designed  to  demonstrate  that  it  really 
is  a deviation,  and  an  unhealthy  one 
at  that.  Autogynephelia  and  its  selec- 
tive application  to  the  gender-diverse 
smacks,  to  me,  of  a way  of  belittling 
and  ignoring  an  entire  range  of  indi- 
vidual. By  lumping  a lot  of  people 
into  a convenient  category,  they  can 


be  dismissed  with  a wave  of  the  auto- 
gynepheliac  wand:  "Oh,  he's  not  a 
true  transsexual;  he's  just  got  a case  of 
autogynephelia."  It  is  also  politically 
dangerous  because  you  know  per- 
fectly well  there  are  transwomen  out 
there  saying  to  themselves  or  in 
newsgroups,  "Well,  I'm  a true  TS,  not 
like  some  of  those  autogynepheliacs." 
And  the  last  thing  our  beleaguered 
community  needs  is  another  way  to 
slice  and  dice  the  authenticity  hierar- 
chy. 

So  let's  be  careful  of  embracing 
new  concepts,  most  especially  those 
applied  by  outside  observers  whose 
agendas  may  not  be  immediately 
apparent. 

▼ 

Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert 

is  a Professor  of  Philosophy  at  York 
University.  She  can  be  reached  at 
miqqi@gilbertl  .net. 

(We'll  be  taking  a thorough  look  at  auto- 
gynephilia in  a forthcoming  issue  of 
Transgender  Tapestry— Ed.) 


HELP  WANTED 


LIBRARIAN 


Seeking  one,  possibly  two  persons  to  work 
full  time  in  Chicago  at  a newly  forming 
Research/Library  facility  specializing 
in  Trans  materials. 

Responsibilities  include  cataloging  of  materials, 
scanning,  hosting  research  participants,  and  the 
kind  of  things  associated  with  a start  up  and 
management  of  a library. 

Computer  skills  a distinct  advantage 

Mail,  Fax,  or  Email  resume  to: 
GERL,  Gender  Education,  Research,  and 
Library,  % Rikki  Swin,  436B  East  North  Water 
Street,  Chicago,  IL.  60611  (or)  312.565.1951  (fax) 
(or)  GenEdResLib@Aol.com 
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MARIS  A RICHMOND 

has  been  very  active  and  visible  in 
Nashville's  GLBT  community.  She  is  the  Co- 
Founder  of  the  Tennessee  Vais,  former 
Board  Chair  of  AEGIS  (1996-1999),  and  a 
current  monthly  columnist  in  Transgender 
Community  News.  She  was  a delegate  to 
the  charter  meeting  of  the  Magnolia 
Transgender  Alliance  and  has  been  a dele- 
gate to  the  Congress  of  Transgender 
Organizations.  With  a Ph.D.  in  history,  she 
has  had  several  columns  on  historical  studies 
published  by  both  Transgender  Tapestry  and 
Chrysalis.  She  has  also  been  a regular  pan- 
elist and  featured  speaker  at  Southern 
Comfort  since  1995,  and  has  participated  as 
a panelist  or  speaker  at  several  other  gender 
events,  including  IFGE  and  the  1997 
Congress  on  Sex  and  Gender. 


U , 


BRENDA  VIOLA 
is  a long-term  member  of  Long  Island 
Femme  Expressions  and  a frequent 
attendee  and  worker  bee  at  Fantasia  Fair. 
She  is  very  involved  in  community  and  pro- 
fessional education,  and  is  currently  earn- 
ing a MSW  degree. 


JENNILEIGH  LOVE 

Jennileigh  is  a twentysomething  trans- 
gendered  person  who  recently  moved 
from  Nashville  to  Atlanta.  She  served 
on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Tennessee  Vais  for  five  years  and 
maintained  the  Vais  website 
<www.transgender.org/tvals/>.  She 
served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Nashville's  Center  for  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bi 
and  Transgendered  life,  and  was  Co- 
chair of  the  Southern  Comfort 
Conference  in  1998.  For  fun  she  sews 
and  collects  toys  and  comic  books. 


DIANA  LEA 

Born  the  same  day  as  Marilyn 
Monroe — June  1,  1926,  Diana  is 
a member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Kappa  Beta,  Tri- 
Ess’  Charlotte,  NC  chapter.  She 
also  serves  on  the  planning 
committee  for  Southern 
Comfort.  Diana  loves  to  travel 
and  attends  most  national  con- 
ferences. 


CHRISTINE  HOCHBERG 

Known  for  her  shorter-than-short 
skirts,  California  resident 
Christine  Hochberg  is  a common 
sight  at  transgender  community 
conferences.  She  is  active  in  her 
local  support  groups  and  is 
involved  in  education  to  schools 
and  businesses.  Out  to  the  world, 
she  is  employed  doing  public  rela- 
tions for  a major  airline. 


ADRIANNE  WALKER 
"Don't  advertise — don't  back 
away"  is  Adrianne's  motto.  She  is 
the  TG  resource  person  at  the 
Granville  Baptist  Church,  a wel- 
coming and  affirming  congrega- 
tion. She  is  an  architecture  stu- 
dent and  a member  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  Honor  Society. 


JOANNE  PENNI  LAW 
Over  the  past  eleven  years,  Joanna 
has  helped  individuals,  corporations, 
unions,  and  policing  organizations 
address  transgender  and  gay/lesbian 
issues.  She  was  president  for  three 
terms  of  Monarch,  Canada's  oldest 
transgender  support  group,  and  is 
president  of  the  Association  of 
Lesbian,  Transgender,  Gay,  and 
Bisexuals  of  Ottawa. 
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JOSEPHINE  MARIE  THANE 

f/k/a  David  S.  Thomas,  is  a profession- 
ally trained  broadcaster.  She  currently 
works  as  a skilled  typist  and  legal  sec- 
retary. She  spends  most  of  her  time 
away  from  work  practicing  and  perform 
ing  with  Minstrosity,  a folk/renais- 
sance quartet  which  just  released  its 
first  album  <www.ripco.com/~jmthane> 


D.  DIANE  BAGINSKI 
Diane  has  been  employed  for  22 
years  at  LTVS  steel  as  an  electri- 
cian/electronic technician.  She  has 
been  out  and  proud  since  1994.  For 
the  past  three  years  she  has  been  a 
facilitator  at  a TG  support  group, 
where  she  helps  newcomers  in  their 
coming-out  process. 


BRITTANY-TIFFANY 


a floor  supervisor  in  a stamping 
plant  and  a licensed  nail  technician, 
had  many  periods  of  purging  and 
denial,  but  by  her  late  30's  could  no 
longer  deny  her  transgender  nature. 
In  facing  her  inner  self,  she  has 
found  freedom.  Her  signature  is  out 
landish  clothes.  She  was  Chair  of 
the  1999  Be-All  and  is  President  of 
Paradise  Club. 


m 


I A r t i c I e 


ABOUT  6 WEEKS  AGO,  I WAS 
asked  by  a friend  to  “talk"  with  an  an- 
gry wife  via  ICQ.  I said  “yes",  and  be- 
gan what  was  to  be  a 3-hour  chat  via 
the  Net.  The  story  was  that  her  hus- 
band had  decided  he  was  a male-to- 
female  transsexual  and  had  advised 
her  and  their  21-year-  old  son  of  this 
fact  via  email.  Apparently,  this  man 
had  moved  to  another  state  for  a bet- 
ter job,  leaving  the  family  behind  un- 
til they  could  afford  to  join  him.  As 
the  story  was  related  to  me,  the  man's 
eldest  son  had  decided  that  he  was  a 
transsexual  and  based  on  his  self-di- 
agnosis, had  flown  to  Thailand  and 
had  SRS.  The  news  of  this  surgery  had 
apparently  begun  to  weigh  heavily  on 
the  father's  mind,  and  he  began 
searching  the  Internet.  Somehow  or 
another,  he  stumbled  across  a website 
created  by  a post-operative  male-to- 
female  transsexual,  who  for  some  rea- 
son had  created  a self-diagnostic 
"test"  for  those  unsure  of  their  gender 
identity.  Having  taken  this  test,  the 
husband  determined  that  he  was  also 
transsexual  and  immediately  wrote 
his  wife  and  younger  son  and  an- 
nounced (from  1,500  miles  away)  that 
he  was  a TS  and  that  he  planned  to 
have  SRS  as  well. 

As  far-fetched  as  this  sounded,  it 
seemed  legitimate.  I continued  to  talk 
with  the  wife,  who  was  absolutely 
freaked  by  this  news.  With  the  money 
situation,  as  well  as  her  own  health 
problems,  there  was  no  way  for  her  to 
travel  to  see  her  husband  to  discuss 
this,  and  so  their  "discussions,"  as  she 
put  it,  were  limited  to  the  Internet  and 


Self-Diagnosis — 


A Frightening  Possibility 


by  Linda  Kaye 


the  infrequent  telephone  calls.  Her 
son  was  terribly  distressed  by  his  fa- 
ther's announcement  and  in  a deep 
depression — as  was  she.  Apparently, 
this  man  had  not  been  to  a therapist 
or  physician  and  intended  fully  to  by- 
pass all  professionals  and  go  the  way 
his  son  (now  daughter)  had  gone. 

The  wife  had  undertaken  a major 
search  of  the  Internet  to  seek  help  and 
had  been  talking  via  the  Net  to  a vari- 
ety of  people.  I was  just  one  of  many, 
but  I wanted  to  help  if  I could.  I gave 
her  the  names  of  support  organiza- 
tions, several  therapists  in  her  area, 
and  offered  to  have  transsexual  cou- 
ples from  our  Couples'  Network  con- 
tact her. 

During  our  conversations,  which 
continued  over  the  next  few  days,  she 
sent  me  the  URL  of  the  self-diagnostic 
test,  which  is  called  the  COGIATI. 
This  apparently  stands  for 
"Combined  Gender  Identity  And 
Transsexuality  Inventory."  I logged 
onto  it  and  found  it  just  full  of  dis- 
claimers, including  a warning  that  the 
test  should  not  be  used  to  replace  the 
services  of  counselors,  psychiatric  or 
medical  evaluation,  but  somewhat 
critical  of  established  professional  di- 
agnostic standards.  In  fact,  it  blatently 
stated  that  the  author  felt  there  had 
been  no  attempt  to  create  a "serious, 
multi-faceted  battery"  which  would 
help  the  gender-dysphoric  "place 
themselves."  In  other  words,  this  per- 
son created  a battery  of  questions 
which  would  allow  another  person 


who  might  be  having  gender  strug- 
gles determine  their  true  gender  iden- 
tity. The  author  states  she  has  had 
some  college  (biochemistry)  and  is  an 
artist  and  website  creator. 

I set  out  to  take  this  test,  even 
though  I am  not  a male-to-female 
transsexual.  I took  it  seven  times,  an- 
swering most  of  the  questions  honest- 
ly and  exactly  the  same  each  time,  but 
changing  answers  on  a handful  of 
questions.  Each  time,  my  score  indi- 
cated that  I was  a male-to-female 
transsexual. 

Although  there  may  be  some  peo- 
ple who  read  this  who  feel  I'm  being 
critical,  uncaring,  or  sarcastic  about 
those  who  are  transsexuals,  this  is  not 
the  case.  My  concern  is  that  there  are 
many  people  who  live  in  uncertainty 
about  their  gender  identity,  and  as  a 
result,  live  a life  of  fear,  pain  and  con- 
fusion. The  anonymity  of  such  a test 
may  seem  very  appealing  as  they  des- 
perately search  for  help.  Hopefully,  a 
good  many  such  people  will  realize 
they  must  seek  professional  care,  but 
there  will  be  those  who  will  overlook 
disclaimers,  who  will  see  such  a test 
as  the  Mecca  they  have  been  seeking. 
In  doing  so,  they  may  unwittingly 
hurt  themselves  and  those  who  love 
them. 

Although  the  situation  with  the 
husband  who  took  the  test  and  self- 
diagnosed  may  sound  far-fetched,  I 
believe  it  may  be  a situation  which  is 
repeated  more  often  than  we  might 
think.  Although  I felt  that  the  rela- 
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tionship  between  this  man  and  his 
wife  was  far  more  problematic  than 
just  gender  issues,  nonetheless,  the 
husband  was  looking  for  a way  to 
solve  the  problems  in  his  life,  and  in 
doing  so,  I believe,  drastically  made 
the  problems  even  worse.  His  insensi- 
tivity to  his  wife  and  son  was  terrible, 
and  despite  what  I think  must  be 
some  real  issues  and  pain  within  him, 
this  insensitivity  was  inexcusable. 

I am  not  trying  to  be  critical  of 
those  who  want  to  help,  but  such  at- 
tempts as  the  COGIATI  open  up 
Pandora's  boxes  in  the  lives  of  those 
who  are  searching  for  their  gender 
identities.  For  a wife,  struggling  to 
deal  with  her  husband's  search  for 


identity,  it  can  be  devastating  and 
highly  destructive.  In  my  view,  there 
can  be  no  replacement  for  profession- 
al, ethical  therapy  and  medical  evalu- 
ations. 

The  author  of  the  test  may  truly 
be  trying  to  help  others  such  as  her- 
self, but  her  disclaimers  can  and  will 
be  ignored,  for  there  are  going  to  be 
those  who  use  her  test  to  "find  a quick 
solution,"  overlooking  the  real  need 
for  professional  help.  I can  only  urge 
those  who  are  searching  to  search  in 
the  right  place  for  help  and  to  be  sen- 
sitive not  only  to  their  own  needs  but 
the  needs  of  those  who  love  them. 

T 


Linda  Kaye  has  been  active  in  the  gen- 
der community  since  1988,  when  she 
joined  the  Sigma  Epsilon  Tri-Ess  chapter. 
She  was  elected  president  in  1990  and 
served  until  September,  1993,  when  she 
moved  to  Oklahoma.  She  served  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  IFGE  for  three 
years  and  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Tri-Ess  from  1991  to  1995.  She  was  in 
charge  of  the  first  three  S.PJ.C.E.  confer- 
ences, and  was  Wives /Partners  Chair  for 
Tri-Ess,  1991-1995.  She  was  chair  of  the 
first  Southern  Comfort  and  was  on  the 
SCC  Board  of  Directors  for  several  years. 
She  is  currently  running  the  Couples' 
Network  and  writing  monthly  articles 
for  TG  Forum.  Linda  is  co-author,  with 
partner  Vanessa  Kaye,  of  Life  With 
Vanessa,  a book  for  couples  by  a couple, 
and  author  of  hundreds  of  articles,  many 
of  which  are  directed  to  and  about 
wives/partners  issues. 
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Cosmetics  & Skin  Care  rfIVITF F I 

All  of  our  professional  products  come  in  discreet  vv  mm  I W I Ei  Hn  ■■ 
pockoging  with  eosy-to-follow  Instructions.  PRODUCTS  INC. 


Fov  FUe  -PewiCme  yoiA. 

Visit  our  Website  at 
www.genteelusa.com 

Tel:  (561)  995-0140 
Fax:  (561)241-1138 
Email:  sales@genteelusa.com 


Mention  that  you  saw  this  AD  in  Transgender 
Tapestry  and  get  a 10%  discount  off  all  prod- 
ucts ordered  (discount  does  not  apply  to  ship- 
ping/handling charges). 


GLAMOUR  BOUTIQUE 

West  Side  Plaza  (Center  Unit) 

850  Southbridge  Street  (Rte  20) 

Auburn,  Massachuestts 
508-721-7800 

Wigs,  Lingerie,  Stockings,  Regular  and  Wide  Women's  Shoes,  Corsets,  Etc 
High  Quality  Breast  Forms  at  the  Lowest  Prices  Anywhere 
TRANSFORMATIONS  by  JAMIE  AUSTIN 

Hours:  12-6  (Monday-Saturday) 

Other  Hours  by  Appointment 
Visit  our  Internet  Site  at  www.glamourboutique.com 
Internet  Office:  508-347-5758 
Fax:  508-347-2427 

Directions:  Exit  10  (Mass  Pike)  to  Rte  12W  to  20W  (Next  to  Spa  King) 


Sandy’s  Boutique 

We  have  a large  selection 

* 

of  Breast  Forms,  Bras 

and  Accessories. 

i 

Send  for  Your 

FREE  CATALOG! 

To  speak  to  a femme  consultant 

w, 

— t 

discreetly  call: 

TOLL  FREE 

1-800-696-3547 

Fax:  954-978-9059 

l , V/ 

Internet:  www.mastectomy.com 

Email:  cirtech@att.net 

Take  A Walk  On  The  Wildside 

TV  Bed  & Breakfast 
Fully  stocked  Crossdresser's  Boutique 
Home  of  the  Canadian  Crossdressers  Club 


Phone:  416-921-6112 
Fax:416-964-8824 


Paddy  Aldridge  President 
Tom  (Roxy)  Sloan  Vice-President 


website  www.wildside.org 
email  lnfo@wlldside.org 


161  Garrard  St.  East, 
Toronto,  Ontario, 
Canada  M5A2E4 
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How  Neal  Cline  Resolved 
a Lifelong  Dilemma  by  Becoming  Nicole 

Gender  jepueg 


This  article  previously  appeared  in 
City  Weekly,  a Salt  Lake  City  news- 
magazine, in  April,  1999. 

TWO  HOURS  AFTER  HE  AND  HIS 
wife  of  sixteen  years  agreed  to  sepa- 
rate, Neal  Cline  sat  on  the  bed  at  his 
newly-rented  apartment  and  vowed 
to  resolve  whether  he  was  male  or  fe- 
male. He  rested  his  bearded  face  in  his 
hands  and  thought  about  both  his 
past  and  his  future.  As  a young  boy, 
he  lay  awake  nights,  hoping  to  arise 
the  next  morning  as  a girl.  Since  that 
time,  confusion  over  his  inner  gender 
and  outward  anatomy  continued  to 
plague  him. 

As  a youth,  he  longed  to  feel  ap- 
propriate in  his  body,  and  for  years 
felt  he  was  the  only  freak  in  the 
world.  He  recalls  feeling  "a  first 
breath  of  fresh  air"  when  he  was  ten 
and  his  mother  dressed  him  as  a girl 
for  Halloween.  "It  felt  good — I wore 
makeup  and  a short  dress  borrowed 
from  a teenage  girl.  I didn't  want 
Halloween  to  end,"  Cline  says  confi- 
dently, in  a voice  not  easily  distin- 
guishable as  male  or  female. 

Cline  says  he  soon  discovered  he 
felt  at  peace  donning  feminine  appar- 
el— on  occasion  a slip,  a nightgown,  a 
blouse  and  skirt.  Yet  this  momentary 
calm  was  a brief  respite  in  a life  filled 
with  inner  turmoil.  In  everyday  con- 
versation, he'd  pause  to  think  how  a 
man  would  respond  before  answering 
questions.  For  years,  he  chose  voca- 
tions he  hoped  would  wake  up  the 
masculine  behavior  he  assumed 
should  be  inherent. 

Cline  worked  as  an  aircraft  me- 
chanic, graduated  from  the  police 
academy  and  served  in  search  and 
rescue  operations.  When  his  boss  told 
Cline  he  was  the  most  macho  man  he 
knew,  Cline  told  himself  he'd  had  a 


lot  of  years  to  perfect  his  role  in  this 
lifelong  charade.  At  forty,  Cline  was 
weary  of  lying  about  who  he  really 
was.  "I  was  terrified,  but  determined 
to  find  the  answer,  good  or  bad.  I de- 
cided I was  going  to  be  happy  for  the 
first  time  in  my  life,"  Cline  affirms  in 
a higher  version  of  the  voice  with 
which  he  once  sang  tenor. 

Although  he  was  finding  his  oc- 
cupational niche  as  a land-use  plan- 
ner, Cline  stumbled  through  a maze 
of  mental  health  advice  about  his  gen- 
der confusion.  Salt  Lake  County 
Mental  Health  originally  assigned 
him  to  a male  counselor.  "I  didn't 
know  how  to  talk  to  a man  about 
something  so  personal.  I went  for  six 
to  nine  months  and  we  got  all  of  his 
issues  resolved,"  Cline  laughs  sarcas- 
tically. 

After  he  saw  the  male  counselor, 
he  entered  group  therapy,  but  found 
no  better  result.  "If  I can't  tell  some 
guy  my  deepest  feelings.  I'm  not  go- 
ing to  tell  ten  strangers." 

After  sitting  silently  through  sev- 
eral sessions,  he  then  approached  a fe- 
male counselor.  "I  thought  I would 
have  found  someone  very  under- 
standing, but  she  couldn't  crawl  into 
the  couch  any  deeper."  Eventually 
though,  the  female  counselor  asked 
Cline  specific  questions.  "Like  what 
kinds  of  games  did  I like  to  play  and 
how  did  I feel  about  my  penis,"  he  re- 
members. When  Cline  didn't  meet  the 
counselor's  challenge  to  come  back  to 
the  next  meeting  dressed  as  a woman, 
she  was  disappointed  and  referred 
him  to  a psychiatrist  at  the  University 
of  Utah. 

That  day  in  the  basement  of  the  U 


by  Carolyn  Campbell 

of  U Medical  Center  conjures  up  scary 
memories.  "There  were  old  pipes  and 
a row  of  chairs  that  went  off  into  the 
darkness.  I remember  thinking  I was 
down  here  with  the  janitors  and  won- 
dering how  that  could  help  me."  The 
psychiatrist  looked  at  his  file  and  said 
he  wasn’t  ready  for  surgery — yet. 
"Back  then,  I didn't  know  about  any 
kind  of  surgery.  I envisioned  someone 
opening  my  head  to  fix  my  brain,  tak- 
ing a plug  from  one  outlet  and 
putting  it  in  another.  I would  have 
considered  therapy  a success  if  I left 
feeling  appropriate  in  my  body.  " 

Eventually  one  counselor  told 
him  to  simply  wear  unisex  clothes. 
Feeling  bewildered  and  even  more 
convinced  he  was  a freak,  Cline  re- 
turned to  Salt  Lake  County  Mental 
Health.  Again  he  was  referred  to  a 
male  counselor,  which  left  him  feeling 
he  was  back  where  he  started  . 

Unsure  what  clinical  path  to  take, 
he  got  a job  as  an  Army  Reserve 
Technician,  and  worked  on  heli- 
copters. He  married,  more  "out  of 
cure  than  love."  He  recalls  his  mother 
telling  him  he  wouldn't  need  his  own 
femininity  because  he  could  take 
pride  in  his  wife's.  But  only  three 
weeks  into  the  marriage,  he  told  his 
wife  about  his  gender  confusion.  "I 
said  I felt  peace  when  I wore  women's 
clothes."  It  floored  her.  She  was  silent 
for  a period  of  time.  Then  she  said, 
'Let's  keep  it  in  the  bedroom,'  taking 
me  to  mean  I was  interested  in  weird 
sex.  I couldn't  explain  that  this  wasn't 
a sexual  odyssey  at  all.  After  about  a 
year,  I still  loved  her,  but  I just  didn't 
love  her  as  a wife." 

The  marriage  became  a good 
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friendship  and  thriving  financial  part- 
nership. But  the  two  lived  separate 
lives,  he  says,  his  voice  trailing  off  as 
he  recalls  the  unhappy  time.  "If  we 
went  anywhere  we  arrived  and  left  in 
our  own  vehicles.  If  we  were  home  to- 
gether, we  would  be  in  separate 
rooms  doing  different  things." 

Cline  buried  himself  in  a full-time 
job,  another  part-time  job,  and  16  to 
18  quarter  hours  of  school.  "Once  I 
graduated,  it  was  the  beginning  of  the 
very  end.  Grasping  at  straws  as  I fell 
off  the  cliff,  I bought  a set  of  Kathie 
Lee  Gifford  marriage  improvement 
tapes."  But  by  then,  his  wife  wasn't 
interested  in  either  the  tapes  or  mar- 
riage counseling.  Soon  feeling  he  had 
nothing  left  to  save,  Cline  asked  for  a 
divorce.  Soon  he  had  his  own  apart- 
ment. 

Although  his  marriage  grew  tur- 
bulent and  then  dissolved,  his  profes- 
sional career  remained  solid.  Karen 
Richards,  Cline's  former  secretary 
who  also  became  a close  friend,  de- 
scribes her  former  supervisor  as  a 
highly  respected  planner  who  was  a 
perfectionist  at  work  for  Tooele 
County.  "Neal  was  highly  regarded. 
We'd  go  to  professional  seminars 
where  the  speakers  they  hired  to  at- 
tend would  ask  Neal  for  his  opinion." 
Besides  being  highly  astute  regarding 
land  use  laws,  her  boss  was  also 


meticulous  in  dress,  she  said.  "He  had 
every  hair  in  place  — kind  of  greased 
back.  Beard  and  mustache  neatly 
trimmed.  His  shirts  were  always  dry 
cleaned,  pressed  crisp.  He  always 
wore  silk  ties,  cuff  links  and  dressed 
to  the  nines." 

Despite  his  outward  perfection, 
Richards  sensed  her  colleague  was  in- 
wardly unhappy.  She  says  Cline  ap- 
peared depressed  - as  if  hiding  his 
real  self.  "He  was  trying  to  live  the  life 
he  was  expected  to  and  just  buried 
himself  in  his  job,"  Richards  con- 
cludes. She  and  Cline  were  at  a land 
site  when  the  subject  of  homosexuali- 
ty came  up.  "I  thought  he  was  homo- 
phobic  from  what  he  was  saying. 
Then  he  looked  at  me  and  said,  'You 
just  don't  get  it  do  you?  I'm  going 
through  a sex  change.'" 

Cline  matched  his  dedication  at 
work  with  after-hours  determination 
to  resolve  his  gender  issue.  He  began 
attending  groups  in  the  Salt  Lake  gen- 
der community,  where  he  met 
transvestites  and  transsexuals. 
Eventually,  he  became  convinced  he 
was  one  of  an  estimated  100,000  trans- 
gendered  Utahns  - both  those  who 
have  and  have  not  undergone  sex 
change  surgery.  In  September,  he  un- 
derwent one  of  three  planned  surg- 
eries. He  has  also  undergone  electrol- 
ysis and  now  takes  hormone  therapy. 
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The  hormones  caused  him  to  grow 
breasts  and  led  to  fat  redistribution 
that  made  Cline's  body  shape  con- 
form more  smoothly  to  female 
clothes. 

Because  he  had  a wide  vocal 
range  as  a singer  and  his  Adam's  ap- 
ple did  not  protrude,  he  was  able  to 
rely  on  speech  therapy  rather  than 
surgery  to  transform  his  voice  to  the 
mid-range  tone  he  likes  to  refer  to  as 
asexual.  Today,  Cline's  voice  sounds 
slightly  breathy,  but  not  raspy  or 
deep.  Somewhat  broad  shoulders  and 
large  hands  are  the  only  visible  re- 
minders that  this  person  was  once  a 
man. 

He  changed  his  appearance  slow- 
ly at  work,  and  took  on  an  androgy- 
nous appearance  for  a long  time. 
Richards  noticed  that  after  Cline  sep- 
arated from  his  wife,  his  hands  were 
no  longer  hairy.  "They'd  obviously 
been  shaved — at  the  time,  I didn't 
know  why." 

In  mid-1996,  Cline  began  wearing 
women's  slacks  and  blouses  to  work 
along  with  experimenting  with  make- 
up. "Most  women  have  ten  years  to 
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learn  mascara  and  eyeliner — I had  six 
months.  It  was  an  act  only  mastered 
with  great  patience  and  determina- 
tion," Cline  says,  flipping  back  her 
wavy,  brunette  shoulder-length  hair. 
Besides  eyeliner  and  mascara,  Cline 
now  wears  foundation  makeup,  lip- 
stick and  blush  on  her  recently- 
smooth  skin. 

"I  was  a good  enough  friend  to 
tell  Neal  the  blue  eye  shadow  had  to 
go,"  recalls  Richards. 

Besides  appearance  changes, 
Cline  also  began  using  initials  rather 
than  her  first  name  at  the  office.  But 
the  final  transition  from  Neal  to 
Nicole  happened  the  first  day  she 
wore  a dress  on  the  job.  Donning  a 
mid-calf,  two-piece  suit  with  tan  and 
blue  stripes  on  a spring  day  in  April, 
1997,  Cline  felt  very  apprehensive 
about  how  people  would  perceive 
her.  "I  wanted  to  wear  something 
tasteful  and  proper.  I've  always  been 
conscientious  about  my  clothes  and 
didn't  want  to  dress  like  a slut.  I re- 
member the  first  thing  anyone  said 
was,  'I  guess  you'll  be  using  the  wom- 
en's restroom.'" 

The  Tooele  County  courthouse 
women's  restroom  remains  a bone  of 
contention  through  which  Cline's  co- 
workers express  opinions  about  her 
transition.  Earlier  this  month,  she  re- 
ceived a letter  accusing  her  of  insub- 
ordination for  using  the  women's  re- 
stroom. It's  an  issue  she  plans  to  con- 
test. Richards  recalls  that  from  the 
first  day  Nicole  wore  a dress, 
"Everyone  was  so  curious  and  afraid. 
One  man  worried  that  if  his  wife  used 
the  restroom,  Nicole  might  rape  her. 
Someone  else  thought  a guard  should 
stand  outside  the  door  telling  people 
to  wait  until  she  finished.  And  some- 
body asked  what  would  happen  if  she 
peeked  under  the  stalls,"  Richards 
said  incredulously. 

Richards  adds  that  as  the  story  of 
Cline's  sex  change  spread,  visitors 
made  special  trips  to  the  County 
courthouse  to  steal  a look  at  her.  She 
says  some  co-workers  and  townspeo- 


ple initially  refused  to  speak  to  Cline. 
Richards  remembers  a day  when  she 
heard  catcalls  as  the  two  of  them  vis- 
ited the  local  7-11.  She  wondered  how 
her  children,  who  were  close  to  Neal, 
would  react  after  she  told  them  Cline 
didn't  want  to  be  a boy  any  more,  but 
wanted  to  be  a girl.  "My  son  went  in- 
to her  office  and  whistled  at  her.  He 
said,  'Woo,  woo,  you  sure  look  pretty.' 
Nicole  broke  down  crying,"  Richards 
remembers. 

To  those  who  ask  if  it  wouldn't  be 
easier  to  simply  disappear  and  as- 
sume a new  identity,  Cline's  voice  ris- 
es. "My  research  is  acknowledged  na- 
tionally. I've  put  too  much  effort  into 
who  I am — I couldn't  be  born  40  years 
old.  In  40  years,  I had  all  the  lying  I 
could  take." 

Certain  as  Cline  felt  about  main- 
taining the  office  status  quo,  the 
thought  of  pursuing  a new  romantic 
relationship  remained  puzzling  after 
the  divorce.  "I  knew  I couldn't  get 
back  together  with  a heterosexual 
woman.  Yet  I wasn't  gay  per  se  and  I 
felt  gay  men  are  attracted  to  other  ma- 
cho men.  With  a lesbian  woman,  I 
didn't  have  something  total  to  offer. 
My  sexual  orientation  is  bisexual.  A 
bisexual  man?  During  my  transition, 
the  idea  of  getting  back  into  a rela- 
tionship was  terrifying." 

Nonetheless,  when  he  was  still 
Neal,  Cline  met  Marlene  Smith,  a slim 
red-haired  divorced  mom  of  two.  The 
pair  became  acquainted  at  a gender 
issues  support  group.  At  the  time. 
Smith  was  finishing  a liberal  arts  de- 
gree and  dating  a male  crossdresser. 
The  two  struck  up  a friendship.  "Like 
me,  she  lived  in  Tooele.  Too,  she  was 
someone  who  had  been  to  the  support 
group  and  knew  that  side  of  me.  Back 
then,  I really  just  wanted  somebody  to 
go  kick  a few  rocks  with."  Cline  re- 
calls. 

They  went  to  a Halloween  haunt- 
ed house  on  their  first  outing  togeth- 
er, and  soon  felt  they'd  always  known 
each  other.  Smith  remembers  one 
evening  when  she  was  steeped  in 


homework  and  Cline  called  and 
asked  her  to  visit.  Smith  initially  said 
"No",  but  after  ten  minutes  of  home- 
work changed  her  mind.  "I  went  to 
her  house  at  eight  and  we  talked  until 
three  in  the  morning.  We  discussed 
everything  about  what  it's  like  to  be  a 
woman — picking  out  clothes,  make- 
up colors,  men.  It  turned  into  a hen 
session.  At  the  end  of  the  night  we 
were  just  two  women  talking,  and 
that's  when  I knew  we  were  best 
friends." 

Although  Cline  still  had  a beard 
and  was  dressed  as  a man  in  black 
levi's  and  a pullover  that  night.  Smith 
had  previously  seen  him  in  a dress  at 
the  support  group  and  fully  under- 
stood that  Cline  was  transitioning. 

Their  first  physical  contact  oc- 
curred later  that  night  when  Smith 
asked  Cline  to  hold  her  hand  as  she 
walked  down  his  icy  driveway.  They 
kept  calling  each  other  and  getting  to- 
gether. Before  the  day  Cline  wore  a 
dress  to  work.  Smith  called  Cline 
"Neal"  when  accompanying  her 
friend  at  professional  seminars  and 
"Nicole"  at  "safe"  times.  Neither  can 
pinpoint  a day  when  their  friendly 
outings  became  dates.  "We  don't  re- 
call who  said  'I  love  you,'  or  even 
who  proposed  first,"  says  Cline. 

Marlene's  11  year-old  daughter, 
Amanda,  picked  up  on  the  romance 
first.  "She  asked  when  we  would  live 
together  and  when  she  could  call  me 
Mommy,"  Nicole  says. 

After  the  relationship  became  ro- 
mantic, the  two  discussed  gender  is- 
sues. "I  made  sure  she  had  no 
thoughts  that  she  would  marry  me 
now,  then  get  me  to  go  back  to  being 
a man,"  says  Cline  emphatically. 

Smith  was  previously  married  to 
a man  and  says  she  never  pictured 
herself  in  a romantic  relationship  with 
a woman  before  meeting  Cline.  "I'd 
spent  my  entire  life  being  heterosexu- 
al and  had  to  really  feel  deep  down  in 
my  soul  to  be  able  to  overlook  the 
idea  of  being  called  lesbian."  She  says 
that  if  this  relationship  ended  and  she 
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began  another,  it  would  probably  be 
with  a man.  "But  our  situation  is 
unique.  Nicole  has  the  softness  of  a 
woman  and  the  strength  of  a man." 

When  the  office  got  wind  of  the 
unusual  relationship,  Richards  says 
the  most  common  question  was 
"whether  Marlene  was  really  a girl." 
Today,  Smith  describes  herself  as 
"lesbian  by  default." 

When  Neal  became  Nicole,  the 
two  stopped  showing  physical  affec- 
tion publicly.  While  Cline  nearly  al- 
ways wears  a dress  or  skirt  and 
blouse,  Smith  is  often  attired  more 
casually  in  a tee-  shirt  and  slacks,  her 
long  hair  in  a ponytail  or  drawn  up 
in  a bun.  Despite  their  differences  in 
appearance,  it's  obvious  these  are 
two  women  together.  "After  I no 
longer  looked  male  at  all,  I missed 
the  days  when  I could  put  my  arm 
around  her  or  hold  her  hand  when 
we  walked  to  the  movies,  but  flaunt- 
ing our  relationship  isn't  what  we're 
about,"  says  Cline. 

Before  deciding  to  become  a fam- 
ily, the  women  had  Smith's  two  chil- 
dren evaluated  by  a psychologist  to 
be  sure  our  relationship  wouldn't  be 
a detriment  in  their  lives.  They  re- 
ceived a clean  bill  of  health,  Cline  re- 
calls. 

On  March  22,  1997,  both  women 
carried  bouquets,  adorned  their  hair 
with  lace-topped  barrettes  and  wore 
calf-length  silk  and  lace  gowns  when 
a reverend  joined  them  in  holy  matri- 
mony at  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  in  Salt  Lake  City.  They  also 
exchanged  matching  diamond-stud- 
ded wedding  rings.  Marlene  Smith 
became  Marlene  Cline. 

In  January,  Nicole  Cline  was  also 
wearing  a dress  when  she  presented 
her  birth  certificate  and  driver's  li- 
cense to  the  Salt  Lake  County  clerk's 
office  to  apply  for  a legal  marriage  li- 
cense. "The  first  time  she  came  in, 
she  showed  her  driver's  license, 
which  said  she  was  a woman — we 
told  her  we  couldn't  issue  a license 
for  her  to  marry  another  woman," 
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said  Nick  Floras,  chief  deputy  County 
Clerk.  When  Cline  responded  that  she 
was  really  a man.  Floras  required  her 
to  bring  a certified  copy  of  the  birth 
certificate  indicating  she  was  legally 
male.  Cline  also  brought  a copy  of  a 
court  order  indicating  she  could 
change  her  name  from  Neal  to  Nicole. 
"As  long  as  she  had  not  had  her  gen- 
der changed  legally,  which  is  permis- 
sible in  Utah,  she  was  legally  entitled 
to  her  license,"  says  Marlin  Criddle, 
Cline's  attorney.  Criddle  explains  that 
when  Cline  previously  applied  for  the 
name  change,  she  also  applied  for  a 
gender  change,  which  the  judge  de- 
nied. "If  the  judge  had  granted  the 
gender  change,  she  wouldn't  have 
been  thereafter  entitled  to  a marriage 
license." 

Neither  Cline  nor  Criddle  are 
aware  of  any  other  occasion  when 
someone  in  the  process  of  changing 
genders  has  obtained  a legal  marriage 
license  for  what  amounts  to  legally  an 
opposite  sex  marriage,  but  is  a same 
sex  marriage  for  any  other  intent  and 
purpose.  Criddle  says,  "One  of  the 
implications  of  Nicole's  unique  situa- 
tion is  that  it  shows  how  arbitrary 
gender  really  is,  and  how  arbitrary 
laws  are  that  prohibit  people  of  the 
same  sex  from  marrying.  There  are  in- 
stitutions and  religions  who  think 
that  gender  is  an  eternal  characteris- 
tic, but  experience  in  the  real  world 
disproves  that." 

Criddle  adds,  "Basically,  in 
Cline's  case  you  have  two  people  try- 
ing to  create  a family  and  provide 
protection  for  their  children.  I can't 
understand  why  anyone  would  want 
to  object  to  that."  While  her  attorney 
doesn't  foresee  complications,  Cline 
becomes  adamant  at  the  thought  of 
her  marriage  being  threatened.  "I 
have  a legal  right  to  be  a human  being 
and  pursue  happiness.  If  anyone  tries 
to  take  this  from  me.  I'll  fight  them  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth." 

Actually,  fighting  is  something 
Cline  is  less  inclined  to  pursue  since 
she  became  Nicole.  "When  I was  full 


of  testosterone,  as  a man,  little  things 
could  set  me  off  and  I'd  be  mad  for 
days.  My  driving  in  traffic  was  very 
impatient.  Now  when  I get  angry,  and 
it  takes  quite  a bit  to  get  me  angry,  I 
try  to  accomplish  something  with  that 
anger." 

Nicole  hopes  the  environment  at 
work  remains  congenial,  too,  al- 
though she  says  objections  to  her  use 
of  the  women's  restroom  have  escalat- 
ed since  her  marriage  to  Smith. 

"While  she  declared  herself  as  a 
male  for  purposes  of  a marriage  li- 
cense, it  does  not  automatically  fol- 
low that  she  should  be  treated  as  a 
male  for  use  of  the  workplace  re- 
strooms," says  her  attorney.  "She  is  in 
the  process  of  becoming  a female.  Part 
of  the  standards  and  protocol  for  that 
include  dressing  and  living  as  a wom- 
an and  using  the  women's  facilities." 

"I  give  some  credit  to  Tooele 
County  and  Nicole's  employers.  Her 
transition  occurred  in  a rural  County 
and  a conservative  state,  yet  they 
were  able  to  retain  the  services  of  a 
highly  qualified  planner,"  says 
Criddle. 

Today,  Cline,  Smith  and  Smith's 
two  children  live  in  a house  they  pur- 
chased together  in  Tooele.  Aside  from 
Smith's  son's  room,  it's  obvious  two 
women  share  the  home.  Roses 
abound  on  the  curtains,  antique  chim- 
ney lamps,  in  artificial  bouquets  and 
on  the  bathroom  towels.  The  women 
own  rose-print  dresses  and  their  re- 
cliners,  too,  are  rose  colored.  Both 
Cline  and  Smith  love  interior  decorat- 
ing, crossstitching  and  reading. 
Danielle  Steel  is  Cline's  favorite 


author  while  Smith  prefers  Dean 
Koontz.  They  love  to  spend  evenings 
having  a cry  fest  over  movies  like 
"Philadelphia"  and  "The  Crying 
Game." 

Along  with  crying,  they  can  laugh 
at  themselves  and  their  unique  plight. 
Nicole  recalls  how  an  insurance  com- 
pany originally  questioned  whether 
to  provide  coverage  to  her  depen- 
dents, initially  requesting  that  she 
sign  a statement  stating  that  she  was 
male.  She  refused  to  sign.  "Their  con- 
cern was  unduly  biased.  Why  would 
an  insurance  company,  whose  con- 
cern should  be  my  dental  and  or- 
thodontic health,  be  so  concerned 
about  my  reproductive  parts?  I wrote 
them  a letter  saying  that  if  any  dentist 
tried  to  work  on  my  sexual  organs,  I'd 
violently  protest." 

During  a lighthearted  moment, 
Marlene  kids  her  partner.  "Come  on, 
Nicole.  You've  got  to  miss  the  ability 
to  stand  up  and  pee." 

After  mulling  this  thought  over, 
Cline  responded,  "I  really  can't  say 
that  I do  because  I so  seldom  did  that. 
Even  before,  my  natural  inclination 
was  to  go  in  and  sit  down." 

▼ 
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I AM  STANDING  IN  THE  COLD 
bright  sunlight.  Winter  wind  is  blow- 
ing through  the  spaces  between  my 
cells.  I've  been  dissolving  over  the 
last  four  weeks.  Soon  my  cells  will 
start  to  dematerialize  also  and  there 
will  be  spaces  between  the  molecules 
which  used  to  be  me,  or  the  thing  that 
I used  to  believe  was  a “me."  It's  no 
wonder  I am  dissolving.  I'm  not  me. 

I stare  at  the  high  cold  winter 
clouds  and  I wonder  at  how  sadly 
tranquil  I am  today — none  of  the 
crashing  twisted-up  hurt  of  a full- 
blown manic  episode,  with  physical 
pain  so  great  that  suicide  is  just  a mat- 
ter of  simple  logic,  the  only  way  to 
stop  it  all.  It  seems  curious  that  no 
one  has  ever  made  this  point  before, 
but  then,  of  course,  it  dawns  on  me 
that  all  of  the  previous  possessors  of 
this  knowledge  may  be  dead.  Ah. 

I stare  at  the  deep  blue  cold  sky. 
The  eeriness  of  the  cold  wind  passing 
through  me  is  so  strange  and  beauti- 
ful and  sad.  It  was  comforting  having 
some  solidity,  but  now  I can  no  longer 
keep  up  the  attempt,  the  ruse,  the  lie. 
The  problem  is  that  there  is  just  noth- 
ing at  all  to  replace  it  with. 

If  I am  not  a woman,  a girl,  then 
what  am  I?  I am  not  a boy,  though  sig- 
nificant efforts  were  made  at  one  time 
to  convince  me  that  I was.  But  I have 
proven  that  just  doesn't  work  for  me 
or  anyone  else.  I look,  smell,  sound 
and  am  told  I act  like  a female,  but  I 
am  not  a girl  and  certainly  not  a 
woman,  even  at  age  32. 

So  I'm  wandering  around,  filled 
with  the  terrible  sad  hurt  of  the  noth- 
ingness I am  becoming.  I have  quit 
school,  unable  to  concentrate  on  sym- 


bolic mathematics  and  epidemiology, 
unable  to  concentrate  on  anything,  re- 
ally, except  how  I am  hurting,  the  pe- 
culiar quality  of  pain,  and  also  why  I 
am  hurting  in  this  way.  I've  replaced 
the  time  I spent  studying  with  crying 
episodes,  hours  or  even  days  long.  I 
am  crying  because  I know  this  unfeel- 
ing wound  between  my  legs  is  not  a 
"vagina,"  because  I don't  have  real 
genitals,  so  how  can  I be  a woman, 
because  I want  to  let  someone  touch 
me  without  flinching,  because  I want 
someone  to  care  about  me  so  badly 
that  my  stomach  hurts  and  my  skin 
bums.  I wish  I could  go  back  and  be 
safe,  not  have  to  face  the  coming  dis- 
solution, but  I smile  at  this  futility.  I 
can  never  go  back  to  a dream  that 
never  worked,  never  could  work  and 
never  will  work.  If  I want  anything,  if 
I am  to  have  anything  at  all,  no  mat- 
ter how  small,  I have  to  go  forward. 
The  problem  is  that  there  is  simply 
nothing  for  me  to  go  forward  into  so  I 
am  going  forward  and  simply  dis- 
solving in  the  process  of  losing  the 
old  me.  Evolution  through  death. 

If  only  this  hurting  would  stop! 
But  it  won't.  There  is  simply  no  way 
now  for  me  to  ignore  the  fact  that  I 
have  no  clitoris,  no  labia,  no  feeling.  I 
have  a hole  punched  in  me,  now  18 
years  old.  I have  never  had  sex,  never 
been  able  to  become  involved  with 
anyone,  though  many  have  expressed 
an  interest  in  getting  closer  to  me.  I 
couldn't,  because  that  would  mean 
I would  have  to  expose  my- 
self to  the  truth,  to 
them.  I am  a 

V. 


hermaphrodite. 

A hermaphrodite  is  someone  who  has 
stood  naked  in  front  of  a tile  wall 
with  a tape  measure  at  her  back  and 
allowed  her  picture  to  be  taken,  her 
eyes  blanked  over  with  a black  rect- 
angle. I am  too  ashamed  to  admit  this 
to  any  person.  The  words  and  the 
memories  send  me  running  to  the 
bathroom  sometimes  now  that  I real- 
ize nothing  has  changed.  I am  still  the 
person  I was  before  I had  surgery  to 
make  me  into  a "girl  like  other  girls." 
I've  tried  this  model  of  what  I am;  it  is 
incorrect.  Much  as  I would  like  it  to 
be  correct,  it  is  not. 

I am  walking  up  the  hill  from 
28th  Street  to  29th  Street.  The  sky  is 
dark,  dark  blue.  The  winter  clouds 
are  high  and  sharp.  I am  chosen  and 
out  I am  spread,  my  being  in  the  cold, 
cold,  snow,  under  the  cold,  cold  sky. 
Who  will  know  that  I am  put  back  to- 
gether wrong? 

I stand  there  staring  at 
the  sky,  glad  to  find  the 
poem,  something 
good  at  least 
amongst  all 
this.  I may 
be  dissolv- 
ing, but 
at  least 

I am  ^ 
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being  creative  to  the  end.  It  is  just  a 
shame  that  nothing  matters  anymore. 

In  the  recent  past  everything  mat- 
tered to  me.  I worked  very  hard  to 
make  only  the  very  best  grades  at  col- 
lege. When  I was  a musician  I played 
every  gig  like  it  was  my  last  night  on 
earth.  I rescued  cats  from  the  heartless 
neighborhood  streets  and  raised  them 
with  enough  love  to  make  them  for- 
get. I imagine  now  that  I need  some- 
one to  love  me  enough  so  that  I can 
forget  heartlessness,  too.  I know  I will 
never  find  such  a person,  for  many 
reasons.  I know  there  is  no  one  who 
will  love  a hermaphrodite.  It  is  a les- 
son I have  learned  very  well.  I've  been 
instructed  by  doctors  and  experts 
never  to  tell  anyone.  This  is  confus- 
ing, because  anyone  who  looks  at  my 
genitals  or  tries  to  have  sex  with  me 
will  know.  I know  too,  what  will  hap- 
pen when  they  find  out.  They  will 
hurt  me. 

Winter  twilight  is  slowly  greying 
the  world  as  I begin  to  walk  home.  I 
know  how  I will  spend  the  evening.  I 
will  try  and  eat  something.  I will  try 
and  concentrate  on  a book.  I will  try 
and  concentrate  on  reading  USENET 
net-news.  Then  I will  try  and  watch  a 
TV  show.  Then  I will  coax  as  many  of 
my  cats  into  bed  as  I can  and  try  and 
sleep.  I won't  sleep,  though.  I will  lay 
in  the  dark  and  wonder  some  more 
about  what  is  happening  to  me.  I will 
wonder  what  happened  to  me  before, 
and  why,  to  make  all  this  happen  the 
way  it  is  happening  now.  I have  no 
answers,  but  I do  have  tears. 
Sometimes  I cry  for  hours  and  stop 
only  because  I need  to  prove  to  myself 
that  I can  stop. 

Tonight  is  no  different,  except  that 
when  I try  to  stop  crying,  I simply 
can't.  I feel  myself  fragmenting,  as 
though  I am  falling  endlessly,  falling 
into  disjointed  pieces  as  I descend  in- 
to some  frightening  nothingness.  I 
find  myself  beating  my  head  against 
my  pillow,  my  fists  upon  the  bed, 
screaming  and  completely  out  of  con- 
trol. I am  somewhere  deep  inside 
some  part  of  me,  deep  inside  some 


terrible  place  that  has  stayed  silent 
and  dark  for  almost  two  decades.  I am 
so  completely  out  of  control  that  I lose 
all  sense  of  self,  where  and  who  and 
what  I am  all  become  insignificant  in 
the  face  of  all  this  distilled  anguish 
gushing  out  of  me  like  some  tsunami 
of  the  spirit.  In  some  strange  crys- 
talline part  of  me,  there  is  an  under- 
standing that  I either  go  with  this  or  I 
get  up,  pull  myself  together,  and  go 
looking  for  a sharp  razor  blade. 

Though  I've  slowed  a bit,  I still 
can't  stop  crying.  Suddenly  I have  the 
powerful  desire  to  call  my  mother 
and  ask  her  the  questions  that  have 
remained  unspoken,  hidden  and  un- 
acknowledged my  entire  life.  There  is 
really  just  nothing  left  to  preserve  in- 
side of  me — no  semblance  of  the  ordi- 
nary existence  I always  dreamed  of, 
the  ordinary  life  I dreamed  myself  in- 
to believing  I was  living.  I grab  the 
phone  convulsively  in  the  half  light  of 
my  bedroom  and  call  my  mother's 
number.  I can't  live  another  minute 
like  this  without  doing  something  to 
try  and  make  some  sense  out  of  this 
train  wreck  my  life  has  become.  I can 
hear  the  rending  of  metal  and  the 
scream  of  steel  against  steel  now  as 
the  phone  is  ringing.  The  end  is  near. 

"Hello,"  my  mother  answers.  My 
voice  is  shaky — I am  barely  hanging 
on  and  not  able  to  hide  it  from  her.  Is 
this  phone  call  some  last  chance  for 
me?  "Hi,  Mama,  can  I talk  to  you?  I — 
I need  to  talk  to  someone.  I need  to 
ask  you  something." 

"What,  Deanna?  What  is  it?  Tell 
me."  Her  voice  is  worried.  I feel  her 
concern. 

"I  need  to  know  what  happened 
to  me  after  I was  born.  I want  to  know 
what  they  told  you.  Why  did  I live  in 
Finland  until  I was  two,  and  I want  to 
know  who  my  father  really  was.  Why 
did  he  leave?"  I am  shaking  and  so 
tense  I am  almost  yelling. 

There  is  a long  pause  before  she 
will  answer  me.  "I — I really  don't 
know,  Deanna."  Then,  "What  was  I 
supposed  to  do?" 

There  it  is.  Her  question  makes 


me  angry,  the  defensiveness  over  my 
wanting  to  know  about  my  own  life, 
what  may  have  been  done  to  me  be- 
fore I have  any  memory.  All  my  life  I 
have  tried  to  avoid  this,  mostly  from 
embarrassment  and  a desire  to  deflect 
hurt,  but  also  deep  inside  I actually 
believe  it  really  is  my  failing  that  I am 
a hermaphrodite.  I hate  that  word  so 
much!  I have  never  wanted  to  have 
this  conversation  because  it  places  my 
being  out  in  the  glaring  light,  a 
weapon  for  all  to  use.  As  there  doesn't 
seem  to  be  much  left  of  "me,"  though, 
I guess  it  just  does  not  seem  to  matter 
much  anymore. 

"I  just  want  to  know  what  hap- 
pened. Can't  you  understand  that?  Is 
that  so  much  to  want  to  hear  from 
you?"  I am  crying  again,  way  too  out 
of  control  to  maintain  a rational  tone. 
"Why  did  my  real  father  leave  us? 
Was  it  because  of  me?" 

"No!"  She  answers  quickly.  "I've 
told  you  that  before!" 

"But  you've  never  told  me  any- 
thing . . . nothing  at  all  about  what 
happened  to  me  after  I was  bom. 
What  were  you  told?  Why  was  I 
raised  as  a boy?  Everyone  in  this  fam- 
ily just  treats  me  like  I'm  supposed  to 
forget  all  this  stuff  and  act  like  it  nev- 
er happened,  but  it  did  happen,  and  I 
can't  forget  that  it  happened!  Why? 
Can't  anyone  tell  me  what  fucking 
happened  to  me?  I can't  go  on  living 
like  this,  not  knowing  and  pretending 
everything  is  ok.  Can't  you  under- 
stand that?"  I can't  go  on  talking  this 
way  to  her,  and  all  I can  do  is  sob  into 
the  phone.  I feel  sick  to  my  stomach 
from  having  uttered  these  words  to 
her — the  words  that  are  bound  only 
to  cause  me  more  pain  and  humilia- 
tion. 

"Deanna  . . . Deanna,  try  and  calm 
down  some."  I am  sitting  on  the  floor, 
sobbing  with  the  handset  beside  me.  I 
can  hear  her  anyway,  asking  me  to 
come  back  to  the  phone.  I don't  know 
why  I tried  this.  Probably  the  only  an- 
swer is  that  I just  had  to  try  some- 
thing, anything.  I pick  up  the  phone 
again.  "I  just  thought  you  might  re- 
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member  something."  It's  about  all  I 
can  say  right  now. 

There  is  another  long  pause.  At 
least  she  isn't  yelling  at  me  for  being 
too  emotional,  the  usual  scenario 
throughout  the  course  of  my  life 
when  I have  been  unable  to  keep  my 
feelings  under  wraps.  "I  don't  re- 
member much.  You  know  I had  elec- 
troshock when  you  were  ten."  Yes,  I 
do  remember  that  year  very  well.  It 
was  the  year  my  mother's  father  died 
and  she  cracked  up,  spending 
Christmas  in  a mental  hospital.  I re- 
member she  was  mad  at  me  for  not 
coming  to  visit  her  one  day,  but  I was- 
n't able  to  tell  her  it  was  because  I was 
just  too  sad  to  see  her  there. 

"They  told  me  you  were  a boy. 
They  told  me  to  raise  you  as  a boy  and 
that  you  would  grow  up  to  be  normal, 
but  you  might  have  problems  later. 
That's  all  they  said." 

That's  all  they  said. 

Quietly,  I say  good  night  to  my 
mother,  who  tells  me  to  try  and  rest.  I 
tell  her  I will  try  and  rest.  I can't  rest, 
though,  and  instead  I sit  up  in  my  bed 
all  night,  my  mind  desperately  run- 
ning up  one  road  to  understanding, 
only  to  find  one  dark  scene  after  an- 
other. I am  a genetic  female  who  was 
exposed  to  some  androgenizing  sub- 
stance called  progestin  in  utero  and 
arbitrarily  raised  as  a boy  until  femi- 
nizing puberty  made  that  course  no 
longer  possible.  I have  often  lain  in 
bed  at  night,  thinking  to  myself  that  I 
was  just  not  the  kind  of  person  who 
was  able  to  have  sex  or  try  and  have  a 
relationship.  I thought  that  the  doc- 
tors who  performed  vaginoplasty  on 
me  when  I was  14  years  old  tried  to 
do  their  best.  Then  why  is  all  this  so 
painful  to  think  about,  talk  about,  re- 
member? Why  do  I feel  so  ambivalent 
and  confused  when  I try  and  think 
logically  and  coherently  about  the 
years  as  a teenager  when  I was  a 
client  at  the  Psychohormonal 
Research  Unit  at  Johns  Hopkins 
Hospital?  When  I try  and  actually  re- 
member scenes  of  some  of  the  many 
things  which  I know  transpired  there. 


my  mind  seems  to  enter  some  in- 
scrutable Chinese  puzzle  box. 

As  morning  nears,  I hear  the 
rattle  of  ice  on  my  windows  and  look- 
ing out  I see  it  has  started  to  snow  and 
ice.  I'm  glad  to  see  the  storm. 

Later  in  the  day  I decide  to  try 
and  read  net-news.  I have  been  using 
my  old  DEC  VT-220  terminal  for 
weeks  because  my  X Windows  work- 
station has  become  too  complicated 
for  me  to  use  any  more.  All  day  I have 
felt  oddly  calm.  I imagine,  from 
things  that  I have  read,  that  people 
who  are  about  to  commit  suicide  feel 
like  this — calm  and  quiet  in  the  face  of 
cataclysm.  I just  can't  become  interest- 
ed in  the  nerdy  USENET  newsgroups 
I've  always  haunted — 

comp.lang.c, 
comp. os. linux. announce, 
comp.lang.perl. 

Though  I began  college  with  a 
scholarship  in  biology  with  a concen- 
tration in  micro  and  epidemiology,  it 
was  something  I did  in  my  spare  time. 
My  real  interest  was  the  Internet, 
computers  and  hacking.  Today  I read 
sci.med  instead.  I am  almost  in  a kind 
of  fugue  state  writing  a post,  an  in- 
quiry about  other  people  who  may 
have  been  exposed  to  progestin. 

Subject:  effects  of  progestin 
Newsgroups:  sci.med, sci.med. obgyn 
References: 

Distribution:  world 

Hello, 

I am  looking  for  other  females 
who  know,  or  suspect,  that  they 
were  exposed  in  utero  to  the 
drug  progestin. 

— Deanna 

I hesitate  before  I post  the  article. 
I can't  believe  I am  considering  doing 
this.  The  entire  world  will  know  I am 
a hermaphrodite!  They  will  show  up 
in  my  neighborhood,  looking  for  me. 
When  they  find  me  I will  be  stripped 


naked  and  the  flesh  will  be  flayed 
from  my  bones.  Without  thinking,  I 
quickly  hit  the  post  key.  The  Internet 
is  a big  place.  There  will  surely  be 
someone  else  like  me  who  was  affect- 
ed by  progestin. 

The  doctors  told  me  people  like 
me  were  so  rare.  One  said  1 in  2 mil- 
lion; another  said  1 in  40  million.  That 
would  mean  there  just  might  be 
someone  else  between  here  and  New 
York.  I will  find  them. 

For  the  next  several  days  I read 
the  newsgroup  often,  but  there  is  no 
reply  from  anyone  at  all  on  sci.med.  I 
look  at  other  discussion  groups.  It 
amazes  me  that  people  openly  talk 
about  sex,  sexual  preferences,  even 
sexual  techniques  and  other  personal 
things.  For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I 
am  curious  about  these  things.  I don't 
know  why.  I always  told  myself  sex 
would  never,  could  never,  be  a part  of 
my  life.  I have  never  felt  anything  I 
could  classify  as  sexuality,  though  I 
have  often  felt  lonely  and  alone  and 
wanting  to  be  touched.  I am  not  sure 
if  that  is  what  people  mean  when  they 
talk  about  sexuality.  I have  been 
aware  that  people  have  been  attracted 
to  me,  but  I don't  know  what  it  means 
to  be  attracted  to  another  person.  I 
have  always  hated  it  when  I had  to 
deal  with  someone  becoming  interest- 
ed in  me.  I have  always  supposed 
they  see  something  in  me  which  does 
not  exist.  How  can  someone  be  sexu- 
ally attracted  to  a person  who  has  no 
sexuality?  I have  never  been  able  to 
verbalize  this  to  anyone,  partly  be- 
cause I have  never  been  able  to  even 
think  these  thoughts  to  myself  before 
now.  Now  I wonder  to  myself  if  I 
could  say  these  things  to  someone 
else.  Does  anyone  exist  who  would  be 
willing  to  listen?  I think  about  some 
of  the  people  who  showed  some  car- 
ing to  me,  seemed  to  like  me,  when  I 
was  in  my  teens  and  twenties  after 
having  left  home  one  night. 

I worked  for  the  circus  for  a sea- 
son when  I was  17.  I became  friends 
with  an  ex-performer,  Jackie  Jamison, 
who  had  been  a circus  kid  since  she 
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was  a teenager  and  was  once  a show- 
girl. Jackie  was  married  to  the  manag- 
er of  the  show  and  knew  all  the  per- 
formers and  owners,  and  also  all  of 
their  secrets.  Between  shows  we  hung 
out  together,  exploring  the  towns  and 
cities  we  played,  sometimes  drinking 
together  and  enjoying  the  mystique  of 
being  circus  girls  on  the  road — 
though  the  reality  was  actually  quite 
tawdry  compared  to  the  romantic  im- 
age. 

T 

After  the  Sunday  evening  show  in 
Albuquerque,  Jackie  tells  me  that 
Chuck  (a  lion  tamer)  has  lent  her  his 
private  train  car  for  the  long  trip 
across  the  southwest  to  San  Diego. 
She  invites  me  to  share  in  this  incred- 
ible luxury,  and  I say  yes  with  no  hes- 
itation. The  alternative  is  my  bunk  in 
what  is  called  the  Girl's  Car,  a com- 
munal sleeping  car  shared  with  be- 
tween ten  and  fifteen  other  females, 
also  known  as  The  Cesspool.  We  have 
until  midnight  before  pull-out,  so  we 
go  out  and  buy  food  and  wine  for  the 
two-day  trip,  laughing  and  excited 
over  our  good  fortune  and  the  natural 
thrill  that  comes  from  pulling  out  and 
traveling  to  a new  city  on  the  circus 
train.  As  we  walk  back  to  the  train 
siding  where  Chuck's  rail  car  is 
parked,  we  run  into  other  people  who 
are  "on  the  show,"  including  Jackie's 
friend  Stephanie,  a flyer  from  Britain 
who  is  with  Ringling  for  a season.  We 
invite  her  to  stay  with  us  also,  but  she 
has  a ride  by  motorhome  to  the  West 
Coast  already  arranged.  She  won't  be 
leaving  until  morning,  however,  so 
she  agrees  to  come  back  and  visit  with 
us  for  a while  until  pull-out. 

Back  in  the  rail  car  we  play  cas- 
sette tapes  of  60's  soul,  drink  wine 
and  talk.  Jackie  and  Stephanie  are  old 
friends  and  do  most  of  the  talking, 
which  is  fine  with  me.  Stephanie  com- 
plains about  her  current  girlfriend, 
while  Jackie  says  she  has  the  cure 
for  that  problem  and  chides  her  for 
doing  her  act  without  a safety  strap.  I 


drink  more  wine  and  envy  Stephanie 
for  her  fearlessness  and  her  time  in 
the  spotlight.  Stephanie  doesn't  act 
the  big  shot  like  so  many  performers, 
and  she  always  includes  me  in  her 
conversation  with  Jackie.  After  a few 
hours  of  laughter  and  increasingly 
bawdy  carrying  on,  Stephanie  kisses 
us  each  goodbye  and  wishes  us  well 
until  we  meet  up  again  in  San  Diego. 
Jackie  and  I sit  on  the  small  couch 
next  to  the  giant  train  window,  talk- 
ing and  playing  music  and  watching 
the  changing  scenario  out  the  win- 
dow while  switcher  engines  begin 
bumping  us  about  in  the  process  of 
hooking  up  all  the  scattered  segments 
of  the  train.  Our  car  is  shuffled 
around  a bit  until  it  is  maneuvered  in- 
to its  final  position  in  the  almost  two- 
mile  string  of  cars  that  is  called  the 
Blue  Unit. 

It  is  almost  midnight  now  and  we 
hear  the  brake  crew  yelling  for  every- 
one to  get  on  board  or  get  left  behind. 
Then  the  train  lurches  gently  forward 
and  begins  to  pick  up  speed.  Jackie 
and  I smile  at  each  other  in  acknowl- 
edgment of  this  familiar  magical  mo- 
ment and  turn  out  the  lights  so  we  can 
watch  the  city  scenery  as  the  train 
heads  out  into  the  cool  southwestern 
desert.  Jackie  plays  her  favorite  cas- 
sette tape,  which  consists  of  Patsy 
Cline  singing  "I  Fall  To  Pieces"  seven- 
teen consecutive  times.  After  a while, 
Albuquerque  is  left  behind.  Jackie 
grabs  my  hand  suddenly  and  says, 
"Let's  go  out  on  the  platform  in  the 
moonlight!"  Laughing,  I follow,  and 
we  stand  close  together.  I stare  at  the 
moon  and  then  at  her  smiling  face. 
Her  short  red  hair  and  freckles  deny 
that  she  is  14  years  older  than  me. 

"This  is  it!"  she  yells  over  the 
wind  and  train  noise.  "Who  wouldn't 
want  this  kind  of  adventure?"  She  is 
beaming,  flush  with  the  intoxication 
of  wine  and  train  and  desert  and 
moonlight.  I am  laughing,  too,  from 
the  wind  blowing  my  hair  and  the 
rocking  of  the  train.  I can  see  faraway 
mesas  looming  darkly  in  the  desert 
night.  The  train  rounds  a curve  and 


Jackie  grabs  my  arm  and  points, 
yelling,  "Deanna,  look!"  Far,  far  away 
toward  the  beginning  of  the  Blue 
Unit,  I can  see  the  headlight  of  the  en- 
gine stabbing  into  the  darkness.  As  I 
turn  back  to  Jackie,  she  puts  her  arms 
around  my  waist  and  places  her  fore- 
head right  against  mine.  "Deanna, 
would  you  like  to  sleep  with  me 
tonight?"  Her  eyes  are  wide  open  and 
brightly  alive  and  she  is  looking  at  me 
so  intently,  so  lovingly  and  so  serious- 
ly. And  I am  caught  now  in  the  gaze  of 
her  desire  because  I imagined  myself 
to  be  a human  for  too  long  and  in  my 
confused  silence  I am  wishing  this 
train  would  smash  head-on  into  one 
of  those  giant  mesas  gliding  by. 

Maybe  she  thinks  she  has  made  a 
mistake  and  I am  not  a lesbian.  Or 
maybe  she  thinks  I am  not  attracted  to 
her.  Maybe  she  thinks  I am  carrying  a 
torch  for  someone  back  home.  Maybe 
she  thinks  I don't  sleep  with  bisexual 
or  married  women.  I don't  know.  But 
I know  she  does  not  think  she  has  just 
put  the  make  on  a hermaphrodite 
who  is  so  traumatized  and  afraid  that 
she  would  sooner  jump  off  this  mov- 
ing train  onto  the  streaking  red  desert 
earth  than  utter  one  word  of  truth 
about  why  she  cannot  spend  the  night 
with  someone  who  finds  her  attrac- 
tive. 

Nowadays  I think  about  Jackie 
and  wonder  why  she  wanted  me  to 
spend  the  night  with  her.  I wonder 
what  would  have  happened  if  I had 
said  yes,  if  I had  been  able  to  say  yes. 
Twelve  years  ago  it  was  completely 
unthinkable  to  me  that  I could  tell  an- 
other human  anything  about  the  dark 
catastrophe  of  my  life,  and  now  it  is 
only  just  barely  thinkable.  Now  I wish 
there  was  some  way  I could  have 
stayed  with  her  like  another  human 
being  might  have  stayed  with  another 
human  being — just  being  close  to- 
gether in  that  railway  car  for  a night 
as  we  rolled  through  the  South- 
western moonlight. 

The  details  of  my  existence  are 
like  some  plague,  some  disease  which 
has  infected  my  life  and  those  who 
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come  close  to  me— leaving  a trail  of 
confusion  and  wonder  and  hurt.  If 
only  I could  find  someone  else  who 
had  been  at  Hopkins  to  talk  to.  If  only 
1 could  find  just  one  other  person  like 
myself.  Sometimes  when  I have  been 
hurting  very  badly  I have  gotten  this 
feeling  of  being  alone  that  is  so  deep 
and  all  encompassing  that  it  cannot 
even  be  described  as  loneliness.  It 
feels  like  the  universe  has  stopped 
and  all  life  has  ceased.  All  molecular 
motion  has  come  to  rest  and  the  only 
particle  of  existence  left  is  myself  and 
my  sole,  lonely  voice. 

I tried  contacting  Hopkins  again 
and  asking  them  if  there  were  any 
support  groups.  1 should  have  known 
better,  as  I had  needed  help  ten  years 
before  but  been  told  no,  as  I had  no  in- 
surance. How  ironic.  Now  I listen  to 
them  as  they  tell  me  all  I must  do  to 
"re-enlist"  and  re-acquire  my  status 
as  a resident  lab  rat — all  the  questions 
I will  answer  and  all  the  tests  they 
must  initiate,  none  of  which  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  problem  I am 
currently  experiencing.  Of  course,  not 
one  word  about  my  question:  where 
can  I find  other  hermaphrodites?  I am 
sick  and  angry  at  myself  for  being 
stupid  and  naive  yet  again,  and  in  a 
dull  red  mindless  rage  I scream  and 
smash  jars  of  screws  and  nails  against 
the  basement  wall  of  my  house. 

I try  going  to  the  student  counsel- 
ing center  at  my  former  school.  I am 
so  driven  that  I am  hardly  afraid  as  I 
explain  what  I am  and  ask  the  coun- 
selor if  he  knows  of  any  resources  for 
people  like  me.  He  says  that  surely 
Hopkins  would  be  able  to  help;  after 
all,  that's  where  the  leading  authori- 
ties on  intersexuality  practice.  I don't 
try  and  explain  to  him  that  I have 
tried  that  and  I don't  want  what  they 
have  to  offer  me  there. 

I am  not  a hermaphrodite.  A 
hermaphrodite  is  someone  who  is  put 
up  in  front  of  a tile  wall  with  no 
clothes  on.  She  has  her  picture  taken 
and  then  her  eyes  are  blanked  out. 
Flashed  upon  that  wall  are  the  shad- 
ows of  hermaphrodite  children  who 


died  while  those  pictures  were  being 
taken,  disintegrated  not  by  an  atomic 
blast,  but  by  shame  and  humiliation 
and  the  knowledge  carved  into  their 
bodies  that  they  are  deemed  less  than 
human.  I am  not  a hermaphrodite.  1 
am  an  intersexed  person.  Right  now  I 
am  the  only  intersexed  person  on  the 
face  of  the  planet  that  I know  of,  but  I 
am  sure  there  must  be  at  least  one  oth- 
er person  who  feels  like  I do.  I will 
find  them. 

My  inquiry  about  progestin  on 
the  net  gets  no  response  from  anyone 
at  all.  Then  I am  surprised  to  see  a dis- 
cussion on  sci.med  about  a twin, 
known  as  "John/Joan,"  who  had  his 
penis  badly  damaged  as  an  infant  and 
had  been  sex-changed  at  Hopkins  and 
raised  as  a girl.  Some  people  were 
writing  that  this  was  unbelievable, 
that  no  reputable  doctor  would  try 
such  an  experiment.  Others  were  as- 
serting it  was  true  and  that  the  boy 
has  successfully  acquired  a female 
gender  and  sex  identity,  as  had  been 
reported  by  Dr.  John  Money.  I decide 
to  post  an  answer  to  the  newsgroup 
and  tell  what  I know. 

Subject:  Re:  sex  changed  infant 
Newsgroups:  sci.med 
References: 

Distribution:  world 

» This  is  monstrous!  Is  this  some 
» urban  myth?  It  is  like  some 
» Nazi  war  experiment.  Wouldn’t 
» these  doctors  have  some 
» realization  that  the  infant  was 
» still  a boy  even  if  he  had  had 
» his  penis  cauterized  away? 

> But  why  should  he  be  raised 

> as  a boy  when  he  will  not  be 

> able  to  function  as  a male? 

> Since  he  was  only  a few 

> months  old  when  the  accident 

> occurred  he  had  the  opportunity 

> to  have  surgery  and  lead  a 

> normal  life  as  a female  because 

> research  indicates  that  children 

> do  not  acquire  gender  until  after 

> the  age  of  18  months. 


Actually,  this  is  not  an  urban  myth. 

I was  a client  at  the  Psychohormonal 
Research  Unit  where  this  experiment 
occurred  and  though  I did  not  meet 
this  boy,  I also  have  heard  that  he 
is  now  living  as  a man. 

If  there  are  any  other  intersexed 
people  reading  this  newsgroup, 
feel  free  to  write  to  me. 

— Deanna 

Only  one  person  replies  to  my 
post,  a gay  neuroendocrinologist  who 
thanks  me  for  the  information  and 
tells  me  I might  have  better  luck  find- 
ing intersexed  people  if  I read  a news- 
group  called  alt.transgendered.  I am 
not  sure  what  transgendered  means 
exactly,  though  1 have  heard  of  trans- 
sexuality. I try  writing  there,  but  I am 
confused  by  the  results.  Some  people 
write  to  me  quickly  and  they  tell  me 
they  are  hermaphrodites  too,  they 
have  a penis  and  a vagina  like  me  and 
perhaps  we  could  get  together  so  we 
could  fuck.  At  first  this  upsets  me  un- 
til I realize  they  are  not  intersexed 
people  at  all.  Someone  writes  to  me 
and  suggests  that  the  transsexual 
mailing  list  would  be  a good  place  to 
write,  so  I subscribe  there.  I have  this 
idea  that  transsexuals  are  sort  of  like 
intersexed  people,  though  I am  not 
sure.  I know  that  some  of  them  have 
had  genital  surgery,  so  I reason  that 
perhaps  we  share  something  in  com- 
mon. 1 wonder  if  they  are  able  to  feel 
their  bodies,  or  have  relationships  or 
orgasms.  They  seem  not  to  be  con- 
cerned about  these  things  though. 
They  are  concerned  with  their  appear- 
ance, with  their  gender,  with  the 
seemingly  titanic  job  of  changing  how 
the  world  sees  them,  passing,  and  the 
difficult  job  of  obtaining  surgery. 
Some  of  them  are  curious  about  my 
experiences,  but  I am  unable  to  learn 
anything  valuable  from  them.  All  of 
the  ones  who  had  surgery  say  they  are 
happy  with  the  appearance  and  also 
imply  they  can  have  sex  and  are  or- 
gasmic. Some  are  not  so  nice,  telling 
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me  I am  simply  lucky  to  be  a GG  (ge- 
netic girl)  and  to  have  had  "surgery 
for  free"  when  I was  so  young. 
Disappointed,  I unsubscribe  from  the 
mailing  list  and  try  to  think  of  some 
other  ways  to  find  other  intersexed 
people  like  myself. 

Most  humans  have  sex.  I wish  I 
could  have  sex.  Actually,  I really  wish 
someone  would  hold  me  and  touch 
the  skin  on  my  arms  and  breasts  and 
say  they  love  me  and  that  I am  some 
special  person  to  them.  But  I am  sure 
this  won't  happen  unless  I am  a sexu- 
al person.  I have  no  hope  of  becoming 
sexual.  I know  that  cannot  happen  be- 
cause the  wound  between  my  legs 
feels  nothing— knows  nothing. 

When  I left  Hopkins,  they  told  me 
I would  be  a normal  girl  except  I 
would  have  to  use  a lot  of  K-Y  jelly 
when  I had  sex.  I also  had  to  use  a 
plastic  dilator  to  keep  open  the  hole 
they  made  in  me  when  I was  14.  I 
tried  using  it  for  a few  weeks,  but  it 
hurt  too  much,  so  I gave  up.  Now  I 
am  thinking  about  that  and  wonder- 
ing if  I should  have  kept  up  the  dilat- 
ing. I probably  won't  be  able  to  have 
sex  now.  I still  have  that  plastic  dila- 
tor. I go  to  the  drug  store  and  buy 
some  K-Y  jelly  and  that  evening  I lie 
in  my  bed  and  smear  some  of  the  jelly 
on  the  plastic  dilator  and  pull  down 
my  flannel  PJs  as  I lie  in  bed  and 
spread  my  legs.  I feel  with  my  fingers 
where  the  hole  should  be  and  then 
push  in  the  dilator.  It  goes  in  an  inch, 
maybe  an  inch  and  a half.  It  hurts  like 
hell.  I lie  there  for  a few  moments,  try- 
ing to  give  it  a try  and  then  give  up — 
it  hurts  too  much.  The  friction  hurts 
as  I pull  it  out  of  myself,  angry  and 
frustrated. 

I don't  know  why  I've  tried  this 
stupidity — why  should  I hurt  myself 
like  this?  It  didn't  work  when  I was 
14,  and  it  doesn't  work  now.  As  I lie 
there  crying,  I touch  my  right  breast 
softly.  I touch  the  place  where  I 
should  have  a clitoris.  There  is  noth- 
ing there.  I press  against  the  place 
where  I am  supposed  to  have  a cli- 
toris, and  it  hurts.  I don't  know  what 


to  do.  I am  causing  myself  only  pain. 

I touch  myself  gently,  all  over.  I 
spread  my  legs  and  try  to  feel,  and 
then  I feel  only  pain.  Then  I feel  and  I 
don't  know  what  I feel  because  I am 
in  a world  now  where  hurting  and 
pleasure  are  just  the  same.  Just  to  feel 
something  means  I am  still  alive.  I sit 
up  in  the  dark  and  turn  on  the  small 
pink  light  beside  my  bed.  I hug  my 
pillow  and  stare  in  the  mirror  across 
the  room  and  wonder  how  things  can 
look  so  peaceful  when  it  feels  like  a 
team  of  madmen  has  invaded  my 
house  and  carefully,  meticulously, 
ripped  my  body  and  life  into  some 
blood-spattered  horror.  I see  my  art- 
work and  photos  of  my  cats  on  the 
walls,  but  my  body  shivers  with  the 
imprinted  memory  of  stainless  steel 
and  the  faceless  death  that  comes 
from  being  displayed  like  some  rare 
whore. 

For  weeks,  I carefully  and  slowly 
try  to  learn  to  feel  something  good 
when  I touch  my  body.  Sometimes  I 
drift  away  at  night,  trying  to  learn  to 
imagine  what  it  would  be  like  to  have 
someone  touch  me,  be  attentive  to  my 
body,  care  about  some  part  of  my 
body,  care  about  some  part  of  me. 

I have  always  been  told  that  I will 
have  sex  with  men.  I will  care  about 
men  and  they  will  care  about  me.  If  I 
imagine  sex,  I also  become  confused 
because  I am  afraid  of  men.  If  a man 
cannot  put  his  penis  inside  me,  then 
what  am  I?  I find  a book  called  Stone 
Butch  Blues  by  Leslie  Feinberg  and  I 
learn  that  perhaps  another  kind  of 
person  could  love  me.  I imagine 
someone  holding  me  and  touching 
me,  someone  who  cares  about  me, 
someone  who  is  not  a man.  This  per- 
son I imagine  loving  me  is  a woman.  I 
imagine  that  she  loves  me  and  under- 
stands me,  understands  my  life.  She 
will  not  hurt  me.  I find  a place  inside 
me  which  doesn't  hurt  to  touch,  and  I 
imagine  it  is  her  who  wants  to  touch 
me  there  and  make  me  feel  loved  and 
happy.  I am  a lesbian  who  is  loved  by 
another  woman.  I imagine  I am  loved, 
and  I feel  loved  as  I spread  my  legs  in 


anticipation  of  this  imaginary  lover.  I 
can  feel  a certain  pleasure  if  I touch 
between  my  urethral  opening  and  the 
hole  they  made  in  me,  my  "vagina."  I 
open  up  myself  to  this  imaginary 
lover.  I let  her  care  about  me  and  with 
her  attentive  touch,  our  shared  touch, 
I imagine  she  loves  me.  I point  my 
toes  and  turn  my  head  to  the  side.  My 
genito-urinary  tract  convulses  slightly 
as  this  wave  breaks  inside  me,  and  for 
a few  moments  I am  so  still  inside.  It 
hurts  so  much  to  feel,  but  the  pain  is 
now  the  gift. 

I am  sitting  on  the  edge  of  my  bed 
in  the  dark  brown  heat  of  my  bed- 
room winter  darkness.  The  radiators 
are  turned  too  high.  From  the  open 
cooling  window,  the  cold  early  spring 
air  touches  my  skin.  There  is  no  one  to 
tell,  and  the  tears  feel  like  burning 
steel  rolling  from  my  eyes.  I want 
someone  to  know. 

▼ 

I have  not  received  any  positive 
results  from  talking  about  my  inter- 
sexuality on  the  Internet.  As  though 
expressing  some  strange  sense  of  bio- 
logical tribalism,  I tell  people  about 
intersexuality.  I tell  them  "we"  do  not 
like  to  be  called  "hermaphrodites," 
"we"  are  intersexed.  I explain  "we" 
do  not  have  a penis  and  a vagina,  that 
"we"  are  probably  lucky  if  we  have 
any  genitals  to  speak  of. 

I've  found  people  who  admire 
me,  would  like  to  be  me,  who  want  to 
fuck  me  or  be  my  friend,  but  I have 
not  found  another  intersexed  person. 
I've  found  people  who  told  me  that 
being  a hermaphrodite  is  beautiful 
and  quoted  Ovid  to  me. 

I go  to  the  library  at  my  school 
and  look  in  the  periodical  indices  for 
anything  about  intersex,  because  it 
has  become  obvious  to  me  that  I will 
not  find  anyone  else  like  me  by  talk- 
ing on  the  Internet.  There  is  one  arti- 
cle, published  just  this  month,  in  The 
Sciences,  called  "The  Five  Sexes:  Why 
Male  and  Female  are  Not  Enough."  I 
am  very  happy  to  find  this,  someone 
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who  knows  real  intersexed  people  ex- 
ist. The  author  is  a professor  at  Brown 
University  named  Anne  Fausto- 
Sterling.  She  writes  about  intersexed 
people  in  a way  that  is  understand- 
ing, though  I can  tell  she  probably  has 
not  talked  to  anyone  who  is  really  in- 
tersexed. I want  to  write  to  her,  but  1 
am  afraid.  She  is  a researcher.  I just 
can't  believe  any  non-intersexed  per- 
son will  be  able  to  understand  what  I 
have  to  say  or  be  able  to  answer  the 
questions  I have  to  ask.  1 only  want  to 
know  the  truth,  whatever  that  is.  I 
have  nothing  to  lose  at  this  point  in 
my  life  because  what  was  once  me  is 
long  gone.  I need  only  the  truth  now, 
so  that  I can  write  it  into  my  new  life, 
my  new  world. 

A few  months  later,  someone 
writes  a letter  of  reply  to  the  editors. 
She  writes  that  she  is  an  intersexual, 
and  between  the  lines  of  her  words, 
which  I read  like  falling  rain,  I em- 
brace the  understanding  that  I am  not 


the  only  aware  intersexed  person  on 
the  face  of  this  earth.  I learn  there  is 
another  intersex  person  on  the  planet. 

We  write  and  talk  on  the  phone — 
she  too  has  recently  survived  this 
Shattering,  this  Awakening,  which  I 
describe  to  her  now  as  some  construc- 
tive breakdown.  We  write,  clinically 
describing  our  bodies  and  what  was 
done  to  us,  and  we  exchange  knowl- 
edge of  the  things  that  are  truly  im- 
portant to  us,  trying  to  quickly  an- 
swer for  each  other  some  of  the  ques- 
tions which  are  accumulated  during 
an  entire  lifetime  of  secrecy  and 
shame  and  hiding.  She  has  found 
many  answers  to  the  same  questions 
which  have  consumed  me  during  the 
last  six  months.  We  talk  on  the  phone, 
and  in  her  voice  I hear  the  voice  of 
someone  who  has  been  where  I have 
been,  seemingly  caught  in  the  same 
murderous  and  seductive  hurricane 
of  awareness  which  blew  away  my 
former  existence. 


I walk  out  on  the  porch  of  my 
house.  The  morning  is  overcast,  grey 
and  windy.  My  wind  chimes  tinkle  in 
the  breeze,  a breeze  which  no  longer 
blows  through  my  disintegrating  self, 
but  which  I now  feel  softly  on  my 
skin.  I am  not  an  hermaphrodite.  I am 
an  intersexed  person,  and  I have  a 
body,  and  I have  a life  which  belongs 
to  me.  I've  drunk  magic  quicksilver 
and  fallen  up  to  the  sky. 

▼ 


Kiira  Triea  has  worked  since 
1993  as  an  intersex  activist.  The 
Coalition  for  Intersex  Support, 
Activism  and  Education  pro- 
vides support  services  of  many 
kinds  to  intersex  people. 


Suzanne 
Anderer,  CPE 
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Texture  of  hair  and  sensitivity  of  the  area 
determine  techniques  best  suited  to  you. 


Awarded  the  Ballet 
Gold  Probe  Award  1996 

(602)  246-1966 
1202  E.  Maryland  Avenue 
Suite  ID,  Phoenix,  AZ 
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Telling  family  members  about  one's  trans- 
gender status  is  never  easy.  Here's  how 
Abby  Saypen  did  it. — Ed. 

AFTER  YEARS  OF  SEPARATION 
and  in  the  midst  of  a degenerating 
mediation  effort,  my  crossdressing 
was  raised  as  an  issue.  My  wife  in- 
tended to  use  it  to  force  me  to  capitu- 
late to  her  every  demand.  I had  spent 
all  of  my  life,  up  to  that  point,  in  fear 
of  being  discovered.  I had  told  my 
wife  of  my  crossdressing  years  before, 
because  my  anger  and  frustration  was 
destroying  my  marriage.  It  took  sev- 
eral years  for  her  to  accept  my  dress- 
ing and  by  that  time  it  was  too  late  to 
save  our  marriage.  And  so  on  to  me- 
diation, which  failed,  and  then  to  di- 
vorce, with  one  failed  attempt  at  rec- 
onciliation. 

My  children,  at  that  time  a girl  of 
seventeen  and  a boy  of  twenty-one, 
were  and  are  the  most  important 
things  in  my  life.  It  was  summertime 
and  my  daughter,  who  had  just  grad- 
uated high  school,  was  working  for 
me  part-time  before  leaving  for  col- 
lege. I decided  to  tell  her  first  because 
I thought  it  would  be  easier  for  a girl 
to  accept  it  than  for  a boy.  I had  asked 
her  to  meet  me  for  lunch  at  her  fa- 
vorite restaurant.  Sequoia,  at  the 
South  Street  Seaport  in  Manhattan. 
"There's  something  I want  to  tell 
you,"  I told  her.  This  immediately 
raised  her  suspicions,  and  she  pressed 
me  for  more  information.  I demurred, 
but  there  was  no  turning  back  now. 

As  the  date  approached,  I became 
more  and  more  nervous.  I actually 
don't  think  I was  ever  more  nervous 
in  my  life.  I was  afraid  that  telling  her 
and  my  son  would  alienate  them  from 
me  forever.  They  would  hate  me, 
think  I was  sick  and  perverted. 

I forced  myself  to  remember  what 
it  was  like,  telling  my  wife,  my  broth- 


D  j s c I Q s j n 


by  Abby  Saypen 


er,  and  my  best  friend,  and  how  each 
had  reacted,  my  brother  asking,  "That 
doesn't  mean  you're  gay,  does  it?"; 
my  best  friend,  who  was  also  my 
lawyer,  tersely  acknowledging  it  and 
moving  on  to  the  next  order  of  busi- 
ness and  never  mentioning  it  again; 
and  my  wife,  who  went  into  a state  of 
shock,  followed  by  sessions  with  a 
therapist  who  told  her  to  ignore  it, 
that  it  was  my  problem  to  deal  with. 
When  she  finally  did  come  to  accept 
it,  it  was  too  late.  I was  well  on  my 
way  out  of  the  marriage  and  into  a re- 
lationship with  another  woman  who 
was  accepting  and  supportive,  a hard 
combination  to  beat. 

In  a way,  rehashing  this  was  giv- 
ing me  confidence.  After  all  no  one 
had  rejected  me,  and  all  were  willing 
to  continue  a relationship  with  me.  I 
am  a good  father.  I loved  my  children 
and  gave  them  a rich  and  stable  child- 
hood, even  if  I appeared  to  them 
somewhat  remote  and  distant.  I had- 
n't really  shared  a large  part  of  my  life 
with  them;  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
personal  challenges  and  victories  that 
arose  from  my  crossdressing.  And  so  I 
thought  telling  them  would  create  an 
opportunity  to  get  closer  to  them,  to 
be  honest  and  remove  the  barriers  I 
created  in  the  name  of  self-preserva- 
tion. No  more  would  I have  to  make 
up  stories  about  where  I had  gone  for 
a few  days  or  live  in  fear  of  discovery. 
Yes,  telling  them  was  the  right  thing.  I 
had  much  to  gain.  I told  myself  that 
you  can  never  experience  acceptance 
without  risking  rejection. 

It  was  a beautiful  day,  and  we 
chose  to  sit  outside,  overlooking  the 
East  River  and  New  York  Harbor.  To 
the  south  we  could  see  the  Statue  Of 
Liberty,  and  to  the  north,  the 
Manhattan,  Williamsburg  and 
Triborough  Bridges.  Traffic  on  the  riv- 
er was  light,  with  only  a few  barges 


and  pleasure  craft 
passing.  The  air 
was  warm,  with  a 

light  breeze  keeping  the  temperature 
comfortable.  Lunch  progressed  with  a 
discussion  of  her  coming  freshman 
year  at  Cornell  and  her  brother's 
graduation.  She  already  knew  her 
brother's  friends  and  fraternity  broth- 
ers, who  I felt  would  smooth  her  way 
into  the  school.  The  lunch  had  passed 
smoothly,  and  I was  amazed  at  how 
cool  and  normal  I outwardly  ap- 
peared, when  inside  I was  feeling  like 
a mass  of  jelly. 

"Well,  Meredith,"  I began.  I felt 
my  heart  racing  and  my  breathing 
didn't  seem  to  be  able  to  keep  up  with 
my  need  for  oxygen.  "There's  some- 
thing about  me  I want  you  to  know. 
You  may  suspect  it  already."  I thought 
back  to  the  day  she  found  a pair  of  my 
size  thirteen  high  heels  under  the  bed 
of  our  house  in  Vermont.  Although 
nothing  further  was  ever  said,  I al- 
ways felt  a question  still  lingered  in 
her  mind.  "I'm  a crossdresser."  I 
watched  her  face  for  a reaction.  It  re- 
mained passive.  "That  doesn't  mean 
I'm  gay  or  want  to  change  my  sex.  It 
just  means  I like  to  dress  up.  It  gives 
me  pleasure."  Meredith  looked  at  me, 
her  expression  lightened,  and  she 
said,  "Oh,  Dad,  this  is  a modern  age.  I 
don't  care  about  things  like  that."  I 
leaned  over  and  kissed  her.  I then  pro- 
ceeded to  tell  her  about  the  TG  com- 
munity and  my  work  with  IFGE  and 
Winslow  Street,  which  seemed  to  in- 
terest her  about  as  much  as  when  I tell 
her  about  my  business.  She  listened 
politely  and  offered  little  in  the  way  of 
feedback,  but  I had  removed  an  ob- 
stacle to  our  closeness  and  set  the 
stage  for  a future  relationship  that 
would  be  closer  and  more  honest  than 
anything  I had  ever  hoped  for. 

I paid  the  check  and  told  her  I 
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was  going  to  tell  her  brother  and  that 
I would  like  her  there.  She  agreed  and 
I set  the  date  for  my  meeting  with 
Josh. 

My  wife  and  I had  been  separated 
at  this  point  for  three  years  and  in  me- 
diation for  almost  two.  Things  had 
just  started  to  heat  up,  but  the  chil- 
dren were  only  peripherally  involved. 
Josh  was  a capable,  independent,  and 
ambitious  young  man  who,  in  the 
economic  climate  of  1983,  made  five 
job  applications  and  got  five  job  of- 
fers. He  and  Meredith  love  their 
mother  very  much.  Certainly,  with  the 
amount  of  time  children  spend  with 
their  mother,  they're  profoundly  in- 
fluenced by  her.  That  was  my  fear, 
that  she  would  turn  my  children 
against  me  by  using  crossdressing 
and  anything  else  she  could. 

I arranged  for  the  three  of  us  to 
meet  at  my  apartment.  Afterwards, 
we  would  go  to  dinner.  It  may  have 
been  overly  optimistic  of  me  to  think  I 
would  want  to  eat,  but  that  was  my 
plan.  I've  always  had  a positive  atti- 
tude, probably  to  a fault,  but  that's 
who  I am. 

We  gathered  at  seven  o'clock  and 
I said,  "Josh,  there's  something  I want 
to  tell  you.  I've  already  told  Meredith, 
and  I wanted  her  here  when  I told 
you.  I want  you  to  know  I am  a cross- 
dresser. That  doesn't  mean  I am  gay 
or  that  I want  to  change  my  sex,  but  I 
enjoy  wearing  women's  clothing.  I've 
been  this  way  all  my  life."  Josh's  face 
showed  almost  no  reaction,  very  sim- 


ilar to  Meredith's  and  my  own,  but  he 
said  nothing  except,  "1  guess  I have  to 
think  about  it  for  a while."  I said  "I'll 
leave  you  and  your  sister  alone  for  a 
while  and  then  we'll  all  go  to  dinner." 
1 retired  to  the  toilet  for  a few  minutes 
to  give  them  a few  minutes  to  talk  and 
then  we  all  went  out  to  eat. 

During  dinner  we  spoke  about 
everything  but  my  crossdressing. 
Although  there  was  tension  in  the  air, 
I made  no  attempt  to  dissipate  it. 
Several  day  later,  I received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Josh: 

Dear  Dad: 

Three  words  that  I would  not  have 
guessed  you  would  say  to  me  were  I am  a 
crossdresser.  Shocking  as  they  were  to 
me.,I  would  similarly  never  have  guessed 
that  those  same  three  words  would  make 
me  feel  closer  to  you  than  I felt  in  a long 
time.  I know  how  scared  you  must  have 
been  to  tell  me,  since  my  reactions  are  un- 
predictable. Hell,  you  had  Meredith  there 
to  protect  you — a good  move,  I might  add. 
But  I'm  writing  this  letter  to  explain  how 
happy  our  talk  has  made  me. 

For  a long  time  I've  been  searching  to 
understand  myself.  Things  that  seem 
straightforward,  like  choosing  a major, 
what  do  I want  to  do  with  the  rest  of  my 
life,  and  why  I want  to  do  this  has  led  me 
to  ask  who  I am.  Believe  it  or  not,  our  talk 
has  helped  me.  Through  the  search  for  my 
own  self,  I must  also  ask  who  are  you, 
since  supposedly  I am  shaped  by  who  you 
are.  To  be  honest,  I had  a tough  time  of  it. 
Outwardly,  I found  you  very  cold  and  dis- 
tant, almost  as  if  I were  a client.  Although 
I had  these  feelings,  I felt  there  was  some- 
thing caring  and  feeling  inside  your  brick 
wall,  but  it  was  hard  to  find.  The  disclo- 
sure of  your  hobby  (I  don't  mean  to  slight 
it)  has  been  the  missing  piece. 


Since  Tuesday,  I've  been  reading  up  a 
little  on  crossdressing.  According  to  the 
literature,  many  crossdressers  need  the  act 
as  a release.  It's  a way  to  relax  and  let  out 
many  of  the  feelings  viewed  as  feminine. 
Only  through  the  act  could  many  of  those 
feelings  come  out.  I finally  know  where 
that  side  went.  It  helped  me  understand 
you  better  so  I could  understand  myself. 

Another  thing  reading  it  helped  me 
to  understand  the  difference  between  ho- 
mosexuality and  crossdressing  and  that 
by  far  the  great  majority  of  crossdressers 
are  heterosexual.  But  of  all  the  facts  I read 
in  the  article,  nothing  struck  me  like  one 
wife's  comment:  when  she  found  out,  she 
trusted  him  more.  "If  he  could  tell  me 
that,  then  there  isn't  anything  he  can't  tell 
me."  I can't  imagine  how  paranoid  you've 
been  all  of  these  years.  But  now  you  can 
be  more  open  with  me.  Don't  be  afraid  to 
tell  me  anything.  I want  this  letter  to  tell 
you  how  much  I cherished  this  talk.  I un- 
derstand more  about  you  and  that  makes 
me  happy.  I don't  think  I would  want  to 
see  you  dressed  for  two  reasons:  Although 
I accept  this  in  my  mind  as  okay,  my  visu- 
alization of  you  is  still  as  a male  and  I 
would  like  to  keep  it  that  way;  and  I think 
you  would  make  one  beastly  female,  and 
seeing  you  might  turn  me  off  to  the  whole 
sex  (just  kidding).  All  kidding  aside.  I'm 
very  happy  you  told  me  and  I hope  it 
bring  us  closer. 

Love 

Josh 

▼ 


Abby  Saypen  is  a Trustee  of  the 
Winslow  Street  Fund,  a long-time 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
IFGE,  and  a wonderful  poet.  She  can 
be  reached  via  e-mail  at 
<AbbySay@aol.com>. 


University  of  Michigan  Health  System 
Comprehensive  Gender  Services  Program 

• Comprehensive  care:  for  individuals  and  families 

• Mental  health  care 

• Speech /Language  therapy 

• Primary  medical  care  (including  hormones) 

• Plastic  and  Reconstructive  Surgery  (including  GRS) 

State  of  the  art  health  care  in  a comfortable  and  respectful  atmosphere 


Phone:  734-528-0895 
E-mail:  um-cgsp@umich.edu 


Sandra  S.  Cole,  PhD,  Director 
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Conference  Reports 


Southern  Comfort 
Conference  1999 

Family  and  Growing  Pains 

22-26  September,  1999 
by  Beverly  Barnes 

Dedicated  to  Barbara  Richards 

A large  family  of  600  descended  on 
Atlanta  for  the  Ninth  Annual 
Southern  Comfort  Conference.  I use 
the  word  family  because  that's  what 
SCC  is  for  me.  I don't  think  the  word 
community  appropriately  reflects  the 
caring,  support,  and  love  SCC  atten- 
dees give  and  receive  and  experience. 

SCC  continued  with  its  tradition 
of  fine  speakers,  informative  semi- 
nars, vendors,  entertainment  and  just 
plain  fun,  but  I think  a lot  of  us  go  to 
SCC  to  see  old  friends,  make  new 
friends,  to  learn  and  to  grow. 

I saw  growth  this  year,  and  I did 
some  growing  too.  I saw  a dear  friend 
who  ventured  out  for  the  first  time 
last  year  at  SCC;  since  then  she's 
come  out  to  friends  and  family  and 
goes  out  weekly.  This  year,  we  had 
over  50  first-time  attendees.  For  many 
it,  too,  was  their  first  time  out.  You 
don't  know  how  good  it  feels  to  see 
those  first  smiles  when  first-timers 
realize  they've  found  family  and 
friends. 

I saw  a woman  who  found  she 
passed  too  well.  She  went  out  with 
some  nontransgendered  friends  to 
the  local  bars  in  Atlanta.  She's  young- 


looking, so  she  was  carded.  The  door- 
man wouldn't  let  her  in  with  her 
"boyfriend's"  ID.  Of  course,  it  was 
her  male  ID,  but  try  as  she  might,  she 
couldn't  convince  the  doorman  she 
was  the  guy  in  the  picture  (I  wish  I 
had  that  problem).  This  week  she's 
getting  a new  driver's  license  which 
will  show  a much  more  feminine  guy. 
I think  I need  to  do  the  same  thing. 

I saw  a friend's  uncertainty  melt 
away  in  the  course  of  a few  hours. 
Gaining  confidence  and  poise,  she 
started  holding  her  head  high  and 
smiling  as  she  never  had  before.  One 
woman  decided  to  transition,  and 
another's  world  opened  up  when  the 
means  of  going  full-time  became  a 
genuine  possibility.  A woman  who 
didn't  believe  me  when  I told  her  she 
was  pretty  and  passed  well  was  con- 
tinually hit  on  by  men.  She  wasn't 
prepared  for  it,  and  the  experience  for 
her  was  very  emotional. 

One  woman  was  struggling  with 
unrequited  love  and  the  heartache 
that  goes  with  it.  I wish  someone 
could  tell  me  how  to  console  someone 
with  a broken  heart. 

Everyone  who  attends  SCC 
comes  away  changed  in  some  way. 
But  we  all  grew  some  on  Saturday 
night  at  the  formal,  when  it  was 
announced  that  Barbara  Richards 
had  passed  away  that  afternoon,  in 
her  hotel  room.  Her  wife  Peigie  was 
attending  the  conference  with  her. 
Peigie  lamented,  "Why  now?  He  was 
so  looking  forward  to  tonight." 


Despite  her  grief,  Peigie  attended  the 
evening  event  because  Barbara 
would  have  wanted  her  to.  The  show 
by  the  Atlanta  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
was  dedicated  to  Barbara.  And  in  the 
silence  as  the  announcement  was 
read,  when  all  the  happiness  and 
merriment  was  put  aside,  I think  we 
all  grew  as  a reminder  that  we 
shouldn't  put  off  our  happiness 
because  we  may  never  live  to  see  it. 

Growing  is  good,  but  it  can  some- 
times hurt.  I didn't  go  to  SCC  this 
year  to  grow,  but  I did,  and  so  did  a 
lot  of  other  people.  Not  everyone's 
growth  is  as  beautiful  as  someone 
finding  confidence,  a self  image,  a 
direction,  hope,  or  a new  best  friend. 
Sometimes  it's  growth  from  a broken 
heart,  from  exchanging  a dream  for 
reality,  or  from  losing  a friend. 
Sometimes  it  hurts  to  grow — but 
maybe  that's  how  we  know  we're 
alive. 

T 

Forward  Motion 

Los  Angeles,  8-10  October,  1999 

by  Jessica  Xavier 

The  recent  Forward  Motion 
Conference  can  only  be  described  as 
a smash  hit.  Over  400  participants, 
including  FTMs,  female-bodied 
transpeople  and  those  all-important 
SOFFAs  (Significant  Others,  Family 
members,  Friends  and  Allies) 
attended  this  three-day  event  with  a 


Christine  Becker  L.I.C.S.W. 

Board  Certified  Diplomate  with 
N.A.S.W.  and  A.B.E.C.S.W. 

Individual  - Couple  - Family 
Evaluation  and  Counseling  for  the 
Transgender  Community 

341  Marret  Road  (Rt.  2A) 
Lexington,  MA  02420 

781-862-6170 


A NEW  IDEA  IN  BREAST  FORMS 

$79.95  per  pair 

I wouldn't  say  that  my  “plastic  worm  material"  breast  forms  are  better  than  the  expensive 
ones,  but  I have  3,000+  satisfied  customers.  Ask  around  about  them.  They  don't  “glue  on", 
the  nipple  isn’t  colored,  but  they  have  the  right  weight,  bounce  and  feel. 
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IF,  AFTER  10  DAYS,  YOU  AREN’T 
SATISFIED,  RETURN  THEM  FOR 
A FULL  REFUND. 

Sizes  8-16 $79.95 

Sizes  18-20 $99.95 

Sizes  24-28 $119.95 


New 

Giant  Size 
Double  “G” 
Breast  Forms 


ED  HALL  BOX  501  WILLIAMSTOWN,  MA  01267 

www.virtual-showcase.com/llc/breast/form 
Send  check  or  money  order.  Outside  U.S.  add  shipping 
New  York  residents  add  8%  sales  tax 


$1 99.95  pair 
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theme  of  "Celebrating  Cultures, 
Advocacy  and  FTM  Lives!" 

A little  more  than  three  years  ago, 
the  notion  of  an  FTM-centric  confer- 
ence would  have  been  considered  a 
novelty.  But  FTM  conferences  in  San 
Francisco,  Seattle,  and  Boston  and 
the  three  True  Spirit  Conferences 
held  in  Laurel,  Maryland  prove  the 
men  are  here  to  stay,  making  their 
mark  together  in  regular  gatherings. 

The  Forward  Motion  confab  was 
truly  an  international  kaleidoscope 
of  cultures,  languages  and  differ- 
ences, with  attendees  coming  from 
as  far  away  as  Iran  and  Australia. 
Regardless  of  their  demography  and 
geography,  everyone  found  a warm 
welcome  in  sunny  LA.  By  the  way, 
how  is  it  the  men  always  manage 
diversity  better  in  this  community 
than  the  MTFs? 

The  expected  medical,  mental 
health,  sexuality,  spirituality, 
activism,  social  and  support  tracks 
were  solid,  along  with  some  interest- 
ing additions.  The  history  track 
included  workshops  with  such 
notable  trans  historians  as  Susan 
Stryker  and  Candice  Brown  Elliott, 
along  with  up-and-comers  like  Percy 
Wise  and  Lexi  Adams.  Handsome 
Billy  Lane,  winner  of  several  leather 
contests,  conducted  physical  fitness 
workouts  for  transguys  ISO  [in  search 
of — Ed.]  pecs.  And  with  LA  temps  in 
the  low  90's,  the  swimming  pool  was 
filled  with  guys  and  their  admiring 
SOFFAs.  Author/activist  Mary 
Boenke  had  a wonderful  evening 
gathering  for  friends  of  PFLAG's 
Transgender  Network,  and  also  led 
several  of  the  familial  issues  work- 
shops, along  with  Just  Evelyn, 
author  of  “Mom,  I need  to  be  a Girl. 

The  conference  featured  three 
town  hall  meetings.  In  this  humble 
writer's  opinion,  these  should  be 
community-building  staples  of 
every  national  transgender  confer- 
ence. The  first  covered  MTF/FTM 
"Tensions  and  Alliances."  The  sec- 
ond town  hall  focused  on  politics 
and  the  rightful  place  of  transmen  in 
a movement  dominated  by 


transwomen.  The  final  town  hall  dis- 
cussed health  issues  and  the  impor- 
tance of  not  only  FTM  voices  but 
FTM  leadership  in  such  issues  as  the 
Standards  of  Care,  GID  and  health 
insurance  (or  the  lack  thereof). 

The  Friday  night  show  and  party 
featured  a number  of  entertainers 
(including  myself)  but  two  stand 
out.  Kate  Bornstein  hosted  an 
episodic,  slightly  warped,  very 
funny  version  of  "The  Dating 
Game."  The  responses  of  the  contes- 
tants and  their  dates  proved  to  be 
fertile  fodder  for  Kate's  deft  comedic 
timing.  But  as  a recording  artist,  I 
must  applaud — no,  cheer — the 
amazing  Veronica  Kraus.  This  Trans 
Diva  drove  her  quartet  of  crack 
musicians  (piano,  guitar,  bass  and 
drums)  through  two  sets  of  passion- 
ate dance  songs,  many  from  her  first 
CD  "All  I Want."  She  showed  off  an 
impressive  array  of  vocal  styles, 
including  pop,  jazz  and  R&B. 
Although  little  known  on  the  East 
coast,  this  woman  is  a true  star  in  her 
home  town  of  San  Francisco,  where 
she  won  the  1998  Entertainer  of  the 
Year  as  an  out  transgender  singer. 
Rather  than  wait  for  the  right  people 
to  get  her  to  an  East  coast  conference, 
buy  her  CD  ! 

Of  course,  no  conference  review 
would  be  complete  without 
acknowledgments.  Media  Director 
Nick  Adams,  an  openly  FTM 
employee  of  my  favorite  gay  group, 
GLAAD  [The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation — Ed.],  nimbly 
covered  the  media  while  also  pre- 
senting a couple  of  fine  workshops. 
The  conference  organizing  commit- 
tee included  Jeff  Shevlowitz 
(founder  of  Under  Construction) 
Masen  Davis,  Daniel  Gould, 
Michael  Hernandez,  Max  Fuentes 
Fuhrmann,  Patric  Magee  and  Justin 
Tanis.  Jordy  Jones  and  Percy  Wise 
curated  the  Trans  Art  show,  Jayson 
Barsic  ( Willyboy  magazine)  handled 
the  video  room,  and  Ilya  Pearlman 
did  a terrific  job  organizing  the  party 
and  keeping  us  entertainers  sane. 
And  finally,  cheers  to  Professor 


Jacob  Hale  of  the  University  of 
California  at  Northridge,  who 
served  as  the  Conference  Chair. 
During  the  conference  Jake  managed 
the  hat  trick  of  being  everywhere 
while  still  finding  time  to  introduce 
his  proud  father  to  most  of  the  atten- 
dees. He  did  an  outstanding  job;  I 
hope  he  gets  to  take  the  rest  of  the 
year  off.  A curtsy  to  all  these  fine 
gents  for  their  hard  work  and  loving 
spirit. 

Ladies,  if  you  haven't  yet,  it's 
time  to  go  to  an  FTM  conference, 
'cause  these  guys  surely  know  how 
to  create  a palpable  sense  of  commu- 
nity— while  simultaneously  throw- 
ing a terrific  party. 

▼ 

— This  article  was  previously  published  in  TG 
Forum.  Jessy's  correct  in  her  observation  that 
only  a few  years  ago  there  was  little  thought 
that  an  FTM  conference  would  be  viable. 
Here's  a little  known  fact:  Four  years  ago  your 
editor,  then  the  director  of  AEGIS  offered  $500 
to  any  organization  which  would  match  that 
amount  for  purposes  of  holding  a national 
FTM  conference.  San  Francisco's  FTM 
International  raised  the  necessary  funds,  and 
the  first  FTM  conference  of  the  Americas  had 
more  than  450  attendees.  Best  investment  1 
ever  made — Ed. 
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\C  o v e r Story 


Ancient  Roots 

TAT  hat  brings  us  to  this  place  we 
* ™ call  "transgender" — this  way  of 
being  that  needs  to  redefine,  trans- 
form, and  recreate  itself  in  a world 
that  insists  we  must  conform  to  our 
genitals?  Perhaps  there  was  an  itch  in 
the  groin.  Most  assuredly,  there  was 
an  ache  in  the  heart.  And  let's  not  dis- 
count all  the  mental  anguish. 

Researchers  are  investigating 
causative  factors  such  as  chromo- 
somes, unique  hormonal  configura- 
tions, and  of  course  psychosocial 
influences — but  I ask  you:  what  do 
you  believe  it  is  that  made  you  trans- 
gendered?  Was  it  the  itch,  the  ache, 
the  anguish — or  was  it  also  some- 
thing else — something  most  people 
can't  define,  something  called  "spir- 
it." 

This  "body-heart-mind-spirit" 
pattern  is  an  age-old,  universal  con- 
struct. Most  of  us  spend  the  majority 
of  our  lives  in  the  "body-mind" 
mode.  Some  of  us  also  manage  to  be 
in  "heart  space."  But  how  many  actu- 
ally visit  the  dimension  of  "spirit" — 
even  a few  times,  much  less  regular- 
ly? I have  observed,  however,  that 
many  transgendered  people  not  only 
visit  this  dimension — out  of  necessi- 
ty— but  are  often  coming  from  this 
place. 
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And  what  is  spirit  but  the  impe- 
tus that  yearns  to  manifest — in  the 
flesh,  with  full  heart  and  awareness. 
Chromosomes  and  sensuality  aside, 
isn't  there  something  very  clear  and 
evident  coming  through  here?  Are  we 
not  Spirit  manifesting  in  its  own  glo- 
rious diversity?  Scientists  may  never 
be  able  to  measure  or  explain  this 
magnificent  occurrence,  but  we  are 
living  proof  of  Spirit  manifesting 
beyond  the  limited  social  constructs 
of  gender. 

As  we  consider  this  vague  and 
oft-forgotten  notion  of  "spirit,"  it  is 
very  interesting  to  note  that  the 
majority  of  older  world  religions  per- 
ceived their  deities  as  hermaphroditic 
and  whole-gendered.  Ardhanarisvara 
in  Hinduism,  Avalokitesvara  and 
Kuan  Yin  in  Buddhism,  and  Dionysus 
in  the  Greek  pantheon  are  but  a few 
examples  of  this.  Divine  androgyny  is 
reflected  in  subsequent  representa- 
tions of  avatars  such  as  Sri  Krsna  in 
Vedanta,  Lan  Ts'ai  Ho  in  Taoist  China, 
and  even  Jesus  Christ.  In  the 
Qabbalah,  Adam  mirrored  an 
androgynous  God  before  the  split 
into  Eve  and  subsequent  fall  from 
grace.  As  with  many  nobles,  the 
Pharaohs  of  Egypt  emulated  their 
gods,  which  were  mostly  androgy- 
nous throughout  Africa.  Angels  and 
Faeries  too,  are  usually  perceived  as 
androgynous  beings.  The  reflections 


of  Transgender  Spirit  are  ancient  and 
deep. 

Meanwhile,  we  are  living  in  a 
predominantly  patriarchal  world 
where  the  primary  deities  reflect  mas- 
culine values.  Pantheism  once  held  a 
balance  of  Gods  and  Goddesses,  but 
now  God  the  Father  is  perceived  as 
Spirit,  while  Mother  Nature  has  been 
subjugated  to  a status  of  dross,  inani- 
mate matter.  Our  current  notions  of 
gender  have  been  shaped  by  this 
deep  polarization — perhaps  as  a sort 
of  "divide  and  conquer"  strategy  of 
the  patriarchy  which  seeks  to  domi- 
nate and  control  mankind,  as  well  as 
Nature  herself. 

This  was  not  always  so.  In  fact, 
up  until  somewhat  recently  in  human 
history  (about  5,000  years  ago),  a spir- 
it of  Goddess  prevailed  in  most  cul- 
tures. This  did  not  mean  that  women 
ruled  over  men.  Rather,  there  was  a 
sense  of  balance  and  partnership 
without  hierarchies  of  power,  or  the 
need  to  resort  to  armed  conflict.  In 
her  book.  The  Chalice  and  the  Blade, 
Riane  Eisler  explains  how  the  subju- 
gation of  the  feminine  is  directly 
linked  with  the  exploitation  and  ruin 
of  Nature,  and  warfare  is  resorted  to 
as  the  only  definitive  method  of  ulti- 
mate resolution — first  forced,  then 
enforced. 

Once  these  dynamics  of  Spirit 
and  Nature  are  recognized,  is  it  any 


Primary  Values 


Kindred  Spirits  circling  on  Max  Patch  Bald,  ancient  site  of  Cherokee  Ceremonies. 


wonder  that  issues  of  gender  play  a 
pivotal  role  throughout  the  entire 
realm  of  humanity?  And  given  the 
premise  of  transgender,  the  idea  that 
gender  expression  can  occur  inde- 
pendently of  biological  sex,  it's  quite 
understandable  that  transgendered 
people  would  be  wrestling  within 
this  culturally  imposed  conflict  in 
very  personal  and  profound  ways. 
Incidents  of  gender  transgression  are 
clearly  examples  of  Spirit  overriding 
the  passing  whims  and  dictates  of 
human  cultures  in  order  to  more 
freely  manifest  its  glorious  diversity 
in  Nature — and  in  our  very  flesh. 
This  process  stems  from  the  root  of 
Transgender  Spirituality. 

Regardless  of  the  recent  efforts  of 
western  science  to  prove  hormonal  or 
chromosomal  causation,  it's  really  no 
mystery  that  transgendered  people 
have  manifested  throughout  history 
as  an  expression  of  Spirit.  Evidence 
continually  abounds  of  our  flesh 
being  informed  and  inspired  by 
Spirit,  whether  one  is  a hefty  male- 
to-female  ex-football  star,  or  a dain- 
ty female-to-male  ex-ballerina. 
When  Spirit  moves,  anything  is  pos- 
sible. And,  as  Walter  Williams 
points  out  in  The  Spirit  and  the 
Flesh,  when  Spirit  manifests  beyond 
reproductive  imperatives — whether 
lesbian,  gay  or  transgendered — 
there  are  other  blessings  to  be 


shared — unique  awareness  and  rare 
opportunities  to  enrich  our  world. 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  anthro- 
pologists and  others  who  are  resur- 
recting various  aspects  of  history 
which  were  nearly  erased  by  the 
patriarchy,  we  are  discovering  that 
traditions  of  Transgender  Spirituality 
span  all  time  and  place. 
Trangendered  people  throughout  his- 
tory assumed  special  roles  suited  to 
their  unique  abilities,  many  of  which 
were  spiritually  oriented:  seers  and 
visionaries;  healers'  celebrants  of  cer- 
emony and  ritual;  officiants  who 
blessed  weddings  and  births  and  laid 
to  rest  the  dead;  keepers  and  teachers 
of  spiritual  principles;  and  mediators 
between  wife  and  husband,  tribe  and 
nation,  the  human  world  and  the 
spirit  world. 


There  are  strong  common  themes 
shared  by  most  of  the  oldest,  so- 
called  primitive,  spiritual  world- 
views. Some  of  the  core  concepts  of 
traditions  like  Wicca  (Old  Europe), 
Taoism  (China),  the  Dreamtime 
(Aboriginal  Australia),  Huna 
(Polynesia),  and  Shamanism  the 
world  over  are: 

1)  Every  "thing"  is  a living,  inter- 
connected manifestation  of  Spirit, 

2)  Harmony  and  balance  between 
all  beings  must  be  respected, 

3)  The  diversity  of  all  life  forms  is 
to  be  honored  and  celebrated, 

4)  All  beings  are  divine  and  have 
direct  access  to  the  realm  of  Spirit. 

Let’s  explore  each  of  these  in 
turn. 

The  Earth  is  alive — rocks,  waters, 
clouds,  volcanoes,  and  all  flora  and 
fauna,  not  to  mention  the  Cosmos  of 
stars  and  planets.  Goddess,  in  Wicca 
and  elsewhere,  is  not  separate  from 
the  world,  nor  does  she  rule  over  the 
world — she  is  the  world,  as  Spirit 
manifest.  We  are  all  one  organism, 
one  in  Spirit. 

A contemporary  Anasazi  Pueblo 
leader  says  it  this  way: 

I see  a need  for  my  people  and 
for  all  human  beings  because  of  the 
way  things  are  today,  to  go  back  in 
time  and  bring  back  respect  for  one 
another.  The  people  of  (my)  pueblo 
have  always  had  a spiritual  way  of 
life  and  done  things  with  respect. 


Kindred  Spirits  on  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Ground  near  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains.  Photograph  by  Zantui  Rose 
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Aside  from  what  people  from  the 
external  societies  think  about  our  so- 
called  religion,  we  do  not  call  it  reli- 
gion, we  refer  to  it  as  a part  of  our 
spirituality,  our  existence.  If  we  ever 
lose  that  part  of  our  lives,  we  will 
surely  perish.  We  would  become  a 
people  within  a lost  world,  at  which 
time  there  would  be  no  reason  for 
continuing  life  in  the  physical  sense. 
This  has  been  part  of  our  lives  since 
the  birth  of  our  people.  Our  land  is 
not  our  land,  we  are  merely  part  of 
the  land.  We  must  all,  as  human 
beings,  treat  each  other  with  respect 
and  more  specifically,  we  must  also 
treat  Mother  Earth  with  respect  so 
that  we  can  all  survive  in  the  future. 
Please  let  us  all  be  united  and  under- 
stand each  other,  for  the  future  of  our 
children  is  in  our  hands. 

Living  in  balance,  which  now 
amounts  to  trying  to  recreate  a lost 
balance,  is  critical.  Taoist  philosophy 
has  long  recognized  the  importance 
of  the  balance  between  yin  and 
yang — feminine  and  masculine  ener- 
gies. To  quote  Starhawk,  a primary 
voice  in  the  Reclaiming  movement: 

Our  relationship  to  the  Earth  and 
the  species  that  share  it  has  been 
conditioned  by  our  religious  models. 
The  image  of  God  as  outside  of 
Nature  has  given  us  a rationale  for 
our  own  destruction  of  the  natural 
order,  and  justified  our  plunder  of 
Earth's  resources.  We  have  attempt- 
ed to  “conquer”  Nature  as  we  have 
tried  to  conquer  sin.  Only  as  the 
results  of  pollution  and  ecological 
destruction  become  severe  enough 
to  threaten  even  urban  humanity's 
adaptability,  have  we  come  to  recog- 
nize the  importance  of  ecological  bal- 
ance and  the  interdependence  of  all 
life.  The  model  of  the  Goddess,  who 
is  immanent  in  Nature,  fosters 
respect  for  the  sacredness  of  all  liv- 
ing things.  [Wicca]  can  be  seen  as  a 
religion  of  ecology.  Its  goal  is  harmo- 
ny with  Nature,  so  that  life  may  not 
just  survive,  but  thrive. 

Biologists  know  that  the  survival 
of  any  species  depends  on  the  diver- 
sity of  its  gene  pool.  "The  Goddess, 
like  Nature,  loves  diversity",  says 
Starhawk.  Our  transgendered  sister 
Rena  Swift-hawk  taught  us  that  in 
Native  American  cultures  there  is  a 
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shared  belief  that  "weeds  don't  exist." 
Every  entity  has  a sacred  purpose, 
and  no  one  is  to  be  wasted.  Yet  all  too 
often,  we  experience  pressure  to  con- 
form rather  than  any  encouragement 
to  become  uniquely  ourselves — what 
Jung  called  individuation.  Transgendered 
people  feel  this  acutely. 

Since  Spirit  is  omnipresent,  all 
beings  are  able  to  experience  their 
own  divinity.  Hopi  ceremonial  cham- 
bers, called  kivas,  are  round  and  sub- 
terranean. Their  officiants  emerge 
from  a tunnel  beneath  into  the  center, 
bringing  the  wisdom  and  truth  of  the 
Earth.  Contrast  this  with  priests  of 
western  cross-shaped  churches  who 
preach  God's  word  from  pulpits  on 
high.  In  Wicca  (citing  Starhawk), 
there  is  no  dogma,  scriptures  or 
sacred  book  revealed  by  prophets  or 
saviours.  Each  person  is  responsible 
for  revealing  their  own  truth. 
Instruction  comes  directly  from 
Nature,  which  is  Goddess.  "Oneness 
is  attained  not  through  losing  the  self, 
but  through  realizing  it  fully.  Honor 
the  Goddess  in  yourself,  celebrate 
yourself,  and  you  will  see  that  Self  is 
everywhere."  In  the  Tao  te  Ching,  Lao 
Tzu  reminds  us,  "There  is  no  need  to 
run  outside  for  better  seeing.  Nor  to 
peer  from  a window.  Rather  abide  at 
the  center  of  your  being:  For  the  more 
you  leave  it,  the  less  you  learn." 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  the 
word  wicca  is  derived  from  the 
Anglo-Saxon  root  word  meaning  "to 
bend  or  shape",  to  shape  the  unseen 
to  one's  will.  This  supports  the  notion 
that  we,  as  divine  agents,  have  been 
sanctioned  to  shape  the  world  we 
inhabit.  Transgendered  people  are 
exercising  this  freedom  when  we 
reshape  our  bodies,  via  cosmetics  or 
hormonal  therapy  or  surgery,  to  suit 
Spirit.  We  are  taking  responsibility  for 
our  own  manifestation. 

Another  commonly  shared  aspect 
of  ancient  spiritual  practice  is 
shamanism.  Shamans  the  world  over 
have  developed  and  practiced 
remarkably  effective  techniques  to 
achieve  and  maintain  well-being  and 
healing  for  themselves  and  others  of 


their  communities.  With  a foot  in 
each  world,  the  shaman  intercedes  on 
behalf  of  the  ailing  earthbound 
patient  with  the  world  of  helping 
spirits.  One  of  the  standard  prerequi- 
sites to  being  called  to  the  shaman's 
path  often  involves  being  transgen- 
dered. Kate  Bomstein  states: 

My  ancestors  were  performers.  In 
life,  the  earliest  shamanic  rituals 
involved  women  and  men  exchanging 
genders.  Old,  old  rituals  . . . life  and 
death  stuff.  We're  talking  cross-cul- 
tural here.  We're  talking  rising  way 
way  way  above  being  a man  or  a 
woman.  That's  how  my  ancestors 
would  fly.  That's  how  my  ancestors 
would  talk  with  the  goddesses  and 
gods.  Old  rituals. 

Balance  Lost 

With  the  advent  of  the  Bronze 
Age  about  5,000  years  ago,  wave 
upon  wave  of  nomadic  Kurgan 
(Asian)  warriors  on  horseback  began 
displacing  the  30,000  year-old  agrari- 
an Goddess  cultures  throughout 
Europe  and  the  Mediterranean. 
Whereas  "the  central  religious  image 
(had  been)  a woman  giving  birth  and 
not,  as  in  our  time,  a man  dying  on  a 
cross,"  Riane  Eisler  explains,  "in  this 
new  reality  that  is  now  said  to  be  the 
sole  creation  of  a male  God,  the  life- 
giving  and  nurturing  [qualities  have] 
been  displaced  by  the  power  to  dom- 
inate and  destroy." 

The  old  values,  the  old  balance 
was  upset,  and  the  old  pattern  of 
partnership  and  egality  succumbed 
to  the  system  of  domination  and  hier- 
archy. This  has  created  suffering  for 
all,  as  Starhawk  notes: 

The  oppression  of  men  in  Father 
God-ruled  patriarchy  is  perhaps  less 
obvious  but  no  less  tragic  than  that  of 
women.  Men  are  encouraged  to  iden- 
tify with  a model  no  human  being  can 
successfully  emulate:  to  be  mini- 
rulers of  narrow  universes.  They  are 
internally  split,  into  a “spiritual”  self 
that  is  supposed  to  conquer  their 
baser  animal  and  emotional  natures. 
They  are  at  war  with  themselves:  in 
the  West,  to  “conquer”  sin;  in  the 
East,  to  “conquer”  desire  or  ego.  Few 


escape  from  these  wars  undamaged. 
Men  lose  touch  with  their  feelings  and 
their  bodies  .... 

Since  Goddess  culture  has  per- 
sisted underground  these  last  five 
millennia,  manifestations  of  Trans- 
gender Spirit  must  be  viewed  to  some 
extent  in  relation  to  patriarchal 
oppression.  Thus,  transgender  behav- 
iors that  may  appear  at  times  to  be 
negatively  charged  may  be  under- 
stood as  a natural  reaction  to  oppres- 
sion. 

The  repression  and  persecution 
of  transgendered  people  during  this 
period  has  taken  many  forms  and  is 
undeniably  linked  with  the  subjuga- 
tion of  women  and  the  values  of 
Goddess.  A persistent  and  well-docu- 
mented Biblical  agenda  has  been  to 
"cut  down  the  groves"  (sites  of  pagan 
worship)  and  to  "establish  dominion 
over  Nature."  From  the  Inquisition  of 
Medieval  Europe  to  the  Puritans  of 
New  England,  countless  Wiccans 
(witches)  were  burned.  Joan  d'Arc 
was  burned  for  dressing  and  acting  as 
a man.  When  European  explorers  like 
DeSoto  came  to  the  Americas,  they 
discovered  transgendered  shamans 
and,  naming  them  berdache  (boy 
prostitute),  fed  them  to  their  dogs. 

Within  this  climate  of  repression, 
gender-variant  people  claimed  other 
ways  of  expressing  their  truth.  In 
defiance  of  patriarchy,  many  found 
ritual  self-castration  (e.g.  rites  of 
Cybele  and  Attis)  as  a way  back  to 
Goddess  in  Transgender  Spirit.  Yet  in 
subjugation,  many  (such  as  the  Hijras 


of  India)  also  have  practiced  prostitu- 
tion and  begging.  The  traditional 
caste  system  of  India  and  variations 
elsewhere  may  accommodate  protec- 
tive cloisters,  but  have  failed  to  pro- 
mote active  integration  of  gender 
diversity  within  their  cultures. 

To  this  day,  the  existence  of  trans- 
gendered people  is  despised,  denied 
and  trivialized.  Transsexual  Sandy 
Stone  writes: 


invisible  through  language  ...  by 
having  no  words  for  anything  except 
male  or  female.  One  of  the  ways  our 
culture  erases  people  is  by  not  hav- 
ing any  words  for  them.  That  does  it 
absolutely.  When  there's  nothing  to 
describe  you,  you  are  effectively 
invisible. 


Television  talk  shows  and  the 
mass  media  have  done  much  to 


One  of  the  ways  that  people 
justify  oppressing  people  of  any 
alternative  gender  or  sexuality  is  by 
saying  that  the  social  norm  is  natur- 
al. In  other  words  it  comes  from  God, 
an  authority  to  which  there  is  no 
appeal.  All  this  is,  in  fact,  a complete 
fabrication,  a construction.  There  is 
no  “natural”  sex,  because  “sex”  itself 
as  a medical  or  cultural  category  is 
nothing  more  than  the  momentary 
outcome  of  battles  over  who  owns 
the  meanings  of  the  category.  There 
is  a great  deal  wider  variation  in 
genetics  than  most  people  except 
geneticists  realize,  but  we  make  that 


exploit  and  trivialize  transgendered 
people  and  our  spirit.  And  while 
crossdressers  like  Ru  Paul  and  Dame 
Edna  Everige,  plus  a growing  num- 
ber of  transgendered  characters  in  the 
cinema  are  currently  in  vogue,  there 
are  also  signs  of  a backlash  building 
within  ultra-conservative  factions  of 
society. 

There  is  increasing  evidence  that 
the  patriarchy  is  in  decline,  and  a 
renewal  of  spirituality  is  emerging. 
Could  we  be  on  the  verge  of  a para- 


Cast  of  “Gathering  of  the  Trans  Clans,”  debut  performance  of  the  Kindred  Spirits  Travelling 
Medicine  Show  at  Southern  Comfort  ‘99. 
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digm  shift  to  a truly  "New  Age"? 
There  are  many  bridges  out  of  tradi- 
tional religions  being  formed  by  writ- 
ers like  Matthew  Fox,  Patricia  Reilly 
and  Paul  Smith.  Ancient  forms  of 
spirituality  are  being  re-examined 
and  synthesized,  while  fresh  new 
practices  are  emerging  intuitively. 
Themes  of  feminism,  consensus,  ecol- 
ogy, and  spirituality  all  yearn  to 
recreate  the  balance.  Our  need  to 
evolve  beckons  from  this  threshold. 

As  the  pendulum  swings. 
Goddess  is  returning.  Many  mascu- 
line-to-feminine  transgendered  peo- 
ple share  this  momentum  and  are 
committing  their  lives  to  personify- 
ing the  struggle.  Many  feminine-to- 
masculine  transgendered  people  are 
also  striving  to  bring  the  best  of  wom- 
anhood into  a new  sense  of  what  it  is 
to  be  a man.  This  long-forbidden 
cross-pollination  of  gender  has  the 
potential  to  enable  everyone  to 
become  more  fully  human.  So,  just  as 
women  are  reclaiming  their  connec- 
tion with  the  divine,  transgendered 
people  are  resurrecting  our  own  rich 
spiritual  heritage  and  reclaiming 
sacred  space. 

Transgender  Spirits  Circling 

Transgendered  people  in  the 
West  started  gathering  only  3-4 
decades  ago.  Initially,  issues  of  gen- 
der, sexuality  and  fetish  were  con- 
fused, due  to  the  culture's  ignorance. 
But  support  groups  formed,  and  in 
the  early  1980's,  international  net- 
works and  conferences  formed  across 
the  landscape.  Many  topics  have 
since  been  addressed,  including  the 
recent  introduction  of  Transgender 
Spirituality.  This  became  most  pro- 
nounced in  1991  when  Rena 
Swifthawk  shared  her  Native 
American  spirituality  at  IFGE's  annu- 
al conference  in  Denver,  and  trans- 
gender spirits  circled  months  later  at 
the  first  Southern  Comfort 
Conference  in  Atlanta.  Circles  have 
continued  at  both  these  annual  events 
and  are  catching  on  elsewhere  at 
places  like  Fantasia  Fair  on  Cape 
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Cod — the  oldest  of  transgender  festi- 
vals. 

The  first  intentional  Transgender 
Spirit  Circle,  following  3 years  of 
national  networking,  was  the 
Kindred  Spirits  Circle  in  Hot  Springs, 
NC  in  August  of  1993.  True  to  spirit, 
many  others  have  since  convened: 
Pink  Moon  Gathering,  Full  Circle  of 
Women,  Union  of  Spirits,  Mountain 
Spirits,  and  no  doubt  others  which 
were  less  publicized.  The  Kindred 
Spirits  network  is  opening  a retreat 
center  in  the  mountains  of  Western 
North  Carolina  to  host  spiritual  gath- 
erings year-round. 


This  sort  of  celebration  of  spiritu- 
ality within  the  transgender  commu- 
nity is  sometimes  controversial  for 


those  who  practice  traditional  reli- 
gion or  have  yet  to  find  a spiritual 
life.  But  the  longing  for  such  a com- 
munity is  universal. 

As  Starhawk  so  beautifully 
expressed: 

We  are  all  longing  to  go  home  to 
some  place  we  have  never  been  ...  a 
place,  half-remembered  and  half- 
envisioned  we  can  only  catch 
glimpses  of  from  time  to  time. 
Community.  Somewhere,  there  are 
people  to  whom  we  can  speak  with 
passion  without  having  the  words 
catch  in  our  throats.  Somewhere  a cir- 
cle of  hands  will  open  to  receive  us, 
eyes  will  light  up  as  we  enter,  voices 
will  celebrate  with  us  whenever  we 
come  into  our  own  power.  Community 
means  strength  that  joins  our  strength 
to  do  the  work  that  needs  to  be  done. 


Arms  to  hold  us  when  we  falter.  A 
circle  of  healing.  A circle  of  friends. 
Someplace  where  we  can  be  free. 

Our  circles  to  date  have  been  rather 
modest  in  scope,  but  they  are  prolif- 
erating. They  remain  intimate  and 
accessible,  and  intense  in  their  ability 
to  heal  and  empower.  The  sharing 
and  nurturing  possible  between  kin- 
dred transgender  spirits  is  unlike  any 
other.  It  is  characterized  by  intuitive 
connection,  trust,  honoring  individu- 
ality, operating  in  consensus,  spon- 
taneity, minimal  expectations,  open 
hearts  and  minds,  and  no  hidden 
agendas.  While  various  therapeutic 
methods,  shamanic  techniques,  and 
any  number  of  spiritual  traditions 
can  be  utilized,  the  main  feature  of 
the  process  actually  seems  to  be  sim- 
ply getting  out  of  the  way  so  that 
Spirit  can  move  through.  Traditional 
approaches  can  lend  a foundation 
and  validity,  but  we  must  also  self- 
authorize  by  acting  intuitively.  As 
Goddess  would  say,  "All  acts  of  love 
and  pleasure  are  my  rituals". 

It's  no  accident  that  after  several 
years  of  healing  circles.  Kindred 
Spirits  is  launching  a Traveling 
Medicine  Show.  "The  Church"  and 
"the  Theatre"  were  originally  one  and 
the  same,  as  anyone  who  delves  into 
both  spiritual  practice  and  the  artistic 
process  will  attest.  Like  the  transgen- 
dered shamans,  clowns  and  tricksters 
before  us,  we  are  answering  the  call 
to  share  our  healing  visions  with  a 
broken  world. 

Spirit  Transcending  Gender 

The  Transgender  Spirit  transcends 
the  simplistic  cultural  dictum  that 
anatomical  sex  is  synonymous  with 
gender  expression.  Gender  should 
never  be  polarized.  It  is  a rainbow 
that  is  far  too  splendorous  in  its 
diversity.  The  expression  of  one's 
whole  gender  must  be  intuitive,  fluid, 
and  in  a perpetual  state  of  becoming. 
There  can  be  no  rules  to  govern  how 
Spirit  must  manifest.  Widespread 
occurrences  of  hermaphroditism  in 


plants,  animals  and  humans  provide 
graphic  evidence  of  Spirit  expressing 
its  diversity  beyond  the  cultural  con- 
structs of  bi-polar  gender. 
Transgendered  people  embody  this 
Goddess-spirit  of  diversity,  integrat- 
ed as  one  whole  being.  The  inner 
healing  (which  means  "to  make 
whole")  that  we  achieve  can  be  out- 
wardly applied  to  the  imbalance  and 
distress  that  surrounds  us.  We  can 
serve  as  a bridge  between  polarities 
to  help  restore  balance,  integration 
and  wholeness. 

Some  Native  American  elders 
believe  there  is  an  abundance  of 
transgendered  people  being  born  at 
this  time  who  can  help  heal  our 
world.  Gender  is  at  the  very  heart  of 
who  we  are  as  human  beings.  Our 
gender  transitions — the  very  process 
of  gender-shift — can  be  viewed  as  a 
kind  of  vision  quest,  addressing  the 
age  old  question:  "Who  am  I?"  To 
transcend  gender  stereotyping  is  to 
dare  to  be  fully  oneself,  fully  human, 
as  Spirit  intended.  If  we  are  to  effec- 
tively meet  the  critical  challenges  of 
our  time,  we  must  all  cultivate  our 
full  capacities.  But  before  we  can  help 
heal  our  world,  we  must  heal  our- 
selves. We  must  tell  our  truth,  refash- 
ion old  myths,  and  reinvent  the  tools 
we  need  to  operate  with  deep  com- 
passion and  fresh  relevance  in  today’s 
world. 

Having  been  taught  that  the 
apparent  sensuality  and  frivolity  of 
my  transgender  was  contrary  to 
Spirit,  I used  to  see  my  spiritual  path 
as  being  very  ascetic.  All  I thought  I 
needed  was  a blanket  and  a bowl  of 
water  on  a mountain  top.  However,  as 
I heeded  the  irresistible  call  of  my 
transgender,  1 was  delighted  and  sur- 
prised to  discover  that  it  provided  the 
very  grounding  I needed.  As 
Goddess  came  alive  through  me,  I 
became  more  whole.  Spirit  and  flesh, 
heaven  and  earth,  became  one.  My 
lifelong  experience  in  wilderness  and 
love  of  Nature  provided  the  founda- 
tion for  this  healing.  I had  wasted 
years  waiting  to  feel  worthy  of  the 
inscrutable  wisdom  of  esoteric  teach- 


ings, until  I realized  who  my  teachers  the  constraints  of  gender.  And  let  us 
really  were,  and  that  I was  as  ready  as  give  thanks  for  the  unique  opportuni- 

I would  ever  be  to  act  from  my  own  ty  to  do  so.  ▼ 

awareness. 

The  challenge  for  all  of  us  is  to 
respect  ourselves  as  caring  and  capa- 
ble people.  Increasingly,  transgen- 
dered people  are  awakening  and 
intuitively  finding  our  own  voices 
and  callings,  despite  the  prior  depri- 
vation of  our  history,  or  a community 
of  peers  which  might  have  empow- 
ered us  sooner. 

Once  Spirit  and  Flesh  are  con- 
sciously joined,  there  is  grounding, 
there  is  exaltation,  there  is  balance. 

Once  the  need  to  polarize  and  sepa- 
rate relents,  barriers  fall  away  and 
fear  gives  way  to  love.  As  Starhawk 
says,  "All  began  in  love;  all  seeks  to 
return  to  love.  Love  is  the  law,  the 
teacher  of  wisdom,  and  the  great 
revealer  of  mysteries." 

To  transgress  the  arbitrary 
boundaries  of  gender  is  to  honor  the 
potential  of  Spirit.  In  the  Tao  te  Ching, 

Lao  Tzu  wrote: 

One  who  has  a man’s  wings  and  a 
woman’s  also 

Is  in  himself  a womb  of  the  world 
And,  being  a womb  of  the  world, 

Continuously,  endlessly 
gives  birth  .... 

We  are  deities.  We  are  Spirit  man- 
ifesting in  human  form.  Let  us  live 
that  truth,  and  help  everyone  see  the 
beauty  and  strength  that  lies  beyond 
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Transgender  haven  in  mountain  splendor  near  gender-friendly  Asheville 
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395  Lakey  Gap  Acres,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
(828)669-3869  / hodyfaery@juno.com 
web  site:  www.TranSpirits.org 
Holly  Boswell  &Zantui  Rose,  Hosts 


Holly  Boswell  founded  Phoenix 
Transgender  Support  in  Asheville,  NC 
in  1986.  She  has  developed  program- 
ming for  Southern  Comfort  since  1991, 
and  serves  on  its  Board.  She  currently 
directs  Kindred  Spirits  Retreats  & 
Guesthouse  near  Asheville. 

This  article  was  written  in  1995.  Excerpts 
were  first  delivered  in  Holly's  1997 
keynote  address  at  Southern  Comfort.  It 
has  since  been  published  in  Gender  Quest. 
Holly  has  presented  the  entire  paper  at 
Fantasia  Fair,  the  International  Congress 
on  Crossdressing,  Sex,  and  Gender,  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
2nd  International  Congress  on 
Crossdressing,  Sex  & Gender. 

Holly  will  be  holding  Kindred  Spirits  cir- 
cles 23-25  June  and  17-20  August  at  her 
new  guesthouse  in  the  mountains  near 
Asheville,  NC.  To  register  or  request 
information,  contact: 

Holly  Boswell  & Kindred  Spirits 

395  Lakey  Gap  Acres, 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
828/669-3889 
hollyfairy@juno.com 
www.TranSpirits.org 
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Electrolysis  Unlimited 

Tend  Skin  Distributor  supplying  skin  care  professionals,  electrologists,  cosmetologists,  barbers  and  you. 


1 -BOO-277-6233 


Serving  the  community  since  1980  specializing  in  beard  and  body  hair  removal 
Private  and  confidential  * Disposable  probes  * 1 5 licensed  certified  electrologists, 
Faster  permanent  hair  removal,  using  laser  and  electrolysis  combined 
Located  in  Troy,  Birmingham,  Farmington  Hills,  Clinton  Township 
www.electrolysisunlimited.com  * e-mail:  hairfree@flash.net  * free  shipping 
Tend  Skin  really  works!  Call,  fax  or  e-mail  your  order  today.  Unconditional  guarantee 


Fiction 


Someone 


Used  to  Know 


by  Robyn  Walters 


Jamie  loved  Nicole,  had  loved 
her  for  years  before  Nicole 
told  people  her  husband  had 
died.  Even  before  Jamie  moved 
west,  old  friends  said,  "She  doesn't 
want  you,  Jamie.  Your  love  isn't 
enough." 

When  Jamie  came  back  to  the 
East  Coast  on  business,  Nicole  was 
never  far  from  mind,  and  Jamie 
would  look  for  her. 

Jamie  saw  Nicole  come  out  of 
the  art  gallery.  She  looked  as  beau- 
tiful as  ever,  with  bright  summer 
sun  catching  highlights  of  her 
blonde  hair.  She  wore  a long  flow- 
ing dress,  as  befits  an  artist,  and 
walked  with  graceful,  fluid  move- 
ment toward  Jamie. 

Jamie  stepped  into  the  shadow 
of  the  hardware  store  entrance, 
confident  Nicole  wouldn't  come  in. 
She  is  beautiful,  Jamie  thought. 
There  was  a haunted  look  in 
Nicole's  sad  brown  eyes,  a sadness 
that  tore  at  Jamie's  heart. 

Nicole  still  grieved  the  loss  of 
her  husband  nearly  two  years 
later — two  years  during  which 
Jamie  watched  her  when  back  in 
town.  Jamie's  heart  felt  the  unre- 
lenting ache  of  love  as  Nicole  got 
into  her  car,  the  green  Volvo  she 
and  her  husband  had  bought  for  a 
cross-country  retirement  trip. 
Jamie  watched  her  drive  away. 

Jamie  walked  to  a favorite  deli 
a few  doors  up  the  street.  Food  was 
the  farthest  thing  from  mind,  but 
some  kind  of  supper  was  necessary 
and  gave  Jamie  something  else  to 
think  about.  Jamie  found  a table 
and  was  soon  spotted  by  a wait- 
ress. 

"Hi,"  she  said.  "Back  in  town 
for  work  again?" 

"Yes,"  said  Jamie,  "every  three 
months,  whether  I need  to  or  not. 


My  old  client  just  won't  let  me 
retire  in  peace." 

"What  a shame,"  the  waitress 
said.  "Still  and  all,  it  must  be  nice 
to  come  back  to  where  you  lived 
and  see  old  friends  now  and  then." 

Jamie  nodded  agreement  and 
studied  the  menu. 

After  ordering,  Jamie  waited  in 
thoughtful  silence  while  the 
kitchen  staff  prepared  a Rueben 
sandwich.  Sure,  Jamie  thought,  it's 
nice  to  see  old  friends,  even  friends 
in  mourning. 

The  Rueben  was  too  much  to 
eat  comfortably,  and  Jamie  was 
stuffed  by  the  time  it  disappeared 
from  the  plate.  Too  uncomfortable 
to  work,  Jamie  decided  to  walk  it 
off. 

Jamie's  path  led  eventually  to 
the  art  gallery  which  displayed 
Nicole's  latest  work  in  stained 
glass.  She  was  becoming  quite 
good.  Jamie  bought  a delicate  work 
with  an  inlaid  spiritual  symbol. 
Yes,  they'd  be  happy  to  package 
the  piece  and  mail  it  to  Jamie's 
home  on  the  West  Coast. 

She'll  be  happy  tomorrow 
when  she  finds  one  of  her  pieces 
sold,  thought  Jamie.  Maybe  that 
will  remove  the  sadness  from  her 
eyes,  even  if  only  for  a little  while. 
She  can't  think  of  her  lost  husband 
all  the  time. 

Jamie  drove  back  to  the  hotel 
and  worked  for  a few  hours  on  the 
client  briefing  scheduled  for 
Monday  morning. 

Despite  a nightcap,  Jamie  slept 
fitfully,  standing  in  dreams  before 
the  house  of  the  woman  with  the 
sad  eyes.  Jamie  longed  to  walk  up 
to  Nicole,  to  hold  her,  and  to  share 
with  her;  but  even  in  the  safety  of 
dreams,  Jamie  avoided  recognition. 


Jamie  saw  Nicole  one  other 
time  that  trip.  She  was  walking 
along  a tree  lined  city  avenue,  one 
filled  with  fancy  shops  and  bou- 
tiques, although  she  never  fre- 
quented such  stores.  Jamie  turned 
to  look  into  a display  window  and 
watched  Nicole's  reflection  glide 
up  the  avenue,  lost  in  thought,  her 
eyes  gazing  at  some  private  place. 
The  storefront  mannequins 
watched,  too,  with  dispassionate, 
dead  eyes  that  seemed  to  mock 
Jamie.  The  mannequins  said,  "Go 
back  where  you  came  from,  Jamie. 
She  isn't  for  you.  Don't  you  see  the 
sadness  in  her  eyes?" 

Jamie  ran  to  the  rental  car  and 
drove  back  to  the  hotel  to  pack  for 
the  flight  to  Seattle. 

Sleepless  in  Seattle.  Jamie  spent 
sleepless  nights  at  times;  half-doz- 
ing, dreams  filled  with  visions  of 
deep  brown  eyes  that  resonated 
with  melancholy. 

The  old  hometown  paper  came 
by  mail  once  a week.  In  September, 
Jamie  read  that  Nicole  had 
received  first  prize  in  a local  art 
show.  The  smile  that  came  was 
genuine,  but  so  too  were  the  tears 
that  glistened  in  Jamie's  eyes. 

Jamie  sent  e-mail  messages  to 
all  the  old  friends  once  again. 
"Does  she  ever  speak  of  me?  Is 
there  any  chance  that  we  can  be 
together?" 

One  by  one  the  friends  replied. 
One  by  one,  the  computer  screen 
displayed  the  messages  of  rejec- 
tion. "She  isn't  interested,  Jamie. 
Forget  her.  Find  someone  near  you. 
Someone  there  will  love  you.  She 
doesn't.  For  your  own  peace  of 
mind — and  hers — give  it  up." 

October  came,  and  with  it 
another  work  trip.  Jamie  kept  busy 
and  stayed  away  from  the  woman's 
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town  until  work  was  over  on 
Friday.  The  flight  home  wasn't 
until  Sunday  morning,  and  Jamie's 
resolve  broke. 

Jamie  stood  in  the  same  door- 
way as  on  the  summer  trip.  Mother 
Earth's  patchwork  quilt  of  reds  and 
oranges  glowed  in  the  light  of  the 
setting  sun.  Passing  cars  began 
turning  on  their  headlights. 
Eventually,  the  woman  walked  out 
of  the  art  gallery  into  the  cool 
evening  air  and  started  walking 
briskly  in  Jamie's  direction. 

Jamie  started  to  move  back  into 
the  anonymity  of  the  store  entrance 
but  paused.  The  woman  smiled 
and  ran  up  to  a man,  a tall  gray 
wolf  of  a man,  a head  taller  than 
Jamie.  The  man  grabbed  her 
around  the  waist.  He  had  to  lean 
down  to  kiss  the  tip  of  her  nose, 
and  they  laughed.  Neither  noticed 
Jamie  as  they  walked  by  arm  in 
arm,  chatting  excitedly. 

Jamie  was  stunned  by  the  real- 
ization that  the  friends  were  right. 
Nicole  wouldn't  love  Jamie;  she 


had  found  a new  man  to  hold  her, 
to  love  her.  She  wouldn't  ever  need 
Jamie. 

Somehow,  Jamie  made  it  back 
to  the  hotel  room,  where  tears 
could  work  their  magic  of  release. 

Morning  brought  a feeling  of 
calm,  an  almost  numb  feeling,  but 
one  in  which  grieving  mixed  with 
relief.  Jamie  packed  and  read,  and 
some  time  after  lunch  decided  on 
one  last  pilgrimage. 

The  driveway  was  empty  when 
Jamie  drove  by  Nicole's  house.  It's 
safe  to  park  up  the  street,  Jamie 
thought,  and  to  walk  back  one  last 
time. 

Jamie  stood  on  the  sidewalk 
and  silently  blessed  the  house,  the 
woman  and  her  new  relationship. 
Lost  in  thought,  Jamie  didn't  hear 
the  Volvo  drive  past  and  turn  into 
the  driveway.  But  suddenly,  there 
it  was,  and  Jamie  felt  trapped, 
frozen  in  place. 

The  woman  slid  out  from 
behind  the  wheel,  and  Grey  Wolf 
got  out  the  other  side.  He  opened 


the  rear  door  to  get  packages. 

The  woman  turned  and  walked 
up  the  drive  toward  the  mailbox. 
She  smiled  at  Jamie,  but  slowed  as 
she  got  closer.  A puzzled  look 
crossed  her  face,  and  the  sadness 
returned  to  her  eyes  as  she  walked 
up  to  Jamie.  She  raised  two  fingers 
to  her  lips  and  kissed  them.  Then 
she  pressed  her  fingers  to  Jamie's 
lips  and  breathed  a sigh  of  release 
before  turning  and  walking  back  to 
the  car. 

The  handsome  man  stood 
watching.  He  took  Nicole's  arm 
with  his  free  hand  and  began  walk- 
ing with  her  to  the  house. 

"Who  was  that?"  he  asked. 

The  woman  with  the  too  sad 
eyes  turned  and  looked  one  last 
time  at  the  tall,  slim  woman  stand- 
ing on  the  sidewalk,  the  woman 
who  had  once  been  her  husband. 
"Oh,"  she  said,  "just  someone  I 
used  to  know." 
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The  Case  of  Mistaken  Identity 
Part  3: 

Drag  Racing,  or  My  Drag  Body 

by 

Gordene  O.  MacKenzie  & Nancy  Nangeroni 


Previously, 

our  drag  queen  transvestite 
gender  detectives  Joan  “don't  fuck 
with  me  boys"  Crawford  and 
Norma  Diva  Dyke  Desmond 
encounter  a desperate  young 
transwoman,  Brenda,  fleeing  from 
a mental  hospital  and  a family  that 
rejected  hir.  S/he  begs  Joan  and 
Norma,  specialists  in  investigating 
gender  crimes,  to  help  hir.  They 
sequester  hir  at  the  house  of  a 
friend  (Rita)  and  pay  a visit  to  hir 
mother  and  father,  Julia  and  Bestor 
Mamerika.  Hoping  to  convince 
them  Brenda  needed  to  be  hirself, 
Joan  and  Norma  instead  encounter 
disaster.  Ms.  Mamerika  threatens 
to  have  them  arrested  if  their  "son" 
is  not  returned.  Back  at  the  office, 
Joan  receives  a phone  call  from  Mr. 
Mamerika,  asking  for  a meeting 
with  Joan  alone.  She  reluctantly 
agrees.  Before  leaving  the  office, 
Joan  calls  their  friend  Rita  to  check 
on  the  young  transwoman,  only  to 
find  that  Brenda  has  disappeared. 
The  meeting  with  Bestor  Mamerika 
turns  nearly  disastrous  when  he 
pulls  a gun,  insisting  on  his  "son's" 
immediate  return.  Partner  Norma, 
though,  cleverly  turns  the  tables, 
thoroughly  disarming  Mamerika. 
Bestor  eventually  agrees  to  read  up 
on  trans  issues  and  to  speak  with 
another  parent  of  a trans  child.  We 
left  Joan  and  Norma  standing  on 
the  street,  stunned  to  find  that 
Joan's  car  has  been  stolen.  Norma 
finds,  left  behind  by  the  mysterious 
thief,  a note  that  raises  more  ques- 
tions than  answers. 

I snatched  the  note  frantically 
from  Norma's  hand.  My  glazed 


eyes  burned  through  the  signature. 
"Brenda!"  Norma  and  I shouted 
her  name  simultaneously  in  the 
sharp  electronic  pitch  only  drag 
queens  can  emit.  As  if  to  punctuate 
our  screeching  duet,  a bolt  of  light- 
ning ignited  the  whole  western  sky, 
revealing  the  sacred  pink  moun- 
tains. Awed  by  the  sight,  I,  Joan 
"don't  fuck  with  me  boys" 
Crawford,  transvestite  drag  queen 
gender  detective,  dedicated  to 
solving  gender  crimes,  was  struck 
by  a personal  lightning  bolt.  Was 
the  missing  clue  in  this  Case  of 
Mistaken  Identity  that  I had  in  fact 
failed  to  solve  my  own  "mistaken 
identity?"  Now,  thunderously  vul- 
nerable without  my  car,  unan- 
swered questions  haunted  me. 

Thinking  of  seventeen-year-old 
Brenda  behind  the  wheel  of  MY 
CAR  precipitated  a flashback  to 
myself  at  age  seventeen.  Sweat 
broke  out  across  my  forehead.  My 
heart  felt  as  if  it  was  pounding  out 
of  my  body.  I never  remembered 
hitting  the  pavement,  but  I do 
remember  the  hallucinations 
induced  by  the  bump  on  my  head. 

Suddenly  I was  reliving  scenes 
from  my  undefeated  drag  racing 
days.  At  seventeen  I had  no  fear, 
only  a wild  desire  to  have  my  body 
travel  as  fast  as  it  could  in  a hunk 
of  metal.  I heard  the  sounds  of  the 
guy's  engines,  gunning,  daring  me, 
as  we  peeled  out  of  the  city,  our 
speedometers  and  heart  rates 
pumping  well  over  120  mph.  My 
'57  Chevy  rushed  past  their  egos. 
Once  while  racing  down  Route  66, 
the  captain  of  the  football  team, 
unable  to  concede  he  was  losing  to 
a "girl,"  bumped  me  from  behind. 


knocking  my  two  wheels  over  the 
crest  road.  I remembered  looking 
down  maybe  1,000  feet,  wondering 
if  this  was  how  it  was  all  going  to 
end.  Was  this  it?  My  steel  blue 
Chevy  teetered.  Afraid  that  open- 
ing the  door  would  knock  it  over 
the  cliff,  I begrudgingly  crawled 
out  of  the  window.  Vulnerable  now 
without  my  armor,  just  as  I lifted 
my  right  foot  out,  my  car  rolled 
down  the  cliff,  bursting  into 
flames.  This  is  the  story  of  my  life. 
After  watching  my  soul  go  up  in 
flames  too  many  times  over  the 
years,  I was  very  skilled  in  not  let- 
ting anyone  get  too  close. 

When  I regained  consciousness 
I saw  copper  sequins,  black  lace, 
jaguar  print,  and  black  velvet  and 
sheer  magenta  fabrics  Norma  had 
lain  across  my  body  like  a cosmic 
shroud.  Hir  voice  woke  me  from 
my  reverie.  This  6-foot  tall  gender 
detective  had  pierced  my  psychic 
membrane  with  her  lavender  eye- 
brows and  exquisitely  done 
Cleopatra  eyes.  Helping  me  to  my 
feet,  Norma  suggested  "Sweetie, 
you  need  a drink!"  Still  unsteady. 
S/he  led  me  into  the  loud  tavern 
directly  behind  us.  I was  a slave  to 
the  way  s/he  proudly  wore  hir  big- 
ger than  life  femininity.  Norma 
yanked  hir  gold  star  and  comet 
shawl  out  of  hir  fabric  bag  and 
flagged  down  the  bartender.  Hir 
throaty  voice  rose  above  the  crowd. 
Familiar  reality,  where  have  I seen 
you  before? 

I paced  the  perimeter  of  the  bar 
like  a caged  animal  while  Norma 
kept  a close  eye  on  me.  A tall  lanky 
queen,  dripping  in  red  sequins, 
hugged  me.  "Relax  honey,"  she 
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said.  Outside,  I heard  somebody 
gun  their  engine.  The  sound  threw 
the  gearshift  of  my  mind  back  to 
my  missing  car.  For  me,  drag  rac- 
ing had  been  a "safe"  way  to  access 
desires  forbidden  to  certain  bodies 
in  certain  times.  Just  as  I started 
losing  myself  in  the  memory  of 
rounding  a treacherous  curve  at 
130-mph,  wearing  only  my 
Victoria's  Secret  gold  lace  lingerie 
and  silk  lace  top  stockings,  a loud 
knock  on  the  window  and  a famil- 
iar voice  calling  "Joan"  shook  me 
from  my  car  dreams.  I pressed  clos- 
er to  the  glass  and  saw  Kate,  the 
transactivist  transbabe  (who  had 
hired  us  to  investigate  horizontal 
hostility  in  the  gender  community, 
see  "The  Case  of  Horizontal 
Hostility")  on  her  roller-blades, 
frantically  motioning  for  me  to 
come  out. 

As  I opened  the  door  and  came 
face  to  face  with  the  transbabe,  cut- 
ting an  impressive  vision  in  her 
Transexual  Menace  sweatshirt  and 
purple  velvet  leggings,  standing 
high  atop  her  rollerblades,  I felt  my 
engine  rev.  She  clearly  understood 
all  about  drag  racing  and  speed, 
but  I'm  not  that  easily  impressed 
— or  at  least,  that's  what  I like  to 
think. 

"It's  happened  again,"  she 
gasped,  out  of  breath.  Our  eyes 
locked  for  a moment,  and  for  just 
an  instant  an  energy  intense 
enough  to  blast  us  both  into  anoth- 
er galaxy  surged  between  us.  She 
put  her  hand  gently  on  my  shoul- 
der. I felt  a rush  of  high-speed 
exhilaration  from  her  touch,  but 
the  steel  shoulder  pads  held.  It  was 
hard  to  act  stealth  with  my  car 
gone. 

Her  voice  trembled  just  a bit. 
She  was  clearly  shaken.  Something 
was  happening,  something  serious. 
After  fighting  briefly  for  more  air, 
she  asked,  "Can  we  meet  at  your 
office  in  exactly  two  hours?" 

I'm  not  accustomed  to  follow- 
ing other  people  around,  and  I cer- 
tainly don't  like  being  kept  in  the 
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dark.  "What's  going  on?"  I asked. 

I saw  the  transbabe's  face  melt, 
and  for  just  an  instant,  I thought 
she  was  going  to  cry. 

The  transbabe's  name  was 
Kate.  Picture  a young  Katherine 
Hepburn,  her  queenly  plumage 
shining  brightly  from  under  a 
highly  polished,  pleasingly-shaped 
veneer.  Well-educated  but  smart 
enough  to  recognize  the  pitfalls  of 
book  learning,  she  made  a name  for 
herself  by  putting  her  many  skills 
in  service  to  the  trans  community. 
Of  course,  she  had  issues  of  her 
own  to  deal  with,  and  she  wasn't 
shy  about  facing  them,  when  she 
could  positively  identify  one.  That 
was  one  of  the  secrets  of  her  suc- 
cess: she  was  relentless  in  self-crit- 
icism and  self-expansion.  Kate 
made  of  herself  a fast-moving,  bril- 
liant light  of  endlessly  changing 
colors  and  patterns,  fascinating  to 
behold,  but  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible to  catch. 

Kate's  gender  was  somewhere 
between  male  and  female.  She 
looked  very  feminine,  with  a beau- 
tiful face  and  smile,  slender  figure 
and  nice  breasts,  but  she  was  also 
somewhat  tall,  with  large  hands 
and  feet,  and  an  ability,  like  mine 
and  Norma's,  to  drop  her  voice  to 
manly  registers  that  could  be  dis- 
concerting to  the  unsuspecting. 

Kate  spent  her  first  35  years  as 
a guy,  but  hated  being  a success 
object  and  even  now  still  fought 
with  herself  to  value  personal  plea- 
sure more  and  personal  achieve- 
ment less.  Judging  by  the  good  she 
was  doing  on  a variety  of  fronts, 
and  the  fact  that  someone  so  obvi- 
ously capable  still  struggled  alone, 
she  was  clearly  still  trying  to  wres- 
tle her  own  soul  off  the  achieve- 
ment track. 

Kate  regained  control  of  her 
emotions.  "I  just  got  a call  from  a 
reporter.  There's  been  another  tran- 
ny  murder.  They  found  the  body  of 
a young  male-to-female  transper- 
son in  an  alley  last  night.  I just 
came  from  the  police  station.  They 


still  haven't  identified  the  body. 
I'm  on  my  way  to  the  coroner's 
office,  to  see  if  I can  identify  hir." 

Norma  and  I looked  at  each 
other,  and  instantly  agreed,  with  a 
glance,  that  we  were  going  with 
Kate.  We  had  to  know  if  it  was 
Brenda.  "Joan,  not  another  mur- 
der!" Norma  wailed,  stomping  her 
big  heels  into  the  floor.  Fed  up  and 
ready  to  launch,  I patted  my  shoul- 
der holster.  Familiar  reality,  where 
have  I seen  you  before? 

To  find  a murdered  transperson 
in  an  alley  is,  unfortunately,  not 
unusual.  In  our  city  alone,  there 
had  been  six  such  murders  in  the 
last  seven  years.  Not  one  of  them 
was  solved.  I guess  that's  to  be 
expected  from  a police  force  that 
routinely  takes  condoms  away 
from  the  tranny  street  girls  and 
performs  their  share  of  violence 
against  transpeople.  Just  this  last 
year  in  our  fair  city,  nearly  half  of 
all  incidents  of  violence  against 
transpeople  were  perpetrated  by 
cops.  Some  say  such  incidents  are 
on  the  rise. 

Whatever  direction  things  may 
be  headed,  one  thing  is  clear:  this 
stuff  has  got  to  stop,  and  someone 
has  got  to  stop  it.  It  isn't  just  going 
to  go  away  by  itself.  That's  where 
you  and  I come  in.  We  need  to 
focus  our  attention  on  this  cruel 
situation.  As  long  as  we  turn  a 
blind  eye,  those  whose  gender  is  so 
charged  and  conflicted  they  get 
relief  by  beating  up  on  gender 
transgressors  will  continue  their 
cowardly  ways.  If  we  could  just 
shine  a spotlight  on  our  culture's 
gender-limited  brain,  maybe  we 
could  all  see  a little  more  clearly 
through  our  gender  differences. 

In  the  meantime,  yet  another 
tranny  girl  was  dead,  a family  was 
about  to  get  some  bad  news,  and  a 
community  was  about  to  get  a 
shock,  one  that  would  no  doubt 
mobilize  some  to  action,  others  to 
divisiveness.  It  was  time  to  get  to 
work. 

"We're  coming  with  you,"  I 


told  Kate.  "We've  been  trying  to 
catch  up  with  a young  runaway 
transwoman,  Brenda."  I didn't 
have  to  say  any  more.  The  look  in 
Kate's  eye  told  me  that  she  instant- 
ly understood  the  horror  that  now 
ate  at  the  hearts  of  Norma  and 
myself.  She  knew  the  job  of  gender 
detective  was  unpaid,  that  Norma 
and  I took  cases  on  merit,  not 
money.  The  babe  worked  the  same 
way. 

"OK,"  said  Kate,  "let's  get 
moving.",  as  if  we  were  planning  a 
picnic  before  starting,  or  some- 
thing. 

"I'll  call  a taxi,"  offered  Norma. 
She  turned  to  the  babe.  "Joan's  car 
is  missing.  We  think  Brenda  took 
it." 

With  that  reminder,  separation 
anxiety  ripped  through  the  fabric 
of  myself.  Now  that  my  beloved 
car  was  missing,  my  confidence 
was  really  starting  to  crack.  Cars, 
for  me,  had  always  been  big  erotic 
machines,  the  husks  that  held  my 
identity.  A taxi?  I'd  simply  have  to 
manage. 

Meanwhile  Kate's  expression 
had  become  animated.  "I  think  I 
might  have  seen  her!  Someone  was 
parking  your  car  over  on 
Broadway  near  Queen's  Way.  She 
looked  like  she  might  be  a tranny.  I 
figured  it  must  be  a friend  of 
yours." 

Norma  and  I opened  our  eyes 
wide,  hoping  the  news  meant 
Brenda  was  still  alive.  Then  Kate 
shouted,  "Come  on.  I've  got  a cab!" 
We  ran  for  the  open  door. 

We  all  but  fainted  when,  out- 
side the  coroner's  office,  I spied  my 
car,  looking  as  lovely  and 
unscratched  as  ever.  Momentarily 
distracted  by  the  reemergence  of 
my  ego,  I was  taken  aback  to  see 
Brenda  emerging  from  the  build- 
ing, stumbling  on  the  steps  outside 
the  door.  I moved  quickly  and 
caught  her  in  my  arms  as  she  dis- 
solved in  tears,  sobbing  "It's  not 
fair!  It's  not  fair!  She  was  so  young, 
so  young  and  so  smart!  It's  not 


fair!" 

After  a few  minutes  spent 
awash  in  her  grief,  Brenda  looked 
up  and  told  us,  "It  was  Corita.  She 
was  only  17,  and  she  never  hurt 
anyone!  And,"  she  sobbed  again, 
"and  her  face!  I couldn't  even  rec- 
ognize her.  And  her  body,  they  said 
nearly  every  bone  was  broken,  she 
was  beaten  so  hard  and  so  many 
times  with  a baseball  bat."  Again 
she  broke  down,  and  we  took  turns 
comforting  her. 

We  took  turns  going  inside  so 
that  we  could  each  bear  witness  to 
the  hideous  brutality  done  to  our 
sister.  Poor  Corita's  body  barely 
looked  human,  so  misshapen  was  it 
from  the  brutal  beating  she  had 
received  prior  to  and  after  the  mul- 
tiple knife  wounds  that  killed  her. 
That  horrible  image  emblazoned 
forever  on  my  consciousness 
reminded  me  once  again  that  this  is 
not  yet  a free  country  and  our  work 
is  far  from  done. 

I felt  small  and  vulnerable  in 
my  big  leather  coat.  I longed  for 
the  safety  of  my  car.  It  wasn't  until 
later,  after  we  said  goodbye  to  Kate 
and  Norma  and  Brenda  and  I 
climbed  into  my  '68  gold  Chrysler 
Imperial,  that  my  senses  started 
returning  to  normal.  My  car  easily 
found  her  way  back  to  familiar 
ground  and  we  stumbled  wearily 
back  into  our  office.  The  coroner's 
office  had  been  a nightmare,  but  at 
least  the  nightmare  didn't  include 
Brenda.  The  victim,  Corita,  was  a 
young  Latina  girl.  No  surprise 
there.  It's  tough  enough  to  be  a 
tranny,  but  to  also  be  of  color  in  a 
country  that  reveres  whiteness  so 
much  it  keeps  its  leadership  in 
white  houses  and  identifies  that 
color  as  synonymous  with 
"virtue,"  is  to  be  held  captive  in  a 
predatory  and  punishing  horror 
show. 

Norma  noticed  the  message  on 
the  answering  machine.  All  I could 
think  about  was  catching  the  mur- 
derer. The  message  was  from 
Brenda's  dad.  He  sounded  tight  as 


a drum,  agitated  and  scared  silly. 

"Hello,  this  is  Bestor 
Mamerika.  Have  you  seen  the 
news?  Please,  tell  me  it's  not  our 
child.  Please,  oh  god,  please  tell  me 
it's  not  our  child!  Please,  if  you 
know  anything  at  all,  please  call 
us,  we'll  pay  you,  anything,  just 
tell  me  it's  not  our  child." 
Apparently  the  murder  story  had 
caught  the  attention  of  the  press 
because  of  the  number  of  stab 
wounds  — or  maybe  it  was  the  fact 
that  the  murderer  had  tried  to  hide 
the  evidence  by  starting  a fire,  the 
fire  had  damaged  someone's  busi- 
ness, and  the  owner  was  making  a 
fuss,  complaining  that  trannies 
attract  this  kind  of  trouble.  It's 
funny  how  the  media  always 
reports  things  a certain  way.  It's 
always  about  how  someone  else  is 
such  a hard-working,  decent  per- 
son and  the  tranny  victim  is  nega- 
tively stereotyped  as  someone 
caught  up  in  a lifestyle  of  drugs 
and  prostitution.  Their  life  is  not 
seen  as  comparable  to  the  disrup- 
tion of  the  life  of  a "decent,  hard- 
working good  citizen."  This  insane 
logic  makes  me  want  to  puke.  As  if 
the  decent,  hard-working  citizenry 
never  fired  a tranny  for  iiot  being 
"straight"  enough,  never  laughed 
at  a crossdresser,  or  never  lusted 
after  a tranny  "sex  toy."  It's  a sad 
fact  that  some  folks  prey  on  the 
lifeblood  of  others,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  vulnerability  the  stigma 
produces  in  those  they  stigmatize. 
The  streets  of  our  cities  are  home 
for  the  poor  discarded  souls  whose 
inner  grace  finds  no  accommoda- 
tion in  the  narrowly  righteous  reli- 
gious and  moral  fervor  that  wields 
such  influence  over  so  many.  Their 
needless  and  terrible  suffering, 
perpetuated  by  all  who  believe  the 
lies,  reveals  the  distance  between 
truth  and  our  so-called  "freedom 
and  justice  for  all." 

I watched  Brenda  as  s/he  lis- 
tened to  the  tape  of  hir  father, 
scared  out  of  his  wits  over  her.  I 
have  to  say,  for  a kid  who  had  been 
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locked  up  and  electroshocked, 
chased  and  chastened,  s/he  had  a 
lot  of  compassion  for  the  guy.  Our 
eyes  met. 

"Can  I make  a phone  call?" 
s/he  asked,  hir  voice  barely  audi- 
ble. 

"Of  course,  hon.  Do  you  want 
to  be  alone?" 

"No,  that's  OK,"  s/he  replied. 
Slowly  and  deliberately,  s/he 
picked  up  the  phone  and  dialed  the 
phone  number  of  hir  parents,  the 
people  who  had  committed  hir  to  a 
living  hell.  I could  hear  the  faint 
ring  signal  from  across  the  room. 
Norma  and  I froze,  listening  to  the 
drama  unfolding  in  front  of  us.  We 
heard  a soft  click,  then  Bestor 
Mamerica's  tinny  voice. 

"Hello?" 

"Hello,  Dad?"  Brenda  spoke 
softly,  but  with  a strong  compas- 
sion. 

"Is  that  you,  Brian?"  Mamerica 
sounded  weak,  on  the  verge  of  col- 
lapse. 

"Yes  dad,  it's  me.  I'm  OK." 

"Oh  Brian,  Brian,  thank  God 
you're  all  right." 

"My  name's  Brenda,  Dad,  it's 
Brenda.  Can't  you  please  call  me 
Brenda?"  Brenda's  voice  never 
wavered. 

"OK,  yes.  I'm  sorry,  that's 
right,  it's  Brenda.  Your  mom  and  I 
talked  about  it,  and  we  agreed  it's 
OK,  anything  is  better  than  losing 
you.  We  met  some  other  parents  of 
kids  like  you,  and  maybe  it's  not  so 
bad  once  you  get  used  to  it,  that's 
what  they  said." 

Julia  Mamerika's  voice  came  on 
the  line.  "Honey,  we're  so  relieved 
you're  OK,  please  come  home, 
please,  BRENDA.  We  promise  we'll 
work  things  out,  we  won't  try  to 
force  you  to  act  like  a boy,  we 
promise.  We're  sorry  about  what's 
happened.  We  didn't  know  any 
better,  we  just  did  what  the  doctors 
told  us  to  do." 

Bestor's  voice  came  back  on  the 
phone.  "Honey,  where  are  you? 
We'll  come  right  over  and  get  you." 
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"I  don't  know,"  Brenda  whis- 
pered. "I  don't  have  any  other 
place  to  go,  and  I don't  want  to  end 
up  dead  like  Corita.  She  was  a run- 
away too.  We  met  at  the  clinic.  Her 
parents  hated  her  because  they 
said  she  brought  shame  on  the  fam- 
ily. They  tried  putting  her  in  the 
clinic  but  their  insurance  ran  out 
and  they  wouldn't  take  her  back. 
She  was  staying  with  a friend  who 
couldn't  get  work  as  a woman,  so 
she  resorted  to  sex  work  and  they 
had  a big  fight  cause  Corita  hated 
the  Johns,  and  her  friend  threw  her 
out.  She  hated  sex  work  and 
refused  to  do  it.  She  felt  it  was 
demeaning  and  that  the  Johns  were 
just  out  to  get  themselves  off  and 
didn't  care  if  the  girls  lived  or  died. 
I just  found  out  this  morning. 
That's  why  I left  Rita's  and  took 
Joan's  car.  I was  trying  to  find 
Corita  so  I could  help  her.  She  was 
too  young  and  too  tranny  to  get 
straight  work,  and  in  need  of  a true 
friend.  I thought  I could  bring  her 
back  to  Rita's  because  she  was  so 
accepting."  Brenda  was  sobbing 
again.  The  phone  was  silent  for  a 
long  time.  Then  Julia  Mamerika's 
voice  spoke  up. 

"Brenda,  please  believe  us.  I 
don't  know  what  we  were  think- 
ing. I guess  we  just  got  too  caught 
up  in  plans  for  the  future  and  hav- 
ing the  things  that  we  want,  and 
forgot  about  the  present  and  the 
people  we  love.  I promise  you,  this 
won't  happen  again.  From  now  on, 
you're  your  own  person,  and  we 
will  respect  that.  Just  let  us  help 
you,  and  maybe  we  can  all  learn  to 
love  one  another  a little  better." 

This  just  made  Brenda  cry  even 
harder,  but  there  was  a change.  A 
cloud  lifted,  and  Norma  and  I both 
sighed  quietly.  I was  happy  for 
Brenda,  but  painfully  reminded  of 
my  exile  from  my  own  family  for 
gender  nonconformity.  Only 
recently,  after  numerous  attempts, 
Norma's  mom  had  finally  opened 
up  to  communication  with  hir. 

I was  distracted  from  my  rever- 


ie by  Brenda,  who  was  trying  to 
hand  me  the  phone.  "It's  my  Dad," 
s/he  said,  "he  wants  to  talk  with 
you."  S/he  was  smiling  faintly,  and 
hir  eyes  were  beginning  to  shine 
ever  so  slightly. 

"Uh,  hello?"  I ventured.  The 
voice  on  the  other  end  of  the  line 
was  barely  recognizable  as  the  one 
belonging  to  the  guy  who  just 
hours  earlier  had  stuck  a gun  in  my 
rib  cage. 

"I  just  want  you  to  know  how 
grateful  we  are  to  have  our  daugh- 
ter back,"  said  Mamerika. 

"He  said  daughter!"  I tossed  at 
Norma,  who  beamed  in  reply, 
jumped  out  of  hir  chair,  came  over 
to  where  I was  sprawled,  and 
pressed  her  ear  against  the  phone. 

"I  don't  know  how  to  ever 
thank  you  and  Norma,  but  Julia 
and  I are  changing  our  thinking  on 
these  things.  Maybe  we  have  been 
a little  too  hung  up  on  our  own 
ideas  of  how  things  ought  to  be, 
and  have  not  listened  carefully 
enough  to  our  daughter  and  you 
two.  Do  you  think  maybe  you  and 
Norma  could  spare  a few  minutes 
from  your  busy  schedule  and  join 
us  all  for  dinner  sometime  soon?" 

A huge  smile  raced  across 
Norma's  face. 

"Well,  thanks,  Bestor,  we'd  love 
to  be  there  and  will  make  it  if  we 
can,  but  we're  gender  detectives 
investigating  gender  crimes.  We 
long  for  the  day  when  we  don't 
have  such  a heavy  workload." 

"I  understand,"  he  replied.  After  a 
few  more  gratuities  and  plans  for 
them  to  come  get  Brenda,  we  hung 
up. 

Later,  with  our  case  finally 
wrapped  up  and  Brenda  safely 
home  with  newly  loving  parents, 
Norma  and  I peeled  out  for  the  Big 
Galaxy  Fabric  Store  in  the  Black 
Hole  Shopping  Center.  Once 
inside,  we  became  lost  among  the 
bolts  of  lush  fabric.  Norma  and  I 
filled  our  carts  with  the  threads  of 
life,  the  DNA,  the  strings  we  are  all 
made  from.  We  moved  from  fabric 


to  fabric,  touching  the  gorgeous 
cloths  that  had  the  power  to  trans- 
port us  into  another  dimension, 
free  from  worry.  "Joan!  Joan!" 
Norma  hollered  excitedly,  clutch- 
ing her  chest  and  arching  her 
lavender  eyebrows  in  ecstasy.  S/he 
handed  me  a pomegranate  red  fab- 
ric that  looked  and  felt  magical, 
like  the  fractal  chaos  of  life  itself, 
woven  with  spirals,  embroidered 
crows,  and  wild  colors.  As  1 
touched  it,  a part  of  me  woke  up.  1 
looked  at  Norma  and  we  both 
sighed  at  the  beauty  around  us. 
Moving  in  a slower  cadence 
through  the  Big  Galaxy  Fabric 
Store,  our  hearts  resynchronized 
with  the  soothing  galaxy  of  chaos. 

I spied  an  Orion  Nebula  cloth 
with  star  nurseries  bursting  across 
thick  black  velvet.  Reaching  out  to 
touch  the  inviting  material,  I 
instead  found  another  hand  caress- 
ing the  cloth.  Our  fingers  met 
across  the  stars,  or  was  it  the  stars 
that  leapt  the  gap  between  our  fin- 
gers? I looked  up  and  saw  the 
shyly  smiling  face  of  Kate,  the 
transbabe  on  blades.  "Um,  I was 
hoping  I might  find  you  here"  she 
said.  I was  dazzled.  Her  smile  was 
more  beautiful  than  any  of  the 
cloth.  For  a moment  I was  lost  in 
her  solar  system.  "There's  some- 
thing about  your  eyes,"  she  was 
saying,  "that  makes  me  think  of  an 
ancient  wisdom." 

I felt  weak  at  the  ankles,  as  if 
she  tapped  something  deep  within 
me  that  I had  never  shared  until 
now.  "You  do  good  work,"  I whis- 
pered. "We  couldn't  have  solved 
the  case  without  you." 

"Joan."  Her  hand  brushed  my 
long  wavy  red/gold  hair,  "Corita's 
murderer  committed  suicide."  I 
was  shocked  back  into  reality.  "He 
left  a note  saying  he  was  so  sorry, 
but  his  gender  and  sexuality  were 
so  messed  up  he  took  it  out  on 
Corita.  He  said  he  hated  himself 
and  could  not  live  with  what  he 
had  done.  He  pleaded  for  help  for 
people  like  him."  Our  tears  rained 


down  together  onto  the  Orion 
Nebula  cloth,  and  we  bonded  in 
our  common  grief  over  the  state  of 
a culture  that  produces  such  vic- 
timizers  and  victims. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Kate 
and  I dropped  off  Norma,  clad  in  a 
topaz-and-emerald  metallic  paisley 
dress  highlighted  by  topaz  eye- 
brows, at  the  airport,  where  she 
was  headed  for  a visit  with  her 
mother.  Then  we  walked  through 
the  pink  mountains  for  a whole 
day. 

That  night,  for  the  first  time  in 
my  life,  I,  Joan  "don't  fuck  with  me 
boys"  Crawford,  left  some  of  my 
armor  locked  safely  in  my  car  and 
climbed  into  the  arms  of  the  trans- 
babe as  she  climbed  into  my  arms. 
I dressed  her,  and  she  in  turn 
dressed  me,  in  the  colors  of  the  sky, 
the  sea,  the  desert,  and  all  the 
galaxies.  As  the  new  day  dawned 
with  a spectacular  color  show  of 


pink,  gold,  orange  and  blue,  I came 
to  the  realization  that  my  identity 
as  a female,  transvestite  drag 
queen  was  not  a mistake.  Finally,  I 
had  met  someone  who  saw  deeply 
into  my  charred  soul  and  liked  me 
for  who  I was.  The  feeling  was 
mutual. 

We  breakfasted  at  a cozy  little 
hole  in  the  wall,  then  I reluctantly 
dropped  Kate  off  at  her  place, 
where  her  cats  noisily  scolded  her 
for  their  late  feeding.  We  parted 
with  many  tender  assurances  and  I 
drove  my  car  slowly  back  to  the 
office,  where  I knew  another  gen- 
der case  was  surely  waiting.  But 
for  now,  my  mind  remained  with 
our  recent  pleasures  that  had  taken 
the  shape  of  50  billion  galaxies  of 
gender. 
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Beyond  Rent 
HEDWIG  Inches 
toward  Boston 

by  Gary  Susman 

KEVIN  CAHOON  HAS  A 
MIGHTY  BIG  WIG  TO  FILL. 
It's  formidable  enough  just  to 
be  starring  in  Hedwig  and  the 
Angry  Inch,  the  long-running 
Off  Broadway  rock-musical 
hit  about  a German-born 
transsexual  trailer-trash 
glam-punk  diva.  But  he's  up 
against  the  show's  cult  of 
repeat-visiting  fans  and  their 
association  of  the  role  with  its 
creator,  John  Cameron 
Mitchell,  who  wrote  the  book 
and  lyrics  with  composer 
Stephen  Trask  and  who  will 
play  Hedwig  in  the  soon-to- 
film  movie.  What's  more, 
Cahoon  is  spearheading  the 
show's  first  appearance  out- 
side Manhattan,  a production 
that  will  inaugurate  the 
Teutonic  trouper's  master 
plan  for  world  domination. 

Yet  he  seems  unfazed  by 
the  challenge.  "It's  exciting, 
abso-lutely.  It's  really  an 
honor  and  a thrill  to  do,"  he 
says  after  a rehearsal  for  the 
Boston  production  at  the  57 
Theatre,  which  will  introduce 
the  first  non-New  York  audi- 
ence to  the  musical  beginning 
September  28.  "It's  certainly 
its  own  breed  of  show,  part 
concert,  part  stand-up,  part 
theater,  but  I think  people 
will  be  surprised  at  how 
accessible  it  is." 

Actually,  Cahoon,  whose 
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Broadway  musical  credits 
include  "Tommy"  and  "The 
Lion  King,"  has  already  been 
with  the  New  York  produc- 
tion for  a year,  first  as  under- 
study for  Mitchell  and  then 
for  Michael  Cerveris  (the 
original  star  of  Broadway's 
Tommy)  and  finally  as  the  star 
for  the  last  couple  of  months. 
(With  his  departure  to  Boston 
last  week,  he  handed  over  the 
gender-blurring  role  to  none 
other  than  Breakfast-Club- 
freak-turned-indie-film-icon 
Ally  Sheedy.)  Of  the  show's 
90  straight  minutes  of  song, 
dance,  and  storytelling,  he 
says,  "It's  like  singing  a rock 
concert  eight  times  a week. 
It's  exhilarating.  Our  band  is 
so  tight  and  together.  They 
rock." 

In  the  play,  Hedwig  (nee 
Hansel)  recounts  how,  in 
order  to  marry  a GI  lover  and 
escape  from  East  Berlin,  she 
had  an  unsuccessful  sex- 
change  operation  (hence  the 
angry  inch).  Abandoned  in  a 
Midwestern  trailer  park, 
songstress  Hedwig  took  on  a 
protege,  whom  she  dubbed 
Tommy  Gnosis,  only  to  see 
him  become  a world-famous 
rocker  and  snub  her.  During 
the  Manhattan  performances 
of  Hedwig,  at  the  Jane  Street 
Theatre  (on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson,  at  the  edge  of  the 
seedy  cruising  grounds  of  the 
meat-packing  district  in 
Greenwich  Village),  the  audi- 
ence can  hear  echoes  of  a 
Tommy  Gnosis  concert,  sup- 
posedly across  the  river  at 
New  Jersey's  Meadowlands 
Stadium. 

Cahoon  and  Team 
Hedwig  have  to  alter  these 
local  references  for  Boston,  of 
course.  "I'm  racking  my 
brain  talking  to  native 


Ally  Sheedy  as  Hedwig  at 
GenderPac  Fund-Raiser 


NEW  YORK — In  a fundraiser  for 
GenderPac  on  Sunday,  24  October, 
Ally  Sheedy  starred  as  Hedwig  in  a 
special  benefit  performance  of  the 
smash  off-Broadway  trannie  rock 
musical  "Hedwig  and  the  Angry 
Inch."  Her  performance  drew  raves 
from  the  sold-out  crowd.  More  than 
$10,000  was  raised  for  GenderPAC's 
year  2000  initiative. 

Ms.  Sheedy  spoke  at  a 
GenderPAC  panel  the  preceding 
Friday  and  joined  a reception  after 
the  performance  Sunday  to  answer 
questions,  pose  for  pictures,  and  sign 
posters,  one  of  which  was  promptly 
auctioned  for  $225  to  benefit 
GenderPAC's  Fortune  500  Project. 

Said  GenderPAC's  Riki  Wilchins, 
"This  benefit  was  especially  impor- 
tant to  us.  It  was  our  first  major  fund- 
raiser and  we  needed  it  to  go  well. 
Thanks  to  the  work  of  Gina  Reiss,  our 
new  Director  of  Special  Projects,  and 
a lot  of  community  support,  it  was." 

IFGE  was  a proud  sponsor  of  this 
benefit — Ed. 


Bostonians  about  the  area,"  he 
says.  "Where  are  those  exact 
places,  like  the  meat-packing  dis- 
trict, where  Hedwig  would  lurk? 
It's  going  to  be  a process,  seeing 
what  jokes  work  in  Boston. 

There's  a lot  of  improv  and  ad- 
lib and  working  back  and  forth 
with  the  audience."  Already, 
though,  he  knows  that  Tommy's 
concert  will  be  at  the  nearby  Wang 
Theatre.  "That's  a funny  word  in 
itself.  I'm  sure  we  can  have  fun 
with  that." 

Also,  as  in  New  York,  the 
show  is  staking  its  claim  at  a the- 
ater in  a hotel  (the  57  Theatre  in 


the  Radisson),  in  a room  renovat- 
ed especially  for  Hedwig.  "It's  a 
larger  stage  and  a larger  house,  so 
there  are  a few  adjustments  that 
have  to  be  made.  There  will  be  an 
industrial  look,  as  if  they  hadn't 
finished  the  theater.  Lots  of 
exposed  brick  and  steal  beams. 
Very  under-construction,  which  is 
appropriate." 

In  the  lobby,  theatergoers  will 
be  able  to  buy  more  than  the  usual 
T-shirts  and  CDs:  there's  also 
Hedwig  underwear  "with  a little 
inch  outside  on  the  waistline," 
Cahoon  says.  "I  think  they  should 
do  a makeup  line.  How  many 
women  after 
the  show 
have  gone, 
'Oh,  that  glit- 
ter! That  pol- 
ish!' Men, 
too." 
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The  Hedwig  industry  believes 
the  bewigged  belter  can  linger  in 
the  Theater  District  as  long  as 
Shear  Madness.  Once  the  show  is 
established  at  the  57,  Cahoon  says 
he  sees  himself  moving  on  to 
Toronto,  and  then  to  shows  in  San 
Francisco,  Chicago,  London,  and 
other  cities.  "The  point  is  to  get  the 
companies  open  and  successful 
and  then  move  the  cast  on  to  the 
next  city  to  open  up.  And  the 
movie  is  in  pre-production.  We're 
taking  over  the  world." 

First,  though,  Hedwig  has  to 
prove  in  Boston  that  she  can 
impress  new  viewers  outside  her 
home  base.  "It's  what's  exciting, 
but  it's  also  what's  daunting  about 
it.  But  once  they  [Boston  audi- 
ences] take  the  journey,  they'll  see 
how  it  speaks  to  everyone.  It  real- 
ly has  a universal  appeal." 
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Online  Shopping  • Wigs  • 
Breast  Forms  • Makeovers  • 
Cosmetics  • Lingerie 
Lessons  • Hosiery  • Clothing 
Photo  Sessions  • Bodyshaping  • 
Leather  & Lycra  • Nightclub  Trips  • 
Jewelry  • Shoes  • Wig  Styling  • 
Storage  • Events 

TG  Owned  and  Operated 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at 
thefantasygirl.com 
Visit  our  Salon  and  Store  in  the 
Boston  area 

Call  us  at  (603)  624-1948 


"[As  a woman],  I have  some  social  skills  still  to  learn." 

— Ara  Tripp,  the  postoperative  transsexual  woman  who  spit  flames  and  danced  topless 
from  a 125,000  volt  electric  tower,  disrupting  Seattle  traffic  and  causing  5000  City  Light 
customers  to  lose  power.  Quotation  from  October  19  Seattle  Times  article  by  Nancy  Bartley. 
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Music  in  Brief 


TRANSGENDERED  CANADIAN  MUSICIAN 
Dana  Baitz  sent  us  her  independently  released  CD 
"Flower."  Baitz  wrote,  "Just  lor  fun,  Ive  included  a 
copy  of  a single  I've  recently  completed, 
'Estrofemme.'  The  song  is  fairly  techno-influenced 
and  has  a lot  of  fun  with  the  idea  of  strong  women, 
both  trans  and  not." 

To  your  editor's  ear,  "Flower"  also  seemed  tech- 
no-influenced— but  what  does  your  editor,  a child 
raised  on  rock  'n'  roll,  know  about  modern  music? 
Dana  says  "Flower"  is  ".  . . about  being  yourself  in 
a fierce  way.  The  attitude  is  very  positive,  and  my 
playing  is  aggressive,  combining  the  force  of  rock 
energy  with  rare  classical  instrumentation."  We 
heard  all  that  in  her  music,  and  maybe  more. 


JESSICA  XAVIER  WAS  KIND 
ENOUGH  to  send  us  a pre-release 
cassette  of  her  forthcoming  CD, 
"Changeling"  (Gallae  Records). 
Jessy's  music  is  strong,  proud, 
transsexual  music.  Our  fave? 
Stonewall.  We'll  have  a review  in 
the  next  issue. 

We  were  also  lucky  enough  to  pick  up  a pre- 
release copy  of  "The  Sissy  Show"  CD  at  a perfor- 
mance during  Fantasia  Fair  in  Provincetown. 
Authors  Katherine  Harvey  and  Christine  Howey 
have  produced  a revue  full  of  poignant,  funny,  and 
sometimes  painful  songs.  We  promise  there'll  be 
more  on  the  Sissy  Show  in  the  next  issue. 


Books 

Trans  Forming  Families:  Real  Stories  About  Transgendered  Loved  Ones  by 
Boenke,  Mary.  Imperial  Beach,  CA:  Walter  Trook  Publishing,  1999. 

Reviewed  by  Arlene  Istar  Lev 

THIS  NEW  BOOK  IS  A WONDERFUL  AND  HEARTWARMING  col- 
lection of  stories  by  the  family  members  of  transgendered,  transsexual  and  inter- 
sexed  people.  The  stories  are  written  by  men  and  women,  mothers  and  fathers, 
siblings  and  spouses,  grandparents  and  children  of  trans  identified  people.  Mary 
Boenke  is  a retired  social  worker,  but  this  isn't  a clinical  book.  It's  a healing  book. 
Like  warm  soup  on  a cold  day,  Mary  Boenke's  book  serves  as  a kind  of  herbal 
medicine  for  queer  families.  As  the  mother  of  a transgendered  son  and  a mem- 
ber of  PFLAG,  she  understands  all  too  well  the  inner  journey  of  discovery  for 
family  members  of  transgendered  people.  She  has  collected  a diversity  of  voices 
expressing  the  confusion  and  fears,  as  well  as  fierce  advocacy  and  deep  accep- 
tance that  is  the  journey  of  many  family  members.  It's  the  first  book  of  its  kind.  I know  it  won't  be  the  last. 

Family  members  are  often  in  great  pain — as  Ann  Samson  one  of  the  writers  describes.  "We  came  up  with 
every  alternative  explanation  we  could  think  of  in  order  not  to  have  to  deal  with  the  unthinkable  proposition 
that  our  intelligent,  sensitive,  highly  talented  firstborn  son  would  have  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  coping  with 
a condition  only  those  who  have  it  know  much  about.  No  one  tells  you  that  when  a child  turns  out  to  be  total- 
ly other  than  you  dared  assume,  it's  very  much  like  a death." 

Many  families  come  through  their  initial  rejection  and  pain,  to  a place  of  welcoming  and  excitement  for  their 
loved  ones.  Ann  Giles  discusses  her  husband's  gender  transition  and  says,  "Diane's  transformation  has  provid- 
ed me  with  an  opportunity  for  self-examination,  growth,  and  learning,  and  has  deepened  and  improved  our 
relationship.  She  is  so  much  happier  — gender  euphoric,  she  calls  it  — and  that  happiness  is  reflected  in  our 
lives.  I thought  I was  sacrificing  to  make  Diane  a fulfilled  person,  but  in  truth  I,  too,  have  benefitted  greatly." 

Some  of  the  most  moving  stories  for  me  were  from  the  parents  of  young  trans  children,  who  are  moving 
mountains  in  small  town  schools  so  their  gender-bending  children  are  assured  safety  and  creative  opportunities 
to  grow.  Lovers  and  spouses  — heterosexual  and  queer  — negotiate  the  shifting  of  their  own  sexual  identities 
when  partners  change  their  gender  presentation. 

Mary  Boenke  has  given  us  a gift.  Buy  this  book  and  read  it.  Make  sure  your  local  library  has  a copy,  and  pass 
it  around  to  friends  and  colleagues.  Share  it  with  your  trans  friends  — it  will  give  them  needed  hope.  Let  us 
never  forget  that  our  trans  family  members  need  us  desperately.  Let  us  do  our  work  so  we  can  be  present  for 
their  journey  as  well  as  our  own. 

• Arlene  Istar  Lev  is  a therapist,  educator  and  activist.  She  is  an  individual  and  family  therapist  who  specializes  in 
working  with  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual  and  transgendered  families. 

She  can  be  contacted  by  phone  at  518-463-9152  or  via  e-mail  at  <istarlev@aol.com>. 
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Doing  “Girl”  on  the  Streets  of  Brazil 

By  Jody  Norton 

Travesti:  Sex , Gender,  and  Culture  among  Brazilian  Transgendered 
Prostitutes  by  Don  Kulick.  Chicago:  University  of  Chicago 
Press,  1998. 
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Sex,  Gender 
and  Culture 
among  Brazilian 
dransgendered 
Prostitutes 


IN  TRAVESTI:  SEX,  GENDER,  AND  CULTURE  AMONG  BRAZILIAN 
Transgendered  Prostitutes,  Swedish  anthropologist  Don  Kulick  argues 
that  travestis  (MTF-transgendered  sex  workers)  constitute  a particu- 
larly fascinating  subcultural  demographic,  in  that  they  reflect  the  gen- 
eral understanding  of  sexuality  and  gender  in  Brazilian  society  as  a 
whole.  The  travestis  adopt  female  names,  wear  women’s  clothing  and 
makeup,  take  estrogen  and/or  progesterone,  and  typically  move  from 
hormone  use  to  the  injection  of  up  to  twenty  liters  of  industrial  sili- 
cone into  hips,  buttocks,  breasts,  and  other  body  parts  in  order  to  more 
closely  to  resemble  the  ideal  Brazilian  female.  They  do  not,  however, 
self-identify  as  female,  and  in  fact  regard  Euro- American  transsexuals 
as  both  foolish  (in  giving  up  their  capacity  for  male  sexual  pleasure) 
and  misguided  (they  believe  a genuine  change  of  sex  is  impossible). 
Instead,  they  regard  themselves  as  viados,  or  bichas  “who  ardently  desire  men,  and  who  fashion  and  perfect 
themselves  as  an  object  of  desire  for  those  men"  (6).  Because  they  perform  feminine  heterosexuality  with  great 
steadfastness  of  purpose  and  attention  to  detail,  against  the  grain  of  their  originally  male  bodies,  they  illumi- 
nate with  particular  clarity  femininity  as  a category  of  social  meaning  open  to  both  male-and  female-bodied  per- 
sons, and  homosexuality  understood  as  the  practice  of  being  (like)  a woman  for  a man. 

“Travesti  subjectivity,"  according  to  Kulick,  “is  . . . not  that  of  a woman  nor  that  of  a man,  but  that  of  an 
effeminate  male — a homosexual."  (222)  The  aim  of  the  travestis'  elaborate,  painful,  and  expensive  efforts  to  fem- 
inize themselves,  then,  is  not  to  become  women  (though  this  is  open  to  question  on  the  level  of  the  uncon- 
scious), but  to  "embody  homosexuality  ...  in  the  most  complete,  beautiful,  and  perfect  manner  possible."  (224) 
Because  the  ideal  Brazilian  male  is  one  who  penetrates,  sexually,  but  who  is  never  penetrated,  travestis  seek  to 
form  themselves  as  the  ideal  of  penetrability  (though  they  believe  themselves  both  superior  and  inferior  to 
women — superior  in  the  range  of  their  sexual  possibilities,  inferior  in  their  lack  of  a "natural"  femininity).  They 
do  so  both  for  economic  reasons  (more  feminine  bodies  make  more  money  on  the  street),  and  for  psychological 
reasons:  though  travestis  deny  they  are  or  ever  can  be  women,  they  want  very  much  to  feel  feminine,  and  to  be 
admired  for  their  specifically  feminine  beauty  and  sexual  attractiveness. 

Kulick  argues  that  travestis  share  a gender  with  women,  though  they  are  not  women,  in  that  gender  is 
defined  by  sexual  role:  men  are  those  who  penetrate,  not-men  are  all  those  who  are  penetrated  by  men.  The 
point  that  travestis  and  women  in  some  ways  share  a relation  to  men  is  a good  one,  but  Kulick  does  not  demon- 
strate why  it  makes  sense  to  insist  that  the  shared  role  of  receptor  translates  into  a shared  gender.  Travestis  (part- 
ly, as  Kulick  surmises,  as  a defense  against  their  own  feelings  of  inferiority)  are  typically  quite  disparaging 
towards  women,  asserting  that  women  are  unrealistic  (caught  up  in  romantic  fantasies),  frequently  do  not  take 
care  of  their  appearance  nearly  as  well  as  travestis,  and  generally  occupy  abject  positions  in  society,  whereas 
they  themselves  are  more  competent,  more  attractive,  and  more  versatile.  Furthermore,  travestis,  despite  their 
fantasmatic  femininity,  in  fact  frequently  take  the  role  of  penetrator  (with  a substantial  percentage  of  their 
clients,  and  often  with  casual  male  sex  partners  as  well),  and  enjoy  doing  so.  Thus,  since  travestis  in  many  ways 
disidentify  with  women,  and  since  their  actual  sexual  practices  (in  a society  in  which  sexuality,  as  Kulick  argues, 
is  a crucial  determinant  of  gender)  are  often  those  of  men,  it  makes  little  conceptual  sense  to  place  them  in  the 
same  gender  category  as  women.  Can  we  not  create  more  than  two  categories,  at  this  late  date  --  provided,  that 
is,  that  there  is  still  a reason  to  think  of  gender  as  a matter  of  categories  in  the  first  place? 

Perhaps  a more  profound  reason  why  travestis  and  women  should  be  held  conceptually  separate  is  that  the 
travestis'  interest  in  women's  experience  is  so  radically  limited.  As  Kulick  explains,  “travesti  culture  is  in  many 
ways  an  individualistic  youth  culture.  . . enacted  and  perpetuated  by  individuals  whose  major  preoccupation 
is  not  their  social  lives,  but  rather  their  own  appearance."  (43)  Travestis  typically  have  very  little  interest  in,  or 
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experience  with,  children.  Their  mode  of  relating  to  each  other  is  communal 
only  in  quite  qualified  ways.  More  often,  competition  and  even  outright  sabo- 
tage are  the  norm,  and  compassion  is  in  short  supply.  Even  the  travestis'  rela- 
tions to  their  boyfriends  are  more  about  power  and  self-gratification  than  affec- 
tion. 

While  allowances  must  be  made  for  the  subclass  economic  situation  of 
most  travestis  and  the  general  antipathy  with  which  they  are  viewed  by  the 
public,  it  is  still  the  case  that  few  travestis  either  have  or  want  much  of  the  actu- 
al experience  — either  psychological  or  social  — of  women  in  their  society.  They 
want  a particular,  romanticized  femininity  (looks,  money,  tricks,  boyfriends) 
with  as  few  responsibilities  and  consequences  as  possible.  It  seems  permissible 
to  argue,  then,  that  the  extreme  difference  between  the  imaginary  femininity  of 
the  travestis  and  the  lived  experience  of  Brazilian  working-class  women  (even 
while  the  latter's  imagination  of  femininity  may  be  close  to  that  of  the  travestis) 
should  serve  to  separate  their  historical  socially-sexed  roles  definitively. 

Of  interest  to  readers  of  Transgender  Tapestry  will  be  the  tension  between 
travestis  and  so-called  transformistas,  who  cross-  dress  or  do  drag  shows,  but 
do  not  live  full-time  as  women,  do  not  grow  out  their  hair  in  feminine  styles, 
and  so  on.  Kulick  compares  the  mutual  suspicion  of  these  groups  to  that  of  the 
stage  impersonators  and  street  fairies  in  Esther  Newton's  study  of  U.S.  drag 
culture.  Mother  Camp.  A closer  parallel  might  be  the  submerged  but  neverthe- 
less still  existent  condescension  with  which  many  Euro- American  MTF  transsexuals  and  other  full-time  trans- 
genders view  occasional  crossdressers  and  drag  queens,  and  the  latters'  disparagement  of  transsexuals  and 
transgenders  as  transies,  sex  changes,  and  so  on. 

Kulick's  book  is  cutting  edge,  ethnographically-detailed,  fascinating,  scholarly,  and  theoretically  informed. 
It's  must  reading  for  those  who  want  to  keep  abreast  (so  to  speak)  of  transpeople  in  other  cultures. 


Kulick,  Don.  (1998).  Travesti:  Sex,  Gender,  and  Culture  Among  Brazilian  Transgendered  Prostitutes. 
Chicago:  The  University  of  Chicago  Press,  269  pages 

Reviewed  by  Andrew  Matzner 

Born  as  men,  the  travestis  living  in  Brazil  spend  a great  deal  of  time,  effort,  and  money  to  make  their  bod- 
ies as  feminine  as  possible.  There  are  two  preferred  ways  of  doing  this.  First,  travesti  ingest  huge  amounts  of 
female  hormones,  often  taking  a month's  supply  of  Perlutan  or  Benzoginoestril  in  a single  day.  Second,  traves- 
tis pay  to  have  industrial  liquid  silicon  injected  into  body  parts  such  as  breasts,  buttocks,  and  thighs.  The  com- 
bination of  hormones  and  silicone  provides  travestis  with  shapely  figures.  Yet  travestis  do  not  opt  for  surgery 
to  remove  their  male  genitalia.  Indeed,  they  do  not  self-identify  as  women.  Rather,  travestis  view  themselves  as 
homosexual  men. 

Don  Kulick,  an  anthropologist  from  Sweden,  believes  this  mixture  of  "female  physical  attributes  and  male 
homosexual  subjectivity  makes  travestis  almost  unique  in  the  world"  (p.  6).  He  spent  a year  conducting  field- 
work among  travestis  living  in  Salvador,  Brazil's  third  largest  city,  in  order  to  learn  more  about  the  ways  in 
which  travestis  who  are  sex-workers  conceptualize  their  gender  and  sexuality. 

Discrimination  against  the  transgendered  is  rampant  in  Brazil,  and  it  is  heart-rending  to  read  of  the  physi- 
cal and  verbal  violence  perpetrated  against  travestis  on  a daily  basis.  It's  because  of  this  widespread  transpho- 
bia that  one  of  the  only  career  options  open  to  travestis  is  that  of  prostitute.  Safe  neither  from  the  police  nor  dis- 
turbed individuals  intent  on  murdering  or  maiming  them,  travestis  face  a difficult  struggle  to  make  ends  meet. 
The  lucky  ones  make  their  way  to  Europe,  where  in  countries  such  as  France  and  Italy  they  can  earn  huge 
amounts  of  money  for  their  "Latin  charms,"  and  return  home  to  live  out  the  rest  of  their  days  in  relative  wealth. 

But  while  it's  easy  to  get  bogged  down  in  depression  over  the  hideous  ways  in  which  travestis  are  treated 
by  others,  that  is  only  one  aspect  of  this  book.  Dr.  Kulick  is  particularly  interested  in  the  total  context  of  traves- 
ti existence.  By  paying  careful  attention  to  the  daily  goings-on  of  the  travestis  with  whom  he  resided,  the  author 
is  able  to  fully  describe  how  they  live,  and  how  they  think  about  and  make  sense  of  their  lives. 
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This  last  point  is  significant,  for  what  makes  Dr.  Kulick's  study  so  striking  is  his  attitude  toward  personal 
interviews.  That  is,  this  book  is  thoroughly  infused  with  the  voices  of  travestis.  In  this  sense,  the  researcher  is 
sharing  power  with  those  about  whom  he  is  writing.  Of  course,  I realize  that  a book's  author  has  the  final  say 
over  which  quotes  to  include  and  what  to  leave  out,  and  in  that  sense  there  still  remains  the  possibility  of 
exploitation.  Nevertheless,  Dr.  Kulick's  inclusion  of  a great  deal  of  travesti  dialogue  represents  a break  from  the 
majority  of  revious  cross-cultural  studies  of  transgenderism,  which  have  tended  to  favor  pie-in-the-sky  theoret- 
ical interpretations  as  opposed  to  the  self-narratives  of  transgendered  people. 

While  I admire  Dr.  Kulick's  dedication  to  extensive  fieldwork,  I am  at  the  same  time  disurbed  by  several 
claims  he  makes  about  doing  research  among  travestis.  He  asserts  that  because  he  openly  identified  himself  as 
a "gay"  man,  travestis  were  more  accepting  of  him  and  more  willing  to  provide  him  with  information  than  if  he 
had  been  a woman  or  a straight  male.  Dr.  Kulick  believes  that,  by  virtue  of  his  gayness,  travestis  considered  him 
"one  of  the  girls"  (p.  15),  and  therefore  accepted  him  as  a privileged  insider.  Dr.  Kulick  insinuates  that  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  a non-gay  male  researcher  to  have  conducted  the  level  of  fieldwork  that  he  did.  This 
borders  on  obnoxiousness,  for  it  presumes  that  only  researchers  who  are  "insiders"  can  gain  valid  information 
about  the  group  they  are  studying. 

The  problem  with  Dr.  Kulick's  reasoning  is  that  although  both  he  and  the  travestis  are  sexually  attracted  to 
gender-normative  men.  Dr.  Kulick  does  not  identify  as  transgendered,  while  the  travestis  do.  And  as  Dr.  Kulick 
notes  in  his  text,  "In  the  eyes  of  travestis  ...  all  these  individuals  [i.e.  gender-normative  gay  men]  ...  are  homo- 
sexuals, just  like  themselves.  But  they  are  viados  [i.e. homosexuals]  who  disguise  their  true  nature  and  pretend 
to  be  something  that  they  are  not.  "Travestis  dismiss  these  other  homosexual  subjectivities  and  subsume  them 
as  dishonest  and  arrested  stages  of  what  they  see  as  their  own  fully  developed  and  acknowledged  identity?  (p. 
225).  Therefore  it  seems  odd  that  Dr.  Kulick  would  emphasize  that  his  gayness  enabled  him  to  partake  in  a priv- 
ileged relationship  with  travestis,  since  it  would  appear  that  travestis  view  a gender-normative  gay  man  like  Dr. 
Kulick  as  someone  ashamed  of  his  homosexuality.  Unfortunately,  the  author  never  addresses  this  point. 

Dr.  Kulick  also  notes  that  when  he  began  his  fieldwork,  he  knew  virtually  no  Portuguese.  "My  inability  to 
express  myself  or  understand  much  of  what  anybody  was  saying  was  a source  of  torturous  frustration...."  (p. 
13).  Luckily,  Dr.  Kulick  was  able  to  befriend  a travesti  who  agreed  to  become  his  teacher,  and  helped  him  trans- 
late and  transcribe  interview  tapes. 

Incredibly,  however.  Dr.  Kulick  stresses  that  his  linguistic  incompetence  actually  benefited  his  fieldwork.  He 
reasons  that  because  he  spent  his  first  two  months  of  fieldwork  virtually  silent,  travestis  became  used  to  his 
mute  presence.  And  so,  when  he  finally  began  to  attempt  to  communicate  with  travestis,  they  had  grown  so 
used  to  him  that  they  viewed  him  as  an  unthreatening  person,  and  were  therefore  more  willing  to  accept  him. 

Now,  I do  not  speak  Portuguese,  but  it  must  be  an  incredibly  easy  language  to  learn  if  one  can  become  flu- 
ent in  colloquial  speech  within  one  year.  It  bothers  me  that  Dr.  Kulick  can  enter  his  research  site  without  know- 
ing the  native  tongue,  and  then  stress  that  fact  as  an  advantage. 

Dr.  Kulick's  tone  concerning  his  lack  of  knowledge  of  Portuguese  as  well  as  his  status  as  a gay  man  comes 
off  sounding  condescending  because  he  implies  that  somehow  these  facts  allowed  him  closer  and  deeper 
insights  into  travesti  life.  It  is  noteworthy  that  Dr.  Kulick  does  not  inform  the  reader  exactly  how  the  travestis 
reacted  to  these  two  points,  and  whether  their  views  were  the  same  as  the  author's. 

Of  course,  when  all  is  said  and  done,  these  criticisms  do  not  diminish  the  value  of  this  book.  By  emphasiz- 
ing interactive,  ethnographic  fieldwork.  Dr.  Kulick  highlights  how  important  it  is  for  researchers  to  engage  with 
their  subjects  on  a long-term  basis. 

Well-written,  highly  engaging,  and  extremely  informative,  Travesti  provides  a model  for  future  research 
about  transgenderism  in  cross-cultural  contexts. 

Andrew  Matzner  is  a writer  and  independent  researcher.  He  is  currently  working  on  a book  about  transgen- 
derism in  Thailand.  ▼ 


Visit  the  IFGE  WEBSITE:  www.ifge.org 
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To  add  your  event  to  our  website,  please  log  on  to  www.ifge.org,  then  click  on  GenderEvents  to  add  your  info. 


MARCH  22-26,  2000 
TRANSGENDER  2000 
THE  1 4TH  ANNUAL  IFGE 
CONVENTION 

This  convention  will  be  held-  at  the 
Hilton  Hotel,  Crystal  City,  Arlington, 
VA..  Kerry  Lobel,  Executive  Director 
of  the  NGLTF  (National  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Task  Force),  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker.  See  page  23  in  this 
issue  for  contact  info. 

APRIL  27-30,  2000. 
CALIFORNIA  DREAMIN’ 

Held  in  San  Francisco  at  Golden 
Gateway  Holiday  Inn.  Visit  the  web- 
site for  updates  and  info: 
http:/ /home.flash.net/~dhome/ cadreamin 

MAY  4-7,  2000. 

THE  4TH  INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS  ON 
CROSSDRESSING,  SEX, 
& GENDER 

Held  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
USA,  the  event  will  take  place  at  the 
Warwick  Hotel  in  downtown 
Philadelphia.  Visit  our  website  to 
view  and  download  the  Call  For 
Papers. 

http:/ / www.ren.org/cfp.html 

The  theme  of  the  Congress  is 
"Gender  Variance— Beyond  2000." 
Within  the  larger  theme  the  Congress 
will  attempt  to  explore: 

• Relationships  Between  Gender 
Identity  and  Sexuality 

• Gender  Variance  and  The  Legal 
System  Evolution  of  Gender 

• Gender  Variance  and  Spirituality 


Anyone  interested  in  submitting  a 
paper  should  follow  the  instructions 
on  the  Call  For  Papers  webpage 
http:/ /www. ren.org/cfp.html. 
Those  wishing  more  infomation  on 
attending  the  Congress  should  send 
e-mail  to:  congress@ren.org. 

Angela  Gardner,  Exec  Dir:  610.975.9119 
email:  angela@ren.org 
The  Renaissance  Transgender 
Association,  Inc. 

WWW:  http:/ /www.ren.org 
Publishers  of  Transponder  Community  News 
Web:  http://www.ren.org/rnv.html 

MAY  11-14,  2000 
TIFFANY  CLUB 
SPRING  FLING 

Held  in  Provincetown,  Massachusetts 
each  year.  It  is  likely  to  be  better  than 
ever  this  year. 

Please  visit  TCNE  Online  for  more  info: 
http://www.tcne.org 

MAY  18-20,  2000 
NORTHWEST  TRANS- 
GENDER AND  INTERSEX 
FILM  FESTIVAL 

Held  in  Olympia,  Washington,  USA. 
Please  E-mail  genderqueerfilm- 
fest@hotmail.com  for  info. 

MAY  21-23,  2000 
GENDERPAC 
LOBBY  DAYS 

Held  in  Washington,  D.C.  at  Holiday 
Inn  on  the  Hill.  Please  come  help 
Gpac  educate  and  lobby  Congress  on 
issues  integral  to  transgender  civil 
rights  legislation.  To  make  hotel 
reservations,  please  call:  800-638-1116 


JUNE  7-11,  2000 
BE  ALL  2000 

Held  in  Cincinatti,  Ohio,  USA.  E-mail 
crossport@tgforum.com  for  more 
info. 

JUNE  23-25,  2000 
KINDRED  SPIRITS 
SOLSTICE  CIRCLE 

An  open  gathering  devoted  to  heart 
sharing  and  celebration  at  the  height 
of  solar  energy.  Excellent  opportuni- 
ty for  newcomers.  This  will  be  the 
first  gathering  ever  hosted  at 
Kindred  Spirits'  new  guesthouse  in 
the  mountains  near  Asheville,  NC. 

Contact: 

Holly  Boswell  & Kindred  Spirits 
395  Lakey  Gap  Acres, 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
Phone:  (828)669-3889 
E-mail:  hollyfairy@juno.com 
web  site:  www.TranSpirits.org 

AUGUST  17  - 20,  2000 
8th  ANNUAL  KINDRED 
SPIRITS  CIRCLE 

Celebrating  the  growing  traditions 
and  visions  of  Kindred  Spirits. 
Newcomers  and  veterans  alike  are 
invited  to  share  in  a rich,  life-altering 
experience  at  the  historic  Sunnybank 
Inn,  hiking  Max  Patch  Bald,  dipping 
in  mountain  streams,  hot  tubs,  and 
fine  dining.  Contact:  Holly  Boswell 
& Kindred  Spirits  395  Lakey  Gap 
Acres,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
(828)669-3889  / hollyfairy@juno.com 
web  site:  www.TranSpirits.org 
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Research  Subjects 
Wanted 

The  following  researchers  have  sent 
requests  for  subjects.  Please  note,  IFGE 
and  the  editors  of  Transgender  Tapestry 
do  not  endorse  any  of  these  projects. 

UK  COLLEGE  STUDENT  wants  to 
talk  to  transsexuals.  I am  a second 
year  student  studying  for  a degree  in 
applied  social  sciences.  One  of  my 
chosen  modules  for  my  second  year 
is  gender  and  sexuality.  I have  cho- 
sen for  my  interest  that  of  transsexu- 
alism, and  I would  be  interested  in 
speaking  to  genuine  transsexuals  in 
order  to  gain  a true  and  genuine 
interest  in  the  subject.  I would  be 
most  obliged  if  you  could  help  me. 

Kathryn  Frodsham 
Edge  Hill  University. 

Lancaster,  UK 
bususi4fem@aol.com 

JOHNS  HOPKINS 
SEEKS  SUBJECT 
FOR  BRAIN  STUDY 

We  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  University 
are  currently  running  a cross-section- 
al study  examining  the  effects  of 
estrogen  on  the  patterns  of  cognitive 
function  (verbal  and  spatial  abilities) 
and  cerebral  lateralization  (with 
hemispheric  dominance  on  verbal 
and  spatial  specific  tasks)  in  male-to- 
female  transsexuals  and  the  effects  of 
testosterone  on  female-to-male  trans- 
sexuals. We  are  not  limiting  our 
study  to  only  those  on  hormone  ther- 
apy, but  would  also  like  to  include 
those  who  have  not  yet  started  hor- 
mone therapy  and  are  considering  to 
do  so.  This  study  requires  only  one 
visit  to  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital 
in  downtown  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
We  would  be  grateful  for  your  volun- 
teered participation,  as  it  would  very 
much  benefit  the  existing  but  very 


much  limited  body  of  knowledge 
concerning  the  effects  of  cross  sex 
hormones  on  the  brain. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
Terry  at  the  Clinical  Trials  Unit  at  the 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  410/955- 
1373  or  e-mail  Tam  Tguyen  at 
<mtp2@jhunix. hcf.jhu.edu>. 

WANTED! 

Transsexual  law  enforcement  officers 
for  nationwide  study  of  transition 
and  employment  issues. 

We  are  presently  seeking  transgen- 
dered  members  of  the  law  enforce- 
ment community  to  participate  in  a 
study  regarding  issues  of  transition, 
acceptance  and  inclusion  in  law 
enforcement  agencies.  You  have  a 
valuable  experience  that  others  may 
do  well  to  learn  from.  Your  participa- 
tion will  assist  those  TS  officers  who 
will  follow  you  in  their  transition. 
This  study  has  been  endorsed  by 
TOPS  (Transsexual  Officers  Protect 
and  Serve),  the  national  organization 
for  TS  police  fire  and  military  service 
members.  They  are  on  the  web  at 
<www.homestead.com/TOPSspot/ 
>where  more  information  can  be 
found  concerning  TOPS  and  this 
study. 

The  research  program  is  designed  to 
accomplish  three  specific  goals: 

1.  Give  voice  to  the  experiences  of  TS 
officers  in  obtaining  and/or  retaining 
employment. 

2.  Analyze  transition  and  confiden- 
tiality issues  and  treatment  by  the 
department  and  peers. 

3.  Develop  a set  of  model  procedures 
for  TS  officers  and  department  man- 
agers to  follow  concerning  work  and 
transition  issues. 


PARTICIPANT  REQUIREMENTS: 
The  participants  must  be  current  or 
former  full-time  employed  sworn 
law  enforcement  officers— people 
who  have  arrest  powers  and  who  are 
authorized  to  carry  firearms  (peace 
officers,  police,  deputies,  special 
agents).  We  will  also  consider  indi- 
viduals who  are  fully  transitioned 
and  who  are  seeking  but  have  not  yet 
secured  full-time  police  employment. 

All  public  agency  affiliations  are 
acceptable  (i.e.  municipal,  county, 
state  or  federal  service). 

Participants  must  have  transsexual 
profiles,  FTM  or  MTF,  and  may  be 
pre-,  post-,  or  non-op. 

The  participant  should,  in  relation  to 
their  job,  be  contemplating  or  have 
taken  visible  steps  toward  transition, 
hormonal  therapy,  RLT  or  GRS — in 
other  words,  being  out  or  coming  out 
in  any  way  with  the  department 
administration. 

The  participant  must  agree  to  speak 
with  the  researcher  (candidly  but 
confidentially)  about  their  experi- 
ence in  relation  to  police  service  and 
how  their  transsexualism  interacts 
with  the  job.  Experiences,  both  good 
and  bad,  are  sought. 

We  are  very  sensitive  to  the  security 
needs  of  transgendered  officers  and 
have  designed  this  study  to  meet 
those  needs.  Your  personal  informa- 
tion and  department  identity  will  be 
kept  strictly  confidential.  We  fully 
understand  your  desire  for  privacy 
in  these  matters  and  assure  you  that 
all  persons  contacted  in  this  study 
will  be  treated  in  a fair,  compassion- 
ate, dignified,  and  above  all  else,  con- 
fidential manner. 

If  you  would  like  to  participate  in 
this  study,  please  contact  us.  If  you 
know  of  anybody  who  you  feel  meets 
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the  above  participant  qualifications, 
please  forward  a copy  of  this  message 
to  them.  If  you  have  any  questions  or 
concerns  about  this  study,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  contact  us. 

Thomas  S.  Whetstone,  Ph.D., 
Assistant  Professor,  Southern  Police 
Institute,  Department  of  Justice 
Administration  , 208  Brigman  Hall, 
University  of  Louisville,  Louisville, 
KY  40292.  Phone:  502/852-0331 
E-mail:<whetstone@louisville.edu> 

THE  SOCIAL  EXPERIENCE 
OF  MATHEMATICS 
AMONG  GENDER- 
VARIANT  PERSONS 

We  would  like  to  invite  you  to 
participate  in  a research  study.  The 
Social  Experience  of  Mathematics 
among  Gender- Variant  Persons.  For 

the  purposes  of  this  study,  we  are 
defining  gender-variant  individuals 
as  those  persons  whose  gender  iden- 
tity differs  from  their  biological  sex. 

For  many  years,  males  have  out- 
performed females  on  standard  math 
achievement  tests,  such  as  the  math 
portion  of  the  SAT.  Furthermore, 
males  are  more  likely  than  females  to 
choose  careers  in  math  and  science. 
Numerous  explanations,  including 
differences  in  the  brain,  differences  in 
abilities,  differences  in  feelings,  and 
differences  in  treatment  and  expecta- 
tions from  others,  have  been  offered 
to  explain  the  different  results  from 
males  and  females  on  these  tests.  In 
turn,  experiences  with  mathematics 
may  influence  the  way  that  people 
see  themselves.  The  purpose  of  this 
study  is  to  look  at  those  differences 
through  the  experiences  of  people 
who  are  especially  aware  of  gender 
roles  and  behaviors.  That  is  why  we 
are  asking  members  of  this  listserv  to 
participate  in  our  research. 

Please  read  the  information  in 
this  letter,  then,  if  you  choose  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  research  study,  send  us 
an  e-mail  requesting  a password  to 


our  secure  World  Wide  Web  site 
where  you  can  obtain  the  question- 
naire. Please  affirm  in  your  e-mail 
that  you  meet  the  minimum  age 
requirement  of  18  years  or  older. 
Once  you  have  the  password,  go  to 
our  World  Wide  Web  site,  and  com- 
plete the  questionnaire.  Please  note 
that  you  MUST  be  18  years  of  age  or 
older  to  complete  the  questionnaire. 
Print  and  mail  the  questionnaire.  By 
responding  to  the  questionnaire,  you 
are  giving  your  implied  consent  to 
participate  in  the  research.  You  are 
under  no  obligation  to  participate. 
The  questionnaire  is  long  and  may 
take  several  hours  to  complete.  It  con- 
tains some  questions  that  may  seem 
very  personal.  We  appreciate  all 
information  about  the  question  topics 
that  you  are  willing  to  share  with  us, 
but  you  may  skip  any  question  for 
any  reason. 

Please  be  assured  that  we  take 
confidentiality  very  seriously.  We  will 
remove  all  identifying  information 
from  your  responses.  We  will  also 
remove  electronic  responses  from  the 
Internet  server  and  store  them  off- 
line in  a locked  drawer.  You  should 
be  aware,  however,  that  no  Internet 
communications  are  100%  secure. 
There  is  always  a slight  risk  that  the 
communication  will  be  intercepted  or 
viewed  by  an  outside  party. 
Questionnaire  responses  will  be  col- 
lected and  stored  in  a locked  cabinet. 

While  you  are  unlikely  to  benefit 
directly  from  this  research  study, 
there  are  a number  of  indirect  bene- 
fits to  both  participants  and  to  society 
as  a whole.  Indirect  benefits  to  both 
participants  and  society  include 
increased  knowledge  of  the  effects  of 
gender  on  the  social  experience  of 
mathematics  learning  and,  in  turn,  of 
the  effects  the  social  experience  of 
mathematics  on  self-concept,  self- 
esteem, and  gender-identity.  This 
information  is  useful  to  gender-vari- 
ant individuals  and  to  society 
because  it  may  suggest  methods  of 
teaching  and  learning  mathematics 


that  are  more  appropriate  to  girls, 
women,  and  gender-variant  persons. 
It  will  also  contribute  to  society's 
understanding  of  gender  identity  and 
self-concept. 

We  are  located  at  the  University 
of  Central  Arkansas.  We  can  be 
reached  by  mail,  telephone,  or  e-mail: 

Dr.  Debora  Adler 
Dept.  ATEL 

University  of  Central  Arkansas 
201  S.  Donaghey  Ave. 

Conway,  AR  72035 

501/450-5473 

<deboraa@mail.uca.edu> 

Dr.  Robyn  Serven 
Dept.  Of  Mathematics 
University  of  Central  Arkansas 
201  S.  Donaghey  Ave. 

Conway,  AR  72035 

501/450-5667 

<rserven@mail.uca.edu> 

This  research  study  has  been 
approved  by  the  Institutional  Review 
Board  at  the  University  of  Central 
Arkansas. 

THE  WASHINGTON 
TRANSGENDER  NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT  SURVEY 

is  a community  empowerment  initia- 
tive funded  by  the  District  of 
Columbia — via  its  Administration  for 
HIV/AIDS  (AHA).  The  WTNAS  will 
thoroughly  evaluate  the  health  and 
housing  needs  and  concerns  of  trans- 
gendered  residents  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  compiling  for  the  first 
time  hard  figures  on  our  perpetually 
underserved  community.  The 
WTNAS  includes  sections  on  demo- 
graphics, general  and  transgender 
health  care,  sexual  behaviors  and 
HIV-related  health  care,  and  housing. 
It  will  assess  barriers  to  accessing 
health  services,  how  transgendered 
people  feel  about  the  quality  of  those 
services  they  do  receive,  and  the  sen- 
sitivity of  the  staff  who  deliver  those 
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services  to  their  transgendered 
clients  and  patients.  It  also  will  assess 
the  sexual  behaviors  and  risks  to 
HIV/ AIDS  and  other  STDs  by  those 
whose  sexual  anatomy  and  identities 
vary  greatly  from  non-transgendered 
people  at  risk.  The  WTNAS  can  also 
be  administered  in  Spanish,  in  order 
to  include  the  District's  sizable 
Latino/ a transgender  population. 

I am  one  of  the  designated  survey 
administrators  for  those  transgen- 
dered people  on  the  FTM  spectrum. 
While  the  survey  asks  some  personal 
questions,  these  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  demonstrate  the  needs  and 
concerns  the  transgendered  commu- 
nity has,  and  to  develop  HIV /AIDS 
& STD  education  and  prevention 
materials  that  will  actually  work! 

ALL  DATA  COLLECTED  WILL  BE 
KEPT  COMPLETELY  CONFIDEN- 
TIAL. I have  signed  a survey  admin- 
istrator's confidentiality  statement, 
and  I am  also  bound  by  professional 
ethics  and  the  laws  of  good  science  to 
keep  the  data  collected  PRIVATE. 
The  survey  needs  FTMs  and  female 
bodied  people  to  participate  to  make 
it  truly  representative.  You  DON'T 
have  to  be  invisible! 

All  participants  will  be  paid  $10.00 
for  completing  the  survey. 

Please  contact  me  via  this  address  for 
more  information.  I am  very  willing 
to  discuss  the  WTNAS  further,  either 
through  email  or  on  the  telephone. 

Andrea  Cookson 
<akcookson@aol.com> 

AN  IMPORTANT 
RESOURCE  FOR  T PEOPLE 
OF  COLOR 

TG  POC  is  a discussion-oriented  list- 
serv  for  TransPeople  of  Color  as  well 
as  our  significant  others  and  allies. 


This  listserv  was  created  in  1998  by 
Nadyalec,  an  Arab/Muslim  FTM 
activist,  so  TG/TS  People  of  Color 
could  "have  a place  for  us  to  talk 
about  the  issues  that  we  face,  share 
support  and  information,  and  build 
communities." 

To  our  knowledge,  this  is  the  only 
international  listserv  for  Trans  People 
of  Color  in  the  world.  We  look  for- 
ward to  having  you  as  part  of  our 
community. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  empty  email 
message  to: 

tgpoc-subscrib-@egroups.com 
from  the  email  address  that  you  will 
use  to  send  and  receive  email.  Or 
visit  www.egroups.com  and  fill  out 
the  form  there. 

Confidentiality:  Our  policy  of  confi- 
dentiality is  informed  by  our  own 
experiences  of  oppression.  We 
respect  the  confidentiality  of  all  list 
members  BUT  as  this  is  not  a closed 
list,  and  as  we  do  not  have  full  con- 
trol over  who  joins  and  what  they  do 
with  the  information  they  receive 
here,  we  cannot  guarantee  confiden- 
tiality of  information  shared  on  the 
list. 

As  such,  we  recommend  that  those 
concerned  about  confidentiality  sign 
up  for  an  anonymous  email  account 
and  e-address  with  yahoo,  hotmail, 
or  another  service  before  posting  or 
subscribing  to  the  list.  Please  note 
that  all  posts  are  archived  and  avail- 
able to  the  list  members  at  a later 
time. 

Imani  Henry 

<imanihenry@yahoo.com> 

BUTCH  DYKE  BOY 
PRODUCTIONS 

FIREWEED:  A Feminist  Quarterly  of 
Writing,  Politics,  Art  & Culture 
invites  submissions  for: 


"TRANSGENDER  IS  THE  ISSUE" 

The  objective  of  this  special  issue  of 
Fireweed  is  to: 

1)  combine  personal  narratives,  inter- 
views, poetry,  fictional  accounts, 
visual  representations,  cultural  and 
political  analysis  in  an  attempt  to 
provide  a literary  and  visual  forum 
that  will  bring  into  focus  the  complex 
gendered,  sexual,  social  and  political 
lives  that  transgendered  people  expe- 
rience; 2)  educate  various  communi- 
ties regarding  the  private  and  public 
lives  of  transgendered  individuals  as 
well  as  the  strategies  and  resources 
they  have  used  to  live  as  transgen- 
dered people  ; 

3)  act  as  a catalyst  to  bring  together 
transgendered  individuals  whose 
different  relationships  to  race,  class, 
sexuality,  gender  and  ability  have 
intensified  their  social  and  political 
lives. 

Stories,  essays,  prose  poems,  and 
experimental  work  are  welcome. 
Artwork,  photography,  and  other 
visuals  also  accepted.  Send  slides  or 
photographs — no  originals  through 
the  mail,  please.  Deadline  for  sub- 
missions is  March  31st,  2000. 

Inquiries:  416.504.1339 
Please  send  submissions  to:  (mail) 
PO  Box  279,  Station  B,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  Canada  M5T  2W2; 
or  (e-mail)  fireweed@web.net 

If  snail  mailing:  Please  include  a 
SASE  (self-addressed  stamped  enve- 
lope) and  a diskette  copy. 

Format  for  electronic  submissions: 
Macintosh:  Microsoft  Word  5 or  6; 
PC:  Microsoft  Word,  saved  as  RTF 
(rich  text  format). 
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PROFESSIONAL  LISTINGS 


We  at  Transgender  Tapestry  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  professional  individuals  and  organizations 
who  support  the  production  of  this  magazine  with  a paid  listing.  Please  remember  to  look  here  first  for  services. 


ARIZONA 

SHEILA  DICKSON,  PH.D. 

3930  E.  Camelback  Road,  Suite  205, 
Phoenix,  AZ  85018 
Tele:  602  956-3006, 

FAX:  602-840-3346. 

Licensed  clinical  psychologist,  25 
year  gender  specialist.  General  and 
gender  counseling  for  individuals, 
couples  and  families.  Work-  place 
consultation.  Member  HBIGDA. 
Evaluations  for  hormones,surgery; 
referrals  to  medical  services. 

#88 

SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

LAW  OFFICES  OF 
SARAH  DOUGLAS 

12400  Wilshire  Blvd., 

Suite  400, 

Los  Angeles  CA  90025. 

Tele:  (310)  820-0212. 

Email:  DBInman@aol.com. 

Legal  assistance  for  all  members  of 
the  gender  community.  Document 
changes,  family,  employment,  priva- 
cy, civil  rights,  criminal,  torts,  etc., 
through  transition  and  beyond. 

#89 

RISKIN-BANKER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  CNTR. 

1913  E17th  St.,  Ste.  107 
Santa  Anna,  CA  92705 
tele:  714-953-9882, 

FAX:  714-953-2094, 
e-mail:RBCenter  @aol.com 
Board  Certified  Sex  Therapists  with 
extensive  experience  counseling 
Transgender  individuals.  Interns  are 
available  on  a sliding  fee  scale. 

#90 

SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 
GENDER  GROUP 

116  N.  Robertson  Blvd. 


Suite  702, 

Los  Angeles.  CA  90048 
Tele:  310-659-8640 

Psychotherapy  with  knowledgeable 
and  caring  professionals. 

Contact  T.  Adam  Cotsen  MD 
#91 

CENTER  FOR 
GENDER  SANITY 

P.O.  Box  451427, 

Westchester,  CA  90045. 

Tele:  310-670-2222. 

Janis  Walworth,  Michele  Kammerer. 
Email:  merkins@cris.com. 
Web:www.cris.com/ -merkins 
Consulting  services  for  employers 
with  transsexual  workers,  sensitivity 
training.  Job  issues?  Call  us  (no 
charge).  Conferences  for  transgen- 
dered,  intersex,  and  non-T  women. 
#90 

NORTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

GIANNA  E.  ISRAEL 

PO  Box  424447, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94142 

Tele:  415-558-8058,  Gianna@counsel- 

suite.com 

Individual  counseling.  Nationwide 
telephone  consultation,  gender  spe- 
cialized evaluations  custody  and 
relationship  issues.  Author  of 
Transgender  Care  (Temple 
University,  1997)  HBIGDA  Member 
#91 

DOUGLAS  K.  OUSTER-HOUT,  MD 

45  Castro  St.,  Suite  150, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 

Phone  (415)  626-2888 
e-mail:  ousterht@cris.com. 

Facial  and  body  feminization 
surgery. 

#90 


COLORADO 

STANLEY  H.  BIBER, 

MD.,  P.C.: 

406  First  National  Bank  Bldg., 

Trinidad  CO  81082. 

Tele:  719-846-3301. 

FAX:  719-846-6097. 

Surgeon. 

#92 

CONNECTICUT 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
CLINIC  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND: 

68  Adelaide  Road,  Manchester  CT 
06040.  Clinton  R.  Jones,  Director, 
Tele:  (860)  646-8651. 

Web  site: 

www.intelleng.com/gicne.  html. 
Differential  diagnosis,  hormonal 
therapy  and  general  counseling  for 
transgendered  persons. 

#90 

FLORIDA 

A CLINICAL  APPROACH 
COUNSELING  CENTER 

c/o  Marcia  L.  Schultz,  Ph.D., 

1801  University  Drive, 

Coral  Springs  FL  69541. 

Tele:  (954)345-2292. 

FAX  (954)345-8086. 

Dr.  Schultz  has  worked  with  the 
Transgender  Community  for  six 
years  attending  support  groups  and 
having  attended  Southern  Comfort 
three  times.  Our  office  is 
Transgender  friendly.  Therapy  for 
TGs  and  families. 

#92 

TAMPA  GENDER 
IDENTITY  PROGRAM  (TGIP) 

Carl  Bushong,  Ph.D.,  LMFT,  LMHC, 
Director. 


The  professional  ads  in  this  magazine  have  been  placed  by  individuals  and  organizations  who  support  the  production 
of  this  magazine  with  a paid  listing.  A one  year  paid  listing  is  $125,  which  includes  four  issues  of  Transgender 
Tapestry..  To  place  a Professional  Listing  Call:  781-899-2212  or  E-mail  us  at:  info@ifge.org 
and  please  include  PRO-AD  in  the  subject  line  of  the  email  message. 

You  can  also  write  to  us: 

ATTN:  PRO-AD,  IFGE,  PO  Box  540229, 

Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 
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TGIP,  c/o  Tampa  Stress  Center, 

PO  Box  273107, 

Tampa,  FL  33688-3107. 

Tele:  (813)  884-7835. 

COMPLETE  gender  service. 
Counseling,  Medical,  Hormone 
Therapy,  Electrolysis,  Image  and 
Voice.  TGIP's  unique  program 
designed  for  PARTICIPATION 
THROUGHOUT  USA.  Visit  our 
web:  www.nu-woman.com/ tgip.htm 
#89 

ILLINOIS 

RANDI  ETTNER,  PH.D. 

1214  Lake  St., 

Evanston  IL  60201. 

Tele:  (847)328-3433. 

FAX:  847-328-5890. 

http:/ / members.aol.com/ rettner. 

Psychotherapist  /psychologist. 

President,  New  Health  Foundation. 

#92 

MARYLAND 

KATE  THOMAS,  PH.D.,  RN.,  CS., 
F.A.A.C.S.: 

The  Human  Ecology  Center, 

4419  Falls  Road, 

Baltimore  MD  21211. 

Tele:  (410)  625-1095. 

FAX:  (410)366-0651. 

Clinical  sexologist,  specializing  in 
sexuality  and  gender. 

#93 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW: 

4835  Del  Ray  Ave., 

Bethesda  MD  20814. 

Tele:  (301)652-6448. 

Pastoral  counselor  with  over  10  years 
experience  counseling  transgendered 
persons. 

#92 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ELKE  O'DONNELL,  PH.D.,  MTS: 

43  Roberts  Road, 

Cambridge  MA  02138. 

Tele:  (617)  441-9300. 

Email:  EUOD@aol.com. 
Psychotherapy  & pastoral  counsel- 
ing for  the  transgendered  and  their 
loved  ones.  Referrals  for  HRT  and 
surgery. 

#90 


CHRISTINE  C.  BECKER,  LICSW 

341  Marrett  Rd.  (Rt.  2A) 

Lexington,  MA  02421 
Tel:  781-862-6170 

Gender  Specialist,  Individual,  cou- 
ple, family  and  group  counseling  for 
the  transgender  community.  Support 
for  partners  and  TG  Parenting,  med- 
ical care  and  surgical  referrals,  work- 
place transitions.  Support  groups  for 
M2F  and  F2M. 

#91 

DIANE  ELLABORN,  LICSW, 

NASW  DIPLOMAT  IN  CLINICAL 
SOCIAL  WORK 

Framingham  MA 
Tele:  (508)  788-5406 
Individual,  couple  and  group  psy- 
chotherapy. Evaluations  for  hor- 
mones and  surgery  and  referrals  to 
medical  services  for  transsexuals. 
Insurance  accepted.  Supervision  and 
consultation  for  professionals. 

#90 

DENNIS  PEARNE,  EDD 

9 Alexander  Av., 

Belmont  Ctr.,  MA  02478. 

Tele:  (617)484-0013. 

Licensed  Psychologist  specializing  in 
Transgender  issues.  Consultations: 
#89 

MICHIGAN 

UNIVERSITY  OF 
MICHIGAN  HEALTH  SYSTEM 
COMPREHENSIVE  GENDER 
SERVICES  PROGRAM: 

The  UMHS-CGSP  is  dedicated  to 
meeting  the  medical  and  mental 
health  care  needs  of  individuals  and 
their  families  for  whom  gender  and 
sexual  identity  and  expression  are 
primary  issues.  Full  range  of  ser- 
vices including  primary  medical  and 
mental  health  care,  speech  and 
surgery.  Sandra  Cole,  Director. 
Contact:  Alfreda  R.  Rooks 
Office:  734-528-0895 
Email:  umcgsp@umich.edu 
#90 

MINNESOTA 

KAROL  L.  JENSEN,  M.P.H.,  PH.D. 

416  E.  Hennepin  Ave., 

Minneapolis  MN  55414-1006. 

Tel:  (612)379-5377. 

Email:  KLJensen02@aol.com. 


Gender  identity  issues,  TS,  TG,  indi- 
vidual psychotherapy  and  couple 
work. 

#93 

TRANSGENDER  SERVICES, 
PROGRAM  IN  HUMAN 
SEXUALITY,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
FAMILY  PRACTICE  & 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH, 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL 
Walter  Bockting,  Coordinator, 

1300  South  Second  Street,  Suite  180, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55454. 

Tele:  (612)  625-1500. 

FAX:  (612)  626-8311. 

Email:  bock001@gold.tc.umn.edu. 
Website:www.med. umn.edu/ fp/phs 
/phstgsrv.htm.  Comprehensive  ser- 
vices for  transgender,  transsexual 
and  intersex  persons  and  their  fami- 
lies. 

#92 

NEVADA 

NANCY  LEE,  PH.D. 

Caring  Counseling, 

2061  Market  Street,  Reno  NV  89502. 
Tele:  (702)  322-7771. 

FAX:  (702)322-7501. 

Providing  warm,  accepting,  validat- 
ing and  confidential  psychotherapy 
for  all  members  of  the  transgender 
community  and  their  families 
#92 

NEW  JERSEY 

DR.  AMY  L.  ALTENHAUS,  PHD. 

80  East  Main  Street 

Freehold,  NJ  07728 

(732)  780-6644 

FAX:  732-845-1184 

Psychologist  doing  psychotherapy 

and  custody  evaluation. 

#95 

DR.  A.S.  NUBEL 
PHYCHOTHERAPIST: 

683  Donald  Dr. 

N Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 
Tel:  (908)  722-9884, 

Fax:  (908)  722-0666 
Specialized  Treatment  of  Gender 
Identity  Disorders,  (TV/TS,) 
Individuals,  Marriage  and  Family, 
Groups,  Email:  Nubel@Eclipse.net 
Web:  www.Eclipse.net/~Nubel 
#91 
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NEW  YORK 

ARLENE  ISTAR  LEV 
R.C.S.W.,  C.A.S.A.C. 

CHOICES  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 

321  Washington, 

Albany,  New  York  12206 
Tele:  518-463-9152 
email:  istarlev@aol.com 
Individual  and  family  therapy  for 
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  transgender 
and  other  sexual  minority  issues. 
Sexual  and  gender  identity,  addic- 
tions, domestic  violence,  sexual 
abuse,  parenting,  depression,  anxi- 
ety, eating  disorders,  body  image 
disturbance,  illness  and  sexuality. 
#90 

DAVID  SEGAL, 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

30  Vesey  St., 

New  York,  New  York,10007, 

Tel:  212-406-9200. 

FAX:  212-571-0938. 

Gender  Friendly.  No  fee  for 
consultation.  Experienced  in  all 
areas  of  Law. 

#90 


OHIO 

TRANSSEXUAL,  CROSSDRESSER, 
TRANSGENDERIST  CONCERNS 

Meral  G.  Crane,  MA,  LPCC  Clinical 
P.O.  Box  82008, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  43202 

Tel:  614-451-0111, 

email:  crane.2@osu.edu 

Director  and  Coordinator,  Family 

Therapist;  Sex  Therapist,  Licensed 

Counselor.  Over  25  years  experience. 
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RHODE  ISLAND 

DAVID  MEDEIROS,  LICSW 

Craik  Building,  Suite  307, 

2845  Post  Rd., 

Warwick  RI  02886. 

Tele:  (401)739-4604. 

Gender  Specialist,  Counseling, 
Psychotherapy  and  Education. 
#90 


STEVEN  M.  KANE,  PH.D. 

451  Broadway 
Providence,  RI  02909. 

Tel:  401-454-5700. 

Psychotherapy  and  counseling  for 
individuals,  couples,  families,  and 
groups.  Supervisory,  educational, 
and  public  speaking  services  also 
available.  Member  AAPC 
#90 

TEXAS 

ALICE  WEBB,  PH.D. 

LMSW-ACP 

18333  Egret  Bay  Blvd.,  Suite  560, 
Houston  TX  77058 
(NASA,  Clear  Lake  area) 

Tele:  (281)  333-2278. 

FAX:  (281)  333-2293. 

Email:  ALESWEBB@aol.com. 

Pres.  Elect-HBIGDA,  1997-1999. 
Clinical  sexology,  gender  program, 
certified  sex  therapist,  general  psy- 
chotherapy. 

#90 

PHYLLIS  RANDOLPH  FRYE, 
ATTORNEY 

5707  Firenza  Street, 

Houston,  Texas  77035-5515,  AC 
Tele:  713-723-8368. 

Email:  prfrye@aol.com 
Web:  http://members.aol.com/prfrye 
Transgendered,  "OUT"  lawyer, 
licensed  in  Texas,  since  1981.  Gender 
ID  change  and  sex  correction  with- 
out genital  reconstruction.  Also, 
wills,  criminal  defense  and  divorce 
practitioner.  (Not  certified  by  Texas 
Board  of  Legal  Specialization.) 
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VIRGINIA 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW, 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR 

Tele:  703-903-9696,  ext.  269 
Over  ten  years  experience  helping 
transgender  persons,  their  spouses, 
family  members,  and  friends. 
Referrals  to  medical  professionals 
when  appropriate.  Offices  in 
Washington  DC  near  Metro  Center, 
and  in  N.  Arlington,  VA 
#90 

MARTHA  HARRIS, 

LCSW,  CHT.  TFT: 

Banyan  Counseling  Center, 

4201  John  Marr  Drive,  Ste.  222. 


Annandale,  VA  22003. 

Tele:  703-914-4627. 

Affirming,  sensitive,  confidential 
counseling  for  the  TG  community, 
their  significant  others  and  families. 
Certified  Hypnotherapist  & Thought 
Field  Therapist. 

#92 

MICHAEL  G.  TANCYUS  L.C.S.W. 

57  South  Main  Street,  Suite  615 
Harrisonburg,  VA  22801 
Tele:  540-574-6063 
Email:  rolltide@cfw.com 
Web:  www.busdir.com/tancyus- 
mic/index.html 

Individuals,  couples  and  families. 
Providing  affirming  care  for  trans- 
gendered individuals  and  their 
loved  ones  from  a family  preserva- 
tionist orientation.  Over  20  years  of 
experience  with  adults  and  adoles- 
cents. 

#90 

WASHINGTON 

THE  INGERSOLL 
GENDER  CENTER: 

1812  East  Madison, 

Seattle  WA  98122. 

Tele:  (206)329-6651. 

Counseling  & referrals. 

#92 

JUDE  PATTON, 

CMHC,  CMFT,  PA-C: 

1812  East  Madison,  Suite  102, 

Seattle,  WA  98122, 

Phone/FAX:  (425)  787-5094. 

Email:  JUDEPATTON@aol.com 
Compassionate,  supportive  counsel- 
ing for  all  trans-persons  and  their 
SOFFAs,  by  transman  who  is  a 
physician  assistant,  therapist  and 
AASECT  certified  sex  educator  and 
sex  therapist.  Reasonable  fees. 

#90 

WISCONSIN 

MILWAUKEE  TRANSGENDER 
PROGRAM 

c/o  Gretchen  Finke,  MSSW  or 
Roger  North  way,  MS, 

Pathways  Counseling  Center, 

2645  N.  Mayfair  Road,  Suite  230, 
Milwaukee,  WI,  53226. 
Tele:414-774-4111 . Full  Service 
Gender  Program. 

#92 
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INTERNATIONAL  and  NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 


TG-FRIENDLY 

ABLIED  QUEER:  1517  B.  Missouri, 
Houston  TX  77006.  Email: 
james_e@iah.com. 

FTM 

AMERICAN  BOYZ:  212AS.  Bridge  St, 

# 131,  Elkton,  MD,  21922-1118.  (410)620- 
2161;  FAX:  (410)620-2024.  Email: 
amboyz@iximd.com;  Web  site: 
http:/ /home. iximd.com/ -amboyz 

FEMALE-TO-MALE  INTERNATIONAL: 

5337  College  Avenue,  #142,  Oakland  CA 
94618.  Education,  outreach. 

ALL 

GENDER  EDUCATION  & ADVOCACY. 

Web  site:  www.gender.org. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  RESEARCH  AND 
EDUCATION  SOCIETY  (GIRES).  Website: 
http:/ /www.gires. org.uk. 

INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
TRANSGENDER  LAW  AND  EMPLOY- 
MENT POLICY(ICTLEP):  PO  Drawer 
1010,  Cooperstown  NY  13326.  ATTN: 
Sharon  Stuart,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
(607)  547-4118.  Email:  ictlephdq@aol.com. 
AOL  Keyword:  ICTLEP.  Web  site: 
www.abmall.com/ictlep.  Information 
source  on  TG  legal  and  policy  issues. 

INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR 
GENDER  EDUCATION:  IFGE,  Box  229, 
Waltham  MA  02254-0229.  (617)899-2212 
FAX  (617)899-5703.  E-mail:  info@ifge.org. 
Education,  outreach,  peer  counseling. 

DEAF/HARD  OF  HEARING/SI— JESS: 

(202)547-9524  (tdd  only).  E-mail:  llmtan- 
zar@gallua.gallaudet.edu. 

NATIONAL  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  TASK 
FORCE:  2320  17th  Street,  NW,  Washington 
DC  20009-2702.  (202)332-6483  extension 
3301,  FAX  (202)332-0207,  TTY  (202)332- 
6219.  It  is  impossible  to  list  all  the  gay  and 
lesbian  support  groups.  Write  NGLTF  for  a 
referral  to  someone  near  you. 

OUTREACH  INSTITUTE  OF  GENDER 
STUDIES:  OIGS,  126  Western  Ave,  Suite 
246,  Augusta  ME  04330.  Ariadne  Kane, 
MEd,  Director  (207)621-0858.  Programs  for 
professionals. 

RENAISSANCE  EDUCATION  ASSOCIA- 
TION: 987  Old  Eagle  School  Rd„  #719, 
Wayne  PA  19087.  (610)975-9119  (24  hrs). 
Email:  angela@ren.org.  Educational  out- 
reach and  support  group. 

CD/TV 

SOCIETY  FOR  THE  SECOND  SELF  (TRI- 

ESS):  PO  Box  194,  Tulare  CA  93275.  Email: 
TRISINFO@AOL.COM  Educational  out- 
reach and  support  for  heterosexual  cross- 
dressers. Write  referral  to  local  chapter. 

TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON:  c/o 
Ronnie  Lynne  Soubrette,  104  Quineveree 
Ct.,  Castle  Rock  WA  09611.  Support  group. 


T.O.P.S.  (Transgender  Officers  Protect  & 
Serve):  c/o  Tony  Barreto-Neto  Exec.  Dir., 
3210  Tom  Mathews  Rd.,  Lakeland  FL  33809. 
Phone  1-800-761-TOPS  or  (813)752-9226.  E- 
mail:  Tbhawk@aol.com.  Social,  employ- 
ment, legal  support. 

INTERSEX  SOCIETY  OF  NORTH  AMER- 
ICA, P.O.  Box  31791,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94131  (415)575-3885  E-mail: 
cchase@isna.org  Web:  http://www.isna.org 

FTM  NETWORK  [also  PRESS  FOR 
CHANGE]:  BM  Network,  London,  WC1N 
3XX.  Phone:  +44-161-423-1915,  Wed.  8pm- 
10.30  pm  Wed.  GMT). 

EmaiLs. t.whittle@mmu.ac.uk.  Web  site: 
http:\\  ourworld.  CompuServe.  com\ 
homepages  \ press_for_change.  Support, 
political  lobbying  and  education  group. 

P-FLAG  (PARENTS,  FAMILIES  AND 
FRIENDS  OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAYS)— 

1101  14th  Street  NW,  ste  1030,  Washington, 
DC  20005  (202)  638-4200  E-mail: 
info@pflag.org.  Web  site:  www.pflag.org. 

GRACE  & LACE  LETTER  INTERNA- 
TIONAL, 8880  Bellaire  B2  #104,  Houston 
TX  77036.  E-mail:  jeftris@aol.com.  Web 
site:www.geocities.com/southbeach/ 
sands/7777/.  Christian  publication  for  CD, 
TG,  TS,  SO. 

ALABAMA 

TRI-S— SIGMA  RHO  GAMMA:  SERGA, 

PO  Box  16174,  Huntsville  AL  35802. 
Michelle  Steadman,  (205)880-9660.  Support 
group. 

TRI-S— SIGMA  RHO  GAMMA  SOUTH: 
SERGA,  PO  Box  66286,  Mobile  AL  36660. 
Lisa  Jackson.  Support  group. 

ALASKA 

CD/TS/SO/MTF/FTM— ALASKAN  T- 
PEOPLE:  PO  Box  670349,  Chugiak  AK 
99567-0349.  Strictly  social  for  the  whole 
family. 

TRI-S— ALPHA  KAPPA:  PO  Box  5392,  Ft. 
Richardson,  AK  99505-0392.  Group 

ARIZONA 

CD/TS— A ROSE:  PO  Box  8108,  Glendale, 
AZ  85312-1738.  (602)  488-0959,  e-mail: 
sss@tri-ess.org  web: 

http://www.inficad.com/--arose  e-mail: 
denise@inficad.com  Support  group. 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  ZETA  CHAPTER— 

Cactus  Flower:  PO  Box  28363,  Tempe  AZ 
85285-8363.  (480)  488-0959  WWW: 
http://users.aol.com/jessicaphx/alpha_za. 
htm.  Support  group. 

TG — FTM — DezertBoyz:  meets  in  Tucson 
at  7:00  pm  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each 
month  at  Wingspan  Center.  SO  Contact 
Debra  at  520-903-1421  or  debra@hwr.ariz- 
ina.edu.  Website: 

http://members.aol.com/DezertBoyz/ 

CD/TS/TG— EVOLVER:  416  E.  22nd  St., 
Tucson  AZ  85713.  (520)  884-0541.  501  C-3 
not  for  profit  organization.  Support  group  . 


Web:  http://home.earthlink.net/~evol- 
vere/  e-mail-SAndra@aol.com 

TRI-ESS— TAU  UPSILON:  8802  E. 
Broadway  Blvd.  #145,  Tucson  AZ  85710. 
Phone:  (520)296-3472. 

CD/TS/TG/FTM— TRANSGENDERED 
HARMONY,  PO  Box  8423,  Mesa,  AZ 
85214,  (480)654-6775,  e-mail: 
leslielesley@worldnet.att.net.  Educational  & 
social  support  group 

ARKANSAS 

TS-Support  Line:  Contact:  Francis  at  316- 
795-4876. 

CD— AR  CD  GROUP:  2901  Massard  Rd., 
Ft.  Smith  AR  72903-5212.  Support  group 

FTM — Arkansas  Boyz:  AR  Contact:  Garin, 
(501)  443-3184;  Email:  Kwiggin@aol.com 

CALILORNIA 

FTM— GENDERQUEER  BOYZZ:  Contact 
Jacob  Hale  e-mail:  Zeroboyjh@aol.com 

ALL-  The  Transgender  Menace  of 
Southern  California:  A direct  action  group 
dedicated  to  using  any  means  necessary  to 
make  the  world,  especially  our  Southern 
California  comer  of  it,  a safe  place  for  all 
transfolk  and  genderqueers.  (323)962-9175 
Shirley  Shirley@earthlink.net  or  (323)  665- 
1130  Jacob,  zeroboyjh@aol.com 

All — (Orange  County).  People  Expressing 
Alternative  Lifestyles  (PEAL).  2nd  and  last 
Fridays  of  the  month,  7:30 — 10:00  pm. 

Help  Line:  Wednesday  nights  7:30  to  9:00, 
(714)  534-0862.  Email: 
CenterOCTG@aol.com. 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA:  PO  Box  411352,  c/o 
Kathy  Helms,  Eagle  Rock  Station,  Los 
Angeles  CA  90041.  Tel:(818)352-9448. 
Support. 

CD/TS— CLUB  CHERCHEZ  LA  FEMME: 

PO  Box  10873,  Santa  Ana  CA  92711-0873. 
Send  SASE  for  details.  Private  membership 
club. 

TG-VENTURA  GENDER  OUTREACH: 

1995  Main  street,  Ventura  CA  93003.  805- 
653-1979.  Contact  person:  Randi.  Open  peer 
facilitated  drop  in  group  for  persons  who 
have  a conflict  with  or  question  about  their 
gender.  Tues  night  7-9pm. 

CD/SO— CROSSDRESSER  HETEROSEX- 
UAL INTERSOCIAL  CLUB:  CHIC,  PO 

Box  17850,  Long  Beach  CA  90808.  (310)  265- 

4545.  Support  group.  Web  site: 

http:/  / www.3dcom/ tg/chic/index.html 

IS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o  Sherri 
Groveman,  4203  Genessee  Ave.,  #103-436, 
San  Diego  CA  92117-4950.  Email: 
<aissg@aol.com>. 

CD/TS/SO— NEUTRAL  CORNER:  PO  Box 

19008,  San  Diego  CA  92159.  (619)685-3696. 
Web: 

http://geocities.com/WestHollywood/Vill 
age/4718/  Support  e-mail:  neutral-cor- 
ner@geocities.com 


FTM — under  construction:  P.O.  Box 
922342,  Sylmar,  CA  91392-2342,  818-837- 
1904.  contact  Jeff  SHEVLOWITZ  E-MAIL: 
LITTLESHEVY@JUNO.COM. 

TRI-S— TRI-CHI— TRI  ESS:  PO  Box  194, 
Tulare  CA  93275.  Phone:  (209)688-9246. 
Support  group. 

TS-EMERGENCE-  SUPPORT  FOR 
CHRISTIAN  TRANSSEXUALS:  Assembly 
of  God  Church,  Fresno,  CA.  A safe  place  to 
discuss  Christian  beliefs,  gender  issues, 
transition  and  anything.  Call  Terri  Main 
209-637-9986  E-mail:  terrim@evangeltab.org 

CD/TS— ANDROGYNY:  Friendship  and 
understanding  in  a safe  and  supportive 
environment.  A place  to  explore  being 
Transsexual,  Crossdresser,  or 
Transgenderist.  A place  to  meet  others  like 
yourself.  Meetings:  Tuesday  nights  form 
8:00pm  until  9:30pm,  Santa  Monica,  CA. 
(323)962-9175.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/IS— RAINBOW  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  Gay,  Straight,  Intersex.  Meets 
Tuesday  evenings  7-9pm.  Write  Rainbow 
Community  Church,  Visalia  Friends 
Meeting  House,  17208  Ave.  296,  Visalia, 

CA,  93291.  209-627-2727 

CD/TS/SO— POWDER  PUFFS  OF 
ORANGE  COUNTY  (PPOC):  P.O  Box 

1088,  Yorba  Linda,  CA  92885.  Voice  714-281- 
0297.  E-mail:  ppoc@aol.com.  Web: 
www.ren.org/ppoc.html 

FTM/SO — FTM  International  Bimonthly: 
FTM  TS/TG— TRANSMALE  TASK- 
FORCE:  1259  El  Canuno  Real,  #151,  Menlo 
Park  CA  94025.  (415)  780-9349.  FTM 

All-GIGI's-Gender  Issues,  Gender 
Information  and  Support.  Hosted  by  Miss 
Major,  5 days  a week  Mon-Fri  4pm-6pm. 
Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource  Center,  187 
Golden  Gate  Ave  at  Leavenworth,  San 
Francisco  94102.  415-431-7476 

CD/TS/SO— SAN  FRANCISCO  GENDER 
INFORMATION:  SFGI,  3637  Grand  Ave., 
Suite  C,  Oakland,  CA  94610-2029. 

Maintains  database  of  TG  resources  for  SF 
Bay  area. 

ALL-LAVENDER  LINE:  Pacific  Center 
(510)841-6224.  An  information/resource 
phone  line  for  the  GLBT  community  cover- 
ing the  East  Bay,  San  Francisco  area. 

MTF-FTM-TRANGENDERS  IN  TRANSI- 
TION: A facilitated  group  for  transfolk  at 
all  stages  of  transition.  Thurs.  7:30-9:00pm 
Cost  $30-$5  per  session  sliding  scale.  Call 
first  415-436-9000 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSGENDER  SAN 
FRANCISCO  (TGSF)  PO  Box  426486  San 
Francisco  CA  94142-6486.  (415)  564-3246 
hotline.  Support. 

ALL— TRANSBAY  GATHERING— Meets 
at  "Quetzal"  (a  coffee  house)  1234  Polk 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  2nd  Wed.  of  every 
month  7-9  PM.  info@transbay.org. 
www.transbay.org 
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SO— SIGNIFICANT  OTHERS  SUPPORT: 
SOS,  attn:  Ginny  Knuth,  2478  28th  Ave., 
San  Francisco  CA  94116-2305.  (415)644- 
1499.  E-mail:  ginny@sirius.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— DIABLO  VALLEY  GIRLS: 
DVG,  PO  Box  272885,  Concord,  CA  94527- 
2885.  (925)  937-8452  Web  site:  www.trans- 
gender.org/ dug.  E-mail:  dug@transgen- 
der.org.  Group 

CD/TS/SO— PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR 
HUMAN  GROWTH:  1250  Pine  St.,  Ste.  301 
Walnut  Creek  CA  94533.  (510)939-7711. 
Support. 

FTM  TS— FTM  INTERNATIONAL:  5337 
College  Avenue,  #142,  Oakland  CA  94618. 
Support  group  for  FTM  TSs. 

CD/TS/SO— PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR 
HUMAN  GROWTH:  2712  Telegraph  Ave, 
Berkeley  CA  94705.  (510)548-8283.  I & R 
(510)841-6224.  E-mail:  paccent@pacbell.net. 
Web  site:  www.pacificenter.org.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS— SWAN'S  INNER  SORORITY:  PO 

Box  1423,  San  Jose  CA  95109.  (408)297-6900. 
E-mail:  wendi@sisgirls.com  Web:  www.sis- 
girls.com  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— SACRAMENTO  TRANS- 
GENDER ASSOCIATION:  PO  Box  215456, 
Sacramento,  CA  95821.  (916)482-7742. 
Support  group.  Email: 
sacgender@hotmail.com  Web: 
http://www.geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/village/4409/ 

TS— LAMBDA  COMMUNITY  CENTER: 

c/o  Marsha,  919 — 20th  St.,  Sacramento,  CA 
95814.  Phone  (916)729-8935  or  (916)442- 
0185.  Support  and  educational  outreach. 

TRI-S— SIGMA  SIGMA  BETA— TRI-ESS 
SIERRA  SILVER  BELLES:  SSB,  PO  Box 

19933,  S.  Lake  Tahoe  CA  96151.  Group 

QSP1RIT— 3739  Balboa  St  #211,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94121.  (415)  281-9377.  E-mail: 
qspiritl@aol.com.  Web  site: 
www.qspirit.org.  Personal  & spiritual 
development. 

TRANSUPPORT  GROUP  CENTER— 308 

Turk  St  #7  at  Leavenworth  (415)  2241189 

ALL/TV/TS/MTF/FTM/SO— R A I N BO  W 
GENDER  ASSOCIATION  PO  Box  700730, 
San  Jose,  CA  95170-0730 

CD— BORN  FREE  PO  Box  52829, 

Riverside,  CA  92517-2611.  Social  Support 

COLORADO 

TG-  SOUTHERN  COLORADO  INTRA- 
REGIONAL  TRANSGENDERED  SOCI- 
ETY (S.C.I.R.T.S.)  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado.  719-591-5860  Lisa  Jo  K.  Laptad 
Web  site:  http:/ /www.geocities.com/west- 
hollywood /heights/4484  Support  Group 
meetings  every  Tuesday  7pm  plus  every 
3rd  Friday.  Anyone  who  will  keep  confi- 
dentiality is  welcome. 

CD/TS— GENDER  IDENTITY  CENTER 
OF  COLORADO,  INC.:  GIC,  1455 
Ammons  Street,  Suite  100,  Lakewood  CO 
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80215.  (303)202-6466.  Educational  outreach. 
E-mail:  GlCof  Colo@aol.com  Web: 
http://www.abmail.com/gic 

CONNECTICUT 

CD/TS/SO— GBSING,  GBS,  PO  Box  162, 
Haddam,  CT  06438-0162.  E-mail:  GBS- 
ING@aol.com  Support  Group. 

TG-Connecticut  outreach  society:  PO.  Box 

163,  Farmington,  CT  06034-0163,  (860)604- 
6343,  e-mail:  ctoutreach@aol.com,  Web: 
http://members.aol.com/ctoutreach/index 
.html  Support  Group 

TS/SO— XX  (TWENTY)  CLUB:  PO  Box 
387,  Hartford  CT  06141-0387.  Support 
group. 

CD — connecticuTView:  c/o  Denise  Mason, 
PO.  Box  2281,  Devon,  CT  06460.  Email: 
Mason  D@aol.com.  Newsletter  and  directo- 
ry- 

T/G— Transact— Kaylen  203-661-2448 
Greenwich,  Conn.  Support  Group 

DELAWARE 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— 
DELAWARE  CHAPTER:  PO  Box  5656, 
Wilmington  DE  19808.  (302)376-1990. 
www. ren.org/  Renaissance_D.html  Support 
group. 

FTM — Delaware  Boyz:  Steve,  302-856-7179 

FLORIDA 

TG— NORTH  FLORIDA  SISTERS:  PO 

Box  5765,  E.  Jacksonville,  FL  32447.  E-mail: 
cdarica@aol.com  Meets  2nd  Saturday  of 
each  month.  Support. 

TG-TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

PO.  Box  4940  Greater  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 
33339  Every  Wed.  at  7:30pm  at  the  Gay, 
Lesbian  Comm.  Center.  Call  954-777-2328 

CD/TS-ALSO  4 YOUTH:  Sarasota,  FL. 
(941)426-8687  e-mail:  krjeffrey@aol.com 

ALL— FGS-  FREEDOM  OF  GENDER: 

Sarasota  FL.  Meets  3rd  Friday  of  the  month 
at  7:00  pm.  Contact  Kristin  at  941-426-8681 
for  info. 

TG-  EDUCATIONAL  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

for  the  Transgender  Community.  Meets  at 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Comm.  Center  of 
Greater  Lauderdale,  Florida  954-563-9500. 
Ask  for  Michael  or  Heidi 

CD/TS/TG— PANTRA:  PO  Box  3426, 
Tallahassee,  FL  32315-3426. 

TRI-ESS— TAU  LAMBDA:  PO  Box  3426, 
Tallahassee  FL  32315-3426. 

TRI-ESS— PHI  EPSILON  MU/CENTRAL 
FLORIDA  SISTERS:  PO  Box  3261,  Winter 
Park  FL  32790-3261.  (407)263-8978  Email: 
z26y25@aol.com.  Website: 
http:  / / www.horizon- 
usa.com/misc/fem.htm.  Support  group 
meets  monthly  on  Saturdays. 

FTM — Florida  Boyz:  David,  Email: 
FTMOrlando@aol.com  (Orlando,  FL) 


TS— EVOLVE:  714  E.  Colonial  Dr., 

Orlando,  FL  32803-4639.  Meeting  times,  1st 
& 3rd  Tuesday,  7pm.  Phone:  (407)425-4527. 
E-mail:  GLCS@flamingopark.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— SERENITY:  PO  Box  307, 
Hollywood  FL  33022.  (954)436-9477.  E-mail: 
susan@aol.com.  Support  group. 

TRI-ESS— GAMMA  CHI  BETA:  P.O.  Box 
510045,  Punta  Gorda,  FL  33951  407-382- 
8389  Alice,  Tri-Ess  Chapter,  Meetings  2nd 
Saturday  of  each  month.  Support  Group 

CD/TS/SO— STARBURST:  PO  Box  17411, 
Clearwater  FL  34622-0411.  (813)523-8760. 
Support  group. 

TS— ENCHANTE:  A.C.P.,  1180  Cleveland 
St.,  Clearwater  FL  34615.  Phone:(  813)  533- 
0012,  Amanda.  Transsexual  support  group. 

TG— TLC,  P.O.  Box  372711,  Satellite  Beach, 
FL  32937  407-858-2356  Karen,  e-mail: 
haleightg@aol.com  or  kj6781@palmnet.net 

GEORGIA 

TRI-S— SIGMA  EPSILON:  PO  Box  272, 
Rosewell  GA  30077-0272.  (770)552-4415. 
Web  site:  http://pages.prodigy.com/kerri- 
co/sigep.htm.  E-mail: 
steph_s@bellsouth.net  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— AGE:  PO  Box  77562,  Atlanta 
GA  30357.  (404)  223-5351.  E-mail: 
ageinfo@aol.com.  Web  site:  www.transgen- 
der.org/tg/age.  Support  group. 

FTM— Georgia  Boyz:  Star,  Email:  star@elli- 

jay.com 

HAWAII 

HAWAII  TRANSGENDERED  OUT- 
REACH: PO  Box  4530,  Honolulu  HI  96812- 
4530.  (808)923-4270.  Email: 
tghawaii@poi.net.  Support  group. 
http://www.newbies.net/htgo/  Hot  Line 
8am — 8pm  7 days. 

GAY  & LESBIAN  COMMUNITY  CEN- 
TER: YWCA  47-388,  HUI IWA  St.  #14-304, 
Kaneohe  HI  96744-4416. 

IDAHO 

CD/TS/TG/SO— IDAHO  TRANSGEN- 
DER SOCIETY:  P.O  Box  7353,  Boise,  Idaho 
83707  208-331-6669.  Social  Support  Group 

CD/TS/SO— PAPILLON:  P.O.  Box  1365, 
Veredale,  WA  99037.  Support  Group. 

Phone:  (509)458-2741.  Meetings  in  Spokane 

ILLINOIS 

PARENTS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  TRANS- 
GENDER COMMUNITY:  PFTC,  c/o  Ellie 
Altman,  Northbrook  IL  60062.  (847)564- 
9496,  e-mail:  EUieAlt@aol.com.  Support 
group. 

CD-TRI-S— CHI  CHAPTER:  PO  Box  40, 

Wood  Dale  IL  60191-0040.  (630)262-8707. 
Email:  chitriess@aol.com.  Web  site: 
http://users.aol.com/chitriess/trisss/chim 
ain.htm.  Support  group. 


TG — Champaign/Urbana  Transgender 
Support  Group:  123  W.  Church,  Champaign 
IL  61825.  Tel:  (217)367-1033.  EmaU:  tsplen- 
doe@prairienet.org  Web: 
http://www.prairienet.org/ splendor 
Support  group.  We  meet  twice  a month. 

FTM — Illinois  Boyz:  (Champagne,  111).: 
Jaqui:  618-235-5908;  Email:  jaquitv@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO— CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  GEN- 
DER ASSOCIATION:  CIGA,  PO  Box  3082, 
Champaign,  IL  61826-3082.  Support  group. 

TG— CHICAGO  GENDER  SOCIETY,  PO 

Box  578005,  Chicago,  IL  60657.  (708)  863- 
7714 

FTM— FORGE  PO  Box  1272,  Milwaukee, 
WI  53201  (414)  278-6031.  E-mail:  tgwar- 
rior@execpc.com.  Web  site: 
www.execpc.com/--dmmunson/forge.htm. 

INDIANA 

glbt-INDIANA  UNIVERSITY,  GLBT 
STUDENT  SUPPORT  SERVICES:  705  E. 

7th  st.,  Bloomington,  In.  47405-3809  tel:  812- 
855-4252. E-mail:glbtserv@indiana.edu 
Web:  http://www.indiana.edu/-glbtserv 

CD/TS/FTM/MTF/SO — IGS:  Attn:  Linda 
BB,  PO  Box  425,  Carmel  IN  46032.  (317)299- 
5377,  Angela.  Email:  kaylin@iquest.net 
Support  group. 

TONI— PO  Box  2372,  Portage  IN  46268. 
Phone  (219)929-8533.  Support  Group  EmaU: 
jenfermaresl@juno.com. 

FTM — Indiana  Boyz:  (Northern  Indiana). 
Glen:  Email:  Glen22213@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF— INTERNATION- 
AL GENDER  SUPPORT  (aka:  Shrinking 
Violets):  PO  Box  425,  Camel,  IN  46032. 
(317)781-0834.  Support  group. 

TG— TRANSGENDER  OUTREACH  OF 
NORTHERN  INDIANA  Attn:  Linda  BB, 
PO  Box  425,  Carmel  IN  46032.  Phone: 
(317)299-5377,  Angela.  EmaU: 
kaylin@iquest.net  Support  group. 

CD/TS/TV/SO/FTM/MTF — IXE:  PO  Box 
20710,  Indianapolis  IN  46220.  Phone: 
(317)971-6976.  Web  site: 
http:  / / members.aol.com  / ixe/fish/ixe.html 
. Email:  IXE@aol.com.  Support  group. 

IOWA 

TRI-S— IOWA  ARTISTRY:  Box  75,  Cedar 
Rapids  LA  52406.  E-mail:  thecross@inau.net. 
Support  group. 

KANSAS 

TS-Support  Line:  Contact:  Francis  at 

316-795-4876. 

CD/TS/SO— CROSSDRESSERS  AND 
FRIENDS:  CAF,  Box  4092,  Overland  Park 
KS  66204.  (913)791-3847.  E-maU:  frand- 
cks@hotmail.com  Web  site: 
http  /members.aol. com  / kccaf.  Support. 


CD/TS/SO— WICHITA  TRANSGENDER 
ALLIANCE:  PO  Box  3002,  Wichita  KS 
67001-3002.  Bi-weekly  meetings.  Contact: 
Shelly  316-269-3104  or  Krystine  316-688- 
0816.  Support  group. 

KENTUCKY 

FTM — Kentucky  Boyz:  Lee,  502-549-5619; 
Email:  alphavamp@aol.com  (Louisville) 

CD/TS/SO— THE  BLUEGRASS  BELLES: 

c/o  Angela,  PO  Box  20173,  Louisville,  KY 
40250.  (502)446-2175,  digital  pager,  please 
enter  "55"  after  your  telephone  number. 
Email:  angelaky@hotmail.com, 
efduhr@ukcc.uky.edu, 
dwils00@ukcc.uky.edu,  or  acasbeer@jcc- 
uky.campus.mci.net.  Support  group. 

LOUISIANA 

CD/TS/SO— GULF  GENDER  ALLIANCE: 

PO  Box  56836,  New  Orleans,  LA  70156- 
6836.  (504)833-3046.  Support  group  E-mail: 
gganola@aol.com 

MAINE 

ALL— TRANSUPPORT:  Box  17622, 
Portland  ME  04112.  (207)  862-2063.  Support 

ALL— MAINE  GENDER  RESOURCE 
AND  SUPPORT  SERVICE:  c/o  Jean 
Vermette,  PO  Box  1894,  Bangor  ME  04402- 
1894.  (207)862-2063.  Education,  referrals, 
outreach. 

FTM-MaineBoyz:  PJ,  e-mail: 
pjmears@megalink.net  (Maine) 

MARYLAND 

CD-Tri-s  chi  epsilon  sigma:  contact  Grace, 
P.O.  Box  505,  Baltimore,  MD  21022,  e-mail: 
tri_ess@hotmail.com  Web: 
http:  / / www.geocities.com/ WestHollywoo 
d/Stonewall/3432.  Educational  and  social 
activities,  monthly  meetings,  large  couples 
contingent,  extensive  wives  networking 
group. 

FTM-  BALTIMORE  BOYZ:  Mary  (410)837- 
8888,  Gary  (410)392-3640. 

CD/TS/SO— WASHINGTON-BALTI- 
MORE  ALLIANCE:  c/o  H.  Garfirtkle,  PO 
Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20915. 
(301)649-3960.  Support  group.  Meets  in  DC 
Metro  area. 

TG/SO— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP  OF  BALTIMORE:  c/o  GLCCB 

(Gay  & Lesbian  Community  Center  of 
Baltimore),  241  W.  Chase  St.,  Baltimore  MD 
21201.  Phone  (410)837-5445  10:00  a.m.— 6:00 
p.m.  M-F  or  (410)837-8888  7:00  p.m.— 10:00 
p.m.  evenings.  Peer  and  family  support 
group.  Monthly  meetings. 

FTM — Trans  Info  Project — Information 
and  education  website  for  FTMs.  Chat  Site 
'Alex's  Garage  ' for  informal  chat  and 
Sunday  night  moderated  discussions.  E- 
mail:  alexfox@erols.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ALL— FREEDOM  FROM  GENDER  SOCI- 
ETY, c/o  Ruth  O'Connor,  POB  1551, 
Brookline,  MA  02446-1551. 


ALL/CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF— SUNSHINE 
CLUB:  P.O.  Box  564  Hadley,  MA  01035- 
0564.  (413)-586-5004.  E-mail: 
tbearll3@aol.com.  Web: 
http://www.umass.edu/stonewall/sun- 
shineclub.html  Support  group. 

Intersex-The  Middlesex  Group:  p.o.box  25, 
Newtonville,  MA  02160  e-mail: 
mdsx@juno.com  617-630-9263  Specific  for 
intersex  individuals. 

ALL— TIFFANY  CLUB  OF  NEW  ENG- 
LAND, INC.:  TCNE,  PO  Box  2283,  Woburn 
MA  01888-0483.  (781)891-9325  (answered 
live  Tuesdays  7:00-10:00pm  ET).  Web  site: 
www.TCNE.org.  Support  group. 

SO— TIFFANY  CLUB  WIVES'  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  c/o  TCNE,  Inc.,  PO  Box  2283, 
Woburn  MA  01888-0483.  (781)891-9325 
(answered  live  Tuesdays  7:00-10:00pm  ET). 
Support  group. 

ALL— YOU'RE  NOT  ALONE:  group 
explores  different  aspects  of  how  being  a 
Transperson  affects  you,  your  family,  your 
life!  Johanna  at  781-891-9325. 

TS — Cambridge  Support  Group:  617-661- 
9332,  meets  2 times  per  month, 
JAENIA@erols.com 

TS/TG— GENDER  SUPPORT  SERVICES 
FOR  TSs  (GISST):  (617)227-6216.  Support 
group  for  TS/TGs  with  addiction  issues. 
Meets  in  Boston. 

FTM — Comapss:  PO  Box  229,  Waltham  MA 
022254.  781-899-2212.  1st  Thursday  evening 
of  the  month.  FTM  support  group. 

FTM — FTM  Center,  PO  Box  642,  Boston, 
MA  02130.  617-971-9434  ftmcenter@mailci- 
ty.com  "The  voice  of  the  transsexual  man" 
Social  events.  Lionheart  spirituality. 

CD/TS/SO— INVESTMENTS:  PO  Box 

2194,  Orleans  MA  02653.  Support  group. 

ALL-FREE  Boyz:  Northampton,  MA  Email: 
Frankie  Hill  frankiejlh@aol.com  Support. 

Bi  Gala — University  of  Massachusetts — 
Lowell,  SIC(S)  Box  #34,  Lowell,  MA  01854 
e-mail:  BiGALA@student.uml.edu 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY):  is  a youth-led,  adult-supervised 
social  support  group  for  GLBT  youth  to  age 
22.  Meetings  are  held  weekly  at  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St,  Beacon 
Hill,  near  the  state  house.  Wed  6-9pm,  Sun 
2-5.  ( 617-437-7683,  www.bagly.org. 

Gay  & Lesbian  Adolescent  Social  Services 
(GLASS)  runs  a community  center  provid- 
ing peer  support,  adult  counseling,  and  safe 
haven  for  youth  age  13-25.  Near  Newbury 
St  & Mass  Ave,  open  M-F  4-8pm.  617-437- 
7683 

Sidney  Borum  Health  Center  provides  a 
free  clinic  for  primary  health,  mental  & 
substance  abuse  care  for  GLBT  youth  age 
13-25.  130  Boylston  ST.  near  Tremont,  walk- 
in  hours  4-7pm.  617-457-8140 

Project  10  East:  maintains  an  office  and 
drop-in  center.  Education-oriented,  particu- 
larly helpful  for  those  dealing  with  in- 
school issues.  Teen  afternoon  activities 


Wednesdays  & Fridays  3-6pm.  Office  hours 
M-F  9am-lpm.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1145  Mass.  Ave,  Harvard  Square, 
Cambridge.  617-864-4528, 
http://Quniverse.com/plOe 

Victim  Recovery  Program,  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center:  provides  coun- 
seling & advocacy  for  GLBT  victims  of  hate 
crime,  domestic  violence,  sexual  assault  or 
police  abuse.  If  you've  been  victimized,  this 
may  be  the  best  place  to  start  getting  help. 
They  are  even  tracking  hate  crimes  against 
transfolk.  7 Haviland  St,  near  Boylston  St  & 
Mass  Ave.  617-267-0900  x311  or  (800)834- 
3242  x311 

Alcoholics  Anonymous:  There's  a T-orient- 
ed  AA  meeting  every  week  at  IFGE  in 
Waltham  (call  781-899-2212  for  info),  and  a 
T-friendly  Gay  AA  meeting  every  day  in 
Boston.  Call  Central  Services  for  a free  copy 
of  their  meeting  list.  617-426-9444 

YOUTH:  FATHER  BILL'S:  617-451-2011 

FTM— EAST  COAST  FEMALE-TO-MALE 
GROUP  (ECFTMG):  PO  Box  60585, 
Florence  Station,  Northhampton,  MA  01062, 
413-584-7616.  Meetings  2nd  Sunday  of  the 
month.  Peer  support  for  all  female-to-male 
transgendered,  crossdressers,  transsexuals, 
and  our  significant  others. 

MICHIGAN 

CD/TS/SO— I.M.E.  OF  WESTERN  MICHI- 
GAN: PO  Box  1153,  Grand  Rapids  MI 
49501.  Web  site:  www.iserv.net/ ~ime. 
Support. 

FTM — Michigan  Boyz:  (Kalamazoo,  MI). 
Jonathan,  616-345-9070;  Email:  tushu@com- 
plink.net 

All— CROSSROADS  CHAPTER,  INC.  PO 

Box  1245,  Royal  Oak,  MI  48068-1245.  313- 
537-3267.  Web:  detroit.geekbabe.com/cross- 
roads.  EmaiLcrtvMich@aol.com 

ALL— NATIONAL  DENDER  DYSPHO- 
RIA ORG.(NGDO):  PO  Box  02732,  Detroit, 
MI  48202.  (313)  842-5258.  Peer  Counseling, 
support  group. 

MINNESOTA 

GENDER  EDUCATION  CENTER:  GEC, 

PO  Box  1861,  Maple  Grove  MN  55311. 
Debra  Davis,  Director.  (612)424-5445,  FAX 
(612)425-8595.  Educational  outreach. 

TRI-S— BETA  GAMMA:  Box  8591, 
Minneapolis  MN  55408.  (612)  870-8536. 
Email:  triessbg@tri-esss.com.  Web  site: 
http://www.tri-ess.com.  Support  group. 

YOUTH  DISTRICT  202:  2524  Nicollet 
Ave.,  So.  Minneapolis  MN  55408. 
(612)871-5559.  Fax  (612)871-1445.  Safe  place 
for  GLBT  youth. 

CD— CITY  OF  LAKES  CROSSGENDER 
COMMUNITY:  CLCC,  PO  Box  16265, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55414.  (612)229-3613. 

Web  site:  http://205/174/227/tg/mag- 
gie/clcc/index.html.  Support. 

TRANSGENDER  HIV/AIDS  PREVEN- 
TION PROGRAM:  Human  Sexuality, 

Dept,  of  Family  Practice  and  Community 


Health,  U Minnesota  Medical  School,  1300 
So.  2nd  Street,  Suite  180,  Minneapolis  MN 
55454.  (612)625-1500,  FAX  (612)626-8311. 
Educational  outreach. 

MISSISSIPPI 

TS-Support  Line:  Contact:  Francis  at  316- 
795-4876. 

TRI-S— BETA  CHI  MISSISSIPPI:  PO  Box 

31253,Jackson,  MS  39206-1253.  Lee  Frances, 
Secretary,  (601)982-7678  (24  hrs).  Support . 

MISSOURI 

CD/TS/SO— ST  LOUIS  GENDER  FOUN- 
DATION: StLGF,  PO  Box  9433,  St.  Louis 
MO  63117.  (314)  367-4128.  StLGF@aol.com. 
Web: 

http:  / / members.aol.com/ stlgf  1 / index.html 

TRI-S— SIGMA  MU:  PO  Box  2502#298, 
Springfield  Mo  65801.  Phone:  (417)831- 
3433.  Email:  LSolomon@mail.orion.org. 

NEBRASKA 

CD/TS/SO— RIVER  CITY  GENDER 
ALLIANCE:  RCGA,  PO  Box  3112,  Omaha 
NE  68103.  (402)  398-1255.  E-mail:  sgib- 
bons@synergy.net.  Support  group. 

NEVADA 

TRI-S  -THETA  UPSILON  GAMMA:  PO 

Box  42401,  Las  Vegas  NV  89116.  (702)  387- 
3891.  Email:  sage@intermind.net.  Web  site: 
http://www.intermind.net/theta/theta.ht 
ml.  Support  group. 

TG/CD/TS/SO — Transgender  Support  Las 
Vegas  C/O  Community  Counseling  Center, 
1120  Almond  Tree  Lane,  Suite  207,  Las 
Vegas,  NV  89104.  Voice  mail:  702-392-2132, 
e-mail:  tgsupport.lv@usa.net  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/West 
Hollywood  / Heights  / 5 127/ Group  .html 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

PFLAG  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  T-SON, 
Tel:  603-622-4096,  NHTSON@aol.com 

CD— TRI-ESS  NEW  ENGLAND,  P.O,  Box 
7681,  Nashua,  NH  03060-7681.  Email: 
gerri.buchanan@writeme.com.  Web  site: 
www.tri-ess.com 

WRITERS  ETC.:  c/o  Abbey  M.  Greene,  PO 
Box  6211,  West  Franklin  NH  03235.  (603) 
934-3379.  Support  group. 

G/L/Bi./T/Q  YOUTH— SEACOAST  OUT- 
RIGHT: PO  Box  842,  Portsmouth  NH 
03802.  Phone:  (603)431-1013.  Resource, 
referral,  support  for  those  21  and  younger; 
referral  only  for  those  over  21. 

NEW  JERSEY 

TRI-S— SIGMA  NU  RHO:  SNR,  1092  St. 
Georges  Ave.,  Suite  234,  Rahway  NJ  07065- 
2664.  Phone:  (908)826-5287.  24-hour  hot-line 
(800)480-3152,  in  near  states.  E-mail:  car- 
olannsnr@juno.com.  Support  group. 
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TRI-S— CHI  DELTA  MU:  PO  Box  1,  River 
Edge  NJ  07661-0001.  (800)484- 
7593(code4985).  Support  group.  E-mail: 
cdm81@hotmail.com.  Web  site:  www.geoci- 
ties.com  / westhollywood  /heights/  7396 

CD/TS/SO— MONMOUTH/OCEAN 
TRANS  GENDER:  MOTG,  PO  Box  8243, 
Red  Bank  NJ  07701.  (732)219-9094.  Support 
group.  Email:  vikkimmotg@aol.com. 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSIT:  908-575-1161. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS— NORTHERN  NEW  JERSEY:  c/o 

Ms.  Lynda  Frank,  PO  Box  96,  Mt. 

Arlington,  NJ  07856.  (973)  663-0772.  E-mail, 
lyndafranknyc@yahoo.com  Support  group, 
information  & referral. 

CD/TS— NJSUPPORT:  c/o  T.  Risley,  301  F 
Saunders  Ave.,  Bellmawr,  NJ  08031. 
(609)933-2233.  Meetings  1st  Saturday  of  the 
month,  Unitarian  Universalist  Church  of 
Washington  Crossing.  Renaissance  affiliate. 

NEW  MEXICO 

CD— TRI-S— PHI  FIESTA!:  8200 
Montgomery  NE,  #241,  Albuquerque  NM 
87109.  Phone:  (505)299-2533.  Support 
group. 

TG/MTF-FTM— TRANSGENDER  COM- 
MUNITY GROUP:  University  of  New 
Mexico,  Albuquerque  NM.  Phone  (505)260- 
1727.  Email:  egypt@unm.edu.  Supportive, 
educational  and  social  space  for  ALL  trans- 
gendered  identities.  Meets  every  Monday 
night. 

The  Transgender  Support 

Group/ Albuquerque.  (505)  342-8077.  Email 

Witast@aol.com 

NEW  YORK 

CD/TS/SO— IMPERIAL  QUEENS  & 
KINGS  OF  GREATER  NEW  YORK: 

80  Eighth  Avenue,  Suite  301,  New  York  NY 
10011.  (212)229-1968  days,  (212)627-1969 
evenings.  Open  social  group. 

FTM — New  York  Boyz:  Sam,  Email: 
srwl8@columbia.edu  (NYC) 

ALL— GENDER  IDENTITY  PROJECT: 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center,  208  West  13th  St.  New  York  NY 
10011  Tel:  (212)620-7310.  Fax:  (212)  924- 
2657.  rblumenstein@gaycenter.org  Support 
group. 

BI-GENDER  RAP  GROUP:  c/o  Lynda 
Frank,  330  W.  45th  St.  Apt.  3H,  New  York, 
NY  10036.  Meets  2nd  Monday  each  month, 
6-8  pm  in  lower  Manhattan.  Contact:  Lynda 
Frank,  (212)765-3561. 

CD/TS/SO— CROSSDRESSERS  INTL: 

404  W.  40th  St.,  #2,  New  York  NY  10018. 
(212)570-7389,  or  212-564-4847  on  Wed.  E- 
mail:  cdinyc@aol.com.  Support.  Web  site: 
http://  www. 

members.aol.com/cdnyc/index.html 

CD/TS/SO— LONG  ISLAND  FEMME 
EXPRESSION:  LIFE,  PO  Box  1311,  Water 
Mill  NY  11976-1311.  (516)283-1333.  Email: 
joed2viola@aol.com.  Support  group. 


CD/TS/SO— TRANSGENDERISTS' 
INDEPENDENCE  CLUB:  TGIC,  PO  Box 
13604,  Albany  NY  12212-3604.  (518)436- 
4513  live  Thurs.  7-9  p.m.  or  leave  a message 
and  instructions  for  calling  back.  Support 
group,  e-mail:  vicky_s@juno.com 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSGENDER  NET- 
WORK: PO  Box  1611,  South  Rd  Annex, 
Poughkeepsie  NY  12601-0611.  Support 
group.  1st  & 3rd  Fridays 

TS— METAMORPHOSIS:  PO  Box  6260, 
Broadway  Station,  Long  Island  City,  NY 
11106-0260.  (718)728-4615.  Support  group. 

ALL-zappalorti  society,  GLBT,  psychara- 
tric  survivors:  Weekly  meetings.  Sat  2-4pm, 
at  the  Lesbian  Gay  Services  Center,  208  W. 
13th  Street,  New  York  City,  west  of  7th  ave. 
718-422-1838 

BUFFALO  BELLES:  PO  Box  1701,  Amherst, 
NY  14226  (716)  446-2661.  E-mail: 
buffalo_bells@juno.com 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

FTM — North  Carolina  Boyz:  Terry:  919- 
639-6158;Email:  TLCRD96@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO— CAROLINA  TRANS-SENSU- 
AL  ALLIANCE:  4037  East  Independence 
Blvd.,  Suite  111,  Charlotte,  NC  28205,  704- 
531-9988 

TRI-S — KAPPA  BETA:  c/o  Corresponding 
Secy,  PO  Box  12101,  Charlotte  NC  28220- 
2101.  (704)565-5034.  E-mail:  infolady@kap- 
pabeta.org.  Web  site:  www.kappabeta.org.. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S— CHI  CHI  RHO-TRI-ESS:  Crystal 
Coast  Rose,  PO  Box  733,  Bridgeton,  NC 
28519.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— PHOENIX  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT:  Phoenix,  PO  Box  18332, 
Asheville  NC  28814.  (704)253-9882.  Support 
group.  E-mail:  jessicaash@aol,com. 

CD/TS/SO— TRIANGLE  GENDER  SOCI- 
ETY (TGS):  c/o  David  & Helen  Rogers, 
5425  Turkey  Farm  Rd.,  Durham,  NC  27705. 
Phone  (919)968-8070.  Support  group. 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

CD/TS/TV— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA:  c/o 

Debbie  Ann  Somero,  PO  Box  644, 
Wahpeton,  ND  58074-0644.  Phone  (701)642- 
1427.  Support  group. 

OHIO 

All— It's  Time  Ohio:  PO.  Box  21310, 
Columbus,  OH  43221,  614-470-4245,  e-mail: 
itoh@stargate.com  Political  Action 
web:http:  // www.Geocities.com/ WestHolly 
wood/7977. 

CD/TS/SO— CRYSTAL  CLUB.  PO  Box  287, 
Columbus  OH  43068-0287.  (614)294-9031  E- 
mail:  cc@stargatge.com.  Support  group. 

TRI-S— ALPHA  OMEGA:  Box  2053, 
Sheffield  Lake  OH  44054-0053.  (216)556- 
0067.  Support  group. 


CD/TS/SO— CROSS-PORT:  PO  Box  1692, 
Cincinnati  OH  45201.  (606)581-3711,  E-mail: 
crossportcincy@yahoo.com..  Support 
group. 

OKLAHOMA 

TS-Support  Line:  Contact:  Francis  at  316- 
795-4876. 

TRI-S— SIGMA  BETA:  PO  Box  42122, 
Oklahoma  City  OK  73123.  Support  group. 

OREGON 

TS-  TRANSSEXUAL  PEER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  2400  NE  Broadway,  Portland  OR 
97204.  Phone:  (503)441-6746.  Ask  for  Tracy. 
All  TS  of  all  ages  and  trans-curious  are 
invited  to  attend.  Thursdays  at  7p.m.  at 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  NE 
Broadway  at  24th  Ave.  E-mail: 
tiffanysue@altavista.net  Support  group. 

TV/CD/TS/TG/SO— NORTHWEST  GEN- 
DER ALLIANCE:  NWGA,  PO  Box  4928, 
Portland  OR  97208.  (503)646-2802.  E-mail: 
nwga@teleport.com.  Web  site:  www.tele- 
port.com/~nwga/  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— CAPITOL  CITY  CHAPTER: 

PO  Box  3312,  Salem  OR  97302.  Support 
group. 

TS— SALMACIS  SOCIETY/VERSITILE 
WOMEN:  PO  Box  1604,  Eugene  OR  97440- 
1604.  (541)688-4282.  Service  & information. 

TG— INTERMOUNTAIN  TRANSGEN- 
DER OUTREACH:  1524  Monroe  Avenue, 
La  Grande  OR  97850.  (541)962-3466.  Email: 
keol@eosc.osshe.edu.  Support  group. 

TRI-S— RHO  GAMMA/ROGUE  VALLEY 
GIRLS:  PO  Box  5551,  Grants  Pass  OR 
97527. 

ALL— TRANS-PORT:  PO  Box  66913, 
Portland,  OR  97290-6913.  (503)  735-3989.  E- 
mail:  tport483@aol.com.  Web  site: 
www.transport.org.  Peer  support. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

CD-Tri-s  Chi  epsilon  sigma:  Concact 
Yvonne  Sullivan,  P.O.  Box  3469,  York,  PA 
17405,  e-mail:  tri_ess@hotmail.com  Web: 
http:  // www.geocities.com  / WestHollywoo 
d/Stonewall/3432.  Educational  and  social 
activities,  monthly  meetings,  large  couples 
contingent,  extensive  wives  networking 
group. 

FTM— PITBOYZ:  Dan  & Michelle.  E-mail: 
windyl@aabe.com. 

CD/TS— TRANSPITT:  PO  Box  3214, 
Pittsburgh  PA  15230.  (412)224-5902.  Web: 
www. transgender.org/tg/tpitt/Support. 

CD— TRAVELERS  EXPRESS:  PO  Box  150, 
Falls  Creek  PA  15840.  (814)375-7651.  Central 
PA  region.  Self  expression  in  100%  non  clos- 
eted environment.  Passing  not  an  issue, 
presentability  essential.  Leave  message. 

CD/TS/SO— ERIE  SISTERS:  ESCC,  1903 
West  8th  Street,  Suite  261,  Erie  PA  16505. 
Email:  eriesister@aol.com.  Support  group. 


CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— LOWER 
SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEY  CHAPTER: 

Renaissance — LSV,  PO  Box  2122, 

Harrisburg  PA  17105-2122.  (717)780-1578. 
Email:  lsv@ezonline.com.  Web  site: 
http:  / / www.ezonline.com  /lsv.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— LEHIGH 
VALLEY/POCONO  AREA:  Renaissance 
LV,  PO  Box  3624,  Allentown  PA  18106. 
Phone:  (610)821-2955.  Support  group. 
FTM— LANCASTER  BOYZ:  Tom  (717)  892- 
4999.  E-mail:  malesic@proIog.net.  (Philly 
area) 

TS — The  Philadelphia  Transsexual 
Support  Group  (PTSSG),  1201  Locust 
Street,  Washington  West  Project, 
Philadelphia  Meets  in  the  office  of  the 
Transgender  Health  Action.  The  1st 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  4pm.  e-mail: 
rica@netaxs.com 

CD/TS/SO— CROSS  DRESSERS  INTER- 
NATIONAL: CDI,  PO  Box  61,  Easton  PA 
18044.  S.  Kristine  James,  Director,  Karen 
Cioe,  NYC  Coordinator.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— EDUCA- 
TION ASSOC.  INC.:  Renaissance  GPC,  987 
Old  Eagle  School  Road,  Suite  719,  Wayne 
PA  19087.  (610)975-9119.  E-mail:  ben- 
salem@bbs.cpcn.com.  Web  site: 
http://www.ren.org.  Support  group. 

FTM— PHILLY  BOYZ:  Steve  (215)546-6444. 
E-mail:  shock@asc.upenn.edu.  Philadelphia 

CD/TS/SO/MTF/FTM — TransYouth 
Services,  UNITY  INC.:  1207  Chestnut  St., 
Philadelphia,  PA  19107.  (215)851-1958  or 
(215)851-1912.  Community  services  and 
"Butch  Brothers"  Philadelphian  FTM  sup- 
port. 

RHODE  ISLAND 

CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF — MORF?:  PO  Box 
623,  Portsmouth,  RI  02871-0623.  Gwen 
Spencer,  Barbie  Fournier,  or  Tricia-Lynn 
Ross  (401)683-6836.  Support  group. 

TENNESSEE 

TRI-S— ALPHA  PI  OMEGA:  c/o  Laury  W. 
PO  Box  871,  Brentwood  TN  37204-0871. 
Email:  laurywl@mindspring.com.  Web  site: 
http://members.aol.com/apotris/aponash. 
htm.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— TENNESSEE  VALS:  PO  Box 
92335,  Nashville  TN  37209-2335.  (615)664- 
6883  voice  mail.  E-mail:  jlovel@ix.  netcom. 
com.  Homepage: 

http: /www.  transgender.org/tg/tvals/. 
Support  group 

FTM — Tennessee  Boyz:  (Nashville,  TN).: 
Dustin,  615-431-9540;  FTM  Resource  Email: 
CyberBum7@aol.com 

TEXAS 

CD/TS/SO— METROPLEX  CD  CLUB:  PO 

Box  141924,  Irving  TX  75014.  (972)  264- 
7103.  e-mail:  domiss@flash.net  Web: 
www.flash.net/ -domega  Support  group. 
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TRI-S— NU  EPSILON  TAU:  PO  Box  14096, 
Arlington  TX  76094.  (214)490-5738.  Email: 
BobbieR648.  Support  group. 

CD— HELPING  CDs  ANONYMOUS: 
HCDA,  239  Westheimer  (Office  of  Suzanne 
Anderson  Properties),  Houston  TX  77006. 
Tel:  281-520-3610  (pager)  Email: 
brenda@firstnethou.com.  Support  Group. 

TRI-S— THETA  OMEGA  GAMMA 
DETROIT:  c/o  Tri-Ess,  8880  Bellaire  B2, 
Suite  104,  Houston  TX  77036.  (temp) 
Support. 

TRI-S— TAU  CHI  CHAPTER-TRI  ESS: 
8880  Bellaire  B2  Ste.  104,  Houston,  TX 
77411-1105.  (713)347-8747.  E-mail: 
JEFTRIS@aol.com.  Web  site:  http:www.hrst- 
nethou.com/brenda/.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— BOULTON  & PARK  SOCI- 
ETY: PO  Box  17,  Bulverde,  TX  78163 
(830)980-7788  live  Tues.  6-9  pm  CT.  Email: 
tx  t party@aol.com.  Support  group. 

WEST  TEXAS  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  5350 
LLano,  Abilene  TX  79605.  Email: 
temsim@jumo.com. 

UTAH 

CD/TS/SO— ALPHA  RHO,  SALT  LAKE 
CITY:  PO  Box  571242,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
84157-1242.  (801)553-8141.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— ENGENDERED  SPECIES:  PO 
Box  11897,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84147. 
(801)364-0136.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/TG/SO— SALT  LAKE  GENDER 
CONSORTIUM:  Genevera  Martin  Pres., 

PO  Box  651073,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84165- 
1073.  (801)576-1416.  E-mail: 
geneveram@aol.com.  Support  Group. 

VERMONT 

CD/TS— TRANS:  (802)472-8115.  Meets  1st 
& 3rd  Tuesdays  in  Burlington.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS— VERMONT  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  For  information  leave 
message  at  (802)860-8430.  Support  group. 

VIRGINIA 

CD-tri-s  chi  epsilon  sigma:  (DC /Northern 
Virginia)  Contact  Joan  Henderson,  P.O.  Box 
1728,  Herndon,  VA  20172  e-mail: 
tri_ess@hotmail.com  Web: 
http:/  / www.geocihes.com/ WestHollywoo 
d/Stonewall/3432.  Educational  and  social 
activities,  monthly  meetings,  large  couples 
contingent,  extensive  wives  networking 
group. 

CD-tri-s  chi  epsilon  sigma: 
(Richmond/Williamsberg)  Contact  Lucy 
Stone,  P.O.  Box  382,  Norge,  VA,  17405  e- 
mail:  tri_ess@hotmail.com  Web: 
http:  / / www.geocities.com  / WestHollywoo 
d/Stonewall/3432.  Educational  and  social 
activities,  monthly  meetings,  large  couples 
contingent,  extensive  wives  networking  . 

TG-Ladies  First  Social  Club:  Dumfries,  VA 

(703)441-0283.  E-mail  lauraBCD@aol.com 


TRANS-GENDER  EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION:  PO  Box  16036,  Arlington 
VA  22215.  (301)949-3822.  E-mail: 
tgea@juno.com.  Web  Site: 
http:  / / www.tgguide.com/guide/dc/tgea~ 
ndx.html.  Support  group. 

WASHINGTON 

CD/TS-CINDERELLA  CIRCLE:  304  W. 

Champion,  Bellingham  WA  98225  (360)416- 
1437  Email:  mhowe@pioneemet.net  Web: 
http://www.pioneemet.net/mhowe/ 
Support. 

CD/TS/SO— PAPILLON:  P.O.  Box  1365, 
Veredale,  WA  99037.  Support  Group. 

Phone:  (509)458-2741.  Meetings  in  Spokane 

DC/SO— EMERALD  CITY:  PO  Box  31318, 
Seattle,  WA  98103.  Web  site: 
www.adminw.com/em 

WASHINGTON,  DC 

FTM— DC  BOYZ:  Adam  (301)270-0372.  E- 
mail:  romandede@aol.com.  (Metro  DC.) 

CD/TS/SO — PFLAG  (Parents,  Families 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays):  1101 — 
14th  St.  NW,  Suite  1030,  Washington,  D.C. 
20005.  Phone  (202)  638-4200.  Fax  (202)  638- 
0243.  E-mail:  info@pflag.org.  Web: 
http/ /www.pflag.org. 

CD/TS/SO— WASHINGTON-BALTI- 
MORE  ALLIANCE:  c/o  H.  Garfinkle,  PO 
Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20915.  Phone 
(301)649-3960.  Support  group.  Meets  in 
metro  D.C. 

TG— TRANSGENDER  EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION  of  Washington  DC:  Web 
Site:  www.zzapp.org  or  e-mail: 
tgea@zzapp.org 

WISCONSIN 

CD/TS/SO— GEMINI  GENDER  GROUP: 

PO  Box  44211,  Milwaukee  WI  53214.  (voice- 
mail).  (414)297-9328  E-mail: 
75261.1443@compuserv.com.  Web  site: 
www.netwrx.net/~ggg.  Support 

CANADA 

QUEBEC 

TS/SO— FACTT— QUEBEC:  Box  293,  Cote 
de  Neiges  Post  Office,  5858  Cote  de  Neiges 
Blvd.,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H3S 
2S6.  French-speaking  referrals,  medical  and 
psychological  services  and  support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— CLUB  MET:  4113  Dorion 
Street,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H2K 
3B8.  (514)528-8874.  Support  group. 
(Formerly  TAM.) 

TS/SO— TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON: 
Non-prisoners  contact  Dee  Farmer, 
23288037,  PO  Box  4000,  Springfield  MO 
65808.  Prisoners  contact  Mrs.  Patricia 
Fisher,  Succ  293  Cote-des-Neiges,  5858 
Cote-des-Neiges  Blvd,  Montreal,  QC, 
CANADA  H3S  2S6. 

ONTARIO 

TS— TRANSITION  SUPPORT:  The 

Church  Street  Community  Centre, 


519  Church  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
CANADA  M4Y  2C9.  Support  group.  2nd  & 
4th  Fridays  7-10pm 

CD/TS/SO— XPRESSIONS:  PO  Box  223, 
Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5W 
1B2.  (416)812-6879.  Email:  dwells@sympati- 
co.ca.  Support  group. 

CD/TS— STREET  OUTREACH  SER- 
VICES: c/o  W.  Travers,  622  Yonge  St,  2nd 
FI,  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M4Y  1Z8. 
(416)926-0744  (24  hours).  Multitude  of  ser- 
vices for  TG  youth. 

IS— PATRICIA  FLORA:  PO  BOX  425, 
Postal  Station  C,  1117  Queen  Street  West, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M6J  3P5. 

CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF — TAKE  A WALK 
ON  THE  WILD  SIDE:  161  Gerrard  St.  E, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M5A  2E4.  (416) 
921-6112  (24hr).  TS  support  group,  profes- 
sional services.  Email:  info@wildside.org. 
Web  site:  www.wildside.org. 

CD/TS/SO— GENDER  MOSAIC:  PO  Box 
7421,  Vanier  Ottawa,  Ontario,  CANADA 
K1L  8E4.  (819)770-1945.  Support  group. 

FTM— ON.FTM:  378-532  Montreal  Rd., 
Ottawa,  On  Canada  K1K  4R4  (613)  798- 
9552,  fax  (613)  728-8054,  E-mail, 
onftm@cyberus.ca 

MANITOBA 

CD/TS/SO— PRAIRIE  ROSE  GENDER 
GROUP:  PRGG,  Box  23  Grp  4 RR1, 

Dugald,  Manitoba,  ROE  0K0.  CANADA. 
(204)  257-2759.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— MASQUERADE:  c/o  Lady 
Godiva  Boutique,  832  Corydon  Ave., 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada,  R3M  0Y2, 
Support. 

ALBERTA 

CD/TS/SO— ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB: 

Box  2000,  6802  Ogden  Rd.  SE,  Calgary, 
Alberta,  CANADA  T2C  1B4.  (403)  236  7072. 
Support 

TRI-S— PHI  SIGMA:  Box  81115,  755  Lake 
Bonavista  Drive  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alberta 
CANADA  T2J  7C9.  Phone:  (403)271-6247. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB: 

Box  33002  Glenwood  PO  , Edmonton, 
Alberta,  CANADA  T5P  4V8.  Support . 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

TS— TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

Dr.  Angela  Wensley,  14905  32nd  Avenue, 
White  Rock,  British  Columbia,  CANADA 
V4P  1A4.  (604)536-2053.  Support  group. 

CD/SO— CORNBURY  SOCIETY:  Box 

3745,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  CANA- 
DA V6B  3Z1.  Support  group. 

CD/TS— FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
ADVANCEMENT  OF  TRANS-GEN- 
DERED  PEOPLE'S  SOCIETY:  FATE,  1- 

1727  William  Street,  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  CANADA  V5L  2R5  (604)254- 
9591. 


TG/TS/CD— ZENITH  FOUNDATION: 

Box  46,  8415  Granville  Street,  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia,  CANADA  V6P  4Z9.  (604) 
261-1695. 

http://www.GenderWeb.org/~zenith  e- 
mail:  Tamaras@istar.ca  MtF  & FtM. 

PUERTO  RICO 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  PO  Box  36-4842, 
San  Juan  PR  00936-4842.  Phone  (787)782- 
9600.  Fax  (809)782-1411.  HIV/ AIDS  out- 
reach organization. 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  Calle  16  SE 
#1200  Caparra  Terrace,  Rio  Piedras  PR 
00921.  Phone  (787)782-9600  Fax  (787)782- 
1411.  HIV/ AIDS  outreach  organization. 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  Calle  Estrella 
#30,  Ponce  PR  00731.  Phone  (787)844-9600. 
Fax  (787)841-1485.  HIV /AIDS  outreach 
organization. 

MEXICO 

Guadalajara,  Jaliso,  Mexico  44190.  Cris- 
Lida  E-mail:  crisalidagdl@usa.net  Web: 
http://www.geocities.com/WestHollywoo 
d/Village/5613/AgrupaciUn  Mexicana  de 
Travestis,  Crossdressers,  Transgenderistas  y 
Transexuales.  Soporte,  Apoyo  y Servicios 
VISITANOS! 

SPAIN 

BARCELONA:  Colectivo  de  Transexuales 
de  Catalunya  (CTC)  Meeting  Mondays  7- 
9pm,  Tel:  34  93  3005946,  e-mail: 
lenaimoi@pangea.org  Mailing  Address: 
Apartado  de  correos  Num.  32081, 

Barcelona  Spain  08080 

Madrid:  Clinica  Isadora,  Pirineos  7, 

Madrid,  Spain  Tel:  34  91  3111000,  Fax:  34  91 
3116238,  E-mail:  isadora@omc.telprof.es 
Coordinator:  Empar  Pineda  Mon-Fre 
10:30am — 5pm.  Director:  Dr.  S.Z.  Chami. 
Surgeons:  Dr.  Chami  and  Dr.  Hage  from 
Free  University  of  Amsterdam. 

TS— COLETIVO  DE  TRANSEXUALES 
DE  CATALUNA:  C.  Balmes,  70,  lo  la,  08830 
Sant  Boi  de  Lobregat,  Barcelona.  Phone: 
08080  3454  6398  Wed.  7.30-9  pm.  Please 
speak  Spanish. 

TS/FTM/MTF — IDENTIDAD  DE  GEN- 
ERO:  Apartado  3023,  Granada  18080.  Non- 
profit support  group. 

ARGENTINA 

TS— TRANSSEXUALS  FOR  THE  RIGHT 
OF  LIFE  AND  IDENTITY:  TRANSDEVI, 

Casilla  de  Correo  151,  C.P.  1748  Gral. 
Rodriguez,  Buenos  Aires. 

BRAZIL 

TS— PURPURINA  (GLITTER)  PROJECT: 

Katia  Monteiro,  no.  55  Rua  DA  Gloria,  #30, 
Gloria,  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Phone:  02-252-4757. 
FAX:  02-227-5944.  Educational  outreach. 
AIDS  awareness,  referrals. 

TS— GRUPO  BRASILEIRO  de  TRANSEX- 
UAIS  (Brazilian  Transsexual's  Assoc.): 

Caixa  Postal  1097,  Cuiaba-MT  78.005-970. 
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AFRICA 

NIGERIA 

TRANSFORMATION  SECOND  SELF: 

c/o  Jane  Enuneku,  KM  4 Idiroko  Road,  PO 
Box  1006,  OTA,  OGUN  STATE,  WEST 
AFRICA.  Tel:  039-722615  Fax:  039-722467 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

PHOENIX:  c/o  Desiree  Dexter,  PO  Box 
1332,  Springs,  1560,  Gauteng.  Phone: 

+27111  362  5247. 

SATRU:  (S.  African  Transexual  Research 
Unit)  PO  Box  87283,  Houghton, 
Johannesburg  2041 . 

ENGLAND 

ALL — AGENDER:  Vinnie  or  Suzanna,  c/o 
Inpatients  Advocacy  Service,  Aldermands 
Lodge,  The  Caludon  Centre,  Walsgrave, 
Coventry,  CV22TE,  UK. 

TV/TS — TransEssex:  P.o.box  3,  Basildon, 
Essex  SS14  1PT.  Tel:  (01268)  583761  e-mail: 
stacy@transessex.nildram.co.uk.  Support. 

TS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  2 Shrrburn 
Ave.,  Mainsfield,  Notts.,  NG18  2BY.  Email: 
100572.2376@compuserve.com. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY:  27  Old  Gloucester 
Street,  BM  Charity,  London,  WC1N-3XX. 
Phone:  +44-1582-41-2220. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNERS' 
GROUP:  phones:  +44-1223-441246  (South), 
+44-1203-717528  (Central  & Wales). 

GENDYS  NETWORK:  BM  Gendys, 
London,  England  DE56  IDE,  Phone:  01773 
828973,  e-mail:  jedbland@mcmail.com  Web 
Site:  www. gendys.mcmail.com/  Group  for 
MTF  & FTM. 

TS— CHANGE:  BM  Box  3440,  London 
WC1N  3XX.  Phone:  +44-0-1303-259543. 
Email:  TSlCHANGE@AOL.COM.  Home 
page:  http://users.aol.com/tslchange/pri- 
vate/homepage.htm, 

FRIENDS  MERSEYSIDE:  36  Bolton  Street, 
Liverpool,  L3-5LX.  Phone:  +44-151-709- 
3181,  Fri.  7.30-9  GMT. 

FTM  NETWORK  [also  PRESS  FOR 
CHANGE]:  BM  Network,  London,  WC1N 
3XX.  Phone:  +44-161-423-1915,  Wed.  8pm- 
10.30  pm  Wed.  GMT 
Email:s.t.whittle@mmu.ac.uk.  Web  site: 
http:\\  www.pfc.org.uk/  press  for  change. 
Support,  political  lobbying  and  education 
group. 

THE  GENDER  TRUST:  BM  Gentrust, 
London,  WC1N-3XX.  Tel:+44-1305-269222 
before  10  pm  GMT.  Overseas 
Representative,  Dorothy  Francis,  The 
Gender  Trust,  3 Hartington  Villas,  Hove, 
BN3  6HF,  ENGLAND. 

TS— GENDER  IDENTITY  CONSULTAN- 
CY SERVICES:  Phone:  +44-1071  244  6090, 
FAX:  0171  244  6090.  Email:  GICS@aol.com. 


INTERNATIONAL  GENDER  TRAN- 
SIENT AFFINITY:  Box  2, 1 Banks  Building, 
School  Green  Road,  Freshwater,  Isle  of 
Wight,  P040-9AJ.  Human  rights /research. 

MERMAIDS:  BM  Mermaids,  London 
WC1N  3XX.  Group  for  children  and 
teenagers  with  gender  dysphoria  and  their 
families. 

TV— NORTHERN  CONCORD:  M60  1LN, 
Manchester  e-mail:  Jenny B@Concord. 
nwnet.co.uk 

OUSU  TRANSGENDER  GROUP:  Oxford 
University  Student  Union,  Little  Clarendon 
Street,  Oxford.  Phone:  +44-1865-270777. 

ROSE'S  CLUB/repartee:  P.O.  Box  186 
, Barnsley,  South  Yorkshire,  S73  oyt, 

England,  Tel/Fax  +44  1226  754252.  E-mail: 
roses@repartee.co.uk.  URL:  http://www. 
repartee.co.uk.  Support  for  transgendered 
and  partners  + magazine  and  newsletters. 

Vanity  Club  UK  for  Girls  on  the  Internet: 

Provides  friendship  and  contact  with  others 
for  those  wishing  to  get  out  and  enjoy 
being  T.  For  details,  Web:  http:/ /www. 
geocities.com/westhollywood/ vil- 
lage/7604/ 

IRELAND 

TRANS-GENDER  ARCHIVE:  c/o  Dr 

Richard  Ekins,  University  of  Coleraine, 
County  Londonderry,  Northern  Ireland, 
BT52  ISA  Library  and  archive  reference 
resource  and  research.  +44  1265  44141. 

Belfast  Butterfly  Club:  Northern  Ireland, 
P.O.  Box  210,  Belefast  BT1  1BG  +44  1585 
430408 

SCOTLAND 

CROSSLYNX:  c/o  SGLS,  PO  Box  38 
Glasgow,  G2-2QF.  Phone:  +44-141-221-8372. 
HelpLine:  +44-141-332-3333. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNER'S 
GROUP:  phones:  +44-01389-380389. 

WALES 

SOUTH  WALES  TV/TS  GROUP:  c/o 

Martina  Rees,  56a  Kinross  Ct,  Ridgway 
Road,  Llan-Romney,  Cardiff,  VF3-9AE. 

FRANCE 

ASSOC.  BEAUMONT  CONTINENTAL: 
ABC,  BP-3,  F-68350  Didenheim. 

ASSOCIATION  D'AIDE  AUX  TRANS- 
SEXUELS:  AAT,  Maison  des  Associations, 
93  La  Canabiere,  13001  Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DEVENIR  FEMME:  Les 

Terrasses  du  Mediterranee,  13006  Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DU  SYNDROME  DE 
BENJAMIN:  Relais  59-59  avenue 
Daumesnil,  3 r Keller,  75012,  Paris.  01  43  47 
2125. 

CARITIG:  B.P.  17-22,  75810  PARIS  CEDEX 
17,  FRANCE.  Phone  33-1-42-27-42-28.  Fax 
33-1-64-31-05-82.  Web:  http://www.interso- 
cial.org/caritig.  Center  for  assistance. 


research  and  information  on  transsexuality 
and  gender  identity. 

SWITZERLAND 

KONTAKFORUM  FEMME  TRAVESTIE: 

Postfach  6788,  CH-8023,  Zurich. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  GRUPPE:  Postfach  92, 
CH-9008  St.  Gallen. 

GERMANY 

IS— AIS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Postfach 
7,  71201  Rottenburg  am  Neckar.  (Fluent 
English,  German.) 

BODY  AND  SOUL:  c/o  KIBISS  KISS. 
Hanover.  Phone:  +0511  / 666567  oder 
Stefanie  0511/457347. 

TV/TS— Chel SI  e.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Roesslerstr.  9,  09113  Chemnitz.  Phone:  +49- 
371-50094  (Friday  only).  FAX:  +49-371- 
55867. 

CLUB  NEUES  LEBEN  NOVA:  PO  Box 

710232,  80634  Munchen.  Phone:  +49- 
089/7916643,  6-6:30  pm  (CET).  speak 
German. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FRANKFURT 
AM  MAIN:  Postfach  10  10  46,  63010 
Offenbach.  Tel.  069/8001008. 

TV/TS— GEREDE  e.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Wiener  Strasse  41,  01219,  Dresden.  Phone: 
+49-351/4640220  (Friday  only). 

INFORMATIONS  KONTAKT  UND  VER- 
MITTLUNGSSTELLEFUR  TRANSSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IN  BADEN  WURT- 
TEMBERG  e.V.:  IKV,  c/o  AOK  Karlsruhe, 
Kriegstr.  41,  D-76133,  Karlsruhe. 
Phone/FAX:  +49-721-62-3382. 

LEBENSBERATUNG  FUR  TRANSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IM  SAARLAND:  c/o 

Dr.  Waltraud  Schiffels,  Schlossstr  6,  D- 
66117,  Saarbruecken.  Phone:  +49-0681- 
583912 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FUR  TRANSSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IN  TUBINGEN: 
DAGMAR  KALTENMARK,  c/o 

Sozialforum,  Tubingen  e.V.,  Paulinenstr.  25, 
D-72072,  Tubingen. Phone:+49-7472- 
6048.Email:  100722.3070@compuserve.com. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Monika  Lusche, 
Muehlstr.  26,  74399  Waldheim.  Phone:  +49- 
7143-33502.  Astrid  Votz,  Forstr.  10,  71111 
Waldenbach.  Phone:  07157/8222.  Email: 
10722.3070@compuserve.com  or 
10157. 1 1 1 6@compuserve.com. 

SONTAGSCLUB  e.V.:  Rhinover  Strasse  8, 
D- 10437,  Berlin.  Phone:  +49-30-208-2035 
(Friday  6-8  CET).  Email:  kasimir@inf.fu- 
berlin.de. 

INTERESSENGEMEINSCHAFT  TRANS- 
SEXUELLE  GRUPPE  IN  DER  SEKIS: 

Albrecht-Achilles-Str.  65,  10709  Berlin. 
Phone:  030/8926602. 

TRANSIDENTITAS:  Postfach  10  10  46, 
63010,  Offenbach.  Phone:  +49-69-800-1008. 

TRANSSEXUELLEN-ARBEITSKREIS: 

c/o  HUCH,  Westring  278,  D-24116,  Kiel. 


Phone:  +49431-17090.  FAX:  431-17099. 

TSH  ESSEN:  c/o  Claudia  Peppen  horst, 
Caesarstr.  34,  D-45130,  Essen.  Phone:  +49- 
201-786899. 

TSH  MUNSTER:  c/o  MIKS,  Herwarthstr 
2,  48143  Muenster.  Phone:  +49-251/511263, 
Claudia  Scholz. 

TS  GRUPPE  HAMBURG:  Christian  Susan 
Black,  Nubeblerkamp  13a,  22175  Hamburg. 
Phone:  040-754-4323. 

TW:  PO  Box  1148,  D-65780,  Hattersheim. 

TS— VIVA  TS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE 
MUNCHEN  e.V.:  Obere  Muhlstr.  22,  D- 
81247,  Munchen.  Phone:  089-89-16  19  65  6- 
6:30  pm  CET.  Please  speak  German. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  BIELEFELD:  C/0 

Praxis  fuer  Beratung  und  Psychotherapie, 
Herm  Detlef  Kunert,  Karl-Eilers-Str.  1, 
33602  Bielefeld.  Phone:  0521/63623. 

TS— SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  BONN:  c/o 

SEKIS  Bonn,  Lotharstr.  95,  53115  Bonn. 
Phone:  0228/221754. 

SHG  DUESSELDORF:  c/o  Stefanie 
Sander,  Pleistr.  1,  B-4731  Eynatten/Belgian. 
Phone/FAX:  0032/87852833. 

TS-GRUPPE:  c/o  AIDS-Hilfe  Thueringen, 
Postfach  50,  99001  Erfurt.  Phone: 
0361/7312233. 

TS-ANGEHOERIGENGRUPPE  AWO- 
BERATUNGSZENTRUM:  Luetzow-Str.  32, 
450101  Essen.  Phone:  0201/312051, 
0201/312052. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  GOETTINGEN,  TS 
IN  PRAXIS  DR.  WIEDEKING:  Buehlstr. 
28a,  37037  Goettingen.  Phone:  0551/46755. 

SHG-HEIDELBERG:  Andreas  Kress, 
Postfach  103766,  69029  Heiderlberg. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG  KOBLENZ: 

c/o  Joana,  phone:  0261/45040. 

TRANSEXUELLENGRUPPE  KOELN:  c/o 

Karin,  phone:  02196/1739. 

PRO  FAMILIA  SACHSEN:  c/o  Prof.  Dr.  L. 
Aresin,  04315  Leipzig.  Phone:  0341/61530. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG:  c/o 

Christoph,  phone:  0391/5614616. 

SHG  MANHEIM:  Andreas  Tremmel, 
Postfach  1242,  67370  Dudenhofen. 
TRANSIDENTITAS  e.  V.:  WUF-ZEN- 
TRUM,  Niggelweg  2,  97082  Wuerzberg, 
jeden4. 

AUSTRIA 

TransX-Verein  TransGender:  PO  Box  331, 
A-1171,  Wien. 

BELGIUM 

FRANJEPOOT:  Postbox  53,  B-2100  Deume  1. 

GENDERSTICHTING  (BELGIUM  GEN- 
DER FOUNDATION):  Pluimstraat  48,  B- 
8500,  Kortrijk.  Phone:  +32-56-21-9541  (M-F 
9-11:30  am,  1-4:30  pm,  M & W to  8 pm). 
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TS— VERVLIET  JESSICA:  Ravalsvarg 
Sdraad  #372100,  Dauma,  Belgium.  Support. 

DENMARK 

FPE-NE  DENMARK:  Postboks  361,  DK- 
1504  Copenhagen  V.  Email:  FPE- 
NE.DK@dk-online.dk.  Web  site: 
http://www2.dk.online/users.fpe-ne.dk. 

TRANSVISION:  PO  Box  280,  DK-1502, 
Copenhagen  V. 

TRANSPAL:  c/o  Jen  Christiansen, 
Ostergade  20  E,  DK  9870  Sindal  Phone/fax: 
+011  45  98935253.  Social. 

CD/TS/TG— TRANSVESTIFORENIGEN  I 
DANMARK:  TID,  Postbox  9071, 1309 
Kobenhavn  K.  Contacts:  Solveig,  chair- 
woman, +45  44999920,  Fax  +45  44959573. 
Fyn  Mirell,  +45  64801810,  phone  & fax. 
Jylland  Cille,  +45  97742299,  phone  & fax. 
Email:  tid@danbbs.dk.  Web  site: 
http://www.danbbs.dk/~Hd.  The  club  is 
open  to  other  "Ts"  also  but,  the  main  focus 
is  on  crossdressing. 

NORWAY 

FPE-NE  NORWAY:  Box  1968,  Vika,  N-0125 
Oslo. 

EUROFANTASIA:  Box  442,  N-4301 
Sandnes.  Phone  & FAX:  +47-51-66-24-22. 
Email:  jennys@transgender.org. 

SWEDEN 

TS— BENJAMIN:  PO  Box  9083,  S 102  71, 
Stockholm.  Phone:  +46-40-611-9923,  Tues.  7- 
9 pm  CET. 

FPE-S  SWEDEN:  Box  49029,  S-400  64 
Gothenburg.  Phone:  +46-8-34-1316. 

PHI  PI  EPSILON  SVERIGE:  Box  529,  S- 
101  30  Stockholm.  Phone:  08-604-13-93.  Web 
site:  www.fpes.org. 

FINLAND 

DREAMWEAR  CLUB:  Box  159,  FIN-80101 
Joensuu. 

SETA:  c/o  Trans  Center,  Box  135,  FIN- 
00251  Helsinki.  Phone:  +358-0-2411-135. 
Email:  ekt@seta.fi. 

TS — Trasek  ry.  Hietalahdenkatu  2 B 16 
00180  Helsinki.  Email:  trasek@hotmail.com. 

NETHERLANDS 

TS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  (038)  269845. 
(Fluent  English,  Dutch.) 

TS— WERKGROEP  TRANSSEKSU- 
ALITEIT  GRONINGEN:  EENDRACHT- 
S1CADE  NZ  19,  9718  BB  GRONINGEN, 
+31-(50)  527-35-89.  Contact  H.H.  VISSCH- 
ER,  E-MAIL:  francina@worldaccess.nl. 

HOMODOK  LESBISCH  ARCHIEF  AMS- 
TERDAM, Nieuwpoortkade  2a,  1055  rx 
Amsterdam,  Tele:  020-60-60-712,  FAX:  020- 
60-60-713,  E-mail:  info@homodok-laa.nl, 
Web:  www.homodok-laa.nl 

GENDERTEAM  AMSTERDAM:  Prof.  Dr. 
L.J.G.  Gooren,  Dept. 

Endocrynology/Andrology,  Free  University 


Hospital,  PO  Box  7057, 1007  MB, 
Amsterdam.  Phne:  +31-020-444-0542  ext. 

199.  FAX:  444-0502. 

FTM — HET  JONGENSUUR:  Binnenkadijk 
178, 1018  ZH  Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  020- 
6221710. 

TV/TS — LANDELIJKE  KONTAKT- 
GROEP  TRAVESTIE  EN  TRANSSEKSU- 
ALITEIT:  LKG  T&T,  Postbus  11575,  1001 
GN  Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  10  -453-18-93. 
Email:  Rosalind@xs4all.nl. 

NEDERLANDSE  VERENIGING 
HUMANITAS:  PO  Box  71,  NL-1000  AB 
Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  020-5231100.  MTF, 
FTM  self  help  groups. 

FTM— MANNENGROEP:  c/o  Humanitas, 
PO  Box  71,  NL-1000  AB  Amsterdam. 

Phone:  +31  020-5231100.  FTM  support 
group. 

MTF/SO— WERKGROEP  FACET:  Rode 
Kruislaan  61,  NL — 5628  GB  Eindhoven. 
Phone:  +31-40-241-5475. 

TURKEY 

LAMBDA  ISTANBUL,  PK  103  Goztepe, 
Istanbul.  Fax  90.212.224.3792. 

TV/TS— SEXUAL  LIBERTIES:  Use  the 
ablove  mailing  instrucHons  for 
Travesty/Transsexualle,  c/o  Iskendar 
Savasir.  EducaHonal  outreach  for  all  Islamic 
countries. 

PAKISTAN 

KHUSRA  OF  PAKISTAN:  c/o  Muhamid 
Aslam  Khusra,  PF-34  Abbotabad  Hockey 
Stadium,  Abbotabad. Phone:  +92-5921-6158 
(leave  message)  or  5921-2858. 

BANGLADESH 

YOUTH  APPROACH:  3,  Purana  Paltan, 
Dhaka-1000,  Bangladesh.  Phone:  88-02- 
7555321.  Email:  yadc@bangla.net. 

CZECH  REPUBLIC 

Czech  Transforum,  prague,  e-mail: 
oskar98@writeme.com  Web: 
http://www.fortunecity.com/village/ new- 
compton/153  Supporting  organization  for 
Czech  and  possibly  Slovak  transsexuals, 
first  in  the  Czech  Republic.  Just  starting  to 
work. 

RUSSIA 

TV/TS— ICE  AND  FIRE  MOSCOW: 

Margaret  Mankevitch,  c/o  Masha  Oleheva, 
95-1-36  Vernadsky  Ave.,  117526,  Moscow. 
Write  Directly  to  Margaret  Mankevich.  DO 
NOT  PUT  GROUP  NAME  OR  TITLE  ON 
ENVELOPE. 

TV/SO— FPE  LATVIA:  Elga  Remes, 
Jurmala,  15,  PO  Box  17  LATVIA  LV  2015. 

TV/TS/GLBT/CD— CORN-FLOWERS,  The 

Russian  Society  at  the  Volga  River's  Area: 
c/o  Yuri  Kumykov,  PO  Box  10,  Saratov 
RUSSIA.  Social  group. 


AUSTRALIA 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES 

FTM— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 

1349,  Strawberry  Hills,  2012. 
Tel:+61-02-319-2034. 

THE  GENDER  CENTRE  INC.:  PO  Box 

266,  Petersham,  NSW  2049.  Telephone : +61- 
02-9569-2366.  Email: 
gender@rainbow.net.au.  Support  group, 
counseling,  referrals,  accommodations,  HIV 
information/materials. 

CD — LES  GIRLS:  PO  Box  504,  Bumwood, 
2134. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  NSW:  PO  Box  168, 
Westgate,  NSW  2048.  Telephone:  +61-02- 
9716-9439  (Thurs.  eve.).  Email: 
seahorse@cia.com.au 

SEX  WORKERS  OUTREACH  TRANS- 
GENDER SUPPORT  PROJECT:  SWOP, 

PO  Box  1453,  Darlinghurst  2010.  Phone: 
+61-02-212-2600;  FAX  : 212-3978. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  COALI- 
TION: TLC,  PO  Box  208,  Kangs  Cross,  2011. 
Phone:  +61-02-358-5664. 

QUEENSLAND 

IS— MARY  RUSSELL:  PO  Box  3371,  Logan 
Hyperdrome,  Loganholme,  4129. 

AUS.  TRANSGENDERIST  SUPPORT 
ASSOC.  INC.:  ATSAQ,  PO  Box  212,  New 
Farm,  4005,  Phone:  +61-07-846-3787  (24- 
hour  helpline),  236-2400,  FAX  236-2398. 

FTM— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box  212, 
West  End,  4005,  Phone:  07-846-3787. 

GENDER  CLINIC:  484  Adelaide  Sheet, 
Brisbane,  4000.  Phone:  +61-07-839-8262. 

AUSTRALIAN  TRANSGENDER  SUP- 
PORT ASSOC.:  PO  Box  212,  New  Farm, 
Brisbane,  QLD  4005.  Phone:  +61  03-846- 
3787.  Fax:  +61  03-254-2680.  Support  group, 
professional  services  and  referrals,  24-hour 
help  line. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  QUEENS- 
LAND: PO  Box  574,  Annerley  Brisbane, 
4103.  Phone:  61-7  38922124. 

SELF  HEALTH  FOR  QUEENSLAND 
WORKERS  IN  THE  SEX  INDUSTRY: 
SQWISI,  PO  Box  689,  West  End  4101. 
Phone:  +61-07-844-4565.  FAX:  844-8840. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA 

CARROUSEL  CLUB  INC:  a non-profit 
group  that  provides  a social  outlet  and  sup- 
port for  crossdressers  and  transsexuals  of 
all  ages  and  nationalifies.  PO.  Box  721, 
Marleston  SA  5033,  Australia.  Phone 
Michelle  61  8 8281  6190  or  Carol  61  8 8289 
2409 

Transgender  Information  Service  of  South 
Australia:  Contact:  Lana  Barlow,  8 Mawson 
Rd,  Meadows,  South  Australia,  5201 

CHAMELEONS  GROUP:  PO  Box  907, 
Kent  Town,  5071.  Phone:  +61-08-362-1611. 
SOUTH  AUSTRALIA  TRANSSEXUAL 
SUPPORT:  Phone:  +61-08-362-3223, 


Gayline;  362-1611,  Jenny. 

VICTORIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY  OF  VICTORIA 
INC.:  PO  Box  500,  Williamstown,  Victoria 
3016.  Phone:  61-3-93159172.  Email: 
lynne@melbpc.org.au. 

FTM  TS— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 

328,  Northcote,  3070. 

GENDER  DYSPHORIA  CLINIC  AT  THE 
MONASH  MEDICAL  CENTRE:  Clayton 
Campus,  246  Clayton  Road,  Clayton  3168. 
Phone:  +61-03-955-1437,  ask  for  Dawn. 

SEAHORSE  CLUB  of  VICTORIA,  INC.: 

GPO  Box  2337V,  Melbourne,  Victoria  3001. 
Phone:  +61  359-711-684.  Support  group. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  AND 
CARE:  TLC,  PO  Box  1674,  South  Preston, 
3071.  Phone:  +61-394-811-506,  ask  for 
Sharon.  Email:  gayle@melbpc.org.au. 

WEST  AUSTRALIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY:  PO  Box  367, 
Victoria  Park,  6163.  Phone:  +61-01-577-1753. 

GENDER  COUNCIL  OF  AUSTRALIA 
(W.A.)  INC.:  PO  Box  58,  Victoria  Park, 

6110.  Phone:  +61-09-362-5447. 

WATS  SUPPORT  UNITY  AND  PRIDE: 
WATSUP,  PO  Box  771,  Doubleview,  6018. 

NEW  ZEALAND 

IS— INTERSEX  SOCIETY  OF  NEW 
ZEALAND:  PO  Box  9196,  Wellington. 
Phone:  +6  4 4727386,  FAX:  +6  4 4727387. 

NEW  ZEALAND  GENDER  DYSPHORIA 
FOUNDATION:  NZGDF,  PO  Box  2827, 
Auckland. 

TOPS:  PO  Box  68-509,  Newton,  Auckland. 
Phone:  64  9 3666  106.  Fax:  (09)  3666  106- 
8462  549.  Support  group  and  trans  friendly 
medical  clinic. 

JAPAN 

ELIZABETH  CLUB:  5-32-18  Kameido, 
Koto-ku,  Tokyo  136. 

Phone:  +81-3-3683-6092. 

ELIZABETH  NAGOYA  SHOP:  1-13-15 
Noritake  Nakamura-Ku,  Nagoya-shi  453. 

FTM  NIPPON:  c/o  Adachi-Ku,  Adachi- 
Nishi-post  office,  Tokyo  123.  Email:  ftm- 
japan@mxm.meshnet.or.jp.  Support  group 
and  professional  services.  Newsletter  is  in 
Japanese  only.  Correspondence  in  English 
is  acceptable. 

ASIAN  TS  CLUB:  c/o  FTM  Nippon, 
Adachi-ku,  Adachi-Nishi  Post  Office,  Tokyo 
123.  Asian  international  TG 

TAIWAN 

FEMININE  BOY'S  CONCERN  ASSOCIA- 
TION: Contact:  Peter  Tehua  Kao,  2F,  #29, 
Lane  97,  Chien-kuo  Road  Hsin-tein,  Taipei, 
Taiwan,  Tel.:  +886-2-29112414.  E-mail: 
peterkao  @ tpts5.seed.net.tw 
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A FEW  IMPORTANT  WORDS  FROM 

Kate  Bornstein: 


"I  remember  when  I was  first  thinking  of  the  very  real  possibility  of 
my  going  through  a ::g asp::  sex  change.  This  was  in  the  days  before 
tranny  support  groups.  I steeled  myself  and  made  the  long  distance  call  to 
IFCE.  To  my  delight,  I spoke  with  a trans  woman  who  calmed  me 
down  and  pointed  me  in  the  direction  of  some  deeper  self-work  prior  to 
making  my  decision  to  proceed.  It  was  invaluable  advice.  I owe  a debt  to 
IFCE.  I think  many  trans-folks  do.  Maybe  one  of  them  is  you ? If  not  right 
this  minute,  then  perhaps  some  day ? 

Look,  IFCE  is  an  organization  that  seems  to  rise  above  all  the  politics 
of  the  trans  experience,  getting  to  the  heart  of  what  matters  to  each  of  its 
multi-identified  members.  Wouldn't  it  be  worth  the  mini-investment  of  a 
membership  to  make  sure  IFCE  is  there  for  all  of  us P / think  so." 


Membership 

is  belonging,  is  working  for  the  good  of  all, 
and  is  your  opportunity  to  assist  others  finding  help. 


The  International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education  (IFGE)  is  a leading  advocate  and  educational 
organization  for  promoting  the  self  definition  and  free  expression  of  individual  gender  identity. 

To  this  end  IFGE  values: 

individual  uniqueness  and  dignity;  personal  wholeness; 
respect  tor  human  diversity;  acceptance  and  protection  of 
Human  and  Civil  Rights  for  all. 


IFGE  strategically  focuses  its  resources  on  all  gender  identity  related  issues  by  providing: 

• communication  between  social,  professional,  religious,  governmental  and  fine  arts  organizations;  • open  communication 
between  individuals  and  encouraging  communication  networks  among  support  groups  world  wide;  • referral  and 
access  to  competent  medical,  psychological,  legal  and  other  professional  services;  • a life  line  to  persons  and  their  families  who 
express  gender  related  concerns;  • periodicals,  monographs  and  other  educational  products;  • a resource  for 
information  about  organizations  pursuing  similar  aims;  • a response  to  individual,  organizational  and  public  media  inquiries; 

• understanding  and  acceptance  of  individuals  who  seek  to  define  and  express  their  own  gender  identities. 

IFGE  depends  on  your  membership... 

Help  support  the  IFGE  mission  - Please  Won't  You  Join  Today ! 


For  more  information  about  the  benefits  of  membership  or  the  services  we  offer  call  781 .899.221 2 

Name  Address 

City  State Zip 

Membership  Types:  Student/Low  Income Basic Supporting  Benefactor 

US$20  $35  $100  $500 

Check  # MC/VISA# Exp.  Date  


7 karri 
7oa 
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More  Hot  New  Styles  from 

cAffavdahle  Tcmta&ie&  lUmimw 

CHECK  OUT  THE  SPECTACULAR  SAVINGS  BELOW  ! We  at  Affordable  Fantasies  & Illusions,  have  created  a FANTASTIC  clothing 
line  especially  made  to  fit  crossdressers  perfectly  (Slimmer  hips,  Longer  arms,  Wider  shoulders,  higher  necklines,  and  longer  garment 


lengths).  We  used  TV  models  to  create  our  clothing  line.  You  will  be  pleasantly  surprised  when  you  receive  your  garment  because  it 
will  fit  you  well.  We  are  leaving  a two  inch  hem  in  the  sleeves  and  the  hemlines  so  our  tall  customers  can  let  the  hem  down  These  are 
some  of  our  new  fall  pieces  and  we  will  be  adding  more  pieces  in  the  spring.  Our  clothing  is  offered  from  chest  size:  36  - 50  and  waist 
size:  26  - 44  unless  indicated.  Order  our  catalog  to  see  our  full  clothing  line  and  full  line  of  products  including  wigs,  TV  Videos,  more 
breastforms,  heels,  stocking,  lingerie,  cosmetics,  corsets,  adult  novelties  and  much  more  (catalog  cost  only  $4.00). 

To  order  any  clothing  in  this  ad  simply  provide  your  chest  and  waist  measurement  below  and  we  will  send  you  the  correctly  sized 
piece.  Take  advantage  of  our  sale  prices  now. 


Style  DR04 

New  for  the  Fall  & 
Winter!  Simply 
luxurious  long 
gown  with  sexy, 
high  slit  on  the 
leg.  Fits  height 
5’8”  - 6’2”.  Made 
in  soft  poly  in 
Black  and  also  in 
burgundy  stretch 
velvet. 

(Avail. 

chest  34  - 50, 
waist  26  - 44) 
Colors:  Black, 
Burgundy 
Sale  Price: 

Less  than  43 
chest: 

$ 66.95 
Over  44  chest: 

$ 69.99 


Breastforms  on 
Sate  !! 

We  are  now  having  our  1 00% 
silicone  breastforms  custom 
made.  We  have  improved  their 
durability,  made  them  even 
softer  and  bouncier,  and  they 
now  have  a specially-formed, 
hardened  raised  nipple  that  is 
built  into  the  form.  It  is  even  raised  enough  that  you  can  see  it 
show  through  a thin  t-shirt  ! We  have  also  added  a matte  finish  to 
the  breastform  so  that  they  will  match  your  skin  better . Our  new 
forms  look  extremely  natural  on  your  body  - we  know  you  will 
love  them!  We  are  currently  offering  the  BFCLT  (teardrop  shape) 
on  sale.  They  are  offered  in  the  nude  color  shown  above.  When 
ordering  please  specify  your  chest  size  (ex:  ordering  a 38fullC  or 
42regD  etc)  Our  Breastforms  are  offered  in  the  following  sizes: 
BFCLT:  Reg  B,  Full  B,  Reg  C,  Full  C,  Reg  D,  Full  D,  DD 
Price  for  the  pair:  Sale  price  $278.15 
Price  for  the  pair  with  Adhesive  and  remover  so 
you  can  wear  them  braless!  Sale  price  $ 298.95 


BLOUSE 
Style  TP01 
New  Lace  top. 
Fits  tight  and 
sexy.  Dense  lace 
pattern  for  hair 
coverage. 

Fits  Chest 
Sizes  36  - 46 
Colors: 

Black,  White 
Price:$  34.95 

SKIRT 
Style  SWG01 
Great  Circle 
Swing  Skirt.  Fun 
and  Flirty ! 
Colors: 

Black,  Fled 
Avail,  waist  sizes: 
26-42 
Price  only: 
$33.75 


Amazing  New  Ultra - 
Realistic  Vagina!! 

You  can  now  completely  finish  off 
your  feminine  look!  We  are  now 
offering  the  most  realistic  latex 
vagina  ever!  Our  piece  is  carefully 
sculpted  in  the  front  to  look 
amazingly  true  to  life  ! You  will  not 
believe  how  realistic  it  looks  on! 
This  piece  is  put  together  extremely 
well  - you  will  be  totally  satisfied. 
We  offer  it  in  a medium  nude  skin 
tone  and  in  two  hair  colors: 
Dark  brown  or  Med/light  Brown. 
You  must  specify  your  waist  size 
when  ordering  (28”  - 42”  only) 


(WLVG01)  Price  $86.75 


\A 


Our  Classic  Waist 
Slimmer  and  our  Gaff ! 

Style  WC03  - Satin  Waist  Slimmer  with 


lace  insets.  Pulls  in  your  waist  to  create  a 
more  feminine  figure.  Order  2-4  inches 
smaller  than  your  waist.  Sizes:  26  - 38 
Color:  Black  Price  $ 32.95 
Style  It  Gaff  - Satin  Gaff.  Every  cross- 
dresser needs  one!  Our  custom  design 


Order  Here  or  at  our  Website: 

Style  # Color 


http://www.crossdress.net 


Size 


Price 


Shipping  costs:  $50  $100  add  $7.00.  ShippinQ 

$100  - $300  add  $10.00.  rr  ^ 

Over  #300  add  $14.00  TP89  I "Total 


smooths  out  your  front  genital  area. 
Matches  the  waist  Slimmer  (as  shown 
above)  Sizes:  26  - 38  Colors:  Black,  White 
Price  $ 28.25 

If  paying  by  Mail  use  Postal  Money  Order  for  Fastest  Delivery. 
Make  Checks/  Money  Orders  payable  to  BEST  VALUE  PRODUCTS. 

Visa/MC/Disc  # 

Exp  Date 


slame 

Address 


City 


State 


Zip. 


Best  Value  Products  • PO  Box  156  • Wyncote  • PA  • 19095 
215-782-9025  Fax:215-782-9180  E-mail:  bvp@p3.net 
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' ; Resources 


Photography 


Your  Information  Resource  For  The  Next  Millennium 
Visit  Us  On  The  Internet  • www.cdspub.com 

CDS,  PO  Box  61263,  King  oF  Prussia,  Pa  19406 
Voice:  610-640-9449  - Fax:  610-648-0257 
Ask  For  Catalog  T'  - inFoacdspub.com 

CDS  has  been  serving  the  information  needs  of  the  transgender  community  since  1985. 


Get  wired  to  the  largest  transgender 
information  resource  on  the  net. 

Our  goal  is  to  provide  you  with  up  to  the  minute  news,  accurate  resource  information,  and  a 
selection  of  vendor  services  second  to  none.  Come  by  and  visit  often. 

Transgender  Forum  — the  only  weekly  tg  e-zine  on  the  Web:  Fashion,  Lifestyles,  Culture,  Art, 
Photography,  News  & more.  Check  out  the  free  edition.*  The  TGF  Resource  Center  — oodles  of 
information  at  your  fingertips:  the  Event  Horizon  Community  Calendar,  scads  of  community  links,  Fun 
Places  to  Visit,  Cool  Site  of  the  Month,  Annotated  Bibliography,  Political  Writes  and  the  ultimate  TG 
Shopping  Mall.  The  TGF  Community  Center  — here  you  will  find  detailed  information  on 
our  community's  organizations,  like  Renaissance,  ETVC,  AEGIS  and  many,  many  more.  Then 
we  went  and  put  all  of  our  first  two  years  worth  of  files  on  a CD-ROM  for  convenient  offline 
browsing  at  only  $1 2.50.  New!  Free  Email  account  & Web  space  with  every  subscription. 

Transgender  Forum... 

All  the  news  you  want...  All  the  information  you  need. 
www.tgforum.com  • www.tgfmall.com 

Brought  to  you  by  3*D  Communications,  Inc.,  PO  Box  80588,  Valley  Forge,  PA  1 9484 
*Full  Subscription  is  $35  per  year.  Sign  up  online  with  a credit  card  for  instant  access. 

3*D  Communications,  Inc.,  is  a tg  community-owned  web  presence. 


